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 Information arranged by last name, people who lived and worked in and near the 

Milan area.  This area includes Mooreville, Azalia, Cone, Willis, London township, York 

township, Augusta township, and Milan township.   

 There are facts about where and when a person was born.  Marriages.  

Occupations.  Deaths and burials.  Names of close relatives. Births. Accidents. Vacations. 

Property deeds. Insurance records. Store advertisements. And so on.  

 

 

LETTER N 
 

NACE or NASE 
Nace 

Sylvester 

Nettie Nace died Nov. 30, 1929.  She was married to Sylvester Nace.  She lived in Milan 28 

years.  Her DOB Nov. 11, 1866.  Age 63.  Born in Somerset Ohio.  Father Henry Tabor.  

Milan Marble Park. [Note: her name was Nase.] 

Nase Clyde Clyde Nase, the daughter of Nancy Nace, used to play the piano at high school graduations, 

especially Pomp and Circumstance.  Source: WBW by Warren Hale.  Her father was Nancy 

Nace, and for a cruel joke, he named his daughter Clyde.  She married John D. Lawson who 

was in the banking business. 

Nace 

Nancy 

Mr. Nancy Nace had a saloon in Milan and a nice house at 409 Hurd St at Dexter St. 

Because he had a girl’s name for a first name, he named his daughter “Clyde.” 

Nase  

Nance 

Nance Nase was featured in WBW column July 17, 1985. His name was Sylvester Nancy 

Nase. He had two saloons, one in the Gay Block of Milan, the other in downtown 

Mooreville. His saloons provided him enough income to purchase a fine home on NE corner 

of Dexter and Hurd. Nase bought it from a local carpenter named Ferman. Ferman had built 

it for himself originally. (See “Ferman”).  The home had majestic carved scroll woodwork. 

Nase built a large greenhouse on the east side of his home. He and his wife Anetta had two 

children, both girls, Clyde and Linda. Anetta died in 1929. Nase’s greenhouse allowed him 

to retire from the saloon business. He provided flowers for all occasions, including funerals. 

He heated the greenhouse with coal fired boilers, and he had to get up in the night during the 

winter to tend his boilers. In 1944 Nance sold the home to Richard VanWinkle. Nance 

moved to Six Lakes. VanWinkle family ran the greenhouse until 1969, then tore it down. 

See also WBW Aug. 18, 1993.   

Nase  

Clyde 

Clyde (Nase) Lawson, 89, died July 9, 1981 in Phoenix, AZ. She was a lifelong resident of 

Milan, a former composer and music teacher. She and her husband lived many years at 263 

Ideal St. in Milan.  She studied at the Sherwood Music School in Chicago.  She was a 

member of the Michigan Composer’s Club since its founding in 1933. She was a charter 

member of the Girls Orchestra of Milan, which provided musical entertainment in the Milan 

area for a generation. She was born Oct. 31, 1891, daughter of Sylvester and Aneta (Tabor) 

Nase. She married John D. Lawson, and he died in 1963. Survived by one son, J. Dale 

Lawson, and one daughter, Shirley L. Henderson. She had one sister, Linda Hazlett. Marble 

Park Cemetery. 

Nase Clyde “Popular Young Couple Quietly Married” headline. Miss Clyde Vera Nase and John D. 

Lawson both of Milan were quietly married last Thursday afternoon at the home of the 

bride’s parents. Rev. T. B. Leith, pastor of the First Presbyterian church read the wedding 



services. Both young people are well known in Milan having lived here most of their lives. 

Miss Nase is one of the popular young ladies of this place and is an accomplished musician. 

Mr. Lawson is cashier and director of the Farmers & Merchants Bank and is well known in 

lodge circles in Milan. Following the ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Lawson left for a short 

wedding trip thru the east. They returned Sunday night to Milan where they will make their 

home. The Leader joins with their many friends in wishing them a happy, prosperous life. 

Source: Crude Scrapbook page 50.  See also Find a Grave  68869800 

Nase 

Harvey 

Harvey Nase was mentioned in a newspaper in Adrian in July 1896. He was going to ride his 

bicycle to Philadelphia. He later purchased the Nase Hotel from Sylvester Nase. Source: 

Lenawee County Historical Society newsletter, April 2018, page 6. That same page says 

four Saline hunters were chasing wolves and put up for a night at the Hotel Nase (in Adrian) 

so they could continue their chase in the morning. 

Nase  

S. W. 

MM S. W. Nase and daughters, Clyde and Linda, were Christmas guests of Mr. Nace’s 

sister, Mrs. Susie Moore and husband at Fayette, Ohio. Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911. 

Nase 

Sylvester 

Sylvester W. Nase, 83, former Milan coal dealer and greenhouse owner, died yesterday 

morning in Lakeview. Since leaving Milan in 1940, he had lived at Six Lakes. Mr. Nase was 

b Jan. 24, 1869 at Ridgehill, Pa, and married Anetta Tabor in 1888. She died in 1929. In 

1900 he was mastor of the Free and Accepted Masons at Palmyra where he lived for several 

years. He was also honorary member of the F & AM lodges at Six Lakes and Milan. 

Surviving are two daughters, Mrs.Clyde Lawson and Mrs. Linda Hazlett of Milan; 3 

grandchildren; 4 G-Grandchildren and two sisters, Mrs. Clara Harlan of Milan and Mrs. 

Linda Robertson of Medford, OR. Two brothers and one sister already died. Masonic 

services. Rev. Leroy Cabbage officiating at funeral. Marble Park Cemetery. 

Nase 

Sylvester 

“Nase Sylvester W. saloon.” Published in R. L. Polk & Co.’s Michigan Gazeteer, 1907, 

Milan section listing businesses. 

Nase 

Sylvester 

In 1940, the census shows Sylvestrer Nase living at 114 Hurd St. in Village of Milan, 

described as a “Lodger.” He is 75 and widowed. Also in the home: Ruth Canine 30, Donald 

Canine 14, James Case 12, Earl Fromm 30, Grant Allen 50, Ward Hoffman 64, John 

Mangus 13, and Sylvester Nase75. 

Nase 

Sylvester 

In the 1880 census for Lenawee county, Mich., Wiloby Nace, 43, is a day laborer. Mary 

Nase, 40. Sylvester Nase, 11. Harry Nase, 8. Susan Nase, 6. Clara Nase, 4. Malinda Nase, 1. 

 

 

NECKEL 
Neckel 

Andrew 

Andrew Neckil (Neckel) age 58 for the 1910 census. He was b June 1841 in Germany. 

Residence Oronco Olmstead Minn. Immigrated 1873. Wife Gusta H. Neckil, they married in 

1876. Gusta H. is 49 in census; Henry W. 21; Gustave A. 15; Eddie P. 12; AnnieB. 4. 

Neckel 

Anna Mary 

Anna Mary Neckel is at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Southfield. Born Aug. 4, 1876, died 

Aug. 25, 1958. Find a Grave site created by Nathan Brainard, #86959946. He says she was 

“Daughter of Anthony Neckel and Mary Ann Schlaff.” 

Neckel 

Anna Marie 

Anna Marie Neckel married John Hartman Monday moring (June 1937) at Immaculate 

Conception Church, Rev. Fr. Lee Laige officiating. Both of them have lived in Milan for a 

number of years. Bridesmaid was Miss Helen Hartman, sister of the groom. Mrs. Michael 

Neckel of Ypsilanti, sister-in-law of the bride, was Matron of Honor. Bride approached the 

alter on the arm of her uncle, Peter Neckel of Detroit, who gave her away. Groom’s brother 

Joe Hartman was best man. Groom’s man was Michael Neckel of Ypsilanti, brother of the 

bride. Ushers were Ed Hartman and Francis Neckel. Wedding breakfast served by bride’s 

mother Mrs. Mary Neckel and bride’s sister Mrs. Gerald Brainard. The newlyweds will take 

a short trip to northern Mich and settle in their new home on Second St. in Milan. The bride 

graduated in 1934 from St. Joseph’s Academy in Adrian. Groom is son of MM Henry 

Hartman. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 1 page 28. 

Neckel 

Antoine 

The 1898 Detroit Directory says Antoine Neckel resides on Michigan Ave. west of Walker 

Road, occupation farmer. 

Neckel 

Anthony 

According to genealogy booklet supplied by Linda Neckel White, Anthony Neckel was b 

Jan. 9, 1831 in Dingenheim, Germany. He married Anna Maria Schlaf in Nov. 1858 in St. 

Mary’s, Detroit. He had eight children: John b 1862; Joseph b 1869; Peter b 1866; Anna b 

1876; Katherine, b unknown, died Sept. 16, 1929; and Michael Joseph, b 1872. (Michael had 

a twin sister, Elizabeth, who died in infancy, according to Nathan Brainard). One more child 



apparently died in infancy. 

Neckel 

Anthony 

1900 census reports Anthony Neckel, 69, born in Germany, with his wife Mary, 52, (born 

abt. 1848), also born in Germany. Also in the home: daughter Catherine Neckel, 41, born in 

Sept. 1858; John Neckel, 38; Pete Neckel, 33; Joseph Neckel, 30; Mike Neckel, 27 (born in 

Oct. 1872); and Annie Neckel, 23. 

Neckel 

Anthony 

Anthony Neckel b Jan. 11, 1896 in Newport, MI son of John and Wilhelmina Noeker 

Neckel. On Oct. 10, 1929, he married Elizabeth Hartman (b March 10, 1897; d July 12, 1990 

in Milan). Anthony and Elizabeth had one child, John Henry, b May 14, 1931. Anthony died 

April 19, 1955 in Milan, MI in a home he had built on Platt Rd. across from the cemetery. 

Neckel 

Anthony 
Anthony Neckel, 59, of 13445 Platt Road, died Tues. at his home.  Son of John and Minnie 

Nocker Neckel, he was b July 11, 1895 in Monroe County. He married Elizabeth M. 

Hartman Oct. 10, 1929, at Milan.  They lived at the present address since their marriage. He 

was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  His wife survives, and a son, 

John H. of Saline; five sisters, Mrs. Mary Arquette, Mrs. Anna Esper, Mrs. Margaret 

McGowan, Sister Marie Delores, O. P. of Douglas, Ariz., and Mrs. Louise Godzina of 

Wyandotte; a brother, Joseph Neckel of Rockwood, and a grandson Mark Anthony Neckel.  

Services at Immaculate Conception. Burial Marble Park.  (Died in 1955] 
 

Neckel 

Anthony 

(1955, probably) Anthony Neckel died at his home Thurs. morning. [Handwritten note says 

April, the year is illegible.] Funeral service at Immaculate Conception Church on Fri. 

morning with Rev. Father Joseph Gierut officiating. Rosary at Stevens and Bush Funeral 

Home Thurs. evening. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend Volume 

7 page 19. 

Neckel 

Anthony 

The house on the East Side of Platt, just north of Main St., was built by Anthony and 

Elizabeth (Hartmann) Neckel. They owned a 77 acre farm. Anthony and Elizabeth married 

Oct. 10, 1929.  Anthony came to Milan from Dearborn. He died in 1955 in the family home.  

Elizabeth Hartman died July 12, 1990; she came from Tuscula, Illinois.  Their son John and 

his wife Clara continued living in the house; raised their 4 children there. Source: Neckel 

Family Bible, Linda N. W. 

Neckel 

Catherine 

Catherine Kirchner Neckel was daughter of Frank and Barbara Kirchner. She was the wife 

of Anthony Neckel. B Nov. 25, 1839 in NY, d Feb. 25, 1915 in Detroit. Find a Grave 

Memorial # 50193631 

 
 

Neckel 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth M. Neckel died July 12, 1990 at home of her brother, Joe Hartann in Milan. She 

was b March 10, 1897 in Tuscola, IL. She married Anthony Neckel Oct. 10, 1929. He died 

in 1955. Marble Park cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend, Milan Library. 

Neckel 

Francis X 

Francis X. Neckel, 1904-1983.  Wife: Mary C. 1908-1994.  From Marble Park Cemetery 

grave stones. See also Find A Grave #26455018 

Neckel 

Francis X 

Francis Xavier Neckel and his wife, Mary Catherine Siefker Neckel, were the parents of 

Sister Patricia Anne Neckel.  Sr. Pat born 1931. Mary Catherine was daugh. of John Siefker. 

Neckel 

Francis X. 

Francis X. Neckel had the same address as Michael Neckel in the 1925 Ann Arbor 

Directory. The Neckels lived at 127 Mill, and the Mill was at 128 Mill. 

Neckel 

Francis X 

Francis X. Neckel, 79, of Spink St., died Oct. 17, 1983 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann 

Arbor. He was born Aug. 18, 1904 in Detroit. He was the son of Michael and Mary Rose 

Stark Neckel. He married Mary Siefker June 25, 1930 in Milan. He retired in 1968 from 

Ford Motor Co. River Rouge plant. He belonged to Immaculate Conception Church and the 

Knights of Columbus. Survived by his wife and four children, Sister Patricia Ann of Ohio, 

Joseph and Francis of Colorado, and Mrs. Larry (Mary) Read of Milan. Two sisters: Marie 

Brainard of Florida and Ann Marie Hartmann of Milan. He was preceded in death by a 

brother, Michael. Marble Park Cemetery. 

Neckel 

Francis A. 

Francis Alphonsus Neckel b Oct. 16, 1940, d 2011. He was brother of Sister Pat Neckel. Pat 

also has a sister, Mary, and brother, Joseph. 

Neckel 

Frederick 

Frederick b Feb. 23, 1916, d July 26, 1916.  Holy Cross Cemetery, son of Michael and Mary 

Rose Stark Neckel. Find a grave #50193707. 

Neckel 

George 

George A. Naeckel (Neckel) in 1920 Census was age 21. Born in Mich. Resides in Chelsea. 

Father born in Prerben, Germany, mother Fannie R. Neckel b in Mich. She is 48 or 45 years 

old at time of census.  In home: Fannie, George A. 21, Eleanor M. 20, Jeanette C. 8. 

Neckel 

Janet 

Janet A. Neckel b. Jan. 15, 1968 at 13445 Platt Rd., Milan, MI. Source Ancestry Library. 



Neckel 

John 

John Neckel was baptized in Carleton, MI July 24, 1862. According to genealogy booklet 

provided by Linda Neckel white: “John Neckel, after leaving his father and brother’s Grist 

Mill and Feed Business in Newport, MI, he was employed as Superintendent of the Henry 

Ford Farm in Dearborn, adjoining his own farm. In 1919 he bought a 95 acre farm on Ready 

Road in South Rockwood, MI. Family moved there in1920.” 

 John Neckel worked at the Henry Ford farm in Dearborn from 1905 to 1915. They lived in a 

Ford house until they could buy a farm from Grandma Nocker. Source: letter from Auntie 

Louise, 1988, in genealogy booklet provided by Linda Neckel White. 
Neckel 

John A 

John A. Neckel is at Woodmere Cemetery in Detroit. Born 1893, died 1949. Find a Grave 

memorial # 14649509. 

Neckel 

John 

John Neckel was b Sept. 22, 1863, d Aug 15, 1916. Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit. His 

father was Anthony Neckel, of Persia. His mother: Catherine Kirchner. He died at Harper 

Hospital. Source: Find a grave, 50193544. 

Neckel 

John 

St. Charles Cemetery in Newport has many in the Neckel family. John Neckel, born July 21, 

1862; died May 12, 1944. Gravestone says “Dear Father.” Find a grave 10715575. Note: 

according to genealogy bookly provided by Linda Neckel White, John was the son of 

Anthony and Anna Maria Schlaf  Neckel.  Booklet says he was born in “Stoney Creek, MI 

now Carleton, MI.” John married WilhelminaNoeker July 23, 1892. He died May 12, 1944 

in Dearborn. He and Wilhelmina had 8 children: Anthony, b. 1895; Mary Josephine, b 1897 

in Newport, MI; Joseph Peter, b 1900 in Newport, MI; Anna, b 1901 in Newport; Margaret, 

b 1905 in Dearborn; Dolores, b 1908 in Dearborn; Michael, b 1910 in Dearborn (died 1912, 

buried St. Alfonsus Cemetery, Dearborn); and Louise, b 1914 in Dearborn.   

Neckel 

Mrs. John 

Mrs. John Neckel died Tuesday night [handwritten note says Feb. 23, 1932]. She and her 

husband moved to Milan from South Rockwood 3 years ago and built a beautiful new home 

on the York Church Road in the village [Milan]. Mrs. Neckel was an active worker in the 

Immaculate Conception Church.  Besides her husband, she leaves 7 children, 2 sons: 

Anthony and Joseph of Milan; 5 daughters --  Mrs. Mary Arquett of South Rockwood; Mrs. 

Anna Esper of Detroit; Marie Delores of the Order of St. Dominic of Adrian; and Margaret 

and Louise who are at home. 

Neckel 

John and 

Clara 

John and Clara Neckel lived in the home built by his parents, Anthony and Elizabeth Neckel. 

Home on east side of Platt Road just north of Main St. They had four children. Their former 

home was burned by the Milan Fire Department in a training exercise in Dec. 2012. They 

now live on west side of Platt Rd. just south of Arkona. Their four children are still living. 

Neckel 

Joseph 

The 1940 Census shows Joseph Neckel, 70, in Dearborn on Neckel Street. He has 8th grade 

education. His sister Anna Neckel, 63, is head of household there. Joseph says his parents 

were both born in Germany. 

Neckel 

Joseph M. 

Joseph Michael Neckel was b Nov. 26, 1937, and lived at 11845 Haggerman Rd., South 

Rockwood, Mich. He died March 12, 1986. Source: Ancestry Library. Buried at St. Charles 

Cemetery in Newport, Mich. Find a grave #10754093 

Neckel 

Joseph P 

1940 census says Joseph P. Neckel lives in Dearborn. Works as an assembly laborer. His 

wife, Gertrude, is 35. Marilyn is 10; Ann L. Neckel is 4; Joseph M. Neckel is 2. Source: 

Ancestry Library. 

Neckel 

Joseph P. 

Joseph P. Neckel owned some property on the NW corner of Main and Platt, at the time Ann 

Delaforce wrote her history essay in 1939. This was formerly owned by Albert Case and 

before that, the homestead of Homer Warner. 

Neckel 

Joseph P 

Joseph P. Neckel, 1900-1966, and his wife Gertrude E., 1904-1979, are in St. Charles 

Cemetery, in Newport, in Monroe County. 

Neckel 

Margaret 

Margaret Keusch Neckel is buried at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, Chelsea. She was born Jan. 9, 

1877 and died Aug. 1, 1896. Source: Find A Grave 

Neckel 

Mary A. 

Mary A. Neckel b Aug. 30, 1871 in Greenfield, Wayne County, Mich. Father: Anthony 

Neckel. Mother: Catherine Neckel. Source: Mich. Births and christenings, Ancestry Library. 

Neckel 

Mary Rose 

Stark 

Mary Rose Stark Neckel, wife of Michael Neckel (1872-1926). She was b April 7, 1880, 

died Jan. 2, 1943. She was daughter of Francis Zavier Stark (1845-1910) and Mary 

Livernois (1847-1937).  She was the mother of Marie Ann Neckel Brainard (1906-1993). 

This info added to Find A Grave by Nathan Brainard, including photos. #93776103 

Neckel 

Mary Rose 

Mrs. Mary Neckel, 62, died Jan. (2) 1943 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Gerald Brainard. 

She had been ill several months. Burial at Holy Cross Cemetery in Detroit. She was the 

daughter of Francis and Mary Livernois Stark., members of pioneer Detroit families. 

Livernois and Stark Avenues in Detroit are named after these families. She was born in Mt. 



Clemens April 7, 1880. The family moved to Detroit when Mary was 5. The Detroit house 

was at the corner of Michigan and Livernois Avenues. She married Michael Neckel Nov. 7, 

1903. They moved to Milan in 1920 when Mr. Neckel purchased the T. H. Wilson flour mill 

and the Baxter Van Wormer Company. He operated the mill for a short time. Mr. Neckel 

died in 1926 and 4 years later the properties were sold to Ford Motor Co. The mill was 

remodeled and the site is now the Ford plant of Milan. Mrs. Neckel is survived by 2 sons, 

Francis of Milan and Michael, who is overseas with an army anti-tank unit.  The daughters 

are Marie Ann Brainard and Mrs. Ann Marie Hartmann, also of Milan. 
Neckel 

Mary Rose 

Francis X. Stark, PO Mt. Clemens, was born in the Kingdom of Bavaria April 7, 1846. Jacob 

Stark, who brought his family to this country in 1853, died shortly after his arrival. The 

family located on a farm on Swan Creek, where they lived for two years, then removed to 

New Baltimore where two more years were passed; next to Spring Wells, Wayne County, 

and ultimately to Harrison, where Mr. Stark’s mother and sister have a farm of 330 acres, on 

P.C.  F. X. Stark married Miss Mary Livernois, of Wayne County, in 1869; they were the 

parents of ten children, of whom seven are living; Mary E., Francis M., Frances S., Joseph, 

Charles A., Mary R., [Mary Rose Neckel] and Edward F. Mr. Stark carried on a brick 

factory at Spring Wells for seven years previous to his coming to Harrison Township. 

Source: History of Macomb County, page 893 

Neckel 

Mary C. 

Mary C. (Siefker) Neckel, 86, of Milan, died July 1, 1994 at home. Born Feb. 14, 1908 in 

Klipsic, Ohio, to Flora Lampe and John Siefker. She married Francis Neckel, he died Oct. 

15, 1983. She had daughters, Sr. Patricia Neckel (Fransiscan Sister), Mary (Larry) Read,; 

two sons, Joseph and Francis, etc. She had one brother, Andrew Siefker of Milan; 3 sisters, 

Marjorie, Sr. Agnes Siefker, and Rose. She was preceded by 4 brothers, John, Joseph, 

Bernard, Felix, and 2 sisters, Cornelia and Theresa, etc. Marble Park Cem. Source: 

Genealogist Friend Vol 13, page 10. 

Neckel 

Marie Del. 

Sister Marie Delores Neckel is buried at Adrian Dominican Sisters Cemetery. 1908-1985. 

Find a grave # 73170003 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel purchased the flour mill from the Wilson family and operated it for a period 

of time.  Eventually the flour mill was purchased by Henry Ford of Dearborn, MI. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Joseph Neckel was b. Oct. 20, 1872.  He d Aug. 30, 1926 in Dearborn.  Source: 

Mary R.  See also Find a Grave 104836154. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel and his family came to Milan in1920 and that’s when he bought the flour 

mill. They came from Ecorse.  He had been a miller previously in Ecorse.  Michael and 

Mary Neckel had 4 children, including Marie (Brainard), the mother of Joyce A.   Michael 

ran the flour mill in Milan until he died. Source: Joyce A. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel enjoyed building a huge snowman in 1926.  The big snowfall came in May, 

which was very unusual so late in the season.  So he got his picture taken.  He was operating 

Milan’s flour mill at the time.  Later that year he died. [#1664] 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel was personal friends with Henry Ford.  The two families both lived in 

Dearborn. They had farms that were connected.  Back then Dearborn was called Stillwater.  

That’s how the Neckels and Fords all knew each other.  It is possible that Henry Ford picked 

Milan as a place to establish one of his rural industries, because his good friend Michael 

Neckel was there, already using the water energy for his mill.  Source: Joyce A. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel was married Nov. 7, 1903 in Detroit at Holy Redeemer Church. His wife’s 

name: Mary Rose Stark.  Source:  Joyce A.  See “Neckel, Mary Rose Stark” Note: groom 

was 31, bride was 23. 

Neckel 

Michael 

According to Find A Grave, Michael Neckel is buried at St. John Cemetery in Ypsilanti. His 

gravestone says born April 22, 1911, died Feb. 20, 1969, served TEC4 US Army WW II. 

Memorial number is 91258425. This man’s father once operated the flour mill in Milan. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel is listed in Detroit City Directory in 1891. Res. 1681 Mich. Ave. 

Occupation: clerk. “elk bds.” Source: Ancestry Library. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Michael Neckel is listed in the 1899 Detroit City Directory. Address: Michigan Ave. West 

of Walker Road. Occupation: Farmer. “Boards with Antoine Neckel.” The 1898 directory 

says Michael Neckel was a “farmer.” Source: Ancestry Library. 

Neckel 

Michael 

Anna Marie Neckel may be sister of the younger Michael Neckel, according to news clip 

about her wedding to John Hartman in June 1937.   

Neckel 

Michael 
Michael Neckel (son of the Milan flour mill owner) served as best man at the wedding of his 

brother, Francis Neckel, in Milan, in June 1930. Francis was wed to Mary Catherine Seifker. 

Mike’s mother was “Mrs. Mary Neckel” according to news clips. Source: Genealogist 



Friend, Milan Public Library, news clip on the wedding. 
Neckel 

Michael 

The 1890 Detroit City Directory says Michael Neckel boards at 1681 Michigan Ave. in 

Detroit. Business: P. Cummins & Co. Occupation: clerk. 

Neckel 

Michael 

In the 1910 census, Michael Neckel is 37, b abt 1873 in Mich. Residence Detroit, Ward 16, 

Wayne County. Wife: Mary. His father and mother both born in Germany. Household: 

Michael 37 (born about 1873); Mary 30; Francis, 5 (born about 1905); Marie, 4; Frank 

Audeassky (born in Poland) 29; and Elizabeth Ruth, 15, servant. Note: Michael’s wife had a 

father born in Germany.  Michael tells census taker he has tools of the trade to be a flour 

miller. Frank Audrosskey tells the census taker that he is a miller and has a flour mill. 

Neckel 

Michael 

The 1922 Ann Arbor Directory says Michael Neckel lived at 127 Mill (St.) in Milan. 

Occupation: Flour and feed mill. Spouse: Mary R. Neckel. (Mary Rose Stark Neckel) 

Neckel 

Michael 

The Ann Arbor Directory of 1924 includes a Milan section, which shows Michael Neckel 

residence at 127 Mill (Street) in Milan. The Neckel Flour and Feed Mill is located at 128 

Mill (St.) Also, Francis X. Neckel is listed as residing at 127 Mill (St.). Mary R. Neckel 

resides at 127 Mill (St.)  Source: Ancestry Library 

Neckel 

Michael 

1908 Detroit city directory says Michael Neckel’s residence was 1205 Military. (There is a 

Military St. in Detroit half-way to Dearborn. There is also a Military St. in Dearborn.) Says 

he works for “Stark & Neckel.” (Did Neckel involve his wife’s family in a business 

venture?)  Source: Ancestry Library 

Neckel 

Michael 

Draft Registration records for WW I indicate Michael Neckel was born Oct. 23, 1872. 

Neckel 

Michael G 

Baby, Michael G. Neckel, born April 23, 1910, died May 12, 1910 in Detroit. Father: 

Michael Neckel. Mother: Mary Stark. Buried Holy Cross Cemetery, Detroit. Source: Find a 

grave 50193758 

 I notice that FAG lists two Neckel babies at Holy Cross and they are 

Frederick b Feb. 23, 1916 d July 26, 1916.  #50193707 

Neckel 

Michael J 

Baby Michael J. Neckel b in Michigan about 1912. Died June 19, 1913 in Dearborn. Father: 

John Neckel. Mother: Minnie Nocker. Source: death record, Ancestry Library 

Neckel 

Wilhelmina 

Wilhelmena Neckel, born June 30, 1870, died Feb. 23, 1932. St. Charles Cemetery, 

Newport, Mich. Find a grave 10715572. 

 

Neckel Timeline 
1833 First sawmill for York Township was erected at Mooreville by Isaac Hathaway in 1833, 

according to a History of York Township prepared in 1976.  That author suggests the saw 

mill may have been just west of Dennison Road at a mill site shown on an 1873 map. 

1834 William Marvin and David Woodard established a flour mill.  William was son of John 

Marvin, first settler.  Flour mill used stone technology.  Later it switched to steel rollers, 

and it was then called the Roller Mills. 

1837 Nathan Brainard says 1900 census shows Mary as Oct. 1837 (wife of Anthony).  But they 

got her age wrong. 

1838 She was born in 1838. Mary, wife of Anthony, mother of Michael Neckel. 

1850 Michael's Father Anthony John Neckel migrated to the US in 1850 from Germany, his 

mother Anna Marie "Mary" Schlaff migrated in 1843 from Germany. 

1858 Catherine born, she is sister of Michael Neckel. 

1862 St. Charles Cemetery in Newport has many in the Neckel family. John Neckel, b July 21, 

1862; d May 12, 1944. Gravestone says “Dear Father.” Find a grave 10715575. He was 

son of Anthony and Anna Maria Schlaf Neckel. 

1863 John Neckel was b Sept. 22, 1863, d Aug 15, 1916. Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit. His 

father was Anthony Neckel, of Persia (Iran?). His mother: Catherine Kirchner. He died at 

Harper Hospital. Source: Find a grave, 50193544. 

1870 Wilhelmena Neckel, born June 30, 1870, died Feb. 23, 1932. St. Charles Cemetery, 

Newport, Mich. Find a grave 10715572. 
1871 Mary A. Neckel b Aug. 30, 1871 in Greenfield, Wayne County, Mich. Father: Anthony 

Neckel. Mother: Catherine Neckel. Source: Mich. Births and christenings, Ancestry 

Library. [Sister of Michael Neckel flour mill] 

1872 On July 23, 1872, John Neckel married Wilhelmina Noeker. John was born July 21, 1862 in 

Stoney Creek, MI (now Carleton). He died May 12, 1944 in Dearborn. 



1872 Michael Joseph Neckel [flour mill] was b. Oct. 20, 1872.  He d Aug. 30, 1926 in 

Dearborn.  Source: Mary R. 

1872 Birth record for Michael Neckel shows he was born Oct. 20, 1872 in Springwells which is 

the former name for Dearborn. Both his parents were born in Germany, and his father was 

working as a farmer. 

1872 Draft Registration records for WW I indicate Michael Neckel was born Oct. 23, 1872. 

(1917 beginning of WW I) 

1874 Women’s Christian Temperance Movement organized. 

1876 born Anna Mary Neckel is at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Southfield. Born Aug. 4, 1876, died 

Aug. 25, 1958. Find a Grave site created by Nathan Brainard, #86959946. Says she was 

“Daughter of Anthony Neckel and Mary Ann Schlaff.” 

1880 

 

born 

Mary Rose Stark Neckel, wife of Michael Neckel (1872-1926). She was b April 7, 1880, died 

Jan. 2, 1943. She was daughter of Francis Zavier Stark (1845-1910) and Mary Livernois 

(1847-1937).  She was the mother of Marie Ann Neckel Brainard (1906-1993). This info 

added to Find A Grave by Nathan Brainard, including photos. #93776103 

1890 The 1890 Detroit City Directory says Michael Neckel boards at 1681 Michigan Ave. in 

Detroit. Business: P. Cummins & Co. Occupation: clerk. 

1891 Michael Neckel is listed in Detroit City Directory in 1891. Res. 1681 Mich. Ave. Michael 

was living with his father.  Occupation: clerk. “elk bds.” Source: Ancestry Library. 

1893 John A. Neckel is at Woodmere Cemetery in Detroit. Born 1893, died 1949. Find a Grave 

memorial # 14649509. Relationship to Michael Neckel: unknown. 

1895 Birth of Anthony Neckel, grandson of the patriarch. This boy’s parents were John and 

Wilhelmina Noeker Neckel. (John was brother of Michael). Anthony later built home on 

Platt Road. 

1898 The 1898 Detroit Directory says Antoine Neckel lives on Michigan Ave. west of Walker Rd., 

occupation farmer.  Nathan Brainard says that is Anthony misspelled. 

1898 “Annual Report of the Bureau of Labor and Statistics” by Michigan Bureau of Labor and 

Industrial Statistics, shows that the Stark and Neckel Flour Mill was incorporated on 28 

Sept 1898 in Newport and at the time of inspection in 1905 employed 4 men and the 

'outlook for business' was Good. 

1899 Michael Neckel is listed in the 1899 Detroit City Directory. Address: Michigan Ave. West of 

Walker Road. Occupation: Farmer. “Boards with Antoine Neckel.” Source: Ancestry 

Library. 

1900 1900 census reports Anthony Neckel, 69, born in Germany, with his wife Mary, 52, also 
born in Germany. Also in the home: daughter Catherine Neckel, 41, born in Sept. 1858; 
John Neckel, 38; Pete Neckel, 33; Joseph Neckel, 30;  Mike Neckel, 27 (born in Oct. 1872) ; 
and Annie Neckel, 23. 

1900 Joseph P. Neckel, 1900-1966, and his wife Gertrude E., 1904-1979, are in St. Charles 

Cemetery, in Newport, in Monroe County. According to Linda Neckel White genealogy 

book, this man is son of John and Wilhelmina Noeker Neckel. 

1903 Michael Neckel, age 31, was married in 1903 in Detroit at Holy Redeemer Church. His 

wife’s name: Mary Rose Stark, b 1880, age 23.  He was son of Anthony  Neckel. Source:  

Joyce A.   

1903 Mrs. Mary Neckel, 62, died Jan. (2) 1943 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Gerald 

Brainard. She had been ill several months. Burial at Holy Cross Cemetery in Detroit. She 

was the daughter of Francis and Mary Livernois Stark., members of pioneer Detroit 

families. Livernois and Stark Avenues in Detroit are named after these families. She was 

born in Mt. Clemens April 7, 1880. The family moved to Detroit when Mary was 5. The 

Detroit house was at the corner of Michigan and Livernois Avenues. She married Michael 

Neckel Nov. 7, 1903. They moved to Milan in 1920 when Mr. Neckel purchased the T. H. 

Wilson flour mill and the Baxter Van Wormer Company. He operated the mill for a short 

time. Mr. Neckel died in 1926 and 4 years later the properties were sold to Ford Motor Co. 

The mill was remodeled and the site is now the Ford plant of Milan. Mrs. Neckel is survived 

by 2 sons, Francis of Milan and Michael, who is overseas with an army anti-tank unit.  The 

daughters are Marie Ann Brainard and Mrs. Ann Marie Hartmann, also of Milan. 
1905 Stark and Neckel was in business in Newport according to Bureau of Labor Statistics, they 

did an inspection of the business. Flour and feed. Business started in 1898. There were four 

males working there at the time of the inspection. 



1906 Stark & Neckel posted a $5,000 bond so that its petition would be approved. It was 

requesting permission to construct a railroad spur on Hammond Ave. where their business 

was located. Probably flour mill.  Approved by the Detroit mayor on Sept. 4, 1906. 

1907 1907 -1908 - The Michigan State Gazetter shows Stark & McCusker as a Furniture store 

located at 1810 Michigan Ave and owned by Francis X Stark and Joseph F McCusker.  It 

also shows "Stark & Neckel" (owned by Francis X Stark and Michael Neckel) as a Flouring 

Mills, Feed and Grain at 457 Hammond Ave. 
1907 Notice in publication says Stark & Neckel, operated by Francis X. Stark and Michael 

Neckel. Flouring Mills, Feed and Grain. 457 Hammond Ave. Tel. West 694. (Note: 

Hammond St. in Detroit is one short block away from Military Street. It is very close to 

Michigan Ave. and Livernois.) 

1907 In regards to the ad you mentioned with Stark and Neckel Flour Mill I found it in the 

"Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1907 -1908." -Nathan Brainard 

Page 853 has listing for Stark and Neckel. 

“Stark & Neckel (Francis X. Stark, Michael Neckel) Flouring Mills, Feed and Grain.” 

[Address:] “457 Hammond av. Tel West 694.” 

======= ======== 

Display Advertisement 

R. L. Polk & Co.’s Michigan Gazeteer (1907) 

 

Stark & Neckel 

F. X. Stark 

Michael Neckel 

Flouring Mills. Dealers in corn, oats, wheat screenings and all kinds of Mill Feed.   

Manufacturers of Spring and Winter wheat flour. 

Car lots a specialty. 

457 Hammond Ave. and P. M. R. R. [Railroad] 

Near Michigan Avenue 

Detroit, Michigan 

1908 1908 Detroit city directory says Michael Neckel’s residence was 1205 Military St. in 

Detroit. Says he works for “Stark & Neckel.” (Neckel was partners with his wife’s father.) 

Source: Ancestry Library. 

1908 Anna Maria Neckel, wife of Anthony Neckel, died in 1908. Document says she was the 

mother of 8 children, 6 still living. She was buried at Greenfield Cemetery. Nathan 

Brainard says Michael Neckel’s mother Anna Marie Schlaff b. 22 Oct. 22, 1838; d 26 Feb. 

26, 1908. 

1908 born Sister Marie Delores Neckel is buried at Adrian Dominican Sisters Cemetery. 1908-1985. 

Find a grave # 73170003. She was daughter of Mrs. John Neckel. Brothers included 

Anthony and Joseph. [Her brother Anthony was the one who purchased 77 acres of 

farmland in Milan. He and his wife Elizabeth built a home on Platt Road near West Main.] 

1909 Assessment on Military Avenue in the City of Detroit. Indicates that John Neckel and 

Michael Neckel will see an increase in their taxes to pay for the improvement. 

1909 1909 Detroit City Directory:  Address 1205 Military Ave. South, Shows Michael as owner 

of Stark and Neckel… shows his brother Peter as mgr of Stark and Neckel.   
SIDE NOTE:  This same 1909 Detroit City directory shows father in law Francis Xavier 

Stark as owner of "Stark and McCusker, Stark & Neckel; and Henry Sarbinowski & Co) 

with a home address of 1810 Michigan Ave.  The 1910 Census shows Francis' address as 

1812 Michigan Ave and working as a merchant at a Department store.  The 1910 Census 

shows Mr. Starks neighbor at 1800 Michigan as Irishman Joseph F McCusker (see name of 

business above: Stark & McCusker) working at a Furniture store. 
1910 1847-1910 are the dates on Francis X. Stark’s grave at Holy Cross Cemetery. 

1910 May 16, 1910 - Father in law Frances Xavier Stark dies (He owned a Brick Factory at 

Spring Wells for 7 years before he moved to Harrison Township.)  Mr. Stark was born in 

Bavaria, Germany and emigrated to US in 1853)  I say this because I believe after Mr. 

Stark's death Michael Neckel either couldn't or was financially unable to run the mill or 

something happened which turned him to try his hand at Brewing Beer. 
1910 Francis X. Stark of 1800 Michigan Ave., Detroit, died in 1910. His death certificate shows 



he was 65 when he died of peritonitis. He was in the real estate business. He was born in 

1845, his father from Bavaria (Germany). To Holy Cross cemetery. 

1910 PIONEER OF WEST SIDE SUCCUMBS 
Francis X. Stark, Who First Built Up Farther Michigan Ave., Dies Alfter Long Illness. 
RESIDED IN SPRINGWELLS DISTRICT HALF CENTURY Established Three 
Business Ventures, With a Son-in-Law as Partner in Each Enterprise. Detroit Free 
Press (1858-1922) Detroit, MI. Date: May 17, 1910. Start page: 5. Text word count: 
397. 
 
 
 
 
 

1910 In the 1910 census, Michael Neckel is 37, b abt 1873 in Mich. Residence Detroit, Ward 16, 

Wayne County. Wife: Mary. His father and mother both born in Germany. Household: 

Michael 37 (born about 1873); Mary 30; Francis, 5 (born about 1905); Marie, 4; Frank 

Audeassky (born in Poland) 29; and Elizabeth Ruth, 15, servant. Note: Michael’s wife had 

a father born in Germany. Michael tells census taker he has tools of the trade to be a flour 

miller. Frank Audrosskey tells the census taker that he is a miller and has a flour mill. 

1910 Baby, Michael G. Neckel, born April 23, 1910, died May 12, 1910 in Detroit. Father: 

Michael Neckel. Mother: Mary Stark. Buried Holy Cross Cemetery, Detroit. Source: Find a 

grave 50193758. Death certificate shows the family at 1205 Military in Detroit.  Baby died 

of Whooping Cough according to death certificate. 

1911 DIFFERENT Michael Neckel. According to Find A Grave, Michael Neckel is buried at St. 

John Cemetery in Ypsilanti. His gravestone says born April 22, 1911, died Feb. 20, 1969, 

served TEC4 US Army WW II. Memorial number is 91258425. 

Saint John Cemetery in Ypsilanti is home to Michael J. Neckel. Find a grave 91258425. 

Note: his father was Michael Neckel/flour mill, mother was Mary Rose. 

1912 Jan. 1912. The Western Brewer. The journal of the Barley, Malt, and Hop Trades 

Michael Neckel is at the head of a company in which about 40 Detroit saloonkeepers are 

interested, and which proposes to erect a new brewery near the junction of Military and 

Michigan Avenues. Part of the equipment will come from a plant at Ionia, Mich., which was 

put out of operation by an adverse local option election about two years ago. 

1912 A brewery trade journal in 1912 reported Michael Neckel in the management of Michigan 

Brewery Co., located near the intersection of Michigan Ave. and Military St. in Detroit.  

Neckel and his partners were dismantling a brewery in Ionia, and moving the parts to a 

new brewery in Detroit. 

1912 Michael Neckel started a brewery in 1912. His wife was part of it. Michigan Brewing Co.   

Francis Xavier Stark was Mary Rose’ father.  F. X. Stark and Michael Neckel ran it.  

Operated from 1912 to 1923.  That was in Detroit. It was an old brewery he was 

purchasing. It was located on 1262 Military Avenue in Detroit. Stark Neckel operated it 

from 1912 to 1923.  Trade article Jan. 1912, title says another national brewery planned 

for Detroit.  Proposes to erect a new brewery. 
1912 Michael Neckel before moving to Milan began the Michigan Brewing Company and was 

president during it's inception in 1912/1913 in Detriot.  It was short lived. Source: Nathan 

Brainard. 

1912 Feb. 1912, a brewing publication reported that Michigan Brewer was operated by Seymour 

B. Gorham, Mary R. Neckel, and Michael Neckel. 

1912 Baby Michael J. Neckel b in Michigan about 1912. Died June 19, 1913 in Dearborn. 

Father: John Neckel. Mother: Minnie Nocker. Source: death record, Ancestry Library 

Note: John is probably Michael Neckel’s brother. 

1913 Michigan Brewery had a truck to deliver beer.  Photo shows a delivery man next to a 

Standard Truck hauling wooden cases of beer. 

1913 In 1913 Michael Neckel is listed as president of Michigan Brewing Company. 

1915 1915 (age 43) - Detroit City Directory - Shows Michael Neckel as President of Michigan 

Brewery and gives a home address of 1205 Military 
1912? 

1916? 

In 1936, (1916?) a brewery in Grand Rapids became part of Michael Neckel’s “Michigan 

Brewery” in Detroit (near Michigan and Military). Grand Rapids Brewing Company was 

incorporated in 1892. In 1966, the building in Grand Rapids was demolished. 

1917 1917-1918 (age 45):  WWI Draft Card - States occupation and Merchant for Himself and 



permanent address as 4489 West Jefferson, Ecorse Michigan.  It also shows him as 'short' 

and 'stout' with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  I google mapped the address and the home 

is still there and is a darling home across from the Detroit River. 
 

 

1919 Jan. 16, 1919, ratification of an amendment to Constitution of the US. Prohibition. 

1920 From 1920 to 1933, sale of alcoholic beverages was prohibited in the US. Prohibition. 

1920 Michael Neckel was personal friends with Henry Ford.  The two families both lived in 

Dearborn. They had farms that were connected.  Back then Dearborn was called Stillwater.  

That’s how the Neckels and Fords all knew each other.  It is possible that Henry Ford picked 

Milan as a place to establish one of his rural industries, because his good friend Michael 

Neckel was there, already using the water energy for his mill.  Source: Joyce A. 

1920 Michael Neckel and his family came to Milan in1920 and that’s when he bought the flour mill. 

They came from Ecorse.  He had been a miller previously in Ecorse.  Michael and Mary Neckel 

had 4 children, including Marie, the mother of Joyce A.   Michael ran the flour mill in Milan 

until he died. (he died Aug. 30, 1926)  Source: Joyce A. 

1920 Photo: The beautiful Brick home with two porches was the first Neckel Home when they moved 

to Milan in 1920.  359 W. Main. On south side of W. Main near Argyle. They lived here while 

the Neckel home was being built and finished in 1922 on Neckel Ct (old Mill Rd…see notes 

below)… This house is at W. Main and Argyle  From Nathan Brainard 

1920 John Neckel was baptized in Carleton, MI July 24, 1862. According to genealogy booklet 

provided by Linda Neckel white, “John Neckel after leaving his father and brother’s Grist Mill 

and Feed Business in Newport, MI, he was employed as Superintendent of the Henry Ford 

Farm in Dearborn, adjoining his own farm. In 1919 he bought a 95 acre farm on Ready Road 

in South Rockwood, MI. Family moved there in1920.” 

1921 July 1, 1921, Charles Wilson signed a deed transferring his land (other than the flour mill) to 

the Village of Milan for use as a park. 

1921 Nathan Brainard gives this date for a home occupied by Jerry and Marie Brainard at 38 

Neckel Court. Perhaps this was their first home. 

1922 The 1922 Ann Arbor Directory says Michael Neckel lived at 127 Mill (St.) in Milan. 

Occupation: Flour and feed mill. Spouse: Mary R. Neckel. 

1924 or 

25? 

City directory has a Milan section which indicates that Francis X. Neckel, Michael Neckel, and 

Mary Neckel, reside at 127 Mill St. and Michael operates a flour and feed mill. Xxx 

1920’s 

sometime 

Michael Neckel purchased the flour mill from the Wilson family and operated it for a period of 

time.  Eventually (around 1937) the flour mill was purchased by Henry Ford of Dearborn, MI. 

Source: Obit of Mary Rose Stark Neckel. 

1922 Neckel family moved into new home they built on Neckel Court. It is still standing.  When built, 

it was the talk of the town and was even featured in a magazine with photographs of the home 

and interior.  The home cost $25k to build.   Source: Nathan Brainard 
1924 The Ann Arbor Directory of 1924 includes a Milan section, which shows Michael Neckel 

residence at 128 Mill (Street) in Milan. The Neckel Flour and Feed Mill is located at 128 Mill 

(St.) Also, Francis X. Neckel is listed as residing at 127 Mill (St.) Mary R. Neckel resides at 

127 Mill (St.)  Source: Ancestry Library 

1925 Francis X. Neckel had the same address as Michael Neckel in the 1925 Ann Arbor Directory. 

The Neckels lived at 127 Mill, and the Mill was at 128 Mill in Milan. 

1926 Michael Neckel enjoyed building a huge snowman in 1926.  The big snowfall came in May, 

which was very unusual so late in the season.  So he got his picture taken.  He was operating 

Milan’s flour mill at the time.  Later that year he died. [#1664] 

1926 Michael Joseph Neckel was b. Oct. 20, 1872.  He d Aug. 30, 1926 in Dearborn.  Source: Mary 

R. 

1929   House on the E. Side of Platt, just N of Main St., was built by Anthony and Elizabeth 

(Hartmann) Neckel. They owned 77 acre farm. Anthony was born Jan. 11, 1895 in Newport. He 

and Elizabeth married Oct. 10, 1929.  Anthony came to Milan from Dearborn. He sometimes 

went by “Tony.” He died April 19, 1955 in the family home.  Elizabeth Hartman died July 12, 

1990; she came from Tuscula, Illinois.  Their son John and his wife Clara continued living in 

the house; raised their 4 children there. Source: Neckel Family Bible, Linda Neckel White. 

1929 Anthony Neckel b Jan. 11, 1896 in Newport, MI son of John and Wilhelmina Noeker Neckel. 

On Oct. 10, 1929, he married Elizabeth Hartman (b March 10, 1897; d July 12, 1990 in 



Milan). Anthony and Elizabeth had one child, John Henry, b May 14, 1931. Anthony died April 

19, 1955 in Milan, MI in a home he had built on Platt Rd. across from the cemetery.   

1929 1929 home built.  Mrs. John Neckel died Tuesday night [handwritten note says Feb. 23, 1932]. 

She and her husband moved to Milan from South Rockwood 3 years ago and built a beautiful 

new home on the York Church Road in the village [Milan]. Mrs. Neckel was an active worker 

in the Immaculate Conception Church.  Besides her husband, she leaves 7 children, 2 sons: 

Anthony and Joseph of Milan; 5 daughters --  Mrs. Mary Arquett of South Rockwood; Mrs. 

Anna Esper of Detroit; Marie Delores of the Order of St. Dominic of Adrian. 

1930 Francis Neckel (son of Michael Neckel) is married in Milan with his brother Michael 

(“Michael Jr.”) as best man. 

Michael Neckel served as best man at the wedding of his brother, Francis Neckel, in Milan, in 

June 1930. Francis was wed to Mary Catherine Seifker. Mike’s mother was “Mrs. Mary 

Neckel” according to news clips. Source: Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library, news clip 

on the wedding. 

Note: Newspaper spells her name “Seifker”  Headline: Married Wednesday at Church 

Wedding.  Handwritten note: June 25, 1930.  Yesterday, Wednesday morning, the Church of 

the Immaculate Conception was the scene of a wedding when Miss Mary Helen Seifker, 

daughter of Mrs. Florence Seifker, and Frances Neckel, son of Mrs. Mary Neckel, were united 

in marriage. The Rev. Father L. J. Lainge officiated.  Miss Siefker was given in marriage by 

her grandfather, Mr. Bernard Lampke. (White satin gown etc.) Bridesmaids were Miss Agnes 

Siefker and Miss Louise Neckel. Flower girls: Marie Neff and Florence Roberts. Ring bearer: 

Edward Bakies. Best men: Michael Neckel, brother of the groom, and Felix Seifker, brother of 

the bride. Joseph Seifker and Joseph Livernois seated the guests. Wedding breakfast held at the 

Neckel home.  Source: Friend of Genealogist Vol. 5 page 86 
1932 

Feb died 

Mrs. John Neckel died at her home in Milan area on Feb. 1932. She and her husband built a 

beautiful new home on York Church Road in Milan about 3 years ago (about 1929). Leaves 

behind her husband and 7 children: Anthony and Joseph of Milan; and 5 daughters, Mrs. Mary 

Arquett of South Rockwood; Mrs. Anna Esper of Detroit; Marie Delores of the Order of St. 

Dominic of Adrian. 

1932 Mrs. John Neckel died Tuesday night [handwritten note says Feb. 23, 1932]. She and her 

husband moved to Milan from South Rockwood 3 years ago and built a beautiful new home on 

the York Church Road in the village [Milan]. Mrs. Neckel was an active worker in the 

Immaculate Conception Church.  Besides her husband, she leaves 7 children, 2 sons: Anthony 

and Joseph of Milan; 5 daughters --  Mrs. Mary Arquett of South Rockwood; Mrs. Anna Esper 

of Detroit; Marie Delores of the Order of St. Dominic of Adrian; and Margaret and Louise 

who are at home. 
1933 End of prohibition on December 5, 1933. 

1936 Feb. 4, 1936. Ludington Daily News.  Dateline: Detroit.  AP (Associated Press.)  The Ford 

Motor Co. announced today the purchase of a dam and mill site at Milan, Mich. from the 

Michael Neckel estate. The property was operated as a flour and grist mill for more than 100 

years and was used until only a few years ago. The yard of the Johnston Lumber Co. at Milan 

was included in the purchase. A small plant employing between (80?) and 100 men, will be 

operated by the Ford Motor Co.   

1937 Joseph Michael Neckel was b Nov. 26, 1937, and lived at 11845 Haggerman Rd., South 

Rockwood, Mich. He died March 12, 1986. Source: Ancestry Library Buried at St. Charles 

Cemetery in Newport, Mich. Find a grave #10754093 

1937 Anna Marie Neckel is the daughter of the late Michael Neckel, according to news clip about 

her wedding to John Hartman in June 1937. Anna Marie Neckel married John Hartman June 

1937. 

Her sister-in-law was Mrs. Michael Neckel of Ypsilanti. (Referring to Michael, son of 

Michael.) 

Bride’s uncle, Peter Neckel of Detroit, gave her away. Peter was a brother of Michael Neckel. 

Michael Neckel, of Ypsilanti, brother of bride, was groomsman. 

Francis Neckel served as usher (he was bride’s brother). 

Bride’s mother: Mrs. Mary Rose Neckel. Bride’s sister: Mrs. Gerald Brainard. 

Bride graduated in 1934 from St. Joseph’s Academy in Adrian. 

1939 Joseph P. Neckel owned some property on the NW corner of Main and Platt, at the time Ann 

Delaforce wrote her history essay in 1939. This was formerly owned by Albert Case and before 

that, the homestead of Homer Warner. 



1940 1940 census says Joseph P. Neckel lives in Dearborn. Works as an assembly laborer. His wife, 

Gertrude, is 35. Marilyn is 10; Ann L. Neckel is 4; Joseph M. Neckel is 2. Source: Ancestry 

Library. 

1940 Francis Alphonsus Neckel b Oct. 16, 1940, d 2011. He was brother of Sister Pat Neckel. Pat 

also has a sister, Mary, and brother, Joseph. 

1940 The 1940 Census shows Joseph Neckel, 70, in Dearborn on Neckel Street. He has 8th grade 

education. His sister Anna Neckel, 63, is head of household there. Joseph says his parents were 

both born in Germany. 

1940 1940 census says Joseph P. Neckel lives in Dearborn. Works as an assembly laborer. His wife, 

Gertrude, is 35. Marilyn is 10; Ann L. Neckel is 4; Joseph M. Neckel is 2. Source: Ancestry 

Library. 

1943 Mrs. Mary Neckel, 62, died Jan. (2) 1943 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Gerald Brainard. 

She had been ill several months. Burial at Holy Cross Cemetery in Detroit. She was the 

daughter of Francis and Mary Livernois Stark., members of pioneer Detroit families. Livernois 

and Stark Avenues in Detroit are named after these families. She was born in Mt. Clemens 

April 7, 1880. The family moved to Detroit when Mary was 5. The Detroit house was at the 

corner of Michigan and Livernois Avenues. She married Michael Neckel Nov. 7, 1903. They 

moved to Milan in 1920 when Mr. Neckel purchased the T. H. Wilson flour mill and the Baxter 

Van Wormer Company. He operated the mill for a short time. Mr. Neckel died in 1926 and 4 

years later the properties were sold to Ford Motor Co. The mill was remodeled and the site is 

now the Ford plant of Milan. Mrs. Neckel is survived by 2 sons, Francis of Milan and Michael, 

who is overseas with an army anti-tank unit.  Daughters: Marie Ann Brainard and Mrs. Ann 

Marie Hartmann, of Milan. 
1953 John Henry Neckel, b May 14, 1931, married Clara George Baker Feb. 22, 1953 in Fort 

Mommoth, NJ. He was the son of Anthony and Elizabeth Neckel. John and Clara had four 

children who are all adults in 2013 when Linda Neckel White sent me the genealogy booklet. 

1954 Anthony Neckel, 59, of 13445 Platt Road, died Tues. (April 19, 1955) at his home.  Son of John 

and Minnie Nocker Neckel, he was b July 11, 1895 in Monroe County. He married Elizabeth 

M. Hartman Oct. 10, 1929, at Milan.  They lived at the present address since their marriage. 

He was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  His wife survives, and a son, 

John H. of Saline; five sisters, Mrs. Mary Arquette, Mrs. Anna Esper, Mrs. Margaret 

McGowan, Sister Marie Delores, O. P. of Douglas, Ariz., and Mrs. Louise Godzina of 

Wyandotte; a brother, Joseph Neckel of Rockwood, and a grandson Mark Anthony Neckel.  

Services at Immaculate Conception. Burial Marble Park.  (Died about 1954, add 59 to 1895] 

1955 (1955, probably) Anthony Neckel died at his home Thurs. morning. [Handwritten note says 

April, the year is illegible.] Funeral service at Immaculate Conception Church on Fri. 

morning, Rev. Father Joseph Gierut officiating. Rosary at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home 

Thurs. evening. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend Volume 7 page 

19. 

1968 Janet A. Neckel b. Jan. 15, 1968 at 13445 Platt Rd., Milan, MI. Source Ancestry Library. 

1969 Michael Neckel, son of the Michael Neckel who owned Milan’s flour mill, died Feb. 20, 1969. 

Served in US Army in WW II. He was born April 22, 1911. 

1983 Francis X. Neckel, 1904-1983.  Wife: Mary C. 1908-1994.  From Marble Park Cemetery grave 

stones. See also Find A Grave #26455018 

Francis Xavier Neckel and his wife, Mary Catherine Siefker Neckel, were the parents of Sister 

Patricia Anne Neckel.  Sr. Pat born 1931. Mary Catherine was daugh. of John Siefker. 

1984 In March 1984, John S. Hartman died. He was 72. Born Oct. 3, 1911 in Milan, he was the son 

of Henry V. and Magdalena (Clementz) Hartmann.  He married Ann Marie Neckel June 28, 

1937 in Milan. He was retired from the UM as a custodian. Surviving: his wife, sons Richard 

and Michael both of Milan, Joseph of Maybee. Also 3 daughters, Mary Lou, Eileen Vaught, 

and Kathleen Westerbrink. One brother, Joseph of Milan. Five sisters, Elizabeth Neckel, Clare 

Hartmann, Mary Schwieghart, Cecelia Hartmann and Helen Seifker, all of Milan etc. Burial 

Marble Park Cemetery. 

1993 Marie A. Brainard of Milan died Dec. 26, 1993. Born June 19, 1906 in Detroit, dau. of Michael 

and Mary (Stark) Neckel. On Sept. 27, 1933 she married Gerald Brainard, he died Jan. 25, 

1984. She was a lifelong Milan resident except she and her husband lived in Florida 8 years. 

She owned and operated a beauty salon for several years.  Her children: Gerald, Jack, Carl, 

Mary Jo, and Joyce (Armitage). Preceded by her son Robert and 2 brothers, Francis and 

Michael Neckel. Marble Park cemetery.   Genealogist Friend Vol 11, p. 2 



1994 Mary C. Neckel, 86, of Milan, died July 1, 1994 at home. Born Feb. 14, 1908 in Klipsic, Ohio, 

to Flora Lampe and John Siefker. She married Francis Neckel, he died Oct. 15, 1983. She had 

daughters, Sr. Patricia Neckel (Fransiscan Sister), Mary (Larry) Read,; two sons, Joseph and 

Francis, etc. She had one brother, Andrew Siefker of Milan; 3 sisters, Marjorie, Sr. Agnes 

Siefker, and Rose. She was preceded by 4 brothers, John, Joseph, Bernard, Felix, and 2 sisters, 

Cornelia and Theresa, etc. Marble Park Cem. Source: Genealogist Friend Vol 13, page 10. 

2012 John and Clara Neckel lived in the home built by his parents, Anthony and Elizabeth Neckel. 

Home on east side of Platt Road just north of Main St. They had four children. Their former 

home was burned by the Milan Fire Department in a training exercise in Dec. 2012. They now 

live on west side of Platt Rd. just south of Arkona. Their four children are still living. 

 

 
Needham 

Bob 

In memory of E. R. “Bob” Needham. Born April 10, 1995, died Sept. 1, 1977. Stevens 

Funeral Home. Rev. Vern R. Campbell officiating, interment at Marble Park Cemetery. 

Source: funeral flier. 

Needham 

William 

William Needham, Auctioneer. Source: R. L. Polkk & Co. Michigan Gazetteer, Milan 

section, 1907. 

Nelson 

William S. 

William S. Nelson was appointed Justice of the Peace by the Village of Milan at their 

meeting March 27, 1950.  Source: page 68, Arleigh Squires book, Ancient Modern Milan. 

Nelson W. W. S. Nelson was elected Assessor for the Village of Milan in 1950. Source: Ancient and 

Modern Milan, p. 68 

Nelson 

William 

William S. Nelson, known as “Pop,” worked in “Collection Service” and lived at 118 Dexter 

St., according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Newcomb 

David 

David C. Newcomb and his wife Charlotte J. Newcomb were involved in lending money as 

a mortgage to real estate holders.  In 1933, they foreclosed on a mortgage in Monroe County 

(Old Shack area) after Ellen Bell borrowed from Milan Farmers and Merchants Bank. 

Newman 

Louis 

Louis Newman, 31, a farmer, b. Prussia, answered the census taker in London twp in 1880.  

Wife Polly, 29, also b.Prussia. Daughter Augusta, 8, b. Prussia. Son Louis Jr., 4, b. MI. 

Nichols 

Samuel 
Samuel Nichols, Jr., was elected Assessor of London Township at its first meeting, which 

was April 1, 1833.  At that time the township included what is now Milan and Exeter 

Townships. 
Niga Danny Danny Niga was the son of Ted and Shirley Berkley Niga of Milan. Danny married Bonny 

Hack, the daughter of Elsa Denton Hack (see Max Denton) and Waldo Hack (not related to 

the “Hack House” family). Source: Ron M. 

Niga 

Theodore 

Theordore D. Niga 1920-1998. Shirely A. 1923-1991. Married Jan. 1, 1942.  Marble Park 

Cemetery gravestones. 

Nixon Bob Bob Nixon ran a coffee shop on the north side of Main in the late 50s and early 60s. At 13 E. 

Main. His second wife was Margaret Anderson, she worked in the bnk when he met her. 

Nixon grew up near Harrison, MI. Source: Geneva Dubois, Peggy Anderson’s sister. 

 

NOBLE 
Noble 

David 

David W. Noble, 63, of Frye Street, East Lansing, died June 29, 1982. He was born July 22, 

1918, in Milan. His parents were Dr. Kenneth and Berthia Blackmer Noble. He graduated 

from Mich. State Univ. in 1940 etc. Survived by his wife, Jane Harvey Noble, 2 daughters, 

Wynn and Sally, 2 sons, David B. and Gary A. 

Noble  

Fred 

Fred H. Noble and his family came to Azalia in 1894 and started the business known as 

Noble’s Store.  Fred had [a wife Emma?] four children, William, Marguerite Noble 

Williams, Mary Noble Goetz, and unknown (Harold?). The family lived upstairs over the 

store a few years, then he had the building moved .  He built a new brick store (on that same 

spot?) in 1904 with a dance hall upstairs and living quarters on the side.   He used the old 

(wooden?) building for storage purposes.  Dances were held in the upstairs hall.  Source: 

Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976), page 237. 

Noble 

Juanita 

Juanita Noble was born Dec. 14, 1901 in Milan. She died in Oakland County, Michigan May 

20, 1994, age 92. Her occupation: teacher.  Her residence: Franklin, Michigan. On June 22, 

1923 she married Walter Lee Draper. She was 21. He was the son of Lee Ira (Bub) Draper 

and Bertha (Sis) Mead.  Walter Draper’s occupation: school superintendent, he lived in 

Franklin, Mich. 

Noble Kenneth Noble MD of 128 E. Main died Sept. 14, 1952 at the age of 69.  He was born May 



Kenneth 13, 1883 to Frank Noble and Sarah Noble. He was a Doctor of Medicine.  His wife was 

Berthia Blackmer.  Informant: Mrs. Berthia Noble.   Grave stone at Marble Park says 1883-

1952.  His wife was Bertha Z. 1877-1963, according to grave stone. 

Noble 

Kenneth 

Kenneth Noble, M.D., used to enjoy cigars in the evening. According to family history, his 

house burned down May 30, 1930, apparently this was not the same white house he had 

lived in just west of Marble Methodist Church. Source: Doris Eberlien of Wisconsin. 

Noble 

Kenneth 

Kenneth Noble M.D. started practicing medicine in Milan in 1904 at the age of 21. Source: 

Doris Eberlien, quoting from family genealogy records. 

Noble 

Berthia 

Berthia Z. Blackmer was born May 17, 1877, daughter of Charles and Emily Blackmer.  She 

died June 27, 1963.  She married Kenneth Noble, M.D. on Feb. 28, 1907.  Dr. Noble came to 

Milan in 1904, after he had graduated from the Detroit College of Medicine.  He was a 

typical country doctor.  Started a free lunch program at school.  Five children. Juanita Noble, 

Henry B. Noble, Margaret Noble, Bernith Noble, David W. Noble. 

Noble 

Emma 

Emma Noble 1868-1949.  Azalia cemetery. 

Noble Fred Fred H. Noble 1863-1918 Azalia cemetery.  His gravestone is near Emma and Harold. 

Noble 

Harold 

Harold B. Noble 1894-1924. Azalia cemetery. He is probably not related to Dr. Kenneth 

Noble of Milan. 

Noble 

Kenneth 

Dr. Kenneth Noble and Mrs. Bertha Schenight, both of Milan, stole a march on their 

suspecting friends last Thursday (March 4, 1907) by going to Monore and being married at 

the home of the groom’s grandfather.  Dr. Noble is a highly respected and promising young 

physician in this village and his bride is one of Milan’s fairest daughters.  They are at home 

at the bride’s home, East Main street, for the present.  Source; Newspaper clipping. 

Noble 

Kenneth 

Kenneth Noble and his wife Bertha Z. Noble are listed in the 1924 Ann Arbor directory, in 

the Milan section. He is a physician at 116 E. Main. Source: Ancestry Library 

Noble 

William F. 

William F. Noble at Azalia cemetery 1888-1973.  Next to him is Gertie E. Noble, married 4-

14-1909, she was born in 1888. 

Nordman 

George 

On Jan. 8, 1869, George Nordman was born in York twp. He was son of Robert Nordman b. 

England, farmer, and Thankful Nordman b. Mich. Washstenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 120 

 

 

LETTER O 
 
Oakley  

F. M. 

F. M. Oakley advertised himself as a physician and surgeon in the 1874 Washtenaw County 

Atlas, business directory.  He was born in Connecticut and came to Michigan in 1856. He 

has a York post office. 

Oakley 

Francis 

Francis Oakley, female, b. Feb. 14, 1868 in York twp. Her father: Francis M. Oakley, 

physician, b. Conn. Her mother: Anna E. Oakley, b. Conn. Source: Washtenaw birth records, 

Vol. 1. 

O’Brian 

Robert 

Funeral services for Robert Emmett O’Brien, who was fatally injured in an automobile 

accident near Tecumseh Sunday night, will be held at the Stevens and Bush Funeral Home 

in Milan at 2 o’clock Thursday afternoon. Rev. William A. Johnson will officiate and burial 

will be in Highland Cemetery, Ypsi. The Earl Gladfelter Post of the American Legion will 

conduct military services at the grave. Source: news clipping w/o date 

Oakley 

Susan 

 

1921 

Susan P. Oakley was born in NY state Nov. 2, 1836 and died on March 24, 1921 at Pontiac, 

Mich. She was married Feb. 14, 1856 to Amos Wisdom. Three children were born to this 

union. E. A. Wisdom of Ann Arbor, Mrs. Mary Ostrander of Terrill, Texas, and Clarence 

Wisdom of Pontiac, Mich. Mrs. Wisdom lived in Milan about 37 years. She was a member 

of the Presbyterian church, a charter member of the Order Eastern Star and a member of the 

Women’s relief Corps. The remains were brought here and funeral services were held 

Monday, Rev. T. B. Leith officiating. Interment took place in Marble Park cemetery. Source: 

page 59 Crude Scrapbook, handwritten note says “1921.” See also Find a Grave 15295610 

Oelka John John Gottlieb Oelka, of Milan, Augusta Township, occupation Farming, born 11 July 1874 

at Barschine, Germany; emigrated to the US on 1 April 1875 from Statine, Germany; arrived 

20 April, 1875 in NY on the Franklin, declaration of intent filed 12 Dec. 1914, CC. of 

Washtenaw Co. [declaration shows he is white, fair compextion, Ht. 5’ 10”, 155 lbs, hair 

brown, eyes blue] wife Jennie b. 25 April 1881, Augusta Twp., MI,; 2 children; Lee born 10 



June 1911 in Augusta Twp and resident of Augusta; and Bertha, born 10 Aug. 1915, also 

born Augusta Twp. Ren. William II, Emperor of Germany; resided continuously in US since 

20 April 1875, in MI since 24 April. Adm. Dec. 1918. Source: Genealogial Society of 

Washtenaw County Fall 2015 newsletter 
Oelke 

Herman 

 

See also 

“Elka” 

L. Herman Oelke died Thursday evening in his home, 255 Hurd St.  [Handwritten note on 

news clipping says Dec. 2, 1948.]  He served as supervisor of York twp for the past 15 

years. He served York Township since 1931.  He was b. April 11, 1887 in Augusta 

township, son of Gottlieb and Henrietta Oelke. He was one of 11 children. On Sept. 4, 1907, 

he married Neva Fullerton. They lived on a farm until moving to Milan in 1908. He served 

as York Township Treasurer starting in 1931. Two years later he was elected supervisor.  He 

operated a grain threshing maching in southern Washtenaw County and a saw mill in 

Monroe for many years. He was a member of the Wolverine Lodge, IOOF. Survivng are his 

wife, a son, Donald; a daughter Mrs. Winifred Cook; a sister, Mrs. Harry Wanty, all of 

Milan; a brother, Albert of Willis, six grand children.  Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. High 

level county officials attended his funeral, the county Board of Commissions served as pall 

bearers.  Source: news clipping. 

Olds 

Elisabeth 

Elisabeth or “Lizzie” Olds was born July 29 1872, daughter of Johann Gottlieb Mueller and 

his wife Dorothea Mueller   Lizzie died in 1945. She and her husband Stephen Olds are 

buried in Lake Ridge, somewhere between Cone and Macon. Source: Ron Miller. 

Olds  

Frank 

Frank Olds, 80 a sec. 22 P.O. York  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 
Olds Frank Milan, Mich. April 1. Funeral services for Frank Olds, 74, former resident of York township 

but late of Ypsilanti, will be held Sunday, in York cemetery, Washtenaw County.  Source: 

Crude scrapbook, page 67, can’t tell which newspaper, probably an Ypsi paper. 
Note: Find a grave says he was born 1948 in NY, died 1922, buried in Mooreville. Says his 

parents were Oliver Luke Olds and Amanda Lucy Rich Olds. First wife Acenith A. Shaw 

Olds; second wife Minnie L. Shaw Olds. FAG number 50837136 

 
 

Olds  

Fred 

Fred Olds b 1885 to Gideon Olds (son of Leveret Olds). Fred married Ethel Auten and they 

had a son, Benjamin. 

Olds 

Leveret 

Leveret Olds was b. 1820 in Penn.  His wife Hannah Augustus Olds was b. May 7, 1824 in 

Canada, from Prince Edward, Ontario.  Leveret and Hannah were married Nov. 19, 1857 at 

Lenawee County.  They had five children:  (1) Gideon, b. 1859, married Gertrude Saxon 

Comfort in 1897; (2) Amanda, b. 1861; (3) Steven, b. 1862 in Macon township, Lenawee 

county; (4) Franklin, b. 1864; (5) Cora E. b. 1865, married Edward Topper in 1886 at 

Britton; and (6) Minnie, b. 1868. 

Olds  

Oliver 

Oliver L. Olds was born Nov. 22, 1811 in Greene county, NY. He died Sept. 26, 1880. 

Source: York cemetery, D.A.R. book. 

Olds 

Stephen 

Steven P. Olds was b. 1862 in Macon twp, Lenawee county, the son of Leveret and Hannah 

Augustus Olds.   

Olds 

Stephen 

Stephen Olds. 1921 to 1995. London Cemetery.  Married to Marilyn Reese Baghman Old; 

she was born Feb. 12, 1923, and died March 13, 2001. His Find a Grave:  93256286. 

Olds 

Stephen 

Stephen Olds lived in Cone, Mich. at 20774 Welch Road.  His wife was Lizzie (Elisabeth 

Mueller) Olds.  Their children were Helen, Lena, Earl, Eugene, George, and the youngest 

boy was Jesse.   

Olds 

Steven 

Steven Olds was born in Lenawee county, Michigan on August 16, 1862 and died Nov. 27, 

1931 at the age of 69 years, 3 months and 11 days. His entire life was spent in this 

community. He was united in marriage to Miss Lizzie Miller on Thanksgiving Day Nov. 27, 

1891. To this union were born nine children, one of whom preceded him in death and all the 

others living in this community. 

He leaves to mourn his loss the wife, three daughters, Mrs. Lena Pattie, Mrs. Helen 

Dennison, Miss Nellie Olds and five sons, George, Earl, Gene, Jesse and John, 13 

grandchildren, two sisters, Mrs. Marietta Downing and Mrs. Minda Cook, with a host of 

friends and neighbors. Source: scrapbook. 

Oliver John Oliver, John B., mason. Source: R. L. Polkk & Co. Michigan Gazetteer, Milan section, 1907. 

Orcutt R.D. R. D. Orcutt, DDS advertised his office in the “Miller Building” on West Main Street, 

Milan, in the newspaper in February 1934.   

Orosco 

Steve 

Steve Perry Orosco, age 18, died June 23, 1992 from injuries sustained in an automobile 

accident. He was born April 17, 1979 in Ann Arbor, the son of Steve and Corene 

(Schroeder) Orosco. He was going to be an 8th grader in Milan Middle school and he loved 



to play sports. He was a member of Milan Baptist Church Youth Group. He is survived by 

his parents and by three sisters, Hope, Chastity and Sarah, all at home. Also survived by 

grandparents Harvey Schroeder, Korena Orosco and Aspena Ubbele. The fatal accident 

happened when he and another boy went for a joy ride and lost control of the car at high 

speeds on a dirt road 

Orr Lucillas Orr was b. July 19, 1867. Her parents: Seldon Orr, b. in NY, farmer, and mother 

Caroline Orr b. Mich.  Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

Osborne 

George 

On June 11, 1864, George M. Osborne and his wife Emma sold some Mooreville property to 

George Whiting. Lots 1, 2, and 3 in block 1 south range 1 west. (Mooreville Hotel). Also 

land commencing in the SE corner of block 1 south range 1 west, then westerly on the south 

line of lots 1 - 7, then south to river, west along river to Mill Street (Hotel Back Yard). 

Document signed by “James Gauntlett Jr.” and also by Thomas Gray, Notary Public. 

Osborn 

Leroy 

Leroy “Ted” G. Osborn, 79, 92 Dixboro Road, Ann Arbor Township, died Feb. 8 [1980] 

after an extended illness. Born June 12, 1900 in Augusta Township, son of George S. and 

Edith Mae (Russ) Osborn. He married Wilva Lee Trusdell June 16, 1928, in Holly, MI. He 

was an Army veteran of WW I and had been employed by the Washtenaw County Road 

Commission for 40 years before retiring. He was a member of Topinabee Community 

Church and a life member of Phoenix Lodge F.A.M. number 13 in Ypsilanti. Survived by 

his wife; his son, Don L. of Ann Arbor; one sister, Thelma Dysinger of Whittaker; one 

brother, Harold D. of Central Lake, MI. Services held at Stevens Funeral Home. Burial at 

Marble Park. Source: Genealogist Friend Vol. 16 page 54, Milan Public Library.  Also on 

book 10, page 95. 
Osborne 

Leroy 

A photo of Milan’s winning basketball team, around 1918? Or so, shows both Leroy and 

Harold Osborn. Apparently Harold was a sophomore and Leroy was a senior at Milan High 

when they beat Grayling to make the state championship. 

Ost  

Alvin 

Alvin Ost must have been on the village council in 1956 when he posed in a picture with 

other village dignitaries, for the opening of natural gas in the Milan area. 

Ost Alivn Alvin M. Ost was born Oct. 14, 1914 in Manitou Beach, MI, the son of August W. and Mary 

Anna (Staudacher) Ost. He lived at 247 E. Braman St., Milan, age 71, when he died 

suddenly Thursday, Dec. 26, 1985 at home. On Oct. 26, 1940, he married Helen L. Smith in 

Blissfield. Mr. Ost was a master plumber. He started working with Harvey Young in 1939. 

From 1947 until 1950 he was a partner in Ost and Beauregard Plumbing and Heating. Then 

in 1950, he became co-owner of Young and Ost Plumbing and Heating (presently known as 

Milan Plumbing and Heating) until his retirement in 1977. He was a member of the Peoples 

Presbyterian Church of Milan, the Master Plumbers' Association, the Milan Research Club, 

Tri-County Sportsman Club, Devils' Lake Yacht Club, Loyal Order of the Moose No. 323 of 

Milan and past President of Aid in Milan. Mr. Ost was also past president and past member 

of Milan Rotary and former member of the Milan Kiwanis Club. Survivors besides his wife, 

Helen, include two daughters and sons-in-law, all of Milan; two sisters, Mrs. William 

(Amelia) Van Zandt of Adrian and Mrs. Theresa Wallace of Portage. He was preceded in 

death by his parents and nine brothers and sisters, John, Mary, Martin, Frances, Lawrence, 

Marguerite, Joseph, Richard and Marvin. Funeral services will be held 2 p.m. Sunday at 

Peoples Presbyterian Church in Milan with the Rev. Vern Campbell officiating. Burial will 

follow in Marble Park Cemetery in Milan. Find A Grave Memorial# 69854821. 

 

OSTRANDER 
Ostrander 

Adeline 

Adeline Ostrander was born in 1834 and died in 1924. London Vault Cemetery. Source: 

HM. 

Ostrander 

____ 

_____ Ostrander, 1847-1898. Age: 51. Maple Grove cemetery, Dundee township. 

Ostrander 

Alvin 

Alvin Ostrander died Sept. 7, 1878 at Whiteford. He was 3 months, 22 days. Cholera 

Infantum. Parents: Calvin and Mary Ostrander of Whiteford.  Monroe county death records. 

Ostrander 

Alzada 

Monroe Commercial newspaper, May 17, 1881.  Mrs. Alzada Ostrander of Whitford died 

May 11, 1881. 

Ostrander 

Anna 

Monroe Commercial, Dec. 14, 1876. Miss Anna M. Ostrander, age 8 years old, died Dec. 5, 

1876. Her father was Billy Ostrander. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives 

Ostrander 

Arthur W. 

Monroe Eve. News Oct. 2, 1965. Arthur W. Ostrander Sr., 70, of 1844 Talbot St., Toledo, 

died Thursday in Veterans’ Hospital in Ann Arbor. He was the brother of Louis Ostrander of 



Ottawa Lake. Survived by his wife, Fern E. Ostrander; 2 daughters and 4 sons etc. Source: 

Monroe Historical Society archives. 

Ostrander 

Cecil 

Cecil Ostrander died 1840. Source: Maple Grove Cemetery, Dundee township. 

Ostrander 

Clara 

Monroe Democrat June 11, 1896. Ostrander,Clara. Some few days since Mrs. Clara 

Ostrander, of Morenci, Lenawee county, came to Monroe and was visiting at the residence 

of Wm. Brown of the Fourth ward. Mrs. Ostrander had been sickly for about three months 

and was feeling quite well. Last week she suffered a relapse and died Saturday evening. She 

leaves a husband and child to mourn her death. Her remains were taken to Morenci Monday, 

for burial. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives 

Ostrander 

Dewitt 

Dewitt Ostrander lived from 1869 to 1954. London Vault Cemetery.  Source: H.M. 

Ostrander 

De Witt 

Dundee Reporter, May 6, 1954. De Witt H. Ostrander was born April 29, 1868 in London 

township. He died April 30, 1954. His parents were William H. and Adeline (Hack) 

Ostrander. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

DeWitt 

Monroe Eve.News May 1, 1954. DeWitt H. Ostrander, 86, died at 7 p.m. Friday in 

University Hospital at Ann Arbor. His illness had been lingering one and the last three years 

he had been in the Beach Convalescent Home at Dundee.  Son of William H. and Adeline 

Hack Ostrander, he was born April 29, 1868 at the family farm at Ostrander Corners, 

London twn, the same farm where he spent his entire life with the exception of the last 3 

years. He had been London township supervisor for 15 years.  Stevens and Bush funeral 

home in Milan. Rev. LeRoy Cabbage of Peoples Presbyterian Church will officiate. Burial 

in London cemetery. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

Edwin J. 

Publication date;  April 20, 1927. “Edwin J. Ostrander, age 52 years, DEAD.” Edwin J. 

Ostrander, 52 years old, well known here, and a brother of Dewitt Ostrander, supervisor of 

London  township, Monroe county, died at the home of his brother, Sayre Ostrander, at 

Grand Martan, Mich., on Monday according to word received by Supervisor Ostrander. The 

body will be brought to the home of Supervisor Ostrander, at Ostrander’s corner in London 

township, where funeral services will be held. The exact date of the funeral services has not 

been arranged.  Mr. Ostrander is survived by three brothers, Dewitth Ostrander of London, 

Sayre Ostrander of Grand Marias, and William Ostrander of International Falls, Minn., and 

one sister, Mrs. Edith Ostrander, of Ypsilanti. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

Frederick 

Dec. 12, 1969, Temperance, Monroe Evening News. Frederick Ostrander, 76, of 1160 Smith 

Rd., Temperance, died yesterday at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Toledo. Funeral home in 

Sylvania, Ohio, and burial in Sylvania.  The son of Lewis and Henrietta Ostrander, he was 

born Feb. 7, 1893 in Ottawa Lake and had lived for 60 years in Temperance. A builder and 

contractor for 50 years, he retired in 1957. He married Bernice Herzig Feb. 1, 1917, in 

Toledo. Surviving are his wife, 2 sons, Donald of Holland, Ohio and Robert of San 

Francisco, a daughter, Mrs. Dorothy Frye of Tetaluma, Calif; a brother, Lewis, of Ottawa 

Lake; a sister, Mrs. Maude Sautter of Toledo; 13 grandchildren and 8 great grandchildren. 

Source: Monroe Historical Library, archives 

Ostrander 

George 

George Ostrander, 1841-1899. Maple Grove cemetery, Dundee township. 

Ostrander 

Gerald 

Monroe Evening News Aug. 8, 1940 

Dr. Gerald Dean Ostrander, 31 year old chiropractor of 308 North Monroe Street, was killed 

today on M-50 when his car went into a ditch. He was born in Montevideo, MN on Sept. 15, 

1909. He graduated from Palmer School of Chiropractic four years ago. He married Miss 

Mabel Bussert on July 16, 1936 at Davenport and they came to Monroe immediately after 

the marriage.  He is survived by his mother, Nellie Ostrander; a brother, Ronald Ostrander of 

Cincinnati; two sisters, etc.  Source: Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

Julie (Mrs. 

Lewis) 

Monroe Evening News May 2, 1939. Dundee, May 2 --   Mrs. Julia Eva Ostrander, aged 82, 

died Monday noon at the home of a stepdaughter, Mrs. Taylor Janney east of Dundee. She 

had resided at the Janney home three years and had been confined to her bed most of the past 

year since she suffered a stroke. She was born Oct. 9, 1857 in Ohio and was the widow of 

Lewis J. Ostrander.  She was a member of the Congregational Church here and was very 

active during her earlier years. She is survived by three step children, Mrs. Janney, Mrs. 

Frank Hanlon of Detroit and Harry Ostrander of Missouri.  The body was taken to the Kyper 

funeral home where services will be held Thursday at 2 p.m. with the Rev. C. H. Innis 

officiating.   Burial at Maplegrove Cemetery. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives 



Ostrander 

Lewis 

Lewis Ostrander, 33, farmer, b. MI, and both his parents b. NY. From the London twp 

census of 1880.  Wife Clara, 32, b. MI. Daughter Annie, 10, b. MI. Son Harrison, 7. 

Daughter Lucy, 11 months, b. in June (probably b. June 1879) 

Ostrander 

Lewis 

Lewis Ostrander died Oct. 19, 1895 at Whitford. Age 62 years, 3 m. and 22 d. Cause: dropsy 

of heart. Sex M. Color W. Marital M. Birthplace NY. Occupation Farmer. Father: William 

Ostrander. Mother: Abagail Ostrainder. Source: death records Monroe county. 

Ostrander 

Mary 

Dundee Reporter April 18, 1935. Mrs. Mary Ostrander, who would have been 100 this fall, 

died Thursday at the home she had occupied on Monroe Street here for 64 years. She 

suffered a broken hip in April 1933.  Her maiden name was Mary Chapman.  Her first 

marriage was in 1856 to William H. Orr of New York State when she was 21 years old.  He 

was wounded in the Civil War and died of gangrene. The couple had four children, 3 of 

whom survive their mother:  George W. Orr of Dundee, William W. Orr of Detroit, and Mrs. 

Etta M. Edwards of Detroit.  Her third husband was Daniel Ostrander of Dundee, a civil war 

veteran, and proprietor of a grocery store for many years. The wedding took place in 1874.  

The third husband died 10 years later. Source: Monroe Historical Library archives 
Ostrander 

Mary 

Mary Ostrander lived from 1861 to 1948. London Vault Cemetery. Source: H.M. 

Ostrander 

Mary 

Monroe Commercial April 16, 1874.  Died on the 11th, Mary B. O’Strander, wife of Daniel 

O’Strander, after a severe illness, aged 41years. She was an ernest and devout Christian.   

She leaves five small children to mourn her loss. The funeral was held at the Baptist church 

on Monday, the 13 inst; discourse on the occasion by Rev. Mr. Shanafelt of Monroe. Source: 

Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

R. H. 

Riesdoff H. Ostrander, druggist of Milan, Mich., was b in London twp Sept. 28, 1859. His 

father, William Ostrander, was born in New York State, and came to Michigan in 1856. He 

purchased land with his brother and then entered the mercantile business. During the 

Rebellion [Civil War] William Ostrander was engaged as enlisting officer for the United 

States Army, with headquarters at Detroit. Riesdoff attended the district school at London, 

helping his father in the store until he was 16 years of age; he then went to Dundee to the 

high school, after two years he entered the high school at Ann Arbor, then entering the 

Pharmacy Department of the Michigan State University of Ann Arbor, Mich., and graduated 

in the class of 1883. In the fall of 1883 he entered a wholesale drug house at Atlanta, Ga. 

Then came to Ohio and secured a position as prescription clerk, remaining one year.  He 

then came to Dundee, entered the employ of Geo. W. Hurd and took charge of the business 

while Mr. Hurd was at the New Orleans Exposition. But wishing to be in business for 

himself, he came to Milan and opened a first-class drug store, which he continues to 

manage. April 13, 1880, he married May E. Wisdom, of Milan, Mich., her parents being 

residents of that place. Mr. Ostrander is a member of Wolverine Lodge, No. 197, I. 0, O. F., 

of Milan, Mich. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

Ostrander 

Riesdoff 

Riesdoff H. Ostrander was born Sept. 28, 1859 and died April 8, 1898. London Vault 

Cemetery, info from H.M. 

Ostrander 

Reisdorf 

Reisdorf H. Ostrander was b. in London twp. Sept. 25, 1859. His early life was spent on his 

father’s farm, interspersed with clerical work in a country store. He grew up to be a 

pharmacist.. He graduated from the Michigan University in 1883. He then spent one year in 

Atlant, Georgia, and one year in Canton, Ohio, working as a pharmacist. Returning to his 

early home he married Mary Wisdom on April 13, 1886 in Milan. Then he worked at 

Stockbridge and Milan, coming to Monroe and working for D. A. Hagans about five years 

since. Two weeks ago Sunday he drove out to London and contracted a severe cold. He 

worked until Sunday, April 3 (1898). That night he was stricken with pneumonia and died 

Friday April 9. He left a wife and two children.  He was buried in London. Source: Monroe 

Democrat newspaper, April 14, 1898. Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Ostrander 

William 

A. William Ostrander was born Nov. 30, 1828 and died Aug. 16, 1897. London Vault 

Cemetery. 

Ostrander 

William 

William Ostrander was b in Ulster county, N. Y., Nov. 30, 1828. He married Sarah A. Hack, 

of Milan, Sept. 8, 1858. They had 6 children. Mr. Ostrander is a merchant, farmer, and 

postmaster at London for a number of years. At one time he had the mails carried from 

Raisinville to London at his own expense. He came to London in May, 1856, locating on 

104 acres. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

Ostrander 

William 

William Ostrander served as Supervisor of London Township in 1879.  Ostrander 

interrupted a long running streak of Supervisor Albert Bond.  In 1880, Bond was back in the 



saddle again, running the township. 

Ostrander 

William 

William Ostrander, 51, was b. NY.  That is what he told the census taker from his London 

twp home in 1880. His occupation: merchant grocer and dry goods. Wife S. A. Ostrander, 

45, b. MI. Her father was b. VT and her mother b. NY. Son Riesdoff H. Ostrander, 20, living 

in the home, occupation: Clerk in store. Daughter Edith, 18, b. MI. Son William, 15. Son 

DeWitt H., age 11.  Son Sayre H., 8. Son Edwin J., age 6. 
Ostrander 

William 

Sarah Adeline Hack was b. Sept. 27, 1834, daughter of Bethuel Hack. She married William 

Ostrander. They had a son named William Henry Ostrander, and he married a woman named 

Edith. Source: Karron, granddaughter of Edith M. Ostrander. 

Ostrander 

William 

Henry 

Martha H. Ostrander Murphy was the daughter of Edith S. Ostrander and William Henry 

Ostrander.  William Henry Ostrander was the son of Sarah A. Hack and William Ostrander.  

Source: Karron, granddaughter of Edith M. Ostrander. 

 

Ostrander 

William H. 

William H. Ostrander, 33, farmer and carpenter, was b. NY.  He answered the London twp 

census in 1880 and apparently lived very close by to William Ostrander age 51.  Wm. H. 

Ostrander, age 33, had a wife Alice, 26, b. MI. Daughter Lucinda, 6. Son Harvey L., 3, b. 

MI.  Son Henry, 1, b. NY.  Oddly enough this couple had most of their family in Michigan 

except the youngest one, the baby was b. in NY (or else the census taker made a boo boo.) 

Ostrander 

W. H. 

W. H. Ostrander ran a display ad in the Milan Leader in about 1893 or 1894. The ad is quite 

large. It says “Farmers, Attention! New feed mill at Willis.” Then it says “The feed mill 

department of W. H. Ostrander’s new feed mill at Willis is ready to receive custom grinding. 

Farmers can get their grist same day they are received. We hope by fair treatment and fair 

charges to get a share of your patronage.” Then it says “Ground feed, corn and oats on 

hand.” 

 

OVERAKER 
Overaker 

Darius 

Darius Overaker was born in London Townhsip June19, 1844.  He married twice.  On July 

18, 1887, Darius married Margaret Elizabeth Ridgon in Ohio. Their children: Charles Walter 

Overaker, b. July 31, 1888; Mary Jane; and Lelah, b. April 7, 1897.  Source: Betty Goodhall.  

Darius was married to Henrietta, perhaps she was his first wife.  Children: Effie M. 

Overaker; Maud; and Arthur Lee.  Darius went to Indiana.  Darius was the oldest son of 

Martin Delos Overaker and Sally Ann Pool.   

Overacker 

Delos 

Delos Overaker, 23, farmer, was b. MI according to the London twp census of 1880. His 

wife Lilly Fuller was 20; son Andrew, 1.   

Overacker 

Ella 

Ella M. Overacker died Dec. 19, 1871 in York twp. Her age: 3 yrs, 6 mos, 21 days. Cause: 

Blood croup. Parents: Darius and Harriet Overacker of London, Mich. 

Overracker 

Ella 

Ella M. Overracker was b. May 28, 1868 in York twp. Father: Jasino Overracker, a farmer, 

b. Mich. Mother: Harriet, b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1, page 50. 

 Ella Overacker was the mother of Sara Overacker Calhoun.  Ella Overacker died very young 

(I believe she was 27).  Source: Emma Fortin of Jackson, descended from the Calhoun 

family. 

Overaker 

Orson 

Orson Overaker was b in London, Mich., Oct. 28, 1850. He married Margaret Johnson, of 

Milan, Dec. 15, 1870. In 1880 he purchased 40 acres in London twp.  They have 2 children. 

Address, London. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

Overacker 

Orson 

Orson Overacker married Margaret Johnson of Milan.  One of their children was Frank, born 

about 1868. Austin was born about 1871.  Frank died before 1880.  Source: Betty Goodhall 

from census records.   

Overacker 

Sally 

Sally A. Overacker died Oct. 31, 1891 at London Township.  Cause: Heart disease.  Age: 67.  

She was a widow. Her father was Thomas Pool, her mother was Sarah Pool. 

Overacker 

Sarah 

Sarah Overacker married Stephen V. Calhoun. See Find a Grave  75255415 which says 

1852-1920.  See also “Calhoun.” 

 

Letter “P” 
PACKARD, PALMER 
Packard 

George 

George Packard was born Aug. 4, 1867 in Tecumseh, but his parents lived in York twop. 

Father James H., a farmer, b. NY, and Sarah Packard, b. PA. Source: Washtenaw birth 

records. 



Paddock 

Varn 

Milan’s elementary school is named after Varn D. Paddock. He is pictured in [#2831], 

[#3305] and [#3029]. 

Paddock 

Varn 

Varn D. Paddock was the principal of Milan High School in about 1936, because his 

signature appears on the diploma of David Woodrow Noble. He is also shown as “Principal” 

in the ceremony dedicating the new high school in 1926. 

Paddock 

Varn 

Varn Paddock taught chemistry and physics. He was a very dedicated teacher. I knew Anne, 

who married his son Bernard “Barnie.” Varn Paddock also had a daughter, Dorcus. Source: 

Joanne McGovern. 

Paddock 

Varn 

Varn D. Paddock is buried in Monk Cemetery in Vanburen County, Mich, with his wife, 

Nellie M. Harper. He was b June 9, 1893; died Nov. 4, 1971.  Find A Grave #6578854 

Paint Creek “Paint Creek” in Augusta Township got its name from the clay along that creek, because the 

Native Americans used the varietyof clay colors for face paint for ceremonial occasions. 

Source: Peter Diehl of Ypsilanti Twp., who grew up in northern Augusta Township and 

heard this explanation since he was a child. 

Palmer  

A. F. Mrs. 

Harriet Palmer of London twp was born in Oneida county, N. Y., Sept. 9, 1828. In 1835 her 

parents came to Michigan. Mrs. Palmer married A. F. Palmer, of London, Sept. 22, 1850. He 

enlisted in Co. I, 11th Mich. Vol. Inf. as private Aug. 24, 1861; was promoted to 1st sergt. of 

the company April 1, 1862; he took charge of the company, the commissioned officers 

having been captured, and while performing this duty was killed at the battle of Stone River, 

Jan. 2, 1863. Their five children are all living. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by 

Talcott Wing p. 31. (Civil War) 

Palmer 

Ansyl 

Ansyl F. Palmer 1885-1965.  Cemetery stone, Marble Park.  Next to Mabel Cook Palmer. 

Palmer 

Callista 

Miss Callista Palmer gave the address to the Milan High Alumni Banquet during the 

summer of (probably 1901). Source: Newspaper clipping. 

Palmer 

Carrie 

Carrie M. Palmer died Jan. 10, 1907 according to Monroe death register, book C page 142. 

She was 31 years, 0 months and 20 days of age.  She was married and lived in Milan. She 

was born in Iowa. 

Palmer 

Charles 

Charles Palmer died Friday. He left a widow and five children.  Children: Mrs. Bessie 

Moyer, Mr. Ansyl Palmer, Mrs. Mabel Knaggs of Milan, Mrs. Ada Wilson, Miss Sylvia 

Palmer. 

Palmer 

Dexter 

Dexter J. Palmer, age 72, 1 mo, 19 days, died Feb. 9, 1896 at Bedford. Bright’s disease. 

Marital: M. Birthplace: Maine. Occupation: Farmer. Parents: Unknown. 

Palmer 

Edward 

Edward M. Palmer 1905-1976.  Probably husband of Letha M. Palmer.  Marble Memorial 

Park Cemetery, grave marker. 

 

Palmer 

E.R. 

E. R. Palmer (not sure of first initials, handwriting unclear) answered the 1880 census in 

London twp. He was 40, a farmer, b. MI. Wife Isabella (or Belle) 35. Daughter Mary 

(possibly, name Mary hard to read). Age 15.   Son Earl H. 12, name “Earl” is a possible 

name since handwriting is so poor. Mother in law Alma Whiting, 67, b. NY. 

Palmer  

E. R. 

E. R. Palmer, an active farmer, was b in London twp, April 13, 1810. His parents were 

among the early settlers of Michigan.  April 13, 1864, he married Belle Whiting, who was 

born at London twp, Feb. 7, 1845. Her people came from Yates county, N.Y. They had 4 

children: Mary, Earl H., Gilbert W. and Calista A. Mr. Palmer's farm has 200 acres. He deals 

in stock, has been drain commissioner and school inspector. Address, Exeter. Source: 

History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

Palmer G. MM G. W. Palmer ate Christmas dinner at MM Perry Lamkin and family at Whittaker. 

Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911. 

Palmer 

Henry 
Henry H. and Lucy Palmer deeded some land to Mary A. Palmer. dated Dec. 1884. 

 

Palmer 

Henry 

Henry Palmer answered the 1880 census in London twp. He was 66, farmer. His wife Lydia 

C. was 56. Son William Palmer age 28, farmer, b. MI.  Daughter-in-law Rosella, 24. Son 

Perry E., 19. Niece Alice C. age 19. A sister-in-law, Mary S. Beach, 63, b. NY.   

Palmer 

Gershorn 

Gershorn Palmer was born Feb. 17, 1838 and died 7-14-1919.  Marble Park cemetery.  His 

age would have been about 81. 

Palmer 

Helen 

Helen B. Palmer 1909 - 1921.  Marble Park Cemetery gravestone.  See also Find a Grave 

46092534 

Palmer Helen Palmer was born Nov. 2, 1909 in Mich., died June 1, 1921. Her father was Will S. 



Helen Palmer, mother was Myrtie Blouck, both b. in Mich. Burial in Marble Park. Source: York 

township death records. 

Palmer 

Henry 

Henry Palmer served as Supervisor of London Tonwship in 1858, 59, 66, and 71. He also 

served as Justice of the Peace in 1876. 

Palmer 

Henry 

Dr. Henry Palmer was born May 5, 1806. He died April 12, 1892.  He was removed from 

Mooreville cemetery and buried July 20, 1896 at Marble Park cemetery.   Source: 

Mooreville cemetery records.   

Palmer 

Henry 

Henry A. Palmer, Physician, is in the 1870 York Township census. Age 64. wife Lucy, 57. 

Mary A., 26, occupation “Milaner.” Margaret A. 20. Lucy M. 18. 

Palmer 

Henry 

June 2, 1873.  Seller: Thomas Braman of York twp.  Buyer: Henry H. Palmer of York twp. 

Price: $250.  Lot number 3 and 16 of Braman’s Plat, Village of Milan.  Notary public: A. B. 

Hanson.  Witness:  M. A. Palmer.  L. 79, p. 393.    

Palmer 

James 

James A. Palmer, 36, farmer, was b. in MI according to 1880 census in London twp. Wife 

Nancy b. MI. Daughter Minnie 12. Son Charlie 9. Son William 7. 

Palmer  

L. 

L. Palmer owned a lot on W. Main in Milan according to 1876 Monroe County atlas.  The 

lot is on the N. side of West Main about halfway between Church and downtown, Lot #3, 

just east of Nathan Putnam’s home.  A. Braman owns Lot #1, two doors down. 

Palmer 

Letha 

Letha M. Palmer 1907 - 2004.  (Probably wife of Edward M. Palmer) Marble Park Memorial 

Cemetery grave marker. 

Palmer 

Lucy 

Since last August Mrs. Lucy Clark had been suffering from rheumatism and other ailments 

and she was at the hospital in Ypsilanti. She returned home and almost immediately was 

taken with typhoid fever. She d Dec. 29, 1920.  Mrs. Lucy Clark was b in Williamston, 

Mich., on March 31, 1852. She was the youngest daughter of Dr. Henry Palmer and Mrs. 

Lucy Palmer.  At the age of five year she moved with her parents to Holly, Mich., where 

they resided for nine years.  In 1866 the family moved to Milan, which place has been their 

home ever since.  In Sept., 1873 she married George Clark. She adopted three daughters, 

Eva, Dorothy, and someone. Lucy proved a kind and loving mother, ever desiring the best in 

life for her girls. Eva Palmer d March 30, 1908. Miss Dorothy remains to be a comfort and 

stay to the bereaved sisters, Miss Nettie and Maggie Palmer.     

Palmer 

Lucy 

See “Lucy Palmer Clark” for her full obituary. See also Find a Grave 64316016 

Palmer 

Lucy 

Lucy Palmer was b Nov. 12, 1812. She d Feb. 7, 1894. She was buried July 20, 1896. (May 

have been reburied later.)  Source: Mooreville cemetery records. 

Palmer 

Lydia 

Lydia C. Palmer 1880-1935.  Marble Park Cemetery grave stone. See also Lydia C. Lamkin 

Palmer. 

Palmer 

Mabel 

Mabel Cook Palmer 1888-1978.  Grave stone at Marble Park Cemetery, next to that of Ansyl 

F. Palmer. 

Palmer 

Margaret 

Margaret Palmer was born 4-4-1850 and died 12-18-1922.  Marble Park. 

Palmer 

Marie 

Glen Edwin Peppers, 27, passed away Friday, January 16, [1941?] at the University 

Hospital, following a short illness.  He was born in Riverton, Mason County, Oct. 21, 1912.  

He was the oldest son of Mae and Thomas Peppers.  He was united in marriage to Marie L. 

Palmer on May 12, 1933.  They had 4 children, two survive  --   Maurine Mae, and Lee 

Edwin.  He has made his home around Milan for the past 10 or 12 years.  Burial in Azalia 

Cemetery. 

Palmer  

M. A. 
J. L. Marble bought insurance on his grocery store, a 2-story brick building owned by M. A. 

Palmer on the south side of Main Street in Village of Milan. Insurance purchased Nov. 21, 

1892. Source: ledge book, Insurance Company of North America, Mell Barnes, agent. 
Palmer  

M.A. 

M. A. Palmer.  On Dec. 27, 1894, Her two story brick, metal roof building occupied by 

assured as a millinery store and dwelling.  Also insuring her two-story brick metal roof 

building occupied by a harness store and dwelling.  Both buildings on the south side of Main 

Street.  The premium was $5 for a one year policy. 

Palmer 

Mary 

Mary Annette Palmer died July 25, 1928, according to death certificate.  She was single.  

Age 84.  Born Oct. 31, 1843 in Michigan.  Occupation: dressmaker, self employed.  F: Dr. 

Henry Palmer, b. N.Y.  M: Lucy Mather, b: NY.  Burial in Marble Park. 

Palmer 

Mary 

Mary Palmer and Lucy Clark were Milan retailers.  Mary had a fifty year career with shop 

on main street c1880's. Source: Susan at Washtenaw County Historical Society. 

  



Palmer, 

Mary (Mrs.  

Marquis 

Palmer) 

Mrs. Sarah Bogardus of London township was born in Erie county, NY, Sept. 13, 1840.  She 

came to Michigan with her father in 1857, locating in Newaygo county.  In 1858 she married 

Marquis Palmer of London township.  He was born in Genesee county, NY in 1826, died 

1877.  By this marriage four children were born to them, John, Perry, Orlanda, and Cora. All 

are living except Cora who died Dec. 17, 1886.  Dec. 22, 1883, Mrs. Palmer married 

William Bogardus of Milan, whose name she now bears.  (From History of Monroe County, 

1913, page 26) 

Palmer, 

Mary, sister 

of 

Yunkman 

Milan: Miss Julia Yunkman, 74, of 12225 Stony Creek Rd., died today in the home where 

she lived for 54 years. Services will be at Stevens and Bush funeral home, with the Rev. 

Harry W. Coleman, pastor of the Mooreville Methodist Church, officiating. Burial will be in 

Mooreville Cemetery. Miss Yunkman was born July 4, 1885 in Bohemia, the daughter of 

Frank and Katherine Yunkman. The family came to the United States when she was 20 and 

moved immediately to the Stony Creek address. Miss Yunkman is survived by four sisters, 

Mrs. Herman Bruckner, with whom she lived; Mrs. Mary Palmer of Mesa, Ariz., and Mrs. 

Albie Eddy and Mrs. Nettie Hammond of Green, Ohio, and three brothers; Joe of Ypsilanti 

and Edward and Fred of Green. Source: Monroe Evening News, March 21, 1960, found at 

Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Palmer 

Myrtle 

Myrtle E. Palmer, 1876 - 1921.  Marble Park Cemetery grave stone. 

Palmer 

Myrtie 

Myrtie Palmer was b. March 5, 1876 in Mich. and d. Sept. 11, 1921. Father: Mike Blouck b. 

Mich. and Nancy Ackley b. Mich. Buried in Marble Park. Source: York death records. 

Palmer, N. According to 1876 map of Monroe County, “N. Palmer” owned land along E. Main in 

Milan, on south side of street, apparently where the “Palmer Block” is today.  Next door to 

the east is “Dr. Bessae” and next door to the west is a store-size strip of land, then property 

owned by S. H. Gay. 

Palmer 

Nettie 

Miss Nettie Palmer is the post mistress in Milan. (As of 1881 apparently.) Source: History of 

Washtenaw county 1881, page 1418. 

Palmer 

Nancy 

Nancy Palmer was born Sept. 13, 1850 and died 10-1-1924.  From Marble Park Cemetery 

records.  Her gravestone indicates that her husband was James K. Palmer 1843-1925.  Others 

in this “strip” of gravestones:  Helen B., Myrtle E., William S., Lydia C. Palmer. 

Palmer 

Pearl 

Miss Pearl Palmer of Ypsilanti spent all last week visiting and calling on her Milan friends. 

Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911. 

Palmer 

Pearl 

MM Myron Wilson and daughter Vedah entertained several friends of Miss Pearl Palmer of 

Ypsilanti. They held a shower in her honor. She received many beautiful pieces of china and 

handy kitchen utensils.  Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911 

Palmer 

Sarah 

Sarah Palmer was born Sep. 15, 1838. She died Sep. 4, 1888. She was buried July 20, 1896. 

(May have been reburied from elsewhere.)  Source: Mooreville cemetery. 

Palmer 

Sarah 

Sarah J. Palmer, 40, occupation “farming,” answered the London twp census in 1880.  She 

was b. NY. Her father was b. Mass. And mother b. VT. Son, John, 21, farm laborer, b. MI. 

Son Perry, 19, assists at home on farm. Daughter Cora, 16, b. MI, works as a domestic 

servant. Son Orlando, 10. 

Palmer 

Violet 

In1900 York Township census, “Morgove?” is first name, Palmer last name. Mary A. 

Palmer, 56, has two adopted daughters, Eva born May 1887, and Violet born March 1894. 

Palmer 

Walter 

Walter E. Palmer died Sept. 12, 1950 at age 74. He was born 3-22-1876. Lived at 230 W. 

Main. Occupation: Embalmer.  Father: George Palmer. Mother: Frances, last name not 

known.  Informant: Jennie Palmer.  London cemetery. 

Palmer 

William 

William C. Palmer died Sept. 30, 1917 according to Monroe County death records, book C 

page 156, Milan records.  He was age 74 years, 4 months, 25 days.  (So he was born about 

May 26, 1843).  He was a retired farmer.  He was born in NJ.  Father: Ishmael Palmer, 

mother Susan Rosilan.   

Palmer 

William 

William S. Palmer 1872-1926.  Marble Park Cemetery grave stone. 

 

PARKER 
Parker 

Durwood 

Durwood L. Parker died at the Ridgewood Sanitarium Nov. 20, (1955) at the age of 70. His 

home is at 13083 Wabash Rd. where he was a truck farmer the last 4 years. Previously he 

worked at Ideal Furnace Co. for 43 years. He was the son of Louis and Flora Parker and was 

b. Nov. 18, 1885 in Monroe County. He married Eva Campbell May 8, 1907. Rice cemetery. 



Source: aid to genealogists, Vol. 7, p. 84.  See also “Maltby.” 

Parker  

E. O. 

E. O. Parker advertised in the 1874 Washtenaw Atlas, business directory, to showcase his 

business, Mooreville House (hotel).  He was born in Michigan and has a York post office. It 

says he came to Washtenaw County in 1827. 

Parker  

Ezra O. 

Ezra O. Parker, an old and respected resident of this vicinity, died at the farm home of his 

daughter, Mrs. John [Lizzie] Clark, north east of Mooreville, Jan. 19. He was over 88 years 

of age. His wife died several years ago and he is survived by his daughter, and a son, Mr. C. 

W. Parker of Detroit. Burial at Mooreville cemetery. Ezra O. Parker was born Sept. 9, 1827 

in Webster township, and departs this life Jan. 19, 1916, at the age of 88 years, 4 months and 

10 days. At the age of four years he moved with his parents to London township. On Jan. 3, 

1853 he married Mrs. Sarah A. [Warner] Harmon of York township. Since the death of his 

wife, Feb. 22, 1890, he has made his home with his daughter, Mrs. J. M. Clark. Source: 

Genealogist Friend, vol. 6, p. 60, Milan public library. 

Parker Ezra Ezra Parker, 42, is a hotel keeper in the York Township census in 1870. He has real estate 

worth $6,500 and $1,000 in personal property. His wife, Sarah E., is 45. 

Parker Ezra 1850 census taken in London township, Monroe county: Evelina Nichols F 48y; Clarissa 

Nichols F 16y; Alice E. Nichols F 12y; Cornelia S. Nichols F 10y Ezra O. Parker M 22y. 

Source: Leta Knauss. 

Parker Ezra In 1870, an agricultural survey of York Township finds Ezra O. Parker with 90 acres of 

improved farmland, and 110 of woodland. 

Parker Ezra Ezra Parker, 1899, found in the US City Directories, in the Ann Arbor directory, with the 

following address: “20 York” 

Parker Ezra Ezra O. Parker of York bought property from Augustus Liscum and wife Lydia, of York, 

Sept. 7, 1869 for $200. Lots 4 and 5 in block 1 south, range 1 west in Village of Mooreville, 

containing 1 and half acres. Subject to a mortgage given by Wm. E. Maroin of $50 and also 

a mortgage to Peter Clark $75. J. R. Bowers justice of the peace. Liber 71 page 152. 

Parker Ezra Ezra O. Parker and his wife Sarah A. Parker received $125 for property in Mooreville on 

June 28, 1872.  The buyer: William H. Culver of York township. Lot 5, block 1 south, range 

1 west in Village of Mooreville (just west of the old hotel).  J. R. Bowers, Justice of the 

Peace. Liber 77, page 482. 

Parker Ezra Ezra Oren Parker married Sarah Warner Harmon June 2, 1853. Sarah's first husband was 

Curtis Harmon. Ezra Oren and Sarah's children: (1) Hugh Parker, 1854-1859. (2) Joseph 

Willard Parker, 1855-1857. (3) Helen Mar Parker, 1858-1893. Helen  married John Henry 

Day onSept. 9, 1877 at Saline.  (4)  Mary Elizabeth "Lizzie" Parker, born 1860. Lizzie 

Married John Clark about 1885 and had a daughter, Charlotte Clark,  in abouat 1896. (5.) 

Clark W. Parker, born 1862. He married Luella Webster March 22, 1882 at Detroit; they had 

one son, Wyman C. Parker, born 1884.  Source: Leta Knauss. She also says Evaline Nichols, 

buried in London cemetery, was mother of Ezra Parker. She was bNYabouat 1802, and 

married Ezra Parker “Sr.” Later she married Nichols. 

Parker Ezra He is found on Ancestry and also on Find a Grave. He died 19 Jan 1916 - according to 

Ancestry. 1860 Census in Saline, with a post office in Manchester, shows E. O. Parker, 33, a 

farmer; Sarah Parker, 35; Estella Harmon (her son), 12; Flora Harmon, 10; Hellen Parker, 1; 

and Eliza Parker, 1 month. 
Parker Merl Merl Parker is pictured in 9th grade, Milan school annual, in 1925 

Parker J. C. J. C. Parker bought $500 worth of insurance from Hartford on Feb. 24, 1890 to cover his 

household items, and another $300 insured value on his piano, located in the two-story metal 

roof brick building owned by Wm. Whitmarsh on the south side of Main Street.  Also a 

permit to keep a gasoline stove on his premises.  It cost him $10.40 for a one year premium. 

Parsons A. H. Parsons was the Milan township supervisor in 1855 and 1856. 

 

Parsons 

Alice 

Miss Alice Parsons of Milan married Charles Woodward of Detroit (formerly of Milan; son 

of Mr. and Mrs. Perry Woodward). Marriage took place at the bride’s home. Source: Vol. 5, 

page 118 Genealogist Friend at Milan Public Library. 

Parsons 

Chcarlotte 

SALINE: Mrs. Charlotte Parsons, wife of G. L. Parsons who operates a men’s clothing store 

here, died at her son’s home in Royal Oak last night after a lingering illness. She was 68 

years old and had been visiting in Royal Oak three months. A lifelong resident of Saline, 

Mrs. Parsons was born Aug. 25, 1871 in York Township. Besides her husband sheleaves her 

son, Robert B. Parsons of Royal Oak, two brothers, William Barr and George Barr, both of 

Saline, two grandchildren and several nieces and nephews. Private funeral services will be 



held at Kietker funeral home, followed by public services at 2 o’clock in the Federated 

Church, Rev. Roy Miller officiating. Burial will be in Oakwood Cemetery. Handwritten note 

says Oct. 5, 1939.  From Vol. 1, page 59 Genealogist Friend. 

 

PATTERSON 
Patterson 

Charles 

Charles E. Patterson elected Clerk of Village of Milan on March 19, 1898.  Same, 1899. 

 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

May 10, 1897. For the sum of $275, John C. Harker of Detroit transfers to Julia E. Gauntlett, 

property starting in the center of the Monroe Saline Highway to the NW corner of a lot 

owned by the late Thomas Dexter, now owned by Charles E. Patterson and Gertrude 

Patterson.  L. 139, p. 36, Washt Register Deeds. 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

Charles E. Patterson is listed at Ancestry dot com. Says he was born May 23, 1889  in 

Monroe, Monroe County, Mich., and died Nov. 11, 1938 in Milan, Monroe County. His 

parents were A. M. Patterson and Caroline Stewart. His spouse was Gertrude Hitchcock. 

Charles E. Patterson is buried in Highland Cemetery, Ypsilanti. 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

In the 1930 census, Charles E. Patterson was 63, Gertrude C. Patterson was 62, in Milan, 

Washtenaw County. 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

The 1920 census says Charles E. Patterson, 52, his father was born in Indiana and so was his 

mother. He is a retail merchant, groceries. Wife Gertrude C. Patterson, 51. Also in the home: 

Maurine L. Patterson, 22. 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

Charles E. Patterson is 33 in the 1900 census, York township, village of Milan. His father 

was born in Penn. And his mother was born in Indiana. Gertrude S. Patterson, 32. Maurine 

L. Patterson, 2. Ellen J. Throop, 22, a school teacher is in the home. 

Patterson 

Charles E. 

Charles E. Patterson, on Jan. 12, 1891, bought 3 years insurance coverage. He valued his 

household furniture at $400 for insurance purposes, located in the frame dwelling on the 

corner of Redman and Anderson St. Source: Home Insurance Co. ledger. 

Patterson 

Charles 

Charles E. Patterson, 72, a grocer in Milan for 44 years, died at his home Nov. 11, 1938. He 

was a member of the Milan school board many years, a trustee of the Baptist Church and 

active in other civic affairs. He came to Milan about 48 years ago. His wife, Gertrude and 

one daughter, Mrs. Maurine Suttenfield of Chicago survive. 

Patterson 

Charles 

Charles Edward Patterson died suddenly Thursday afternoon, from a heart condition. He was 

b. in Camden, Indiana, Nov. 21, 1866 and died Nov. 10, 1938 at age 71.  The son of Rev. A. 

M. and Caroline Patterson, he was one of six children.  His parents and 4 siblings preceded 

him in death. As a young adult, he came to Milan and worked for the Wabash railroad and 

later with A. E. Putnam in his dry goods store. About 50 years ago he became associated 

with the Whitmarsh Grocery store of which he eventually became the sole owner.  He joined 

the Baptist Church 48 years ago and held office of deacon and trustee most of that time. He 

was also Sunday school superintendent for many years. At one time he served on the Village 

Council and for many years on the Board of Education.  He was married in 1889 to Gertrude 

C. Hitchcock who survives, along with daughter Mrs. George W. Suttenfield.  Stevens and 

Bush funeral home.  Burial in Ypsilanti. (Martha’s Note: his wife was related to Whitmarsh 

family.) 
Patterson 

Gertrude 

Mrs. Charles Patterson, lifelong resident of Milan, 72 years old, died at her home on W. 

Main St. on Aug. 16 [1940].  She was Gertrude C. Hitchcock before her marriage and was 

the daughter of the late Alonzo and Elizabeth Dexter Hitchcock. She was born April 11, 

1868, in York twp. and was married To Mr. Patterson in Milan May 23, 1889. Mr. Patterson 

was a merchant in Milan for many years, and died Nov. 10, 1938. She is survived by a 

daughter, Mrs. George Suttenfield of Milan, and a half-brother, Arlie Hitchcock of Ann 

Arbor. Burial at Highland cemetery in Ypsilanti. 

Peppers 

Arlene 

Arlene Joyce Peppers was born at her home on Wabash St. Feb. 22, 1935 and died at St. 

Joseph Hospital Aug. 20, 1936, age 1 year 5 months 28 days. Burial at Azalia cemetery 

beside her grandmother Palmer. Rev. Johnson, officiating. “Thank you card” from Mr. and 

Mrs. Glen Peppers, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hunt, and Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Palmer. Source: 

Genealogist Friend Vol. 1 page 12, Milan Public Library. See also Find A Grave Memorial# 

60692065. 

Pepper 

Carrie 

Carrie Mabel Jewell was born July 22, 1893 and married Glenn Ernest Pepper on Feb. 14, 

1914 in Ypsilanti. See also “Jewell” for more about her. Source: Sallie Pepper Bancroft. 

Pepper Rev. H. A. Leeson of the Methodist church united Miss Carrie M. Jewell in marriage to 



Glenn Glenn Pepper at the home of Orson Pepper, Madison St, Saturday evening. The couple were 

attended by John A. Coxford and Miss Celia Harrington. A wedding dinner followed the 

ceremony. Mr. and Mrs. Pepper will reside on a farm near Dixboro. [Handwritten note: Feb. 

14, 1914]. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 6, page 76. 

Pepper 

Glenn 

Glenn Ernest Pepper b in London twp, Milan, MI Dec. 15, 1889 and d Dec. 19, 1972 at 

Addison in Lenawee county, MI. Buried at Toledo Memorial Park. His parents were Orson 

William and Myrtie Bell (Millage) Pepper. He married Carrie Mabel Jewell Feb. 14, 1914 at 

Ypsilanti. They had 7 children: Orlyn Glenn, Melbourne Atwood, Laurel “Larry” Dow, 

Rudolph “Rudy” Elsworth, Maxine “Mickie” Vena, Doreen Jewell and Bernard Milton. 

Source: Sallie Pepper Bancroft, daughter of Orlyn. 

Pepper 

Glenn 

Glenn and Carrie Pepper had a son, Orlyn, born on Nov. 27, 1914  at The Maples (probably 

in Superior Township, Washtenaw County). He was the father of Sallie Bankroft. Their 

other children were: Melbourne, b Jan. 3, 1916 at The Maples; Laurel “Larry” Pepper b Aug. 

10, 1917 at The Maples; Rudolph “Rudy” b Nov. 2, 1918 at 320 Cross St., Ypsi; Maxine 

“Mickie” b Dec. 31, 1919 at 320 Cross St.; Doreen b Jan. 31, 1921 at 320 Cross St.; Bernard 

“Bernie” b Dec. 29, 1931 at Madison St. in Ypsi. In 1932-33 the family lived in Mooreville. 

Source: S.B.   

Pepper 

Lizzie 

Lizzie Pepper d Sept. 20, 1883, age 18 years, 5 months. She was the daughter of William 

Hezikiah and Cornelia Millage Culver. Lizzie Culver was the first wife of Orson Pepper; she 

died in childbirth. Family records show that she had two children, names not known. Source: 

Sallie Pepper Bankroft. 

Pepper 

Norma 

Norma Geraldine “Gerry” Wineland b in McComb, OH June 17, 1915, dau of Clarence 

“Clyde” and Gail Gertrude Moorhead Wineland. She married Orlyn Glenn Pepper June 9, 

1934 in Angola, IN. Died March 8, 2003 in Tecumseh, MI. Source: Sallie Pepper Bancroft. 

Pepper 

Olen 

Olen Pepper had a wife, Ella. Olen’s real name was Stephen Olen Pepper.  Olen had a son 

named H. Clay Pepper (see “Bertha Cone.”)  Olen’s brother was Orson William Pepper.   

Pepper 

Olen 

Olen Pepper bought 3 years coverage with $4 premium. Valued $500 on 1 1/2 story frame 

dwelling on south side of First St. Zero on furniture. Mortgage: Arthur J. Delaforce was 

lender. Aug. 31, 1891, Home Insurance. 

Pepper 

Orlyn 
In the mid 1940s, Glenn Pepper owned and operated a large, elaborate bar and restaurant 

called “Club 23” at the corner of Carpenter and Willis Roads. There was live entertainment 

and dance music. Ypsi State Hospital employees frequented the place. 
Pepper 

Orlyn 

Orlyn Pepper married Norma Geraldine Wineland June 9, 1934. They had two children: 

Dale Norman b July 2, 1938, and Sallie Jean, b March 22, 1941. Source: S.B. 

Pepper 

Orlyn 

Sally Jean was born at Beyer Hospital March 22, 1941 (NOT March 23).  NOTE: the mother 

was the former Norma Geraldine Wineland. 

Pepper 

Orlyn 

Sally Jean was born at Beyer Hospital March 23, 1941, daughter of MM Orlyn Pepper. Mrs. 

Pepper was the former Geraldine Wineland of Mooreville. Genealogist Friend Vol. 7 p. 19. 

[Sally later spelled her name Sallie.] 

Pepper 

Orlyn 

Orlyn Glenn Pepper b Nov. 27, 1914 in Superior twp, Washtenaw County, son of Glenn 

Ernest and Carrie Mabel Jewel Pepper. He married Norma Geraldine “Gerry” Wineland 

June 9, 1934 in Angola, IN. They had two children: Dale Norman and Sally “Sallie” Jean. 

He d Jan. 28, 1995 at Saline Hospital in Saline, MI. He lived in Milan, MI. Buried at Marble 

Park Cemetery. 

Pepper 

Orson 

Orson Pepper b Jan. 26, 1862 in Capac, Mich. And d Dec. 25, 1935. Married his first wife, 

Lizzie Culver. Married a second wife, Myrtie Belle Millage. Source: S.B. 

Peppers 

Glenn 

Glenn Edwin Peppers was the father of Maurine Mae Edwards. She was born Sept.  25, 

1933; died November 26, 2017. Previous names: Maurine Mae Levack, Maurine Mae 

Peppers. Maurine’s mother: Marie Laura Palmer. 

Pesha, 

Frank 

Frank Pesha, a gifted photographer, may have been a car painter in Detroit who sometimes 

came to Milan and other localities to create wonderful postcards. Some of Milan’s best 

photos of the time were taken by this man. He was born about 1888-1890 and lived with his 

parents much of his adult life. Note photo #3727 for example. 

Pesha 

Louis 

Photo postcards marked “Pesha” were photographed by this man.  Louis James Pesha, who 

lived from 1868 to 1912.  Had post card outlet in Marine City, Michigan. No, wait, it was 

FRANK Pesha who took those photos in Milan. 

Peters 

Ernest 

Ernest Peters, known as “Pete,” was in the”Retail Produce” business according to a Rotary 

club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949.  His residence was not indicated. 



 

PHILLIPS 
Phillips 

Alvah 

Alvah Phillips died Dec. 20, 1844. Age 45 years, 6 months, 15 days. His headstone is 

located at Mooreville Cemetery in Row 14 near Wilcox family. 

Phillips 

Annette 

Annette L. Phillips of 22 Tolan street passed away Monday afternoon at Infirmary Hospital, 

Ann Arbor, at the age of seventy-five years. She is survived by her husband, Henry N. 

Phillips. Funeral services are being held at two o’clock from the Stevens and Bush funeral 

home. Burial is being held at Rice cemetery. [Handwritten note Aug. 14, 1939]. Source: 

original newspaper obituary glued into a scrapbook and given to Warren Hale, then 

transferred to Milan Area Historical Society. See also Find A Grave Memorial# 58175548 

Phillips C. The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County has a Directory of Milan Township, listing C. Phillips, 

“Farmer, making Merino Sheep raising a specialty, Sec. 10.” 

Phillips 

Clara 

Clara A. Phillips was b. April 1863 in Milan, daughter of Nathan Phillips and Ann J. Wilcox 

Phillips.  Clara was married in Oct. 3, 1886 to Perry E. Palmer.  Source: EL. 

Phillips 

Emma A. 

Emma A. (Nellie?) Phillips was b. Aug. 15, 1857 in Milan, daughter of Nathan Phillips and 

Ann J. Wilcox Phillips.  Emma died April 13, 1924 in Milan twp, buried in Rice cemetery. 

Phillips 

Ferridon 

Ferridon Phillips was b. July 29, 1855 in Milan, died 1940 in Ypsilanti. Buried in Rice 

cemetery. His father: Nathan Phillips. Mother: Ann J. Wilcox Phillips.  His wife’s name was 

May C. Russ; the wife was born in Sept. 1862 and she died in 1925, and she was buried in 

Rice cemetery.  Source; EL 

Phillips 

John 

1876 Atlas of Monroe County lists John Phillips as a general farmer, Sec. 9 in Milan 

Township. 

Phillips 

May 

May C. Phillips died yesterday at the home of her niece, Mrs. Lafayette Spink, 275 S. 

Wallace Blvd. Ypsilanti.  (handwritten note says June 6, 1945).  She was born in Augusta 

Township Oct. 10, 1862 daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Russ. She was married April 27, 

1886 in Augusta township to Ferridon Phillips, who died in 1940.  She lived on a farm west 

of Milan after 1918. She attended Ypsi Normal College, and taught for several years at 

Raleighville school. She sang in the choir for 30 years at the Mooreville and Milan 

Methodist churches.  Funeral at Stevens and Bush, with Rev. Walter Heyler officiating. 

Burial at Rice Cemetery. Source: Milan Library, obits, page 68. 
Phillips M. M. P. Phillips served as Director of District 8 public school in York twp, 1898-1899. 

Mailing address was York, probably near Mooreville. Source: Genealogical society Washt. 
Phillips 

Millard P. 

Jr. 

Millard Parlia Phillips Jr. bought a jewelry store at 20 E. Main St. in Milan, in 1915. The 

store had previously been operated by Mr. Kleckner.  Millard Jr. was born Oct. 7, 1893, the 

son of Millard Parlia Phillips Sr. and Clara Belle Wilcox Phillips.  Millard Jr. was married to 

Maurine Kelsey Miller on Nov. 14, 1922.  His occupation: jeweler.  Millard Jr. and Maurine 

had one child and lived at 258 Ideal St. in Milan.  Millard Jr. developed some land that had 

been owned by his mother, Clara Wilcox, and was the original homestead of Lewis A. 

Wilcox.  Millard Jr. died Oct. 27, 1970.  Source:  Phillips genealogy book at Milan Area 

Public Library. 

Phillips 

Millard P. 

Sr. 

Millard Parlia Phillips, Sr. was born Oct. 11, 1855, the son of Parlia Phillips and Mary 

Warner Phillips. Millard Sr. was married Oct. 8, 1884.  Died July 10, 1926.  Occupation: 

Farmer. Religion: Baptist. Wife’s name: Clara Belle Wilcox.  Millard Sr. and Clara Belle 

had two children:  (1) Lucy May Phillips Braman, b. May 9, 1888, and (2) Millard Parlia 

Phillips Jr. b. Oct. 6, 1893.  Source: Phillips genealogy book at Milan Area Public Library 

plus the Warner family book dated 1919, “Descendants of Andrew Warner.” 

Phillips 

Millard P. 

Millard P. Phillips was b. Oct. 11, 1855 in Mich. d. July 10, 1926. f: Parley Phillips, b. NY. 

Mother: Mary Warner, b. NY. Buried at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: York death records. 

Phillips 

Millard F. 

Pres Village of Milan 1966-67.  photo #1188.  City of Milan’s first mayor. 

Phillips 

Millard F. 

Millard F. Phillips, age 92, of Milan, passed away December 13, 2020, at Saline Evangel-

ical Home. He was born on May 7, 1928, in Ypsilanti to Millard and Maurine (Miller) 

Phillips. 

Millard graduated from Milan High School in 1946, joined the U. S. Marine Corp. and 

later enlisted in the Michigan National Guard, attaining the rank of Master Sgt. He at-

tended Fogler Institute of Watch Making then joined the family business, founded by his 

father in 1915. Phillips Jewelers remained a family business in downtown Milan for 78 

years until Millard retired in 1993. 



On March 30, 1951, he married Marie Ninotti, 

In 1963 Millard was appointed Village Board Trustee. Following that appointment, he 

became Village President, City Councilman and the first Mayor of Milan, following its 

attainment from village to city in 1967. He served on City Council continuously for 25 

years from 1963 until 1987. 

In 1988, he was appointed Secretary of the Milan Building Authority, overseeing the con-

struction of the new city hall and police department building. 

In 1992, he was appointed Trustee and treasurer for the Milan Public Library where he 

served for 16 years. 

He joined Don Harkness and Isabelle Schultz, establishing the “Greater Milan Area 

Community Foundation.” 

Millard served on the board of Directors of NBD Ann Arbor from 1986-1990. He was an 

avid genealogist and helped organize over 1250 articles of Milan’s history that is now a 

collection held at the Milan Public Library. 

He is survived by his wife, Marie and their three children, Millard David (Deanna), Mary 

Kay, and Robert (Tagy); six grandchildren, Mathew, Aaron, Kelly, Ameen, Zayn and 

Alexander; 10 great grandchildren. 

Phillips 

Nathan 

Nathan C. Phillips, 82, died at his home southwest of town Nov. 14, 1913. Last week he 

suffered a stroke of paralysis. He was born in the town of Barry, Orleans county, NY 

January 21, 1831. When 4 years of age he came with his parents to Michigan settling in the 

neighborhood where he spent the remainder of his life. He married Ann J. Wilcox Dec. 8, 

1852. She died Feb. 7, 1906.  He leaves a daughter, Miss Nell Phillips at home, son Faridan 

Phillips, and daughter Mrs. Perry Palmer of Maybee.  Funeral: Rev. E. N. Wilson.  Burial in 

Rice cemetery. 

Phillips 

Nathan 

Nathan Phillips b. Jan. 24, 1831 in Barre, Orleans county, NY. He married Ann J. Wilcox in 

Milan (see “Wilcox”).  He died Nov. 14, 1913, buried in Rice cemetery.  Nathan’s parents: 

Alva Phillips and Sally Mead.   Nathan and Ann had 3 children, (1) Ferridon Phillips b. July 

1855; Emma A. ‘Nellie’ Phillips, b. Aug. 15, 1857 in Milan, and Clara A. Phillips (Palmer) 

b. April 8, 1863 in Milan. See separate listings for children.  Source: EL. 

Phillips 

Nathan 

A petition signed by Nathan Stuart, Stephen V. Hitchcock, Henry M. Burt, H. B. Bessac, C. 

H. Wilson, Richard Callis, Isham Hitchcock, Chilson Phillips, Alonzo Mead, Nathan 

Phillips, John Burnham, S. H. Gay, Edward Smith and L. D. Teall requested dispensation for 

a Milan Masonic Lodge, which was granted Jan. 29, 1874. 

Phillips 

Parlia 

Parlia Phillips was b. in Phelps, NY July 11, 1812. He married Mary Warner, daughter of 

Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner. Mary was b. Jan. 15, 1818 (or Nov. 15, 1817) in 

Phelps, Ontario County, NY.  They both died in York township; he died Oct. 27, 1874, she 

died March 20, 1884.  They had 7 children. (1) Henriette Phillips (Martin), b. May 26, 1840; 

d. Oct. 19, 1899 in Bay City. (2) Sarah E. Phillips, b. Nov. 25, 1842. (3) Ellen L. Phillips, b. 

March 22, 1844.  (4) William E. Phillips, b. Aug. 12, 1846; d. Apr. 11, 1852.  (5) Not 

named, b. Feb. 16, 1849; d. March 4, 1849.  (6) Milton E. Phillips, b. Dec. 27, 1851; d. 

March 8, 1915, at Lake Ridge, Mich. Married Julia Carter.  (7) Millard P. Phillips, b. Oct. 

11, 1855; owns a homestead farm four miles from Milan, in York township; married Clara 

B. Willcox on Oct. 8, 1884.   

Phillips 

Sally 

Sally Mead Phillips, wife of Alvah Phillips, has a headstone in Mooreville cemetery Row 

14. She died July 1, 1846.  She was 41 years, 22 days.   She was the daughter of Newcomb 

Mead. 

Pickens 

Cora 

Cora M. Pickens b.1892 died 1965. Gravestone at Azalia Cemetery. 

Pickens 

Clyde 

Clyde Pickens had a son, Ray; then a son, Vernon; then Jim; then Florence (who married 

Nelson Bruckner); then a son Rollo, then the youngest son was Richard who died in WW II. 

Pickens 

Clyde 

Clyde Pickens, Azalia Cemetery. Headstone says 1878-1954. 

Pickens 

Florence 

Florence Pickens married Neson Bruckner and lived on their farm in Azalia. Nelson b 1907. 

Source: John Bruckner of Azalia. 

Pickens 

Richard 

Richard Pickens was the youngest son of Clyde Pickens. He was photographed on the 

Bruckner farm in Azalia in early 1930’s.  He served in the Army in WWII and died serving 

his country. Source: John Bruckner. 

Pickens 

Richard 

Richard Pickens has a headstone in Azalia Cemetery, says Mich. Prvt 243rd Port. Co. T. C. 

WW II.  Born 5-13-1925, D 12-24-1945. 



Pickett 

Helen 

Helen Pickett Straits was b Nov. 25, 1910, daughter of Julian and Mary Pickett. She went to 

Milan High School. She had a brother, Melvin Pickett.  (Obit has handwritten note :July 31” 

and is included with other newspaper clippings around 1944.)   Source: Genealogist Friend. 

Pickett 

James 

Edward 

James Edward Pickett was born Dec. 4, 1932. While in high school, he suffered bone cancer 

in his leg and had to go through an emputation above the knee. He used an artificial leg and 

was able to do a variety of things despite this disability. He graduated Milan High School in 

1951; he almost had to gradudate one year late because of all the school he missed while in 

the hospital, but he took extra classes and graduated with his classmates. He married Jane 

Butler, another Milan High School graduate. He and his father, Melvin, sold International 

Harvester trucks.  He married Jane Butler, another Milan High School grad, on May 16, 

1953.  He volunteered as a basketball coach for the Catholic school in Milan. 

Pickett 

James 

explosion 

On May 9, 1962, James Pickett was called out to do a welding job for Jack Butler’s Sunoco 

Oil business at the Milan Farmers Coop.  Jack had been selling coal, but his coal sales were 

diminishing as his furnace fuel sales increased. Jack had a 1,000 gallon gas tank which was 

filled with water. Then they noticed a repair needed on the other side, so they turned it over 

and didn’t realize there was a baffle in the tank. The baffle caused an air pocket inside the 

tank, so when Jim tried to weld, it exploded. He was thrown high into the air and died 

immediately. Jack Thompson was standing on the tank with Jim when it happened, and Jack 

was severely injured, especially his head and his left eye.  Jane remembers finding out about 

it. She was at her home with the three children: Girl, age 6; boy, age 4; and girl age 3. Jane 

says her father-in-law and mother-in-law came to her home to tell her. “It was the hardest 

thing he ever had to do in his life,” Jane says. This death occurred just one week before 

Jane’s 9th wedding anniversary.  Source: Jack Butler and Jane Pickett Bomia. 

 

Pickett 

Julian 

Julian A. Pickett died at home, 200 (Hack?) St. Tuesday morning. (Newspaper clip has 

handwritten date “Jan. 31, 1950.”)  He was born May 12, 1876 in Hornell, NY, the son of 

David and Cynthia Pickett. He married Mary Morrow Dec. 12, 1900 in Detroit. He was a 

clothing cutter.  In 1912 he moved his family to a farm east of Milan. In 1925 they moved to 

Milan. He worked for Ford Motor Co. for 18 years. Later he worked with his son Melvin at 

the Main Service Station and was employed at Saco Manufacturing Co. Belonged to 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.  His son Joseph Leroy died in 1904. His daughter 

Mrs. Helen Elizabeth Straits died in 1944. Julian was buried in Marble Park Cemetery. 

Source: obit copied in Genealogist Friend. (See also “Straits.”) 

Pickett 

Julian 

J. A. Pickett signed a promissory note on Oct. 21, 1930, payable to Joel L. Marble. $125. It 

was also signed by J. Melvin Pickett. It is a four month note at 6% interest.   

Pickett 

Melvin 

MM Melvin Pickett had a son, James Edward. The baby was b Dec. 4, 1932. Source: 

newspaper clipping, Genealogist Friend at Milan Library. 

Pickett 

Melvin 

Melvin Pickett, father of James Edward Pickett, sold International Harvester trucks from a 

dealership at 64 W. Main St. in Milan, where dance Xplosion is today. Melvin served on the 

Milan (village?) council. He also served on the Milan Fire Department and was Fire Chief.  

His first run as Fire Chief occurred on May 9, 1962, when he responded to an explosion at 

the Milan Farmers Coop on West Main beside the Ann Arbor Railroad tracks. Melvin’s son, 

James, had been welding an oil tank and it exploded, killing him instantly. Jack Thompson, 

owner of the fuel oil tank, was also severely injured and had to be hospitalized, not being 

able to work for 1-2 years. 
Pickett One of the Pickett boys was killed while welding a gasoline tank.  He was working at a gas 

station on West Main, north side of the street.  Joe Sinkule had a Ford dealership in that 

location for a while.  The Pickett boy who died, was [James] the son of Melvin Pickett. 

Pickett 

Melvin 

Melvin Pickett had a Kaiser Frasier dealership at 64 West Main.  The dealership was there in 

the 50’s, as recalled by Jerry Cook.  Note: See WBW column Aug. 2, 2001. 

Pinkham  

R. C. 

R. C. Pinkham, M.D., general practice and surgery, had an office over the bank in Milan. 

Hours: 7-9 a.m., 12-2 and 7-9 p.m.  Source: Milan Leader newspaper, Jan. 4, 1889. 

Piper Betty and Dick Piper owned Western Auto in Ann Arbor after the original owners (Doris 

and Jack) died. The Pipers had it where the Lighthouse is, and then moved across the street 

to where Hungry Howies is. Source (concerning names): facebook message from Jodi Piper 

Laslo of Milan. 

Plunkett 

John 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County as a directory for Milan Township, listing John Plunkett. 

“General Farmer, Stock and Sheep grower, sec. 8.” 

Plunkett John Plunkett, who died on Feb. 19, 1921, at his home at 4467 16th St., where he had lived 



John since coming to Detroit from Milan, about nine years ago, was born in Ireland in 1845 and 

came to this country when he was six years old. In 1871 he married Mary Egan of St. 

Catharines, Ontario. They had four children: Anna, who died in infancy; William O. of Lone 

Pine, CA; Elizabeth F. and Teresa A. of Detroit who still survive him. Mr. Plunkett was ill 

but two weeks, apoplexy being the cause of his death. His remains were taken to the home of 

his sister, Mrs. Elizabeth F. Ablard, 1571 Perry St and from there taken to Milan on Feb. 22 

for burial in Marble Park Cemetery, to where the remains of his wife, who had preceded him 

in death by ten years, had been removed from St. Mary’s Cemetery in West Milan [Cone] 

about four months ago. Funeral services were held in St. Mary’s Church at Milan; Rev. H. F. 

Zindler of Whittaker officiating, with Rev. Frank Kennedy of Ypsilanti assisting. Rev. 

Kennedy was a life-long friend of the family. The latter spoke feelingly of the kindness and 

hospitality of Mr. Plunkett to all who came to his home in Milan. Relatives and friends to the 

number of ten accompanied the remains to Milan. Source: obituary, probably in the Milan 

Leader, dated 1921, found in Genealogist Friend, Vol. 2, page 15, Milan Public Library. 

 

POOL 
Pool  

Claud 

Claud Pool died Jan. 17, 1917.  He was born July 24, 1847.  Died of cancer of the stomach.  

His occupation was day laborer.  He was born in Michigan.  His father was Kilpatrick.  

Mother, Smith, both born in Michigan.  Informant:  Sarah (Pool) Gauntlett.  Buried in 

Marble Park. Source: death record, Washtenaw County side of Milan.  [Note: probably his 

father was an older brother of John Pool.  No specific information is available about John 

Pool’s brothers or sisters but I believe Claud was Sarah’s cousin.] 

Pool  

Ira 

Ira Pool, 75, of Ypsi, died. He was b. Nov. 20, 1860, son of John and Mary Kidder Pool. He 

was buried at Cherry Hill Cemetery.  Source: Genealogy Friend, date of death not given. 

Pool  

Ira 

In 1860, Ira Pool was born, son of John and Mary Kidder Pool.  In 1889, Ira Pool was 

married to Mary “Minnie.” They may have lived on Hitchingham Road in London 

Township.  First child was Harold in 1891, 2nd child was Ethel in 1892. 3rd:  Mabel, born in 

April 1896, and 4th, Jennie, born August 1898.   

Pool  

John 

John Pool, of London township, was born in Lodi township, Michigan, July 22, 1831. On 

August 29, 1857, he married Mary A Kidder. Source: History of Washtenaw County. 

Pool  

John 

John Pool served as constable in London Township during the year 1888. 

John was appointed deputy sheriff in Monroe County in 1884, and he was appointed 

constable of the township at about the same time. 

Pool 

John 

John Pool of London twp was b at Lodi, Mich., July 22, 1831. His father was in the war of 

1812. September 3, 1864, John enlisted in Co. H, 18th Mich. Vol. Inf. Was discharged at 

Nashville, Tenn, June 26, 1865. In 1879 he purchased 40 acres on section 5, in London twp. 

August 29, 1857, married Mary A. Kidder, who was born in New York State, Oct. 28, 1841. 

They have four children. Mr. Pool is a member of Lucius Taylor Post, GAR No. 274 of 

Milan. Has been constable of the township several years, and in 1884 was appointed deputy 

sheriff of Monroe county. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

(Civil War) 
Pool  

John 

John Pool died Dec. 28, 1895 

Pool  

Mary 

Mary Kidder Pool was born Oct. 28, 1841 and died July 13, 1908.  Buried in Pool cemetery. 

 

Pool  

Sally 

Sally Pool was probably born June 12, 1794. She and her husband Thomas were the parents 

of John Pool.  Sally died Sept. 20, 1882. 

Pool Sally 

Overacker 

Oct. 31, 1891, death of John Pool’s sister, Sally Overacker, age 67.  She was probably born 

about 1824.  She was a widow.  Her late husband was Martin Delos Overacker. Sally’s 

father was Thomas Pool, her mother was Sally Stevens Pool.  Sally pool was married to 

Martin Overacker on Feb. 2, 1843 in Washtenaw County.  Info: Betty G.   

Pool 

Sarah 

Sarah Pool was born in Milan township on March 16, 1870.  Daughter of John and Mary 

Pool of London township.  She married Archibald Gauntlett in 1907.  They lived on W. 

Main where the movie theater later was built.  She had rooming house business, had up to 

100 people come to her home for chicken dinner on Sundays.  She died in 1943. 

Pool 

Thomas 

Thomas I. Pool was born April 23, 1795 in NY.  He died April 22, 1854 in London 

Township.  Buried in Pool (Townsend) cemetery.  He and Sally were the parents of Thomas, 

b. March 25, 1821; Sarah Ann, b. Aug. 28, 1824 in NY; Polly, b. June 30, 1827 (in NY); 



Desiree b. April 4, 1830 in Lodi Twp, (married Edward Pomeroy Smith); John Pool, b. June 

22, 1832 in Lodi Township, Washtenaw County. Source: Betty Goodhall. 

Pool 

Thomas 

Thomas I. Pool was married to Sally Stevens.  They were in NY when they were married. 

Pool 

Thomas 

Thomas Ira Pool was buried in Pool Cemetery in London Township. He was a veteran of the 

War of 1812. 

Pool 

Thomas 

Thomas Pool, 59, farmer, b. NY, both parents b. NY. Census of 1880, London twp. His wife 

Jane 60 b. NY. Son Thomas A., 21, works on the farm, b. MI. Daughter Jane, 19, b. MI. 

Note: Thomas would have been born in about 1821 if he was 59 in 1880. 

Potter 

Dayle 

Dayle Potter worked as “Plastics Engineer” and lived at 105 First St., according to a Rotary 

club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Potter  

Isaac 

Isaac Potter, 68, farmer, b. Conn. according to London twp census of 1880.  Wife Betsey 63 

b. VT. Step daughter Lualia 24 b. MI. Grand daughter Almeda J., 16, works as domestic 

servant, she was b. NY. Grand daughter Julia, 14, “Domestic,” b. NY. 

Potter 

Lucia 

Lucia Potter was b. Nov. 21, 1871. Her father was Spencer? Potter, a farmer, b. NY. Her 

mother: Marissa? Potter, b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 223. Note: 

handwriting is sometimes illegible. 

Powell 

Elnore 

Steidle 

Mrs. Elnore Louise Powell, 67, died Friday noon at the home of her son, Paul, in 

Melvindale. Daughter of the late John and Christina Steidle, she was born in Pemberville, 

Ohio on April 19, 1878. She came to Milan with her parents in 1883 and attended the local 

schools. After her marriage to Loren Powell, they lived in NY State for several years later 

returning to Milan and then going to Long Rapids where they lived until Mr. Powell’s death 

Jan. 22, 1932. Mrs. Powell had lived here with her sister-in-law, Mrs. Nora Braman, for the 

past several years. She was a member of the Milan Methodist Church. Surviving are two 

sons, Paul, Melvindale and Grant of Hillman; five grandchildren; three brothers, Charles, 

George, and Wilmer Steidle, all of Milan; one sister, Mrs. Herbert Teeter, Union city; and 

her sister-in-law, Mrs. Braman. Funeral was held at Stevens and Bush funeral home, with 

Rev. Wm. Johnson officiating. Burial was in Marble Park. (Handwritten note says “Mar. 1, 

1946.”) Source: Genealogist friend, Vol. 7, page 50, Milan Public Library. 

Pratt  

Albert G. 

Albert G. Pratt is buried at Childs Cemetery on Tuttle Hill Rd. B. April 23, 1819; died 

March 23, 1887. Veteran of both the Mexican and the Civil War. 

Pratt  

Delia 

Delia Pratt was b. July 6, 1846 in reading, PA. Later she moved to Brownsville, TX where 

she lived for a few years. She married Alva Hardy Dec. 2, 1867, and they had 4 daughters. 

She was married a second time in 1903 to Lyman Burnham who passed away seventeen 

years ago. The later days of Mrs. Burnham’s life were spent in Washtenaw and Monroe 

counties. One daughter, Dora Rankin, died leaving one son, Leon. Three other daughters 

survive; Flora Sparks of Monroe; Alta Smith of Toledo; Alma Gaukel of Cincinnati.  

Source: Genealogist Friend, has handwritten note: Dec. 2, 1931.”   See also “Burnham” 
Preston 

Daniel 

Daniel Preston, b in Oneida county, N. Y., June 21, 1827, is an active farmer of London twp. 

In 1855 he moved to a 40-acre farm in Mich. In 1869 he sold that farm and came to London 

twp. In 1852 he married Clarissa Allen, of New York State. Four children were born to 

them. Mrs. Preston died at Milan at age 27.  In March, 1868, he married Helen Barnes, of 

Londontwp. Two children were born to them. She died in the spring of 1873. Mr. Preston 

married wife #3, Mrs. Francis Wollcott Miller, of Raisinville, Feb. 14, 1881, who was born 

May 9, 1850. She already had two children at the time of her marriage with Mr. Preston. 

Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31. 

Przybylski 

Mary 

Mary Przbylski was raised in Milan, probablyon a farm in Washtenaw County. She was 

married Aug. 8, 1923 to John J. Bauer. Mary was daughter of Bernard and Frances P. 

Source: Kurt Bauer of Livonia, grandson. 

Pullen 

Annie 

Annie Augusta Pullen died Jan. 4, 1918. She was a member of Milan ME Church. Her 

parents were MM R. C. Johnson. She was one of 5 children. Born in Wayne county Sept. 6, 

1859. At age 6 she moved to Romulus until 1881. Married Ccharles W. Pullen Dec. 24, 

1878, came to Milan 3 years later. She had 8 children. Seven still alive when she died. She 

was a member of Ladies Aid Society and Order of Eastern Star. Funer conducted by Rev. 

Wm. S. Smith. 

Pullen 

Charles 

Charles Pullen was b. May 1845 in MI and was 55 when the census was taken in 1900. He 

lived in Village of Milan on Monroe county side. Occupation: postmaster. His parents were 

both b. in NY.  He owns his home free and clear.  Lives with his wife, Annie, b. Sept. 1859, 

age 40. She has 8 children, all are still living. 



Pullen Effie Effie Julia Pullen, daughter of Charles W. and Annie A. Pullen, b in Milan July 23, 1882. 

She died at her late home in Ypsilanti July 28, 1915.  Graduated from Milan High School 

class of 1901. Then she taught school for 3 years.  On Jan. 1, 1912 Effie married Mark J. 

Rust of Ypsilanti. They had 3 happy years together (before she died). Belonged to Women 

Christian Temperance Union, Order of Eastern Star. Survived by sisters and brothers 

including Frank, Bruce, Annie and Ruth of Milan, Mrs. Perry S.  

Woodward of Milan, Mrs. C. H. Harner of Ypsilanti etc. 

Pullen Pullen’s Grocery Store is advertised in the 1923 Map of Milan. This map was hand drawn by 

Emery Jerome. The ad says this business was located in the Arnot Block (Tolan St.) 

Purdy 

Leonard 

Leonard Purdy and his wife Elinor ran a Rexall Drug Store in downtown Milan perhaps in 

the 1950’s, exact date not known. 

Purdy Purdy’s Rexall Drugs, 25 E. Main, ran a display ad in the Milan Leader May 13, 1954. 

Purdy 

Leonard 

Leonard A. Purdy was born July 10, 1925 in Hart, MI.  His wife, Elinor J. (Osborn) Purdy 

was born August 6, 1928 in St. Johns, MI.  They married Sept. 14, 1947.  They had one son, 

David, Nov. 7, 1950. Leonard was a pharmacist. Leonard bought a drug store in Milan in 

1952 from Don Conklin.  Eventually they retired from the Milan drug store and opened a 

sewing shop in Toledo, Columbus and Reynoldsburg, Ohio, in 1971.  He did not sell the 

Milan drug store, he simply walked away.  Leonard died Dec. 12, 2005 in Fort Myers, 

Florida.  Source: Elinor “Ozzi” Purdy. 

Purdy Leonard A. Purdy was born in Hart, MI on July 10, 1925. He served in the Navy in WWII, 

attended Western Michigan University and the University of Michigan where he received 

his degree in pharmacy. He and his wife retired to Florida in 1980. He played golf at 

Eastwood Golf Course. He leaves his wife, Elinor, in Fort Myers, his son and daughter-in-

law, David and Avanell Purdy of Raleigh, NC, grandson, Matthew Purdy of Raleigh, NC 

and a sister, Jean Ann Meninga of Arcata, CA. A friend wrote: that Purdy and “Ozzie” 

owned the drugstore in Milan. “Ozzie” must be his wife. 

Purdy 

Leonard 

Leonard Purdy joined the Milan VFW post 1224 on 6-18-1956. He lived at 334 Ferman Ave. 

in Milan. Nearest relative: Elinor Purdy. Enlisted in Detroit Sept. 23, 1943. Navy, Samaar 

Island. Phillipine Islands.   (WW II) 

 

PUTNAM family 
Putnam  

A. E. 
Alfred E. Putnam and his wife Alice was living in Sigourney, Iowa in 1912.  They received 

a post card that year from their close friends A. B. Smith and his wife Elmina McNeill, who 

were in California.  The Smiths referred to themselves as “Al” and “Mina.”  Alfred and 

Alice Putnam had four sons:  (1) Harold McNeill Putnam b. Sept. 7, 1889; (2) Nathan Clyde 

Putnam b. Nov. 18, 1893; (3) John Alfred Putnam, b. May 1, 1901; and (4) Paul Albert 

Putnam, b. June 16, 1908.   
Putnam 

Alfred 

Alfred Emory Putnam, born in Milan April 26, 1866.  He was only 14 years old in 1881 

when he launched the new “Milan Leader” newspaper.  Alfred was partners with Albert B. 

Smith.  In March, 1898, he made an unsuccessful run for President of Milan village, losing 

out to Andrew D. Jackson. 

Putnam 

Alfred 

Alfred E. Putnam and Alice S. McNeill, both of Milan, were married at the home of the 

bride, on First Street, on Dec. 30, 1888.  Rev. J. W. McGregor officiated.  Source: Milan 

Leader newspaper, Jan. 4, 1889. 

Putnam 

Alfred E. 

Alfred E. Putnam, on March 8, 1889, was elected to the Milan Village Board to fill the 

unexpired term of John S. Bray, who had resigned. Source: page 13, Arleigh Squires, 

Ancient and Modern Milan. 

Putnam 

A. E 

Alfred E. Putnam had his dry goods store in Milan, then he operated a store in New York in 

addition to his Milan store. In about 1910 he moved to Iowa. Source: Marjorie Rooks. 

Putnam  

A. R. 

Marjorie Rooks, granddaughter of A. E. Putnam, has a wooden cloth chart at her home near 

Minneapolis, MN. This is the cloth chart invented by A. E. to measure how many yards of 

cloth are on the bolt, without unwinding all the cloth first. The wooden chart has a label that 

says “Copyright 1896, Patent Pending.” Putnam was also interested in developing better 

bicycle gears and in-line skates-- he may have been influenced by the inventions of his 

cousin, Walter F. Stimpson. Source: MR. 

Putnam  

A. E. 

Alfred Emory Putnam, son of Nathan and Hannah Putnam, was born April 26, 1866 in 

Milan, Monroe County. Married Dec. 30, 1888 to Alice Stannard McNeill.  (Some people 

think her name was Standard but it was really Stannard.)  He was co-founder of the Milan 



Leader newspaper, and operated a department store on Wabash Street in Milan.  He invented 

a device that would measure bolts of cloth without unwinding all the material.  A. E. Putnam 

died Nov.10, 1941 in Washington, Wash. County, Iowa. 

Putnam 

Alfred 

My grandfather never had a store in New York. His store in Iowa was the New York Store. 

Source: Marjorie Rooks, grand-daughter of Alfred Putnam. 

Putnam 

Alice 

Alice and Alfred Putnam had the following children:  (1) Harold McNeill Putnam Sept. 7, 

1889; (2) Nathan Clyde Putnam, b. Nov. 18, 1893; (3) John Alfred Putnam, b. May 1, 1901; 

(4) Paul Albert Putnam b. June 16, 1908. 

Putnam 

Alice 

Alfred Emory Putnam married Alice Stannard McNeill Dec.30, 1888 at her home on First 

St. in Milan.  She was born in Dec. 1863 in Petersburg, Mich. or Dundee perhaps. She died 

June 26, 1937 in Washington, Iowa, and was buried at Elm Grove Cemetery. Her 

occupation: Teacher.  Her father: John McNeill. Her mother: Mary Hinsdale, second wife of 

John McNeill. 

Putnam 

Alpheus 

Alpheus Putnam was a land owner in York Township by 1826.  Source: page 4, York 

Township essay of 1976. 

Putnam 

Carrie 

John C. Putnam and his second wife, Mary Putnam had a child in 1865.  The child’s name 

was Carrie E. Putnam.  Carrie was born Aug. 25, 1865 in Milan, Monroe County, and she 

died Oct. 14, 1867 at the age of 2. 

Putnam 

Carrie 

Carrie Putnam, dau of JC and MA Putnam, died Oct. 14, 1897, age 2 yr, 2 mos, 14 d. 

Source: Rice Cemetery. 

Putnam 

Chloe 

Chloe E. Putnam was born April 29, 1854 in Wilson, Niagara County, NY.  Her parents 

were John and Lydia Putnam. 

Putnam, 

Clyde 

Clyde Putnam was born in Milan in 1893.  Father:  Alfred E. Putnam.  Mother: Alice 

McNeill Putnam. 

Putnam  

Eli 

Eli Putnam, 41, had a 2nd marriage to Kate Wilson, 43, on Dec. 19, 1895. Eli lived in 

Findley Ohio, he was a manufacturer.  His father: David Putnam, mother: Elizabeth Shoup.  

Kate lived in Toledo and was married before. Probably not related to Milan Putnams. 

Putnam, 

George 

George Putnam, 20, of Dundee, a painter, was married Jan. 4, 1885 in Petersburg. His wife: 

Eva Bigelow. Marriage performed by J. H. Gage, justice of peace. Probably not related. 

Putnam 

Hannah 

Nathan Curtis Putnam married Hannah Mariah Bunce Jan. 1, 1865.  She was born Dec. 25, 

1843, in London township, Monroe County Michigan. She died October 11, 1922 in 

Washington, Washington County, Iowa, and she was buried in Marble Park Cemetery in 

Milan.  Hannah Bunce was the daughter of John Bunce (Buntz) and Fanny Sacket.  Hannah 

and Nathan Putnam had two children, Alfred Emory Putnam and Alice Putnam (Hill). 

Putnam 

Henry 

Henry A. Putnam, the son of John and Lydia Putnam, was born Dec. 28, 1844 in Riga, 

Monroe County, NY.  He was married April 3, 1866 to Nancy Collins.  The wife was about 

4 years older than him.  The 1870 census indicates they had a daughter, Clara, age 1.  In 

1880 they were living in Fulton County, Ohio.  In 1890 they were back in Michigan, in 

Bellevue, in Eaton County.   

Putnam, 

Horace 

Horace C. Putnam, 24, of Dundee, married Ella Mae Miller, 20, of Raisinville on July 3, 

1902 in Monroe. He was a cigar maker. His father: Simon S. Putnam, mother: N. Morgan. 

Ella’s father: William M. Miller, mother: Kate Sullivan. 

Putnam 

Jeannie 

Jeannie Duglas Putnam was born Dec. 10, 1877. Father: Duglas P. Putnam of Monroe City, 

a minister, who was b. in Ohio. Mother: Jeannie W. Putnam, b. in NY. 

Putnam 

James M. 

James M. Putnam on July 3, 1894 insured a two-story frame shingle roof dwelling in the 

course of construction. Situated on the north side of Main Street.  Mortage interest in the 

Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan and Wm. R. Smith, contractor. Source: Home 

Insurance ledger kept by Mell Barnes, agent. 

Putnam 

John Alfred 

John Alfred Putnam Sr. was b May 1, 1901 in Milan Mich. He was the son of Alfred Emory 

Putnam and Alice Stannard McNeill. He married Dorothy Skees in 1923. He died June 11, 

1976 in Greenville, Miss. John was a forest service consultant for the timber industry. 

Source: Marjorie Rooks, his daughter. 
Putnam 

John C. 

John C. Putnam was the father of Nathan Curtis Putnam.  John was born on May 13, 1819 in 

Beckett, Berkshire County, Massachusetts.  John married his first wife Sept. 20, 1839, in 

Rochester-- Lydia U. Smith.  She was born Feb. 2, 1823 in Clarkson, Monroe County, NY.  

She died in Dec. 9, 1857.   

Putnam 

John C. 

Sometime around 1859, give or take a year, John C. Putnam Sr. married his second wife, 

Mary Frazier.  Mary’s little girl Sarah, b. 1853, had an obituary saying she moved to Milan 

“at a young age” when her mother married John C. Putnam Sr.  The marriage had to be on or 



before 1863, since John and Mary had a baby in 1865. 

Putnam 

John C. 

John C. Putnam died Jan. 26, 1904, age 84. Source: Rice cemetery.  Mary A. Putnam, wife 

of John C. Putnam, died Oct. 17, 1890, age 65 years. Source: Rice Cemetery. 

Putnam, 

John 

John Putnam was born Oct. 17, 1874 in Monroe city. Father: Douglas Putnam, a minister, b. 

in Ohio.  Mother: Jennie Putnam, also b. in Ohio.  Note: probably not related. 

Putnam 

John M. 

John M. Putnam was born Nov. 24, 1848 in Wilson, Niagara County, NY.  His parents were 

John and Lydia Putnam. He was married Dec. 25, 1871 to Emeline E. Spencer.  She was 

three years younger than him.  She was born in NY.  They were married in Brookfield, 

Eaton County, Michigan by Rev. Winslow Turner.  According to the 1900 census, they had 

his father, John C. Putnam, age 82, living with them at the time. 

Putnam 

John M. 

John M. Putnam was in Milan with his family by 1860, living there at least until 1894.  In 

1871 he married Emeline E. Spencer at Brookfield, Eaton, MI.  The only occupation ever 

shown for him is ‘farmer’ (1910 and 1920 census says ‘general farmer’). In the 1870 census 

he lives with his parents; in the 1880 census he and Emeline live next to them.  His 1890 

military record gives York Twp, Washtenaw county as his residence; in 1894 it is Village of 

Milan .  I have not gone through the entire 1900 listings, but in 1910 he and Emeline live in 

Eaton Rapids, Eaton , MI and in 1920 they live in Benton, Eaton , MI .  I have no death or 

burial records. It seems odd that he would operate a dry goods store in Milan in direct 

competition with his nephew, Alfred.  Were the two stores near each other in the downtown, 

I wonder?  Marjorie Rooks says: My grandfather, Alfred, was in business in Milan until 

around 1905, and was on good enough terms with his Uncle John to name his son after him.  

Source: Marjorie Rooks, daughter of John Putnam, granddaughter of Alfred Putnam. 

Putnam 

John M. 

On Nov. 3, 1894, John M. and Emaline ? Putnam insured a dwelling house, a two story 

frame building on the north side of Main St.  This insurance policy, like all the others, is 

signed by Mell Barnes. Source: home insurance ledger. 
Putnam 

John M. 

On June 17, 1896, J. M. Putnam insured his stock of merchandise for his general store.  He 

insured his dry goods, boots and shoes, hats and caps, fancy goods, and other items normally 

offered in a dry goods store.  This is all contained in a three story brick, metal roof building 

situated on the south side of Main Street.  Source: Home Insurance Co. ledger book, kept by 

Mell Barnes, agent. [Probably the IOOF building] 

Putnam  

J. M. 

J. M. Putnam & Co. on June 17, 1894, insured a general stock of merchandise, dry goods, 

notions, boots and shoes, hats and caps, fancy goods and other items sold in a country store.  

All situated in the Callis Building on the North side of Main St. in Village of Milan. Source: 

Home Insurance ledger kept by Mell Barnes of Milan. 

Putnam 

Laurie 

Laurie Putnam was b. July 18, 1874 in Dundee. Father: Simon S. Putnam, a painter who was 

b. in Vermont. Mother: Norma Putnam of Dundee, born in Michigan. 

Putnam 

Lydia 

Lydia Putnam was the first wife of John C. Putnam. She and John had five children together, 

including Nathan C. Putnam.  She got her photo made in New York, on tintype, in about 

1856, just before leaving with her husband and son Nathans for Michigan. See photo 

[#1635]. She apparently died along the way and did not arrive in Michigan. 

Putnam 

Mary 

Second wife of John Putnam, Mary was the step-mother of John C. Putnam. See photo 

[#1625].  Before her marriage to John Putnam, Mary’s last name was Frazier, she was a 

widow. Nathan C. Putnam was her step-son. Mary must have gotten along well with her 

step-son; he had her tintype photo in his picture album. Thanks to Marjorie Putnam Rooks of 

Northfield, Minnesota, a descendant of Nathan C. Putnam. 

Putnam 

Miles 

Miles Melvin Putnam was born Sept. 12, 1871 in Milan. Father: Henry Putnam of Milan, a 

farmer. Mother: Nancy Stewart of Milan. 

Putnam 

Nathan 

Nathan Curtis Putnam, father of Alfred E. Putnam.  Nathan was born in 1842 in New York 

state and came to London township as a teenager.  After serving in the Civil War, he married 

Hannah Mariah Bunce, daughter of John Bunce of London twp.  Later he left the farm and 

moved to Milan.  In 1885, Nathan Putnam was elected as the first President of Village.  He 

died in 1887. 

Putnam  

N. C. 

N. C. Putnam & Co., merchants, Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Putnam 

Nathan 

“Nathan C. Putnam born in Riga, Monroe Co., NY Sept. 12, 1842. Died March 19, 1887.  

His wife Hannah M. born Dec. 25, 1843, died Oct.11, 1922, Washington, Iowa.  Alice E. 

Hill, b. July 11, 1868, died in Los Angeles, CA May 4, 1901.”  One large grave marker in 

Marble Park Cemetery. 

Putnam June 6, 1873.  Seller: Thomas Braman of York twp.  Buyer: Nathan C. Putnam of York twp.  



Nathan Price: $125.  Lot 15 Braman’s plat.  E. A. Reynolds, Justice of the Peace. Witness:  A. B. 

Hanson. Liber 79, page 390. 

Putnam 

Nathan C. 

Nathan C. Putnam enlisted Sept. 21, 1861 for a three-year term of duty. He was discharged 

Dec. 26, 1863. 

 During the Civil War, he served in Co. K, the first Michigan cavalry. 

Putnam 

Nathan C. 

Nathan C. Putnam was enrolled in the Cavalry, Michigan volunteers on Dec. 20, 1863. 

Putnam 

Nathan C. 

On Dec. 26, 1863, Nathan C. Putnam enlisted in the Civil War as a veteran volunteer.  He 

was 5’ 9” high, grey eyes, dark hair. 

Putnam 

Nathan 

July 14, 1864, Private Nathan C. Putnam discharged from Company E, the ? Cavalry 

Michigan volunteers.  Discharge took place at Camp Stoneman, DC, by reason of surgeon’s 

certificate of disability. He is 22 years of age, dark complexion, grey eyes, black hair, 5’ 6” 

tall.  He was on crutches; two kinks in his back. 

Putnam 

Nathan 

Nathan C. Putnam married Hannah Mariah Bunce in London Twp. Jan. 9, 1865. Marriage 

record says he was 22 years old, Hannah was 21. Witnesses: Latham Bunce and John C. 

Putnam.  Both their parents provided land so that the couple had 40 acres to farm.  The 

couple built a log house there and stayed until Alfred was 10 years old. 

 

PUTNAM TIMELINE 

  

1819 John C. Putnam was the father of Nathan Curtis Putnam.  John was born on May 13, 1819 in 

Beckett, Berkshire County, Massachusetts.  John married his first wife Sept. 20, 1839, in 

Rochester-- Lydia U. Smith.  She was born Feb. 2, 1823 in Clarkson, Monroe County, NY.  

She died in Dec. 9, 1857.   

1823 Lydia U. Smith born. (Mrs. John C. Putnam.) 

1839 Lydia U. Smith, born in 1823, was married to John C. Putnam in 1839. Lydia and John were 

living in New York when their son, Nathan C. Putnam, was born. 

1842 “Nathan C. Putnam born in Riga, Monroe Co., NY Sept. 12, 1842. Died March 19, 1887.  His 

wife Hannah M. born Dec. 25, 1843, died Oct.11, 1922 in Washington, Iowa.  Alice E. Hill, b. 

July 11, 1868, died in Los Angeles, CA May 4, 1901.”  One large grave marker in Marble Park 

Cemetery. 

1843 Hannah Mariah Bunce was born Dec. 25, 1843, in London township, Monroe County MI. 

1856 Nathan C. Putnam’s mother, Lydia U. Smith, had her portrait made by a photographer in NY, 

tintype, before traveling with her family to Michigan. Apparently she did not arrive in 

Michigan; probably died along the way. See photo [#1635] 

1857 Lydia U. Putnam, mother of Nathan C. Putnam, died in December 9, 1857, probably. 

1859 Sometime around 1859, give or take a year, John C. Putnam Sr. married his second wife, Mary 

Frazier. Mary’s little girl Sarah, b. 1853, had an obituary saying she moved to Milan “at a 

young age” when her mother married John C. Putnam Sr.  The marriage had to be on or before 

1863, since John and Mary had a baby in 1865. 

1861 Nathan C. Putnam enlisted Sept. 21, 1861 for a three-year term of duty. He was discharged 

Dec. 26, 1863 [due to illness]. 

1863 On Dec. 26, 1863, Nathan C. Putnam enlisted in the Civil War as a veteran volunteer.  He was 

5’ 9” high, grey eyes, dark hair. 

1863 Nathan C. Putnam was enrolled in the Cavalry, Michigan volunteers on Dec. 20, 1863. 

1863-4 During the Civil War, Nathan Putnam served in Co. K, the first Michigan cavalry 

1864 July 14, 1864, Private Nathan C. Putnam discharged from Company E, the ? Cavalry Michigan 

volunteers.  Discharge took place at Camp Stoneman, DC, by reason of surgeon’s certificate of 

disability. He is 22 years of age, dark complexion, grey eyes, black hair, 5’ 6” tall.  He was on 

crutches; two kinks in his back. 

1865 John C. Putnam and his second wife, Mary Putnam had a child in 1865.  The child’s name was 

Carrie E. Putnam.  Carrie was born Aug. 25, 1865 in Milan [Milan Township, probably] 

Monroe County, and she died Oct. 14, 1867 at the age of 2. 

 During the Civil War, Nathan Putnam served in Co. K, the first Michigan cavalry. 

1865 Nathan C. Putnam marries Hannah Mariah Bunce in London Twp. Jan. 9, 1865. Marriage 

record says he was 22 years old, Hannah was 21. Witnesses: Latham Bunce and John C. 



Putnam.  Both their parents provided land so that the couple had 40 acres to farm.  The couple 

built a log house there and stayed until Alfred was 10 years old. 

1865 Nathan Curtis Putnam married Hannah Mariah Bunce Jan. 1, 1865.  She was born Dec. 25, 

1843, in London township, Monroe County Michigan 

1865 Hannah Mariah Bunce married Nathan C. Putnam Jan. 1, 1865.  She was born Dec. 25, 1843, 

in London township, Monroe County Michigan. 

1865 Nathan Curtis Putnam married Hannah Mariah Bunce in London Twp. Jan. 9, 1865. Marriage 

record says he was 22 years old, Hannah was 21. Witnesses: Latham Bunce and John C. 

Putnam.  Both their parents provided land so that the couple had 40 acres to farm.  The couple 

built a log house there and stayed until Alfred was 10 years old 

1878 N. C. Putnam & Co., merchants, Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

1866 Alfred Emory Putnam, born in Milan April 26, 1866 

1866 Alfred Emory Putnam, son of Nathan and Hannah Putnam, was born April 26, 1866 in Milan, 

Monroe County. Married Dec. 30, 1888 to Alice Stannard McNeill.  (Some people think her 

name was Standard but it was really Stannard.)  He was co-founder of the Milan Leader 

newspaper, and operated a department store on Wabash Street in Milan.  He invented a device 

that would measure bolts of cloth without unwinding all the material.  A. E. Putnam died 

Nov.10, 1941 in Washington, Wash. County, Iowa. 

1873 June 6, 1873.  Seller: Thomas Braman of York twp.  Buyer: Nathan C. Putnam of York twp.  

Price: $125.  Lot 15 Braman’s plat.  E. A. Reynolds, Justice of the Peace. Witness:  A. B. 

Hanson. Liber 79, page 390. 

1881 Alfred was only 14 years old in 1881 when he launched the new “Milan Leader” newspaper.  

Alfred was partners with Albert B. Smith.  In March, 1898, he made an unsuccessful run for 

President of Milan village, losing out to Andrew D. Jackson. 

1885 In 1885, Nathan Putnam was elected as the first President of Village of Milan. 

1887 Death of Nathan C. Putnam.  “Nathan C. Putnam born in Riga, Monroe Co., NY Sept. 12, 

1842. Died March 19, 1887. Age: 44.  

1888 Alfred Emory Putnam married Alice Stannard McNeill Dec.30, 1888 at her home on First St. 

in Milan.  She was born in Dec. 1863 in Petersburg, Mich. or Dundee perhaps. She died June 

26, 1937 in Washington, Iowa, and was buried at Elm Grove Cemetery. Her occupation: 

Teacher.  Her father: John McNeill. Her mother: Mary Hinsdale, second wife of John McNeill. 

1888 Alfred E. Putnam and Alice S. McNeill, both of Milan, were married at the home of the bride, 

on First Street, on Dec. 30, 1888.  Rev. J. W. McGregor officiated.  Source: Milan Leader 

newspaper, Jan. 4, 1889. 

1894 On Nov. 3, 1894, John M. and Emaline ? Putnam insured a dwelling house, a two story frame 

building on the north side of Main St.  This insurance policy, like all the others, is signed by 

Mell Barnes. Source: home insurance ledger. 

1901 John Alfred Putnam Sr. was b May 1, 1901 in Milan Mich. He was the son of Alfred Emory 

Putnam and Alice Stannard McNeill. He married Dorothy Skees in 1923. He died June 11, 

1976 in Greenville, Miss. John was a forest service consultant for the timber industry. Source: 

Marjorie Rooks, daughter of John Alfred Putnam Sr. 

1903 Paul Albert Putnam born June 16, 1903 in Milan. Served  in Marines 1926-56; fought in Wake 

Island battle; died May 21, 1982. 

1904 John C. Putnam died Jan. 26, 1904, age 84. Source: Rice cemetery.  Mary A. Putnam, wife of 

John C. Putnam, died Oct. 17, 1890, age 65 years. Source: Rice Cemetery. 

  

1908 Alice and Alfred Putnam had the following children:  (1) Harold McNeill Putnam Sept. 7, 

1889; (2) Nathan Clyde Putnam, b. Nov. 18, 1893; (3) John Alfred Putnam, b. May 1, 1901; 

(4) Paul Albert Putnam b. June 16, 1908.  Marjorie Rooks is daughter of John. She is grand 

daughter of Alfred. Great granddaughter of Nathan Putnam. 

1912 Alfred E. Putnam and his wife Alice was living in Sigourney, Iowa in 1912.  They received a 

post card that year from their close friends A. B. Smith and his wife Elmina McNeill, who 

were in California.  The Smiths referred to themselves as “Al” and “Mina.”  

  

  

 



 

PYE, PYLE 
Pye 

Frederick 

Susan Pye and her husband Frederick Pye ran the Milan Hotel (formerly Hotel Stimpson) 

from 1946 to 1948.  Apparently they owned it.  They also had a package liquor store.  See 

photo [#1399]. 

 

Pyle 

Emmet 

Emmet F. Pyle was the son of Amos and Jane Pyle. They are found in “Find A Grave” at 

65858764 for Amos and 65858817 for Jane. 

Pyle 

Emmet 

Emmet F. Pyle, M.D., was born Dec. 20, 1846, in Pekin, NY.  He attended Genesee 

Wesleyan Seminary, at Lima, NY, and Hobart College, at Geneva, NY.  He entered the 

hospital of the Sisters of Charity as steward.  He remained there two years.  In 1866 he 

graduated from the Buffalo Medical University.  He began practice of medicine at Pekin, 

NY.  He married Etta Menzie of Niagra Falls, NY in 1875.  One child was born to them.  In 

1882 he and his wife came to Milan.  He was instrumental in the incorporation of Milan as a 

village.  He was a director of the village union school.  He was a trustee of the village and 

now serves as president. He is a 32nd degree Mason. (History of Monroe County, 1890). 
Pyle 

Emmet F. 

Emmet F. Pyle died May 6, 1918 in Milan on Washtenaw county side, says death certificate. 

His age was 71, 4 months, and 16 days.   He was born Dec. 20, 1846 in NY. Father: Hiram 

Pyle, born in PA. Mother: Jane Defoe, born in PA. Informant: Mary Miller.  Undertaker: E. 

W. Blackmer. Burial: Niagara Falls, Ont. 

Pyle 

Emmet F. 

Emmet F. Pyle, M.D. came to Milan in 1882 with his wife when he was 36 years old.  Way 

Back When of April 21, 1993.  He had a two-family brick home on NE corner of Main and 

Ferman; one side was his medical office, other side was his home.  He helped incorporate 

Milan into a home-rule village.  He was elected to the first Village Board of Trustees. He 

was elected president in 1887.  Later he served as a director of the Village Union School. 

Sometime prior to 1890, he built a new home at 52 E. Main. Office was on the west side of 

the building.   

Pyle E. F. E. F. Pyle bought 3 year policy for $4.80. Values $500 on two story frame dwelling on Sec. 

2, Milan township.  Zero household furniture. $100 on frame barn on the same farm. 

Permission for mechanics to work on the buildings for 30 days. April 21, 1891, Home 

Insurance. [Note: Pyle might be living in Milan and renting the farm to someone else.] 

Pyle 

Emmet F. 

Sept. 16, 1895.  Seller: Nelson Rice and Fannie Rice, his wife, of Milan township. Buyer: 

Emmett F. Pyle. Price: $1,200.  Parcel is partly in both counties.  Contains 48 square rods of 

land.  Except for a strip on the west side sold to Mary A. Palmer. L. 137, p. 250. 

Pyle  

E. F. 

E. F. Pyle, on Sept. 15, 1896, bought insurance on the two story brick shingle roof barn 

occupied for builders use, situated on the south side of Main Street, Milan, valued at $350. 

Pyle placed a $150 value on the lumber and other building materials in the brick barn.  Pyle 

paid $2 for a three-month insurance policy.  Source: Home insurance company ledger kept 

by Mell Barnes. 

Pyle  

E. F. 

Dec. 13, 1896, E. F. Pyle insured the one story frame shingle roof building occupied by 

assured as physician’s office, situated on the north side of Main Street, Milan, Mich. Pyle 

valued that building at $200 for insurance purposes.  He also insured his library of printed 

books, valued at $200.  He insured his surgical instruments at $100.  The insurance premium 

for this was $5 for one year. Source: Home Insurance Co. ledger by Mell Barnes of Milan. 

Pyle  

E. F. 

On Dec. 15, 1896, E. F. Pyle insures a two and a half frame shingle roof dwelling on the 

south side of Main street, with a valuation of $1500 for insurance purposes.  As for the 

contents: zero.  There is a brick shingle roof barn on the same lot and that is valued at $350.  

There is lumber in the brick barn, and other building materials, valued at $150.  Permission 

given for the building to remain vacant and for mechanic to work in the building for 90 days. 

Source: Home Insurance Company Ledger, kept by Mell Barnes, agent, of Milan.   

Pyle  

E. F. 

On March 19, 1897, E. F. Pyle places a $2,000 value on a two story frame dwelling on the 

south side of Main St.  Also $1500 in household furniture and other contents, including 

surgical instruments.  He places $400 value on a two story brick shingle roof barn on the lot.  

He places $250 value on a horse, cow, vehicles, robes, horse and carriage equipment, hay, 

grain, feed, Stable and Garden Tools, contained therein.  He places $100 value on a one 

story frame shingle roof work house on the same lot.  Insurance premium is $25.50 for one 

year. Source: Home Insurance Co. Ledger, kept by Mell Barnes, agent, in Milan.. 

Pyle  Emmett Flemming Pyle, born Dec 1848 in Cambria, Niagara, NY, died 06 May 1918 in 



Emett 

Flemming 

Milan, Washtenaw, MI. Married 12 Jan 1876 in Welland, CAN to Juliette Menzie the 

daughter of Andrew Menzie (1815-1895) and Louisa Ratnour (1825-1908). Father Amos 

Pyle and mother Jane. Directory of deceased American physicians, 1804-1929, Emmett F. 

Pyle, born 1848, died 06 May 1918 at Milan, MI, type of practice allopath, Milan, MI, 1868, 

licenses MI, 1900, practice dates, Milan, MI 1868, medical school, State University of NY at 

Buffalo School of Medicine, University of Buffalo School of medicine, 1868. Source: Leta 

Knauss, Milan, researcher 

Pyle 

Juliette 

Juliette Pyle died Apr. 8, 1918, at age 63, 2 months, 6 days. She was born Feb. 2, 1855. She 

was born in Canastata, NY. Father Andrew Menzie of Lenox, NY; mother Louisa Rotner of 

Clarkville, NY. Informant: Dr. Pyle. Place of burial: Niagara Falls, Ont. 

Pyle 

Juliette 

March 16, 1885.  Seller:  Juliette and Jane Pyle.  Buyer: Emmett F. Pyle. Price: $1,300.  Lot 

2 of Gay’s plat, first addition to Village of Milan containing one-fourth acre.  Note:  one part 

of th deed says the seller is “Julia Etta Pyle” and elsewhere it says “Juliette.”  Buckley W. 

Marble, Justice of the Peace, signed the deed.  L. 117, p. 209. 

 

 

Letter “Q” 

 
 

Quacken-

boss A. 

Angil G. Quackenboss was born Dec. 10, 1870, and died April 15, 1871. Source: County 

Line cemetery, London township. 

 

Quacken-

boss A. 

Anthony Quackenboss was born Aug. 11, 1794, died Apr. 3, 1883.  He was the son of A. 

and P. Quackenboss. Source: county Line cemetery, London township. 

 

Quacken-

boss E. 

Emeline J. Rumrill Quackenboss died Jan. 28, 1901 at 61 years, 10 months and 10 days. 

Source: County Line Cemetery, London Township. 

 

Quacken-

boss N. 

Norman Quackenboss died Aug. 9, 1891 at 63 years, 1 month and 2 days. Source: County 

Line Cemetery, London Township. 

 

Quacken-

boss P. 

Polly Quackenboss was born Oct. 30, 1802 and died Nov. 28, 1879.  Source: County Line 

cemetery, London township. 

 

Quaid Anna Anna Quaid came to Milan from McClean County, Illinois in 1917. She bought a large tract 

of land, unseen, around  Arkona Road and Platt Road. 215 acres. She came to Milan by 

railroad with her son, Thomas Quaid, and  her daughter, Grace Quaid Spencer.  (Anna had a 

third child, Mayme Quaid Fitzgerald, who stayed in Illinois.)  Also in the traveling family: 

Grace’s husband, William, and  their two chidren, Lorene and Arvin Spencer. 

The entire traveling family “were set off unceremoniously with all their worldly possessions 

at the Railroad crossing on Arkona Road” as told by Lorene many years later.  This refers to 

the Ann Arbor railroad, which cuts through the property Quaid had purchased. 

The railroad unloaded their horse, buggy, cattle, and sheep as well as furniture etc. according 

to Jim Burger, who learned this from his mother, Lorene. 

There were two homes on the property. One, the family called “White City” (the home built 

by Emily Howard). The other house was newer, at 241 Arkona, and  no longer exists in 

2013. The newer house had “an early form of gravity indoor plumbing powered by a 

windmill that pumped water into a large wooden tub on the third floor. When they opened 

the door they were soaked as the system was allowed to run unchecked and flooded the 

entire house.” (Someone forgot to disconnect the windmill over the winter so it kept 

pumping water unchecked). 

“To further the chaotic events, the very next night they were visited by the KKK and a cross 

was burned in their front yard.” This is the report given by Lorene in her later years. 

(Apparently the KKK got involved because Anna Quaid and Grace Quaid Spencer were both 

Catholic, as explained by Jim Burger, Lorene’s son.) 

“Anna was not content with her move to Michigan and spent much  t ime and effort in the 

next few years attempting to get the transaction  rescinded and move back toIllinois but her 



old farm (in Illinois) had changed hands and  the depression was in full swing. She lived a 

very solitary life for the next ten years” 

Loren Spencer enjoyed Milan  much  more than her grandmother. Loren enjoyed growing 

up”just outside of town” and recalls walking to school down the railroad tracks. (She 

attended, initially, the school in Milan which started out as the Union Church. In 1933, she 

graduated from Milan High School.) She said people were friendly, and even the KKK did 

not bother her after a while.” 
Anna Quaid died in 1932. 

This story was told by Lorene when she was an adult. Her husband, Jim Burger, wrote down 

her story and donated it to the Milan Area Historical Society. Burger was a co-founder of the 

MAHS. 

Anita Lorene Spencer was born in Colfax Illinois 1915, the daughter of Grace Quaid 

Spencer and William Spencer. In 1939 she married Owen Burger, whom she had known 

since she was 11. He was from Spring Wells, Michigan (Dearborn). She had  met him when 

she was 11 years old.  Lorene Burger died Nov. 11, 2013 in Saline, Mich. Source: Jim 

Burger. 

Quirk  

John E. 

John E. Quirk is buried at York cemetery. Nov. 14, 1840 to Jan. 29, 1892. Also Matilda 

Quirk, wife of John Quirk, she was born June 7, 1843.  Source: D.A.R. book. 

 

 

Letter “R” 
 
Raden 

baugh 

Beulah E. Radenbaugh died at her home, 1757 Samer Rd., York twp, at age 59.  Died Feb. 6, 

1945.  She was born in York twp May 23, 1885, daughter of George and Esther Richards. 

She graduated from Milan High School class 1904 and later worked in Minto store. For 10 

years she worked in Milan State Savings Bank. On Feb. 16, 1932 she married Henry M. 

Radenbaugh. She is a member of York Baptist church.  She leaves behind 3 step sons, Ford 

of Los Angeles, Paul of US Army, Robert at home, and two step daughters, Mrs. Delia 

Bruckner of Milan and Mrs. Daloras Lidgard of Grandville, MI. Burial Marble Park 

Cemetery. Source: genealogy friend, Milan Public library. 

Raden 

baugh 

Delie L. Radenbaugh, daughter of MM Henry M. Radnebaugh, living west of Milan, 

married John E. Bruckner, son or MM John Bruckner, of Azalia, on June 30 (1926).  Rev. 

Bishop of the M.E. Church, Azalia, officiated.  The bride’s brother, Ford Radenbaugh, 

attended, and Miss Hilda Reule of Ann Arbor.   

Radenb 

augh 

Henry Radenbaugh sold some land to William F. Crowe in 1908.  Section 16, town 6, range 

7. Source: Monroe Register Deeds, Liber 164, page 632. 

Raden 

baugh 

Robert “Bob” Radenbaugh, 89, died Nov. 2, 2005. He was born Aug. 5, 1916 in Payne, Ohio 

to Henry and Idella (Haggerty) Radenbaugh. Bob was a lifelong farmer in York Township 

on the family farm north of Milan since 1921.  He was a partner in the Saline Hatchery and 

worked at Saline Valley farms before retiring in 1975 from Chrysler  Proving Grounds in 

Chelsea. He was a member of Peoples Prebyterian Church in Milan. Survivors include one 

son William (Thedra) Radenbaugh of Clovis, Calif. Three daughters all of Milan, Bonnie 

(Karl) Jurgensen, Catherine Radenbaugh, Linda (Daniel) Wilfinger-Klein, seven 

grandchildren etc. His wife of 50 years, Mary Elizabeth (Hedglen), died in 1989.  His second 

wife, Frances Wright, died in 2005.  Two brothers, Ford and Paul Radenbaugh, already died, 

as well as two sisters, Delia Bruckner and Delores Lidgard.  Funeral officiated by Rev. 

Arthur Oberg [Presbyterian]. Marble Park Cemetery. 

Raleigh 

Frank 

Prosecutor for Monroe County in 1864. Could he be the namesake for Raleighville School 

and Cemetery in London Township? 

Randolph 

Robert 

Robert “Mike” Randolph and his brother “Whitey” Randolph both grew up in Mooreville. 

Mike married Doris Jean Wineland and had two sons, Todd and Dana Randolph. Mike is 

buried at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: S.B. 

Ransom 

Edwin Lee 

In 1946, Ed Ransom was photographed in front of the Texaco gas station at Dexter and 

County Street. His obituary states that he owned and operated it. Apparently there was some 

friction between him and Ken or Doc May.  [#3613]. 

Ransom 

Mathew 

Mathew R. Ransom died Oct. 27, 1818 age 48 years. County Line cemetery, gravestone 

transcriptions 



Ransom 

Nancy 

Nancy Ransom died May 28, 1886, age 73 years, 3 months, 13 days. County Line cemetery, 

gravestone transcriptions 

Rawson 

Sarah 

Sarah Rawson was b. Dec. 19, 1869 in York twp. Her father was John S. Rawson, farmer, b. 

Mich. Mother: Lucy S. Rawson b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 122. 

 

REDMAN 
Redman 

Addie 

Addie Redman died April 10 (1897 or 1898 approximately).  She was 25 years, 22 days old. 

She had an illness of about eleven weeks, and suffered almost constantly. The funeral was 

held at the house, the place of her birth, conducted by R. N. Bouck, pastor of Milan Baptist 

church.  She leaves her mother, one sister and some brothers.  Her remains were deposited 

temporarily in the London vault. Source: Milan Leader obituary. 

Redman 

Bernice 

Bernice Blackmer Redman, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Redman, died Monday at 

their home on Monroe Street. Buried at Milan, Michigan. Source: Allegan News, June 8, 

repreinted apparently by Milan Leader, penciled note says 1908. 

Redman 

Bernice 

“Death of Bernice Redman.”  Allegan News, June 5: Bernice Blackmer Redman, the infant 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Redman, died Monday at their home on Monroe Street. 

Interment at Milan, Mich. On Wednesday. Source: a Crude Scrap Book. Page 2 

Redman 

Jesse 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County includes a Directory  of Milan Township. Jesse Redman 

is a General Farmer, Secs 1 and 12. 

Redman 

Jessie 

Jessie Redman, 38, farmer, b. England, both his parents b. England, according to 1880 

census in Milan twp. Wife Rosa, 34, b. MI, father b. VT, mother b. NY. Daughter Lena 13, 

b. MI. Daughter Nelie, 10. Daughter Adda, 7.  Son William, 1, all b. MI.  Also in home: 

John Ackerman, 13, occupation “Work on farm.” He was b. MI and both his parents were b. 

Prussia.  Also in the home: John Vader, 19, “work on farm” is his occupation, b. MI and 

both his parents b. MI. 

Redman 

Jessie 

According to a speech given by Walter B. Redman in May 1964, his father’s name was Jesse 

Redman.  Jesse migrated from England in 1849. “Grandmother died there in a few weeks,” 

he said. The next year, the Redman family, “including Uncle Thomas” settled on land 

adjoining the Spaulding cemetery. “I was born there in 1881 on the second house 

Southeast,” Walter said. 

Redman 

Jessie 

Jessie Redman was born March 11, 1842 in Lincolnshire, England, according to Marble 

Memorial Park cemetery, D.A.R. book.  NOTE: he died Aug. 31, 1885, age 43. 

Redman 

Jesse 

According to Walter B. Redman, son of Jesse Redman, Jesse served in the Civil War in 2nd 

Mich. Cavalry, with James Gauntlett. Jesse married Walter’s mother in 1866 and died in 

1885, at the age of 43, leaving his wife and 5 young children (including Walter). 

Redman 

Jesse Mrs. 

Mrs. Jesse Redman of Milan, was born in York, Washtenaw county, Mich., April 15, 1846. 

Her parents, Edward and Sarah Rawson, were eastern  people, and came to Michigan at an 

early date, settling at York. Mrs. Redman, nee Rosina Rawson, was married September 16, 

1866. Her husband, Jesse Redman, was born in London, England, in 1843. At the breaking 

out of the Rebellion he enlisted in Co. M, 2d Mich. Cav. He was discharged from service by 

General Order No. 83 June 21, 1865. He returned to Milan, where he engaged in farming 

until his death on Aug. 31, 1885. Mrs. Redman is the mother of five children: Rosa Lena, 

born June 10, 1867; Anna Nettie, born July 21, 1869; William Edward, born February 24, 

1879; Addie Lurena, born March 19, 1873, and Walter B., born April 27, 1881. Mrs. 

Redman manages her farm of 190 acres, looking after its interests in all its details herself. 

Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, Wing, p. 39. (Civil War) 

Redman 

Lena 

Lena R. Redman, 21, of Milan, married Charles J. Allen, 25, see “Allen” for info. 

Redman 

Ralph 

Ralph Redman Mangas, b. June 18, 1890, died Oct. 27, 1906, aged 16 years 4 months, 9 

days. George and Clara Mangas were his parents.  Ralph’s grandfather was Thomas 

Redman. 

Redman 

Rosina 

Mrs. Rosina Rawson Redman, 74, a life-long resident of Michigan, died Sunday morning at 

the home of her son, Walter, 1403 Twenty-fifth Street [Detroit], after a long illness resulting 

from a stroke of apoplexy. She was the widow of Jesse Redman, and is survived by two 

sons, William E. of Milan and Walter B. of Detroit, and one daughter, Mrs. Nettie Bondy of 

Monroe. The funeral will be held at Milan. She was a member of the Woodward Avenue 

Baptist Church. Source: Crude Scrapbook, collected by a Milan resident, page 55 

Redman Thomas Redman was given a contract by the Village of Milan in June 1898 to clean out the 



Thomas Redman ditch, at 20 cents per rod.   

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman is at Marble Park cemetery, 1836 - 1908. Source: D.A.R. book.  His wife, 

Lodema Redman, 1840 - 1918. 

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman, general farmer and Deputy Sheriff, Sec. 2.  Source: business listing under 

“Milan” (Milan Township) in the 1876 Monroe County Atlas by F. W. Beers & Co. 

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman, 43, worked as a farmer, and was b. in England. That is what he told a 

census taker in 1880 when he lived in Milan Village on the Monroe county side. He lived 

with his wife, Lodema J., 40; daughter Jane, 19; and daughter Clorrie, 14. 

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman was b. Aug. 1836 in England. He was 63 in 1900 when census taker 

knocked on his door. He’d been married 41 years. His parents were both born in England. 

He came to the US in 1856. He’s been in the US 44 years. Occupation: “Farmer, retired.” 

Owns his home free and clear, no mortgage. Wife: Lodema, b. March 1840 in Mich., age 60. 

She’s been married 41 years.  Her parents both b. in NY.  Home located in Village of Milan 

on Wabash on the Monroe county side.  Source: 1900 census. 

Redman 

Walter 

Milan, Mich. Oct. 12 – a very quiet but pretty wedding was solemnized this afternoon at the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Blackmer, when their daughter, Wave E. was married to 

Walter B. Redman. Rev. T. D. Denman performed the ceremony. Both parties are well 

known here. They are both members of the Baptist church, Mr. Redman being president of 

the Baptist Young People’s society. Recently Mr. Redman was appointed as a postal clerk in 

the government service. After a short wedding trip, they will reside here where they have 

recently built a residence. 

Another article says: “the ceremony was performed by Rev. T. ? Denman in the presence of 

the immediate family only, as Mr. Blackmer, who has been an invalid for many months, was 

unable to bear the excitement and hustle attending a large wedding. Mr. and Mrs. Redman 

departed on the 4.23 p. m. north-bound train with Mrs. Redman’s brother Thurlow Blackmer 

and family of the city. At the kitchen shower last evening at Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Blackmer’s 

the bride-elect received many beautiful, useful and valuable gifts, as everyone of the esteem 

in which she held by a host of friends here.” 

Source: crude scrapbook, page 37. Handwritten note on article says “1904.” 

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman died of Typhoid fever Friday evening, October (23? 29?) 1908.  He was 

born in Deeping, Lincolnshire county, England on Aug. 31, 1837, then christened at the 

Episcopal Church. He came to the US with his family in 1849, settling in Monroe.  His 

mother died soon after that.  After one year living in Monroe, the family moved to Milan, 

where the deceased has lived ever since. In 1858 he married Lodema Childs. They had two 

daughters, Mrs. George [Clara] Mangas and Mrs. Charles [Jane] Denton.  In 1872 his father, 

William Redman, died. Two brothers and sisters preceded him in death.  Mrs. Daniel Childs 

of Shepherd, MI is the sole surviving sister.   For about 46 years Mr. Redman served as 

constable or deputy sheriff and local detective for the Wabash RR.  At one point in his 

career he was nearly murdered by a desperate prisoner and his life hung in the balance. He 

was buried at Marble Park cemetery. Pallbearers were Dr. J. L. Ackerson, Sayre Reeves, 

Olney Butler, Grant Millage, Jay Bird and Peter Campbell. Music furnished by the 

Methodist choir, assisted by Elon Gauntlett, who sang two songs. Source: obit. 

Redman 

Thomas’ 

daughter 

Mrs. Clara Redman Mangus, 89, died Saturday at her home at 119 Redman St., Milan, the 

same home in which she was born. Burial will be in Marble Park Cemetery. The daughter of 

Thomas and Lodema Redman, she was born April 18, 1866. She married George W. 

Mangus Nov. 12, 1884 at Milan. He died March 20, 1919. She was a member of Marble 

Methodist Church and Milan chapter, Order of the Eastern Star. She is survived by a 

daughter, Mrs. George Trebilcox, etc.  Source: obit. 

Redman 

Thomas 

Thomas Redman signed an agreement in 1902 with the Wabash Railroad. Source: Liber 152, 

page 21, Monroe Register Deeds. 

Redman 

Walter 
Walter Redman married Wave Blackmer on Oct. 12, 1904. He was b. in Milan, the youngest 

child of Jesse and Rosena Redman. He graduated from Milan High in 1899. He helped 

restore the Spaulding Cemetery, a few years before his death. He sold insurance for 45 years. 

They had one daughter, Pauline Redman. 
Redman 

Walter 

In May 1964, Walter Redman was chosen to deliver a speech about the new historical 

marker on Spaulding Cemtery. He was 83 when he delivered the speech. He had worked 

hard to restore the cemetery. When he was 4, his father was buried there. When he was a 

junior in high school, his younger sister was buried there. His great-grandfather, John 

Spaulding, emigrated to Milan area from Conn. where he was born in 1787. In 1834, his 



wife, a Haight, and their son John, 10, both died.  He buried them in Spaulding. He (John 

Spaulding) died in 1868, at age 81.  Source: Milan Booster Leader, May 28, 1964. 

Redman 

Wave 

Wave Blackmer was born Jan. 16, 1882 daughter of Charles and Emily Blackmer.  She died 

June 13, 1923.  She married Walter B. Redman on Oct. 12, 1904.  They had one daughter 

Pauline Redman. 

Redner 

Coon 

Coon Redner purchased land in Augusta Township from the US Govt. Source: abstract, 

mentions page 57 of tract book. SW quarter of section 7. 

On Nov. 10, 1830, Coon Redner and Peter Densingburgh bought a patent on SW quarter. 

Liber 108 page 264 Washtenaw Register of Deeds. On April 9, 1830, Peter Dansingburg of 

the State of NY conveyed the property to Coon Readner (name misspelled; should be 

Redner.)  Coon’s wife was Eve; see Liber 70, page 670, conveyed to Ann Hopson. 

In 1863, Norman Redner and wife Harriet conveyed land to Ann Hopson, L 107, P 95 

Reed Harry Harry E. Reed, 81, died June 10, 2002. He was b May 28, 1921 in Ypsilanti, son of Fred and 

Nellie (Stafford) Reed. He married Vivian, then married Ann O'Mara and then Karen Ernst. 

He had owned the Campfire Restaurant in the 1950s and 1960 and Campfire Pizza in 

Dundee and Blissfield. He was an avid sportsman, boater, fisherman, and woodworker, and 

belonged to the Moose Lodge in Dundee. He is survived by: two sons, Daniel of Erie and 

Chad of Florida; three daughters, Janice (Ken) Schultz and Patricia (Gil) Novak, all of Milan 

and Faye (Doug) Brown of Tecumseh; 8 grandchildren etc. a brother, Lloyd Reed; a half-

brother, Herbert Granger; and three half-sisters, Mildred Gustafson, Dorothy Jajuga, and 

Olptha Granger. He was preceded in death by a half-brother, Clifford Granger. 

Reese 

Byron 

Byron Edward Reese was born Jan. 14, 1914.  His father: Lee Roy Reese, 41, of Milan, 

occupation: Lab. Mother: Ethel May Lovell, 23, of Milan, born in Maclomb, Ohio. Source: 

birth records, Village of Milan. 

 

Reese 

Frances 

Frances Reese was b. March 21, 1835 in NY and died Feb. 12, 1920. Father: Noble Squires, 

b. NY. M: Pattie Meade b. NY. Buried in Mooreville cemetery. Source: York death records. 

Reece 

Frank 

Frank E. Reece was b. Nov. 11, 1868 in York twp.  His father was Frank E. Reece, a farmer, 

b. Mich. His mother: Frances Reece, b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. page 

49. 

Reese, 

Frances 

Mrs. Frederick E. Reese was born Frances A. Squires, the daughter of Noble and Pattie 

Squiers.  She was born March 21, 1835. She was 84 when she died.  See Squires, Frances. 

Reese 

Frederick 

Frederick E. Rees was born in Milan Oct. 15, 1837 and died at his home one mile south of 

Mooreville Oct. 18, 1921 at age 84 years and 3 days. He had lived all his life in this vicinity 

and occupied the same farm for over 50 years. On April 19, 1863 he married Frances A. 

Squier. They had 8 children, 4 already died. Surviving are 4 children, Fred and Cora living 

at home, son George on Ridge Road, and Mrs. Nellie Harmon in Lansing. Rev. C. E. 

Edwards officiated, assisted by Rev. W. S. Smith of Belleville. Masons took charge of 

services at the grave.  Source: Obituary. 

  



REEVES 
Reeves  

and Hanson 

“Reeves and Hanson, Manufacturers of and Dealers in Hard and Soft Wood Lumber, Wagon 

Tongues, Shafts, Poles, & c. Planing and Matching done to order. East Milan Village.” 

Source: Advertisement or listing under “Milan” (Milan Township) directory in the 1876 

Monroe County Atlas published by F. W. Beers & Co. Note: “East Milan” was later known 

as Azalia, it was never a village. 

Reeves Reeves and son were early settlers in Azalia, setting up a business there called Star Bending 

Company.  First names not known. 
Reeves 

Abigail 

Abigail Reeves died Sunday, June 8, 1902, at home of her son-in-law, Eugene Warner. She 

was 72. Her late husband Emmet Reeves died in 1881. She married him in 1850 and since 

has resided near Azalia 50 years, 46 years they lived in the home now occupied by 

S.Stebbins. They had 8 children, 6 still living: Franklin A. Reeves of Azalia, Sarah J. Coon 

of EatonRapids, Seigle and Seward Reeves of Chicago, Mrs.Hattie Bentley of Azalia, Mrs. 

Nellie Warner of Dendee. She had heart trouble.  Rev. Laubach of Milan officiated her her 

funeral at the Azalia church, assisted by Rev. Townsend of Azalia. Burial in Azalia 

cemetery. Note says 1902.  Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit file. 

Reeves 

Albert 

Albert W. Reeves d. 3-19-1914. His wife, Saphrona E., first wife of Albert, b. 11-13-1846; 

d. 4-26-1876.  Source: Azalia cemetery, Monroe county. 

Reeves 

Albert 

Albert Reeves married his first wife, Saphronia Frink, of Azalia. She was b. in about 1847, 

daughter of Stephen and Sally Frink. 

Reeves 

Albert 

Albert Reeves was b June 12, 1845 in Monroe County, and died March 18, 1914, age 70. He 

married Safrona Fink in 1863. They had two children, Miles and Ervin. Ervin died as a baby. 

Miles died in February 1913. Albert’s wife died in 1876 He joined the East Milan Baptist 

Church.  On April 3, 1877 he married Louise Bruckner. She survives.  His brother George 

Reeves of Mooreville already died, as well as his sister, Mrs. J. Moxson of Milan, both in 

1913, and that same year he lost his son Miles. He was in poor health and became depressed.  

He cut his own throat. His funeral was held at Azalia Methodist Church with someone from 

Milan Baptist officiating. Burial in Azalia cemetery. “Thankyou” for condolences in paper 

from Mrs. Louise Reeves and Mrs. Lucy Reeves.  Source: Obituary, perhaps the Milan 

Leader?   Note: another obit says he was an uncle of Supervisor Sayre Reeves of Milan twp. 

Reeves 

Alice 

Alice Reeves died Sept. 19, 1918 in Detroit, age 77 years, 10 months, 10 days. She was born 

Nov. 9, 1840 in Mich. She was a widow.   [NOTE:  her husband, Russell C. Reeves, was 

born in Webster twp June 14, 1842, son of Philip and Jerusha M. Cooley Reeves.]  Parents 

of Alice:  Thomas Sill and Elmira Phelps. Burial of Alice:  at Dexter, Mich. on Sept. 21, 

1918.    Note:  Alice had an uncle, Deforest Phelps, who was shot and killed by Sayre 

Reeves in Dexter on May 2, 1845. 
Reeves 

Amy Jane 

Amy Jane Reeves was the daughter of Sayre Reeves and Betsy Young Reeves.  The family 

bible says she was born in 1834 in Michigan, but a family genealogist thinks that may be an 

error.  Perhaps the genealogist thinks she was born “out east” and came to Michigan as a 

small child. 

Reeves  

Amy Jane 

Reeves Amy Jane Reeves was born June 28, 1834 and died Nov. 7, 1888.  She married John 

W. Moxson; he was born April 26, 1836 and died Feb. 23, 1918.  Their oldest child, Sarah, 

was born about 1864 so they may have been married in 1863. They also had Louis, born 

Aug. 12, 1866, and William, born about 1868.  The Moxson family was from the Azalia area 

and Amy was in Oakville.  Perhaps Amy’s parents moved to Azalia because of Amy’s ties 

there?  Source: Census data, cemetery data, death certificate, Ron Morey. 

Reeves  

Amy Jane 

In 1880, John “Moxon” was 40, working in a saw mill. His wife, “Emma” (Amy?) was 41. 

Their children: Sarah, 16; Lewis, 13; Laura, 10. 

Reeves 

Andrew J. 

Andrew J. Reeves of Ash twp died Sept. 24, 1900. He moved to Monroe county in 1849. He 

was born in Sussex county, NJ April 8, 1821. His parents, Moses and Sarah (Young) 

Reeves, came to Monroe County in 1846; the father, Moses, died March 1, 1859. Andrew J. 

was married in Seneca county, NY March 29, 1843. His wife Lydia A. was b Oct. 29, 1820. 

Reeves 

Betsy 

The 1860 London Twp census for “Reaves” family apparently includes all the children 

whether they live in that residence or not.  “Sayer” is head of household, age 52, b NY, 

farmer.  Betsy, 53, b in Conn.  James, 28, b NY.  Sarah Ann, 26, b in NY.  Amy Jane, 24, b 

NY  George, 22, b Mich. Charles, 21, b Mich. Mary, 19, b Mich. William, 17, b Mich. 

Albert, 14, b Mich. Elen (Ellen?) 13 b Mich. Julia, 9, b Mich.  Source: US census, page 394, 

take June 29, 1860.  Thanks to Ron Morey. 

Reeves “Betsey Reeves his wife” is on gravestone next to Sayre Reeves, b. 1807.  Betsey’s grave 



Betsey stone says she was born June 14, 1807, died July 6, 1878. Source: Azalia cemetery. 

 

Reeves 

Betsy 

Betsy Young Reeves was the wife of Sayre Reeves.  Betsy was born 1807, and died 1878. 

Buried in Azalia cemetery. Source: Roots dot com.  Peggy. 

Reeves 

Betsy 

Betsy Youngs and Sayre Reeves were married in Barrington, NY on Jan. 13, 1830.  Source: 

marriage license, found online by Peggy Patrick Brown. 

Reeves 

Betsy 

East Milan News:  On July 6 [1878] Mrs. Betsy Reeves died at the home of her son-in-law, 

George Maxon. She was the relict [wife] of the late Sayer Reeves.  She and her husband 

were old residents of this neighborhood [Azalia] having migrated from New York State 

about 43 years ago [that would be 1835].  They raised a family of 10 children, all of them 

survived their parents.  She was a member of M.E. Church since age 16. Burial at East Milan 

cemetery [Azalia].  Source: Monroe Commercial, Friday, July 19, 1878. 

Reeves 

Cady 

Cady Reeves, 29, farmer, b. MI, parents b. NY. That is the report from 1880 census in Milan 

twp.  Wife Mary, 22, b. MI, her parents b. NY. Son Fred, 6 months, b. December.  They 

were very close neighbors to Charles Warner. 

Reeves 

Charles 

[Died April 21, 1909] Carleton News:  At 4:30 p.m. Wednesday of last week, Charles 

Reeves died, at age 58. Source: Monroe Record Commercial, Thursd. April 29, 1909.  [Must 

have been born about 1851] 

Reeves 

Charles M. 

Charles M. Reeves was born Dec. 31, 1850 in Ash twp and died April 21, 1909 age 58. He 

was the son of Andrew and Lydia Ann Reeves. He married Mary Greenwood Aug. 7, 1879.  

He left five sons and one daughter.  The sons are Charlie, Lloyd, Matthew, Dale, and Frank.  

Burial in Carleton Cemetery. 

Reeves 

Charles 

Mrs. 

Carleton:  Mrs. Charles Reeves collapsed, frothing at the mouth, and went home. Then she 

grew worse and died from apoplexy. Her husband and father died about 16 months ago. She 

leaves 3 sons and 1 daughter.  Source: Monroe Record Commercial Sept. 1, 1910. 

Reeves 

Clinton 

George, 13, the son of MM Clinton Reeves, formerly of Dundee, drowned near Milan 

Sunday. He and some other lads were out on a raft in the river. Source: Dundee Reporter, 

Aug. 4, 1911.  Note: Clinton is son of George Reeves and grandson of Sayre Reeves. 

Reeves 

Daniel 

Daniel F. Reeves was married to Cecilia Trim or Cecilia Sanford. She is buried in Benton 

cemetery, Saline twp.  Daniel’s second wife was Sophia Heimerdinger, and the two of them 

are buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Saline twp.  Sophia was born perhaps in 1850. She died in 

1949. Source: Washtenaw Genealotical Society newsletter. 

Reeves 

Edna 

Edna M. Reeves. No dates of birth or death. Note: Elma, Sayre and Edna were the children 

of W. C. and E. Reeves. 

Reeves 

Edna 

Edna Reeves was b. April 1883, daughter of William and Elizabeth Reeves. She was 17 

when the 1900 census taker came around.  She lived in Village of Milan on Monroe county 

side with her parents and her brother Sayre. 

Reeves 

Edna 

Obituary in 1927, Mrs. William D. Stanger.  Edna May, youngest daughter of three children 

of William C. and Mary Elizabeth Masten Reeves, was born in Milan township, Monroe 

county April 1, 1883 and died in Los Angeles, CA April 8, 1927 at the age of 44 years and 7 

days. Her parents and her sister Alma preceded her in death. She graduated from Milan High 

School in 1901. She married William D. Stanger in Milan on June 28, 1917.  She is survived 

by a brother, Sayre W. Reeves of Milan (twp?), a niece, Adaline, etc. Burial in Azalia 

cemetery.  Source: Obituary. 

Reeves 

Edward 

In 1888, Edward Reeves was named Constable (one of four constables) for Milan Township. 

Reeves 

Edward 

Edward Reeves was 22 years old, a farmer, when he saw the census taker in 1860.  [Born 

about 1838.]  He was in Northfield, taking his mail at Whitmore Lake, and living next door 

to Phillip Reeves.  Phillip was probably his father.  Also in Edward’s home: Adell Reeves, 

19, probably Edward’s wife.  James Cook, 21, laborer, lived there also. 

Reeves 

Edward. 

Edward Reeves lived in Webster twp when he answered the 1870 census.  He was probably 

the son of Phillip Reeves.  Edward was 33, born in Mich.  [Born about 1838.]  He picked up 

his mail in Dexter.  His wife, Adel J. Reeves, was 28.  His children in the home were Frank 

W. Reeves, 9, and Giles W. Reeves, 5. 

Reeves 

Edward 

Edward Reeves in Rice Cemetery 1832-1892.  “Steffy, Elizabeth Reeves” 1833-1924.  Then 

Elizabeth Reeves 1868-1892.  Rice Cemetery. 

Reeves 

Edward 
Eddie Reeves and wife buried their infant child Saturday. Source:  Dundee Reporter, Oct. 

26, 1906. 
Reeves Ellen W. Reeves was married June 30, 1875 in Oakville to George W. Critchett. She was 



Ellen born in Dexter, daughter of Sayre and Betsy Reeves; he was born in England. 

Reeves 

Ellen 

By 1880, Ellen and George Critchett were living with three boys, the older two were Ellen’s 

step sons.  He worked in a sawmill. Source: Census, Peggy Patrick Brown 

Reeves 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Reeves was b in Azalia Aug. 24, 1856 and died at her home on E. Main St. At 

10:00 Thanksgiving morning, Nov. 24, 1921, age 65 years and 3 months. She married 

William C. Reeves July 26, 1877 who died five years before.  She had 3 children, Sayre, 

Alma, and Edna. She is survived by two children, Mrs.William Stanger of Dundee and Sayre 

of Milan.  Her surviving siblings: Mrs. Jeff Pilbeamof Britton, Abraham Masten of Milan, 

Mrs.Susie Hitchcock of Azalia, Frank Masten of Azalia, Mrs. Lew Kopka of Dundee, Mrs. 

Walter Williams of Milan, and one little granddaughter, AdalineReeves.  She was a member 

of the Order of the Eastern Star. She loved to garden and was rarely seen outside her home. 

Burial Azalia.  Source: obit file at Dundee Mill Museum. 

Reeves 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Reeves, the wife of William C. Reeves.  The two of them were divorced.  Then 

Elizabeth realized she would lose her pension based on William’s Civil War record.  So the 

two of them re-married so she could get her pension. 

Reeves 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Reeves, b. 1856, d. 1921.  Buried near William C. Reeves. She is wife of William. 

Source: Azalia cemetery, Monroe county.  Note-- maiden name Masten. 

Reeves  

Elma 

Elma Reeves, b. 1880, died 1883. Source: Azalia cemetery. 

 

Reeves 

Emmet 

Emmet Reeves, 55, farmer, b. NY, both parents b. NY, according to 1880 census in Milan 

twp.  Wife Abigail, 50, b. VT, both her parents b. VT. Son David, 21, b. MI. Son Segal 18. 

Son Seward, 18. Daughter Hatty 15. Daughter Nelley 12 all b. MI. Note: Emmet was born 

about 1825, before Sayre married Betsy, so he is probably not related. 

Reeves 

Emmet 

Mrs. 

Mrs. Abigail Reeves died June 8, 1902 at the home of her son in law, Eugene Warner, in this 

twp, age 72. She was the widow of Emmet Reeves, who died in 1881, to whom she was 

married in 1850. They resided in Azalia 50 years. They had 8 children, including Franklin A. 

Reeves, of Azalia, Sarah J. Coon, Seigle and Seward Reeves, Mrs. Hattie Bentley of Azalia, 

Mrs. Nellie Warner of Dundee. Abigail died of heart trouble. Buried in Azalia cemetery. 

Source: Dundee Reporter. 

Reeves 

Emmet 

Emmet Reeves, 1825-1881, Azalia Cemetery.  Abigail Hoag Reeves, 10-1-1829 to 6-8-

1902. 

Reeves 

Ervin 

Ervin Reeves, son of W. and S. Reeves, b. 11-19-1874, d. 9-20-1876.  Note: this boy, age 2, 

was buried next to Saphrona and Albert W. Reeves, perhaps their son. Source: Azalia 

cemetery. 
Reeves 

Florence 

Florence E. Reeves, 1887 to 1969, Azalia Cemetery, buried near Fred Reeves. 

Reeves 

Frank 

Frank W?  Reeves b in Ash twp Oct. 12, 1883, and died July 5, 1916 age 32. Pneumonia. 

Leaves a widow, 4 brothers Charles, Matthew, Dale and Lloyd, and sister Blanche. 

Reeves 

Fred 

Fred Reeves, 90, of 235 Main St., Dundee, died yesterday in the Beach Nursing Home, 

Monroe.  Services will be held at Buhl Funeral Home, Dundee, with Rev. Blake Hunt of 

Milan Baptist Church officiating. Burial will be in Azalia Cemetery.  The son of Cady and 

Mary Reeves, he was born Dec. 3, 1879 in Milan Township and lived in Monroe County his 

entire life.  He was a farmer.  He married Florence Hatter March 5, 1925. She died Nov. 29, 

1969.  Three brothers and a sister have already died.  His surviving cousins include Mrs. 

Inez White of Milan. 

ReevesFred Fred Reeves, b. 1879, d. 1970. Azalia cemetery. Buried near Florence E. Reeves 

Reeves 

Freddie 

Freddie, the only child of Cady and Mary Reeves, age 1 year, died Sept. 12, 1879. Funeral at 

the M. E. Church on Sept. 14, in Azalia, Elder Russel officiating. Monroe Commercial, Sept.  

19, 1879.   

Reeves 

Freddie 

Freddie Reeves, Azalia Cemetery, May 17, 1878 to Sept. 12, 1879.  Next to him it says 

“Lulu Reeves 8-8-1888 to 2-25-1889.”  Then a stone says “Father __ Reeves 1850-1934.” 

Reeves 

Frederic 
Frederic E. Reeves, 26, a resident of York (twp), Mich., and Frances Squires, 28, a resident 

of Milan (twp?), MI, were married April 19, 1863 in Milan (twp?) by Joseph Corbett, J.P. 

(Justice of the Peace). Witnessed by John Shay and Eliza Shay, residents of Augusta (twp). 

Source: Monroe county marriage records. 
Reeves 

Gabriel 

Gabriel F. Reeves showed up on the 1840 US Census as a resident of Milan township. 

Reeves 

Gabriel Sr. 

Gabriel F. Reeves b. NY 1797/1801. He married Eliza M., his first wife. Eliza was b. 1800 

and died 1848.  Gabriel and Eliza’s children were (1) Emmett, 1827-1881; (2) Ruth Ann, b. 



1830; (3) Edward, b.1833; (4) Mary Jane, b. 1835.  Gabriel married his 2nd wife, Caroline 

E. Newman, on Jan. 31, 1849.  She was b.1827, probably in PA.  Their children: (5) Daniel 

F. Reeves, 1850-1925; (6) Gabriel Foster Reeves, 1852-1918.  In 1860 Gabriel Sr. was 

living with Erastus Cone. Daniel F. Reeves, 10, was living with James and Eliza Johnson. In 

1870, Gabriel F. (Jr.) was living in Saline.  The elder Gabriel Reeves Sr. died in Milan Twp. 

Dec. 4, 1881.  Source: Washtenaw Genealogical Society newsletter. 

Reeves 

Gabriel 

Gabriel F. Reeves was b. in NY in 1800 and may have been a relative of Sayre but maybe 

not.  He came to Mich. early in 1833, to Washtenaw and Monroe County. In 1860 he was 

living with his son Daniel in Saline.  He had a large family. 

Reeves 

George 

George S. Reeves, son of Sayre and Betsy, was b about 1836 in MI. He married Clara Wade 

June 19, 1859 in Dexter, MI. She was b 1838 in PA. Source: Ancestry dot com. 

Reeves 

George 

George Reeves was b. Oct. 8, 1835 in Mich. d. Nov. 23, 1913. Father: Sayre Reeves, b. NY. 

Mother: Betsy Young, b. NY. Buried in London cemetery. Source: York death records. 

Reeves  

George 

George W. Reeves:  see Samuel Reeves 

Reeves  

George W. 

George W. Reeves of Carleton celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary Sept. 11, 1929.  A 

week later, his son Samuel died from injuries in a car accident.  George had 6 other sons: 

Spencer, Benjamin, Martin, Wade, Cash, and Charles, and 1 daughter, Mrs. Drigget of 

Carleton. 

Reeves  

George 

George Reeves died at the home of his adopted son, Clinton Reeves, Sunday morning. [Nov 

28, 1913 could be either date of death or date of obituary publication.]  He was 78 years old. 

Funeral was held at the London church. Burial in London.  (He was b about  1835) 

Reeves  

George 

George Reeves, 43, farmer, b. MI, both parents b. NY. [Son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves.] 

Wife Clara, 42, b. PA. Adopted son, Clinton, age (15?) b. MI.  Also in the home: Collins 

Judson, 37, single, occupation “Teamster.”  Source: London twp census 1880.  Note: 

teamster was a man who drove a large wagon full of farm produce or merchandise of some 

sort.  It took a whole team of horses to pull the wagon.  Hence, the word “Teamster.” 

 

REEVES HARRIETT 
Reeves  

Harriett 

Harriett Reeves, wife of Moses Reeves, died at her home east of the village on Aug. 24, 

1910, at age 79. Heart illness. She was born in NY. She was married over 50 years. David 

Reeves of Carleton is the only surviving child, two other children died years ago.  Oakwood 

cemetery. 

Reeves J. 

C. 

J. C. Reeves owned 75 acres of land in London Township according to the 1876 Monroe 

County Atlas. .Land in Sec. 1 next to Kirk VreeVeld. Might be James son of Sayre Reeves? 

Reeves  

James 

James C. Reeves, at Azalia cemetery.  Vo. D. 18th Mich. Inf. Buried near Elovina Reeves, 

1841 is the only date for her. 

Reeves  

James C. 

James C. was born in 1831 in NY. Served in Civil War. Married Lavinia Wade about 1863. 

Had a daughter, Anna Bella Reeves born 1864.  Lavina or “Elovina” may have been born in 

1841.  That is the only date on her gravestone at Azalia Cemetery. Lavina died in August 

1927.   Note: See “Lovina” Reeves. 

Reeves  

James 

James Reeves, 40, was a laborer, and b. in Ireland, says 1880 census of Milan township. His 

wife, Elizabeth, 22, also b. Ireland. They lived with daughter, Susan, 9, b. in PA, and 

daughter, Mary, 4, b. in NJ.  (Probably not related.) 

Reeves  

James 

The infant son of James and Lavina Reeves of Dundee, was brought to East Milan [Azalia] 

for burial on the afternoon of Sept. 6, 1879.  Source: Monroe Commercial, Sept. 19, 1879. 

Reeves  

James 

James Reeves died on March 20, 1920 in Milan twp. He was b April 27, 1831 in New York. 

Parents Sayre Reeves (born New York) and Betsey Young (born New York). At the time of 

his death, he was married and a retired farmer.  Buried in on March 23, 1920 at Azalia, 

Undertaker E.W. Blackmer of Milan, Mich. Source: Ron Morey, from death record. 
Reeves  

James 

James Reeves (probably not related to Sayre or Betsy Reeves) died in Milan twp Sept. 3, 

1901.  He was born 1880 in Ireland. Parents were Patire (not sure of spelling) Reeves and 

Sarah Gleason (both b in Ireland). He was married; they had three children, two still living. 

He was buried in Cone, Mich. on Sept. 5, 1901. Source: Ron Morey, from death record.  
Reeeves  

Jerusha 
Jerusha Reeves, widow of Phillip Reeves, was living in Webster twp. when the 1880 
census taker arrived at her door.  She was 69, born in Mass.  (She was born about 
1811.)  Also in the home: John W. Reeve, 30; Anna E. Reeve, 23; Earnest J. 
Reeve, 1; and John O’Neal, 27. 



Reeves 

John 

John Reeves was born about 1850.  He was 10 years old for the 1860 census. He was living 

with his father, Phillip Reeves in Northfield, Whitmore Lake post office.  His mother lived 

there, Jerusha.  See “Reeves, Phillip.”     

Reeves  

John 

John S. Reeves, 59, farmer, b. NY, parents b. NY, according to 1880 census in Milan twp. 

Wife Lucta, 55, b. NY, her parents both b. NY. Daughter Lyda, 18, b. MI.  Note: John S. 

Reeves was born about 1821.   

Reeves  

John S. 

John S. Reeves was born 11-23-1821 and died 2-11-1892. Azalia Cemetery.  See also Milton 

Reeves. 

Reeves  

John S. 

John S. Reeves of Milan died at his home on Feb. 11, 1892, age 71. He leaves a wife, 4 

daughters, and 1 son. Burial in Azalia. Source: Monroe Democrat Feb. 18, 1892.  Note: he 

was born about 1821. 

Reeves  

Joseph 

Carleton.  Fannie Reeves received word Saturday of the drowning of her nephew, Floyd 

Reeves, 14. Floyd was the son of MM Joseph Reeves, of 34 Richmond St., Detroit. Floyd 

was swimming in a small creek when he was seized with cramps. MM Reeves lived near 

here a few years ago. Source: Monroe Democrat, July 31, 1914. 

Reeves  

Lavina 

Lavina Reeves died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Belle Olds, in Dundee. Funeral at 

Methodist church in Azalia on Sunday morning. Source: Monroe Evening News August 6, 

1927.  See also “Lovina” Reeves. 

Reeves  

Louisa 

Louisa H. Bruckner was b Jan. 1859.  She married Albert Reeves. Albert was b June 12, 

1845 in Monroe County, and died March 18, 1914, age 70. He married Safrona Fink in 

1863. They had two children, Miles and Ervin. Ervin died as a baby. Safrona died in Feb. 

1876.  Albert married his second wife, Louisa.   

Reeves 

Lovina 

Lovina Waid was born July 7, 1841 in Crawford County, Penn. She came to Mich. with her 

parents at age 14.  She married James C. Reeves Sept. 1, 1861. Shedied Aug.5, 1927. She 

leaves one daughter, Anna BelleOlds of Dundee, FrankW. Reevesof Philadelphia PA, a 

sister, MRs.Anna Harmon, onRidge Road, etc. Funeral at Azalia church, Rev. N. M. 

Pritchard. Burial in Azallia.  Source: Obit file at Mill Museum in Dundee.  NOTE: her 

husband apparently was the son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves. See also “Lavina” Reeves. 

Reeves 

Mary 

Mary Elizabeth Reeves, b. 1840, died 1923, was the wife of Charles T. Sill. Charles was b. 

Nov. 29, 1839 near Dexter, and died Dec. 10, 1903 in Milan.  She was daughter of Sayre and 

Betsy Reeves. In 1860, she worked as an employee at Dennis Warner’s.  In 1862, she 

married Charles Sill.  Their children were Homer (married Catherine Hoyt, died Aug. 1933 

at age 69); Alma; and a daughter, Jessie H., who died Oct. 23, 1888 in Detroit. 

Reeves  

Mary 

Mrs. Mary Reeves of Carleton died Monday. She was upwards of 75. She leaves 4 children: 

Mrs. Fannie Reeves of Carleton, Mrs. Ella Hooper of Detroit, Joseph Reeves of Detroit, and 

Mrs. Clara McConnel of Kansas.  Source: Monroe Record Commercial, March 16, 1905 

Reeves  

Milton 

Milton H. Reeves, son of J. S. and L. Reeves, at Azalia Cemetery 1-15-1849 to 6-29-1884.  

John S. Reeves next to him, 11-23-1821 to 2-11-1892. 

Reeves  

Moses 

Carleton:  Moses Reeves died at his home a mile or more east of town Sunday night. He was 

stricken with paralysis nearly 2 weeks ago. He leaves one son and several other relatives.  

Source: Monroe Record Commercial, Thurs. Nov.30, 1911. 

Reeves  

Moses 

Carleton:  An old pioneer of Ash township died Monday Nov. 27 [1911].  Moses Reeves 

was b in Sussex Co. NJ Jan. 26, 1834 and was one of 7 children. He came with his parents to 

Monroe County in 1846 and lived on the same farm in section 15, Ash twp, for more than 54 

years. On Jan. 1, 1860 he married Harriet Baker, who died Aug. 8, 1910. They had 3 

children. One son, David Reeves of Carleton is still living.  Moses has one brother in Hoyt, 

Colorado.  Burial in Oakwood Cemetery. Source: Monroe Democrat, Dec. 8, 1911. 
Reeves  

Moses 

Moses P. Reeves was born Jan. 26, 1834 in NJ. He came to Mich. as a child. They settled in 

Dearborn, Mich. Mr. Reeves married Harriet Baker on Jan. 1, 1860.  They moved to their 

home at Swan Creek and stayed there over 50 years. They had 3 children, only their son 

David survives.  Harriet died a year ago.  Moses leaves behind a brother, George of Denver, 

Colo.  Moses died Nov. 25, 1911. 

Reeves  

Moses 

Moses Reeves served in the War of 1812.  This is mentioned in the obit of Moses’son 

Andrew.  Moses was the son of Joshua Reeves.  Joshua was a soldier of the Revolutionary 

war, it says. He was held 3 months a prisoner at NY City. He died at age 103.  Source: 

Carleton Mesenger obituary file re Andrew Reeves. 

Reeves  

Myles 

Myles H. Reeves, son of MM Albert Reeves, was b. in Milan twp March 28, 1872.  He 

married Lucy Martin of Wallaceburg, Ont. Sept. 10, 1902. He died Feb. 19, 1913 after a 

short illness. He was member of Methodist chuch.  The funeral was held at his father’s 



home. He leaves his wife, father, and mother and many friends. Source: Obituary. 

Reeves  

Phillip 

Phillip Reeves, brother of Sayer Reeves, bought land from the government in 1825. Phillip 

moved to Dexter Mich. in 1834. By the time Sayer joined Phillip, Phillip owned over 500 

acres in and around Dexter.  Phillip was Deacon of the Congregational Webster Church and 

involved in county politics.  Source: Masters Thesis Danielle Roth. 

Reeves  

Phillip 

Phillip H. Reeve is listed as the 55th person to join the First Congregational Presbyterian 

Society of Webster, or Webster Church for short. He and wife Mary both joined on July 4, 

1835. Church was founded 1833.  Church records show he died Jan. 8, 1876 and she died 

Aug. 8, 1836.  Source: Washtenaw Genealogical Society newsletters 

Reeves  

Phillip 

Phillip Reeves married Jerusha M. Cooley, his second wife, in 1840.  Jerusha was born Nov. 

10, 1810 in South Deerfield, Mass, descended from Puritan ancestry; her parents being 

Russell and Betsey Cooley. Source: Past and Present Wasthenaw County page 220. 

Reeves  

Phillip 
The home of Phillip Reeves in Webster Township was located at 2886 W. Joy 
Road. The stone structure was built in about the 1840’s or 1850’s, composed of 
fieldstone in the Greek Revival style of architecture.  It is 1 1/2 stories, while most 
Greek Revivals are two stories.  There is a wing on the home which is believed to 
be the original log cabin.  Apparently Reeves built the cabin, and then the stone 
house next to it, encasing the log cabin in stones. 

Reeves  

Phillip 

Phillip Reeves was 58 years old when the census taker arrived in 1860.  He was living in 

Northfield, Washtenaw County, and picked up his mail in Whitmore Lake.  He was born in 

NY. His wife, Jerusha Reeves, was 50. The younger people in the home were Russell 

Reeves, 18; Fanny Reeves, 14; and John Reeves, 10.  Note: see “Edward Reeves” who lived 

next door. 

Reeves  

Russell 

Russel C. Reeves, 39,b Mich, was a farmer when census taker came to his farm in Webster 

twp. on June 11, 1880.  His wife Alice, 39, was b.Mich. Daughter Cora, 5, was present, and 

his mother-in-law Almira Sill, 70, b VT, a widow.  [NOTE: Russell is son of Phillip Reeves, 

and Alice is daughter of Almira Phelps Sill. Almira’s brother, Deforest  Phelps, was shot and 

killed by Russell’s uncle, Sayre Reeves.] 

Reeves  

Samuel 

Samuel Reeves hit by auto. Carleton man seriously hurt. Carleton, Sept. 16; Samuel Reeves, 

Carleton was critically injured and his father, George W. Reeves, his brother, Spencer O. 

Reeves and his brother’s son, Earl Reeves, all of Carleton, escapted serious injury in two 

accidents.  George W. Reeves had celebrated his 50 wedding anniversary last week. Source: 

Monroe Eve. News, Sept. 23, 1929. 

Reeves  

Samuel 

Samuel Reeves died from his injuries in auto accident. He was born in Ash twp July 13, 

1896.  He married Thelma Leland of Wymore, Neb. And had no children.. 

Reeves  

Samuel 

Carleton, Sept. 23:  Samuel Reeves died Thursday of injuries in an auto accident Sept. 14. 

He was son of MM George S. Reeves of Carleton. Six brothers, Spencer, Martin, Benjamin, 

Charles, Cash and Wade were pallbearers.  Source: Monroe Evening News, Sept. 23 1929. 

Reeves  

Saphrona 

Saphrona E., wife of A. W. Reeves, b. 11-13-1846, d. 4-26-1876.  She is buried next to 

Albert W. Reeves.  Source: Azalila cemetery 

Reeves 

Sarah 

George “Moxon,” 33, was working in a sawmill as stated in 1880 census results. His wife 

Julia was 26.  Also in the home: Sarah Reeves, 46, born in Michigan. 

 

REEVES, SAYRE 
Reeves  

Sayre 

Tavern 

Sayre Reeves bought land from Judge Samuel Dexter for $150 on credit, on Oct. 25, 1836.  

The land was inside the village of Dexter on lot 8, in block 8 between 2nd and 3rd streets. 

Reeves built and operated a tavern there. Two years later he had to repay his debt.  The older 

brother, Phillip, had come to Michigan during a boom time, but Sayer came just in time for 

the depression of 1837.  On Oct. 6, 1838, Judge Samuel Dexter foreclosed, selling Sayer’s 

farm and tavern at public auction.  After he lost his tavern and farm, Sayer probably moved 

in with his brother Phillip and family on his 240-acre farm in Webster twp.  Then, on Jan. 1, 

1840, Sayer moved into the unoccupied woodland next to Phillip’s farm. Sayer built a 

modest home and moved onto this acreage owned by Judge Dexter.  Reeves even paid taxes 

on it in 1840.   

Reeves 

Sayre 

The Reeves family Bible has the following:  Sayre William Reeve, b 1807, d 1877.  Married 

1829 Betsey Young in Yates Co, NY. She was b 1807, d 1878 in Azalia. They had 10 

children. (1) James, b. 1831. (2) Sarah Ann, b 1832 in Yates County, NY, died 1904 in 

Milan. (3) Amy Jane, b. 1834, died 1888 in Milan twp. (4) George S., b. 1836, married Clara 



Wade, died 1886 in Mooreville. (5) Charles L., b. 1838. (6) Mary Elizabeth, b. 1840, 

married Charles T.Sill, died 1923. (7) William Curran Reeves, b. 1842, died 1916 in Milan. 

(8) Albert W. b 1845, married Saphronia, died 1914  (9) Ellen M. b 1847, married George 

Critchett, died 1918 in Milan. (10) Julia Irene, b 1851, married George E. Moxon (sic), died 

1913. Source: Adeline Reeves Adams, granddaughter of William C. Reeves. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

East Milan News.  “Sere” Reeves died Monday, Dec. 31, 1877 at the residence of his son-in-

law.   Source: Monroe Commercial, Jan. 4, 1878. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre Reeves was born in 1807 and died in 1877.  He is buried in Azalia cemetery. He was 

married to Betsy Young.  Sayre and Betsy had the following children: James C. Reeves, b. 

about 1831 in NY; Sarah Ann Reeves; George S. Reeves b. about 1836 in Mich; William C. 

Reeves; and Albert Reeves b. 1846. Source: Ancestry dot com, and Peggy. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre and Betsy Reeves moved their entire family from Dexter, after spending quite a few 

years there operating a saw mill and doing other things.  By this time they had 10 children. 

He went to Monroe County and bought 2 lots in Oakville, #19 and #40. He built a family 

home on one and operated a hotel on the other.  He also got 80 acres of woodland in Section 

15 of London twp. Oakville had only 1 store, 1 lawyer, and 1 doctor at that time.  Their 

daughter Julia Irene was probably born in Oakville. Sometime in the next 10 years, Sayre 

gave up the hotel business and turned to farming.  Between 1860 and 1870 he moved to 

Milan twp. and again entered the sawmill business with his son William and a man from 

Scotland named Edward Couper.  Their children were:  (1) daughter. (2) James C. [b 1831 in 

NY.]  Served in Civil War, married Lavinia Wade about 1863; they had a daughter Anna 

Bella Reeves born 1864. (3) Sarah Ann, never married. (4) Amy Jane Reeves. In 1860 she 

worked for Asa B. Sanford and wife Cynthia in York twp. as domestic servant. (5) George 

S. Reeves. [b. 1836] Married Clara Wade June 19, 1859 in Dexter.  (6) Charles Reeves.  (7)  

Mary Reeves worked in Dexter as a domestic servant for Dennis and Mary Warner; he was a 

merchant in Dexter. She married Charles Sill.  See “Charles Sill” for more info. (8) William 

C. Reeves. Inherited his father’s sawmill. Served in Civil War. His wife Elizabeth was 10 

years younger than him.  They had at least 1 child, Sayre, born 1879. William died in 1918, 

buried Azalia cemetery.  (9) Albert Reeves. [b. 1846] Farmer. Lived next door to his father 

in 1870 in Milan twp census. Wife: Saphronia, both of them born in 1846. By 1880, Albert 

had a different wife, Loesa, born in Mich. 1859. They had at least 1 son Miles Reeves b. 

1873.  (10) Ellen Reeves, was 23 years old in 1870 and living at home with parents. (11) 

Julia Irene Reeves. Married George Moxson Sept. 11, 1873. George worked for William in 

the sawmill. He died of Brights Disease July 20, 1910. Julia died Nov. 26, 1913 of heart 

disease. They had one adopted daughter, Ella Miller. Source: Genealogy conclusions typed 

up by a family member, at Milan Public Library. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre and Betsy Young Reeves had 5 children: (1) James C. Reeves, b. about 1831 in NY. 

Married Lavinia Wade 1863. Lavinia born about 1841 in PA.  (2) Sarah Ann Reeves. (3) 

George S. Reeves, b. about 1836 in Mich. He married Clara Wade June 19, 1859 in Dexter, 

Mich. She was born in 1838 in PA.  (4) William C. Reeves died in 1918. He married 

Elizabeth.  (5) Albert Reeves b 1846.  Source: Roots dot com and Peggy. 
Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre Reeves was 42 when the census taker arrived at his London Township home in 1850. 

He was born in NY.  His wife Betsy was also 42.  Sarah Ann was 17.  Amy J. Reeves was 

14. George Reeves was 12.  Charles Reeves was 11.  Mary Reeves was 9.  William Reeves 

was 7.  Albert Reeves was 4.  Ellen Reeves was 3.  There was also someone living in the 

home, David Merrill, age 50. Source: Ancestry dot com, Peggy 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre Reeves was b. Sept. 1878. He was 21 when the census taker came around in 1900. He 

was living with his parents, William and Elizabeth Reeves, and sister Edna, in a house in 

Milan Village on the Monroe county side.  Sayre was 21, single, occupation bookkeeper. 

Reeves 

Sayre 

See “Dawn Hanlon” for information about how the family secret was whispered by children 

in Milan. 

Reeves  

Sayre W. 

Sayre W. Reeves of 217 Oakwood, Ypsi, says headline.  Feb. 13, 1966.  Age 87, former 

Milan twp supervisor, died Sunday. He was b. Sept. 17, 1878 and married Mae Allen Nov. 

5, 1917. Surviving is one daughter, Mrs. Ralph (Adeline) Adams of Ypsilanti. Burial: Azalia 

cemetery.  Source: obit. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Sayre Reeves b. Nov. 19, 1807, died Dec. 31, 1877. Grave is next to “Betsey Reeves his 

wife.”  Source: Azalia cemetery. 

Reeves  

 

Sayre Reeves and his wife Betsy Young Reeves came to Michigan between 1836 and 1838, 

according to an essay by a family genealogist in the 1960’s.  The couple came to Mich with 



Sayre 4 small children: James, Sarah Ann, Amy Jane, and another girl whose name is not known.  

The 1840 census finds them in Washtenaw County where he was working in manufacturing 

or trade.  He had land in Webster Twp in 1839. In 1841 he owned Lot 10 Block 20 in Scio 

twp, in the town of Dexter.  In 1843 he owned 50 acres in Sec. 25, Dexter twp. In 1838 they 

had another child, George S. Reeves.  Then a son, Charles, born in 1839 or 1840.  After that, 

Mary, William, Albert, and Ellen were born in the Dexter area.  Sayre worked a sawmill 

there.  Then he moved his family to Oakville and built a home on one lot, and operated a 

hotel on another lot. While living in Oakville their last child, Julia Irene Reeves, was born. 

Between 1860 and 1870, he moved the family to Milan twp and entered the sawmill 

business there.  He was helped by his son William and a man from Scotland named Edward 

Couper.  Sayre and Betsey died between 1870 and 1880.   

Reeves  

 

Sayre 

While in Azalia, Sayre Reeves had a sawmill.  If it was water powered, it must have 

depended on Macon Creek, a tributary of the River Raisin.  Perhaps at that time Macon 

Creek was more powerful than it is today. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Murder 

intro 

Murder introduction.  Reeves was frustrated with having his home in Dexter constantly 

flooded with river water.  This caused severe illness to him and his family due to the 

standing, stagnating water and the water-borne illnesses it carried.  River water in those days 

was a sewage disposal system.  Having his family exposed to river water meant dysentery, 

Asiatic cholera, and/or malaria.  Reeves blamed the Peninsula Mills, a 3 1/2 story building 

about a mile upstream, that employed 6 people.  This mill produced up to 200 barrels of 

flour per day. The partnership also ran a general store that accepted produce in lieu of goods 

and services.   

Two weeks before the fateful night, Reeves and his wife’s brother, Jonas Young, along with 

another relative, James Jacobus, and two friends, set out to destroy the dam.  They secretly 

trenched around the dam, hoping the spring rain would undermine the dam and wash it out.  

However, that didn’t work.  See “Sayre Reeves Lawsuit.” Source: Murder at theDexter 

Peninsula Mills Dam” by Danielle Roth, masters theses and doctoral dissertations, Eastern 

Mich. Univ., 2006. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Murder 

Millerd 

Sayre Reeves, while living in Dexter, was at war with Jesse Millerd and his flour mill, 

known as Peninsula Mills. Millerd was a Dexter merchant. He oversaw trading ventures with 

markets in the east, loaned money to local borrowers, managed a store, bought real estate, 

and owned the mill.  Previously, Samuel Dexter had run the mills to promote the local 

farmers. Millerd ran the mills for his own profit, to ful fill demand out east. Millerd moved 

to Dexter in the fall of 1835. He was seen as an outsider, as Dexter was heavily intermarried. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Murder 

itself 

Murder itself.  Before the spring rains, Reeves and his accomplices tried to loosen the dam 

by digging around it, so that when the spring water came, the dam would come loose and be 

swept down stream.  However, this didn’t work.  So late the night of May 1, 1845, Reeves 

and his group returned to the river to dismantle the dam once and for all.  Nearby, 20 Dexter 

residents stood ready on all sides to protect the Peninsula gristmill.  It was essential to their 

rural economy.  Around midnight on Friday, May 2, 1845, the Dexter citizens rushed 

forward to stop Reeves and his group.  Reeves had resolved to fire upon anyone who tried to 

stop them.  So he fired into the crowd, and hit Deforest Phelps, who was only 23.  A doctor 

was called, but Deforest died right there.  The young man had lived with his parents, Isaiah 

and Clara Phelps on a farm west of Dexter.  Four miles east of his farm, Jesse Millerd and 

his son George Millerd had built a mill dam across the Huron River to power the Peninsula 

Mills. The mill dam caused the river to overflow onto Sayre Reeves’ home site each spring.  

When Deforest died, Reeves understood he was in trouble.  Reeves ran into the darkness, 

dropping his gun in the mill race.  The Dexter citizens followed him, and made a citizens 

arrest of him before morning.  All three men helping Reeves were arrested, too.    
Reeves  

Sayre 

Lawsuit 

Sayre Reeves of Dexter brought a lawsuit in late 1843 against the Peninsula Mills and its 

owners, Jesse and George Millerd.  He had endured 3 years of flooding to his home, 

probably causing malaria, dysentery, or cholera to himself and his family.  He sued them for 

trespass, demanding $1,000.  He alleged that the dam interfered with the natural flow of the 

river, causing it to flood on Reeve’s house.  He won the lawsuit because the jury felt sorry 

for a guy whose house was flooded every year by a mill dam.  The jury didn’t realize that 

Reeves didn’t own the property where his house was built.  The jury didn’t realize Reeves 

had seen it flood every year for 4 years before placing his house there.  The jury leaned 

towards Reeves sincehe was a squatter on waste land.  He had made improvements on the 

land, which made up for his lack of ownership. The jury handed down a decision Dec. 24, 



1844, a year after Reeves had filed the complaint.  The jury found the Millerds guilty of 

trespass, damages at $250.  Judge Alphaeus Felch oversaw the case.  Note: common law 

allows a property owner to tear down another person’s dam if it harms you or your property.  

The Millerd family appealed the judgment, and in the meantime refused to pay Reeves his 

damages.  This made Reeves furious. So furious, he set out at midnight with a gun…  see 

“Sayre Reeves murder.” 

Reeves  

Sayre 

Lawsuit 

Appeal 

After Sayre Reeves won his case in the county circuit court, the Peninsula Mills filed an 

appeal.  The Mich. Supreme Court reversed the decision in late 1847. The court said Reeves 

did not own the land so he had no right to demolish the dam.  Judge Wing stated he was 

deciding based on law, not custom.  So, Reeves gave up.  By 1850, he moved to London 

Township where he managed a hotel until at least 1860.  Sometime before 1870, Reeves 

opened a saw mill [in Azalia, apparently] Source: Masters thesis. 

Reeves  

Sayre After 

the Arrest 

Sayre Reeves was arrested early in the morning of May 2, 1845, shortly after Reeves had 

shot and killed Deforest Phelps in Dexter.  It was a citizens arrest.  Reeves and several men 

who were friends or relatives, were taken to a Justice of the Peace.  Reeves was charged with 

trespass, destruction of property, and murder.  Then they spent several weeks in jail.  

Ultimately they were never charged with anything.  Reeves’ right to demolish the dam had 

been valiated previously by a Washtenaw County jury.  So it seemed inconsistent to charge 

him with property damage or even murder in his effort to remove the offending dam.  This is 

true even though the murder victim, Deforest Phelps, came from a prominent family in 

Dexter society.  Deforest’s father was one of the first settlers in Dexter.  Source: Doctoral 

thesis Danielle Roth, Eastern Michigan University, Year 2006, “Murder at the Dexter 

Michigan Peninsula Mills Dam.” Thanks also to Peggy Patrick Brown. 

Reeves  

Sayre 

economic 

Sayre Reeves was trying to physically dismantle the gristmill dam because he was caught in 

the middle of an economic transformation.  Farmers used to produce for subsistence.  With 

the help of the gristmill, famers could produce a commodity for sale to far away markets 

such as New England.   The legal system was caught up in the transformation, and shot 

Deforest Phelps partly out of frustration being trapped in the larger economic and legal 

transformation occurring in SE Michigan. Dam breaking was occurring in various places 

around the country, including construction of the Erie Canal, because nearby owners did not 

want flood waters or standing waters to introduce disease and destruction to their homes.  

Source: Theses by Danielle Roth, EMU, 2006 
Reeves  

Sayre 

In 1908, Sayre Reeves was serving on the Milan Village Council, according to a 1908 Ann 

Arbor Directory.  Note: that would be Sayre W. Reeves, son of William and Elizabeth. 

Reeves 

Sayre 

On Jan. 11, 1870, nine trustees from the Azalia Methodist Church purchased a lot from 

Horace and Hannah Bisbee. The lot ran 160 feet west from the center of the road, and was 

100 feet wide.  The trustees were Shubel Lewis, Charles M. Baker, Lathan Bunce, Osborn 

Case, Justus Allen, Sayre Reeves, Ruben Allen, Samuel Warner, and Nelson Baird.  Source: 

“A Century of Methodism at Azalia” by Rev. Ronald Brunger, 1956. 

Reeves  

Sayre W. 

Sayre W. Reeves had a daughter, Adaline R. Adams, who died April 9, 2009 in Marshall, 

Mi.  Adaline was b Aug. 12, 1918 in Carleton, daughter of Mae Allen and Sayre W. Reeves 

of Milan.  Graduated from Milan public schools and Mich. State Normal College. Married 

Ralph W. Adams II of Ypsilanti. Raised 6 children in Ypsi.  One of her sons is named Sayre 

W. Adams of Livonia.  Source: Obit in Ann Arbor News, Peggy Patrick Brown. 

Reeves 

Sayre 

Atlas of Monroe County, 1876, Milan Township directory, lists a business in Azalia (known 

as East Milan at that time): “Star Bending Co., Manufrs of Bent Carriage and Lumber 

Wagon Felloes, Bows, Poles, Shafts, Cutter Stuff, and all kinds of Bent Stock. Also, Dealers 

in Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes, Ready-made Clothing, Hats, Caps, Groceries, Crockery, 

Hardware, Books &c, East Milan village.” 

Reeves 

 Sayre W. 

Sayre W. Reeves, 1879-1966, Azalia Cemetery. He is next to May Ellen Reeve, 1885-1957. 

 

SAYRE REEVES TIMELINE 
1807 Sayre Reeves b. Nov. 19, 1807 

1821 John S. Reeves, 59, farmer, b. NY, parents b. NY, according to 1880 census in Milan twp. Wife 

Lucta, 55, b. NY, her parents both b. NY. Daughter Lyda, 18, b. MI. {Born about 1821]  Note: 

probably not related to Sayre. 

1821 b. 1821.  Andrew J. Reeves of Ash twp died Sept. 24, 1900. He moved to Monroe county in 1849. 



He was born in Sussex county, NJ April 8, 1821. His parents, Moses and Sarah (Young) Reeves, 

came to Monroe County in 1846; the father, Moses, died March 1, 1859. Andrew J. was married 

in Seneca county, NY March 29, 1843. His wife Lydia A. was b Oct. 29, 1820. 

1824 Judge Samuel Dexter founded Dexter in 1824 on land grant.  He built a mill on “Mill Creek” 

along with a post office and drug store.  In 1826, he was appointed the first chief justice of the 

Washtenaw County Court. 

1827 In 1827, Permina Phelps, daughter of Isaiah Phelps, was living in NY. She was married there to 

Sidney S. Derby, a native of Vermont who had just been to Washtenaw county.  After marriage 

the two of them settled near Dexter on a farm of 80 acres. 

1827 Salmon (Solomon) H. Matthews arrived in Webster twp on May 19, 1827. He came from 

Conway, Mass. He located his home north of Joy Road and east of Webster Church Road.  He 

was later involved in building the Peninsular Mill. 

1828 In 1828, Isaiah Phelps and his family arrived in Dexter, Michigan. They probably came from 

Vermont.  One of their children was Elmira, who married Thomas G. Sill. In 1832.     

1830 Betsy Youngs and Sayre Reeves were married in Barrington, NY on Jan. 13, 1830 

1830 Sidney S. Derby grew up in Covington, N. Y. He moved to Washtenaw county as earlv as 1827, 

but shortly after returned to New York, where he was married the same year to Permina Phelps, 

daughter of Isaiah Phelps.  After marriage he returned to Michigan and settled near Dexter on a 

farm of 80 acres, where he became prosperous. 

1831 James Reeves born April 27, 1831 in NY, son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves 
1832 Thomas Sill married Almira Phelps Oct. 24, 1832 in Washtenaw County, according to marriage 

records.  Probably married in or near Dexter.  Source: Ron Morey 

1833 In April 1833, Webster Township held its first township meeting, having just been created. 

1834 The first PO was established in Webster Twp. in 1834, close to the Webster Church.  Source: 

“1833-1933” 

1834 Moses P. Reeves b Jan. 26, 1834 in NJ. He came to Mich. as a child. Not related to Sayre? 

1834 Amy Jane Reeves was the daughter of Sayre Reeves and Betsy Young Reeves.  The family bible 

says she was born in 1834 in Michigan.  Azalia Cemetery says she was b. 6-28-1834. She was 

probably born back east, because her family didn’t come to Michigan until 1836. 
1834 Phillip Reeves comes to Dexter, Michigan.  Phillip Reeves, brother of Sayer Reeves, bought land 

from the government in 1825. Phillip moved to Dexter Mich. in 1834. By the time Sayer joined 

Phillip, Phillip owned over 500 acres in and around Dexter.  Phillip was Deacon of the 

Congregational Webster Church and involved in county politics.   

1835 George Reeves was b. Oct. 8, 1835 in Mich. d. Nov. 23, 1913. Father: Sayre Reeves, b. NY. 

Mother: Betsy Young, b. NY. Buried in London cemetery. Source: York death records. Note: he 

was probably born in NY since Sayre didn’t go to Michigan until 1836. 

1836 In 1836, Peninsula Mills built by Solomon H. Mathews, Edwin Bond, and Jesse Millard. 

Gristmill. On NE side of Huron River near present day Dexter Party Store.  “While in 1824 

Samuel Dexter had only been able to dam up a creek, by 1836 there was enough man-power to 

create a more powerful dam right on the Huron River.”  Source: Grace Shackman.  (Edwin Bond 

died in 1837, and Solomon Matthews in 1839.  So Jesse was joined by his son Charles.) 

1836 Death of Mrs. Phillip (Mary) Reeves.  She and Phillip had both joined Webster Church on July 4, 

1835.  Mary died August 8, 1836.  They had a son, James W., who died at age 3 (date unknown)   

1836 Sayer Reeves and his family came to Michigan in 1836 from Cayuga County, NY. They followed 

Sayer’s brother to Dexter. Source: Masters thesis. 

1836 Sayre Reeves bought land from Judge Samuel Dexter for $150 on credit, on Oct. 25, 1836.  The 

land was inside the village of Dexter on lot 8, in block 8 between 2 and 3 street. Reeves built and 

operated a tavern there. Two years later he had to repay his debt.  The older brother had come 

to Michigan during a boom time, but Sayer came in time for the depression of 1837.   

1836 Charles T. Sill was b. Nov. 1836 according to 1900 census.   

1837 Charles T. Sill. b in Dexter Nov. 29, 1837 according to his sister’s account in the Washt History 

book. He went into the hardware business. His wife:  Mary Reeves, daughter of Sayre and Betsy 

Reeves.  He settled in Milan in a home next door to Mary’s brother, William C. Reeves. He and 

Mary had a son and 2 daughters. Charles died Dec.10, 1903. 

1838 By 1838, the Millerds had not only a gristmill but also added a saw mill and a woolen mill, 

sharing power with the Peninsula Mills.  “The Shropshire sheep grown in Webster Twp were 

major suppliers for the wool mill. A dye house was also part of the operation.”  Source: Grace 

Shackman, her book Webster: A time, a place, a people. 2007. 



1838 In 1838, Jesse Millard and Son built a woolen mill by the Peninsula Mill. 

1838 On Oct. 6, 1838, Judge Samuel Dexter foreclosed on Sayer Reeves’ Dexter property, selling his 

modest farm and tavern at a public auction.   

1836-

38 

Sayre Reeves and his wife Betsy Young Reeves came to Michigan between 1836 and 1838, 

according to an essay by a family genealogist in the 1960’s.  The couple came to Mich with 4 

small children: James, Sarah Ann, Amy Jane, and another girl whose name is not known.   

1838 In 1838 Sayre and Betsy had another child, George S. Reeves 

1838 Edward Reeves born, the son of Phillip Reeves.  Edward was born in Dexter and stayed in the 

Dexter area. 

1838 On Oct. 6, 1838, Judge Samuel Dexter foreclosed, selling Sayer’s farm and tavern at public 

auction.  After he lost his tavern and farm, Sayre probably moved in with his brother Phillip and 

family on his 240-acre farm in Webster twp. 

1839 Sayre had land in Webster Twp in 1839, according to his kids. 

1839 Charles, son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves, was b in 1839 or 1840. After that, Mary, William, 

Albert, and Ellen were born in the Dexter area.   

1839 Phillip Reeves’ second wife died. Eliza Kenny died Jan. 1839 and buried in Webster cemetery. 

She left behind their son, Edward. 

1839 on Jan. 1, 1840, Sayre moved into the unoccupied woodland next to Phillip’s farm. Sayre built a 

modest home and moved onto this acreage owned by Judge Dexter.  Reeves even paid taxes on it 

in 1840.   

1840 The 1840 census finds Sayre in Washtenaw County where he was working in manufacturing or 

trade.  Sayre worked a sawmill there.  Source: unidentified children of Reeves family.   

1840 Gabriel F. Reeves showed up on the 1840 US Census as a resident of Milan township. He might 

not be related to Sayre.  Gabriel F. Reeves b. NY 1797/1801. He married Eliza M., his first wife. 

Eliza was b. 1800 and died 1848.   
1840 The 1840 census shows Phillip H. Reeves with a woman, between the ages of 30 and 40. Two 

little boys are there.  Perhaps Phillip has remarried; perhaps Sayre is not there. 

1840 In 1840, Phillip Reeves was married to his 3rd wife, Jerusha M. Cooley. She was b Nov. 10, 1810 

in South Deerfield, Mass,and died in 1893. 

1841 In 1841 he owned Lot 10 Block 20 in Scio twp, in the town of Dexter.   

1842 December 28, 1842, William C. Reeves born in Dexter. 

1843 In 1843 Sayre owned 50 acres in Sec. 25, Dexter twp. according to history by his kids. Note: it 

was Phillip who owned land in Sec. 35. 

1843 Sayre Reeves of Dexter brought a lawsuit in 1843 against the Peninsula Mills and its owners, 

Jesse and George Millerd.  He had endured 3 years of flooding to his home, probably causing 

malaria, dysentery, or cholera to himself and his family.  He sued them for trespass.  He alleged 

that the dam interfered with the natural flow of the river, causing it to flood on Reeve’s house.   

1844 Reeves had made improvements on the land, which made up for his lack of ownership. The jury 

handed down a decision Dec. 24, 1844, a year after Reeves had filed the complaint.  The jury 

found the Millerds guilty of trespass, damages at $250.  Judge Alphaeus Felch oversaw the case.  

Note: common law allows a property owner to tear down another person’s dam if it harms you 

or your property.   

1845 Albert Reeves was b June 12, 1845 in Monroe County, son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves. Albert 

died March 18, 1914, age 70. He married Safrona Fink in 1863. They had two children, Miles 

and Ervin. Ervin died as a baby. Miles died in February 1913. Albert’s wife died in 1876.  On 

April 3, 1877 he married Louise Bruckner. She survives. 

1845 Two weeks before the fateful night, Reeves and his wife’s brother, Jonas Young, along with 

another relative, James Jacobus, and two friends, set out to destroy the dam.  They secretly 

trenched around the dam, hoping the spring rain would undermine the dam and wash it out.  

However, that didn’t work.   So, the 4 men set out again to dismantle the dam directly, hoping to 

carry out their work at night and avoid confrontation. 

1845 Sayre Reeves was arrested early in the morning of May 2, 1845, shortly after Reeves had shot 

and killed Deforest Phelps in Dexter.  It was a citizens arrest.  Reeves and several men who were 

friends or relatives, were taken to a Justice of the Peace.  Reeves was charged with trespass, 

destruction of property, and murder.  Then they spent several weeks in jail.  Ultimately they were 

never charged with anything.  Reeves’ right to demolish the dam had been validated previously 

by a Washtenaw County jury.  So it seemed inconsistent to charge him with property damage or 

even murder in his effort to remove the offending dam.  This is true even though the murder 



victim, Deforest Phelps, came from a prominent family in Dexter society.  Deforest’s father was 

one of the first settlers in Dexter.  Source: Doctoral thesis Danielle Roth, Eastern Michigan 

University, Year 2006, “Murder at the Dexter Michigan Peninsula Mills Dam.” Thanks also to 

Peggy Patrick Brown. 

1845 Deforest Phelps, the young farmer who died, age 23, was actually Alfred D. Phelps.  His father 

was Isaiah Phelps and his mother was Clarissa Phelps.  Four Mile Lake Cemetery in Dexter is 

the final resting place for these three and others with last name Phelps. 

1845 Ann Arbor Michigan State Journal on May 7, 1845, published an article “Disorder in the 

Courts” about the yelling match that ensued during the arraignment of Sayre Reeves.  Dam-

breaking, trespass, murder. 

1845 Judge Dexter’s flour mill burned in Nov. 1845 while owned by Thomas Martin.  Thomas Peatt 

and Alva Aldrich bought the site and rebuilt the mill.   

1847 After Sayre Reeves won his case in the county circuit court, Peninsula Mills appealed.  The 

Mich. Supreme Court reversed the decision at the end of 1847. The court said Reeves did not 

own the land so he had no right to demolish the dam.  Judge Wing stated he was deciding based 

on law, not custom.  (the custom was Squatters Rights.)  So, Reeves gave up.  By 1850, he moved 

to London Township where he managed a hotel until at least 1860.  Sometime before 1870, 

Reeves opened a saw mill [in Azalia, apparently] Source: Masters thesis. 

1849 The elder Gabriel Reeves married his 2nd wife, Caroline E. Newman, on Jan. 31, 1849.  

Unknown whether Gabriel is related to Moses or Sayre Reeves. 

1850 Sayre Reeves was living in Oakville operating a hotel. 

1850 Charles Sill was about 12 and living in Dexter with his widowed mother, in the 1850 census. He 

also had a brother George and two sisters. 

1850 Sayre Reeves was 42 when the census taker arrived at his London Township home in 1850. He 

was born in NY.  His wife Betsy was also 42.  Sarah Ann was 17.  Amy J. Reeves was 14. George 

Reeves was 12.  Charles Reeves was 11.  Mary Reeves was 9.  William Reeves was 7.  Albert 

Reeves was 4.  Ellen Reeves was 3.  There was also someone living in the home, David Merrill, 

age 50. Source: Ancestry dot com, Peggy 

 Then he moved his family to Oakville and built a home on one lot, and operated a hotel on 

another lot. While living in Oakville their last child, Julia Irene Reeves, was born. 

1851 Birth of Julia Irene Reeves, daughter of Sayre and Betsy Reeves.  She later married George 

Moxson, who worked for the Reeves sawmill. 

1854 Apparently it was 1854 or 1855 when Sayre and Betsy got their pictures taken in Dundee. The 

other side of the glass box says his age was 47, same with wife. Identifies him by “S. Reeves” 

and identifies her as “Mrs. B. Reeves.” 

1856 Sayre’s older daughter Amy Jane was 22, was she dating John Moxson of Azalia around 1856?  

Did John run a sawmill? 

1860 Sayre Reeves still operating the hotel. 

1860 Phillip Reeves was 58 years old when the census taker arrived in 1860.  He was living in 

Northfield, Washtenaw County, and picked up his mail in Whitmore Lake.  He was born in NY. 

His wife, Jerusha Reeves, was 50. The younger people in the home were Russell Reeves, 18; 

Fanny Reeves, 14; and John Reeves, 10.  Note: see “Edward Reeves” who lived next door. 

1860 Charles Sill was living in Dexter Village, in Scio Township, during the census. He lived with his 

mother and some siblings.   

1860 Sayre is a farmer in London twp, according to census.  The 1860 London Twp census for 

“Reaves” family apparently includes all the children whether they live in that residence or not.  

“Sayer” is head of household, age 52, b NY, farmer.  Betsy, 53, b in Conn.  James, 28, b NY.  

Sarah Ann, 26, b in NY.  Amy Jane, 24, b NY  George, 22, b Mich. Charles, 21, b Mich. Mary, 

19, b Mich. William, 17, b Mich. Albert, 14, b Mich. Elen (Ellen?) 13 b Mich. Julia, 9, b Mich.  

Source: US census, page 394, taken June 29, 1860.  Thanks to Ron Morey. 
1862 Charles T. Sill was married in about 1862 to Mary Reeves. 

1863 James Reeves married Lavina Wade about 1863. Note: James served in Civil War. 

1863 Albert Reeves married Safronia Fink (Frink?) 

1863 It was approximately 1863 when Amy Jane Reeves  married a man from Azalia. Her husband. 

John W. Moxson.  Both are buried in Azalia cemetery.  She was about 30 when they married and 

he was about 28.   

1865 Alma Sill born, daughter of Mary Reeves, granddaughter of Sayre Reeves. 

1869 Stephen B. Frink became the first postmaster of East Milan (named from its location in Milan 



Township) on Aug. 4, 1869 

1870 In 1870, Charles T. Sill and his wife, Mary Reeves Sill, were living in Dexter Village with their 3 

kids.  Thanks to Ron Morey 

1870 By 1870, Reeves had opened a sawmill, probably in Azalia. 

1870 While in Azalia, Sayre Reeves had a sawmill.  If it was water powered, it must have depended on 

Macon Creek, a tributary of the River Raisin.  Perhaps at that time Macon Creek was more 

powerful than it is today.  Atlas calls it “Macon River.” 

1870 Between 1860 and 1870, Reeves moved the family to Milan twp and entered the sawmill business 

there.  He was helped by his son William and a man from Scotland named Edward Couper.  

Sayre and Betsey died between 1870 and 1880.   

1873 Julia Irene Reeves. married George Moxson Sept. 11, 1873. George worked for William in the 

sawmill. 

1875 Sayre’s daughter Ellen W. Reeves was married June 30, 1875 in Oakville to George W. 

Critchett. It was his second marriage.  She was born in Dexter; George was born in England.  

She was 28, so perhaps it was her second marriage. 

1876 Saphrona E., wife of A. W. Reeves, b. 11-13-1846, d. 4-26-1876.  She is buried next to Albert W. 

Reeves.  Source: Azalila cemetery 

1876 “Reeves and Hanson, Manufacturers of and Dealers in Hard and Soft Wood Lumber, Wagon 

Tongues, Shafts, Poles, & c. Planing and Matching done to order. East Milan Village.” Source: 

Advertisement or listing under “Milan” in the 1876 Monroe County Atlas published by F. W. 

Beers & Co. Note: “East Milan” was later known as Azalia, it was never a village. 
1876 Atlas of 1876 shows Azalia (then called “East Milan”) with half the town occupied by the “Star 

Bending Co.”  The largest land for a home is in the center of town, at the corner of Main and 

Couper Rd., and it says “S. Reeves” apparently including a house along Main St., a barn out 

back, and a “W. Shop” building.  The next property to the south says “J. Reeves” and shows his 

house just north of the Free Methodist Church.  Might be James and Lavina Reeves. His property 

backs up to the “Macon River.”  Mrs. Baker has a house on the other side of the Free 

Methodist Church.  The Star Bending Co. was manufacturing wood carriages and wheels.  The 

wheels had to be bent to make them round, I suppose.   
1876 The Monroe Atlas of 1876 shows E. Reeves as the owner of 30 acres just west of Azalia, and A. 

Reeves owns 53 acres west of Azalia.   

1876 The Monroe Atlas of 1876 shows W. C. Reeves owning farmland west of Azalia, and W. H. 

Hanson also owning land.  One strip of land is owned by both Reeves and Hanson together.  G. 

E. Maxson owns 40 acres almost next to Azalia in Milan twp.  The “Bending Co.” owns 30 acres 

just NE of Azalia.  Star Bending Co. also owns 160 acres in Sec. 13, north of Azalia along AA RR 

line.  J. S. Reeves has 90 acres spread across Sections 14  and 23 of Milan twp. M. Reeves has 40 

acres in Sec. 15.  E. Reerves has 40 acres in Sec. 17, Milan twp. 

1876 Phillip Reeves died Jan. 8, 1876. Source: Washtenaw Genealogical Society, Webster 

Congregational Church records.   

1877 Albert Reeves.  On April 3, 1877 he married wife #2, Louise Bruckner. 

1877 Sayre Reeves died Dec. 31, 1877 

1877 E. M. Lewis opened a store in East Milan in 1877.  He was born in Steuben county, NY in 1849. 

Came to Mich. in 1874, working on a farm. In 1874 he bought farmland in Dundee township. He 

married Amelia Critchett of London twp. in 1874.  They have an adopted daughter. In 1877 Mr. 

Lewis opened a general store in East Milan, which he continues to manage. In 1881 erected a 

charcoal kiln, and at present has 7 kilns operating.  He also has a portable sawmill. Source: 

Monroe County History, 1890, Wing, page 38. 

1878 Ann Arbor Railroad started running through Azalia, stopping at the Azalia train station.  This 

sparked quite a bit of commercial activity in and near Azalia.  A creamery was established by the 

railroad station, for example. 

1878 On July 6 [1878] Mrs. Betsy Reeves died at the home of her son-in-law, George Maxon. She was 

the relict [wife] of the late Sayer Reeves.  She and her husband were old residents of this 

neighborhood [Azalia] having migrated from New York State about 43 years ago [that would be 

1835].  They raised a family of 10 children, all of them survived their parents.  She was a 

member of M.E. Church since age 16. Burial at East Milan cemetery [Azalia].  Source: Monroe 

Commercial, Friday, July 19, 1878. 

1879 The infant son of James and Lavina Reeves of Dundee, was brought to East Milan [Azalia] for 

burial on the afternoon of Sept. 6, 1879.  Source: Monroe Commercial, Sept. 19, 1879. 



1880 James Reeves, 40, was a laborer, and b. in Ireland, says 1880 census of Milan township. His 

wife, Elizabeth, 22, also b. Ireland. They lived with daughter, Susan, 9, b. in PA, and daughter, 

Mary, 4, b. in NJ.  Probably not related to Sayre. 

1880 Census 1880.  George Reeves, 43, (apparently son of Sayre and Betsy Reeves), farmer, b. MI, 

both parents b. NY. Wife Clara, 42, b. PA. Adopted son, Clinton, age (15?) b. MI.  Also in the 

home: Collins Judson, 37, single, occupation “Teamster.”  Source: London twp census 1880.  

Note: teamster was a man who drove a large wagon full of farm produce or merchandise of some 

sort.  It took a whole team of horses to pull the wagon.  Hence, the word “Teamster.” 

1880 George Critchett and his wife, Ellen Reeves Critchett, living in  ?  he was employed in a sawmill. 

1880 Charles Sill was 42 living in Wyandotte for the 1880 census.  He was a hardware merchant.  

Wife , Mary, 39, born Mich.  Homer, 16, worked as a clerk in a store. Alma, 14, and Jessey, 12, 

the girls, were b in Mich. 

1880 In 1880, the census says William and Elizabeth Reeves were living with their son Sayre, age 1. 

William worked as a saw mill proprietor. 

1880 George “Moxon,” 33, was working in a sawmill as stated in 1880 census results. His wife Julia 

was 26.  Also in the home: Sarah Reeves, 46, born in Michigan. 
1881 In 1881, the Peninsula Mills in Dexter were doing very well, the owner at that time had to travel 

to Detroit to get enough wheat and grain for the mill. He shipped flour direct to Europe.   In 

1888 someone bought it for parts, and left it empty; then in 1910 it was torn down. 

1881 Gabriel Reeves Sr. died in Milan Twp. Dec. 4, 1881.  Was he related to Moses?  To Sayre? 

1887 On Sept. 1, 1887, the East Milan post office was renamed Azalia to correspond with its railroad 

depot. Some people say,the station was named for the daughter of a railroad executive. That is 

not true. 

1888 Around 1887 or 1888, there was supposedly a big fire in Azalia which destroyed the Reeves-

owned Star Bending Co.  Source: David Raymond of Azalia, descendant of Sayre Reeves by 

Clinton Reeves.  David is not sure and can’t recall where he heard this.     

1888 The Peninsula Mill in Dexter was purchased by another mill owner, and shut down.  The new 

owner used the mill for parts to service his other mills.  It decayed rapidly; torn down in 1910. 

1890 William C. Reeves bought 10 shares of stock in Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan, on Feb. 

14, 1890.  Stock was $100 per share.  Reeves was a “farm implement baron” according to 

Warren Hale, WBW Ap. 15, 1992. 

1892 William C. Reeves moved to Milan in about 1892, according to what his granddaughter said to a 

program meeting of the Milan Area Historical Society. 

1892 In 1892 William C. Reeves bought 6 of the 7 lots east of the home of his sister and brother in law, 

Mary Reeves Sill and Charles Sill.  He sold the first lot to their son Homer and Katherine “Kit” 

Sill. (Homer Sill owned a hardware store). William wanted a really large home so he used 2 lots.  

The next house to the east was Frank M. Miller and family, which may be the oldest home on E. 

Main St. The next home to the east was home to Milton Hack. Milton later moved to Monroe to 

be with his daughter, so Milton sold his house to Art Stevens. No, actually, Hack lost the house to 

Art Stevens in a poker game. Stevens used the place for a funeral home.  The last home was 

occupied by Milton Hack’s sister, Nina, and her husband George Dennison.   

1892 Almira Phelps Sill, sister of Deforest Phelps, died in 1892. Her obit said nothing about the 

brother who was shot in 1845. 

1894 Fred  H. Noble came to Azalia with his family in 1894.  He ran the store on Main Street. 

1900 Charles T. Sill, 63, born in Nov. 1836, was living in Village of Milan, Monroe county side, for 

the 1900 census. He was neighbors with Sally Hack, so he lived on E. Main St.  Charles’ wife 

Mary, 59, born Nov.1840, married 38 years, had 3 children, 2 of them living.  Alma Sill, age 34, 

born June 1865, was in the home.  Note: see “1892” apparently Charles and Mary were there on 

or before 1892. 

1900 Homer C. Sill, 37, born Jan. 1863, was a hardware dealer in Milan Village when 1900 census 

was taken. Catherine, 39,born July 1860,married 13 years, 2 children, and 2 children living, she 

was b in NY.  Maribel, age 11, b March 1889. Charles H., 9, born May 1891. 

1900 William C. Reeves moved into his new home on East Main Street in 1900, with his wife Elizabeth 

and his two children.  Source: WBW column.  The home still stands at 200 E. Main St. and it is a 

Queen Ann style. 

1900 Sayre Reeves (the grandson) was b. Sept. 1878. He was 21 when the census taker came around in 

1900. He was living with his parents, William and Elizabeth Reeves, and sister Edna, in a house 

in Milan Village on the Monroe county side.  Sayre was 21, single, occupation bookkeeper 



1900 Edna Reeves was b. April 1883, daughter of William and Elizabeth Reeves. She was 17 when the 

1900 census taker came around.  She lived in Village of Milan on Monroe county side with her 

parents and her brother Sayre W. 

1904 In 1904, Fred H. Noble moved his store building to the side and used it for storage, and he built 

a new brick building on the spot, with a dance hall upstairs and living quarters on the side. 

1910 George E. Moxson, husband of Julia Irene Reeves, died in 1910.  His wife died in 1913. Both 

buried in Azalia Cemetery. 

1910 Harriett Reeves, wife of Moses Reeves, died at her home east of Carleton on Aug. 24, 1910, at 

age 79. Heart illness. She was b in NY. She was married over 50 years. David Reeves of Carleton 

is the only surviving child, two other children died years ago.  Oakwood cemetery. 

1910 Mary E. Sill, 69, had 3 children, 2 of them still living, according to 1910 census. She lived on 

East Main Street in Milan Village.  Also in the home, Alma, 40, single, a bookkeeper in an 

agriculture implement store.   
1913 George Reeves was b. Oct. 8, 1835 in Mich. d. Nov. 23, 1913. Father: Sayre Reeves, b. NY. 

Mother: Betsy Young, b. NY. Buried in London cemetery. Source: York death records. 

1914 Albert Reeves committed suicide and died March 18, 1914, age 70. He married Safrona Fink in 

1863. They had two children, Miles and Ervin. Ervin died as a baby. Miles died in February 

1913. Albert’s wife died in 1876. He was a member of the East Milan Baptist Church.  On April 

3, 1877 he married Louise Bruckner. She survives. 

1920 James Reeves died on March 20, 1920 in Milan Twp. 

1921 Elizabeth Masten Reeves, wife of William C. Reeves, dies in Milan. 

1927 Lavina Reeves (wife of James Reeves) died at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Belle Olds, in 

Dundee. Funeral at Methodist church in Azalia. Source: Monroe Evening News August 6, 1927. 

1966 Sayre W. Reeves of 217 Oakwood, Ypsi, says headline.  Feb. 13, 1966.  Age 87, former Milan twp 

supervisor, died Sunday. He was b. Sept. 17, 1878 and married Mae Allen Nov. 5, 1917. 

Surviving is one daughter, Mrs. Ralph (Adeline) Adams of Ypsilanti. Burial: Azalia cemetery.  

Source: obit. 

2008 In 2008 and 2009, the dam was removed on Mill Creek on the NW side of Dexter.  This was the 

dam that once served Samuel Dexter’s mill.  The dam on the Huron River north of Dexter serving 

the Peninsula gristmill was long gone.  It had disintegrated naturally because it was made of 

wood timbers. 

 

  



 

REEVES, SEGLE 
Reeves  

Segle 

Segle J. Reeves, 22, a resident of East Milan, born in east Milan, a farmer, was married on 

Jan. 1, 1885 to Addee B. Lewis, 19, a resident of East Milan, born in Ann Arbor. Wedding 

took place in East Milan (later known as “Azalia”) with Rev. Wm. S. Lewis as minister. 

Witness: John M. Lewis and Margaret S. Lewis, residents of East Milan.  Source: Monroe 

county marriage records.  [Born around 1863] 

Reeves 

Theodore 

Theodore Reeves, 1856-1911, Azalia Cemetery. Matilda Reeves, 1857-1952. 

 

REEVES, WILLIAM 
Reeves 

William 

William C. Reeves, b. 1842, d. 1916. Co. H. 18th Mich Inf.  Source: Azalia cemetery. 

Reeves 

William 

William C. Reeves bought 10 shares of stock in Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan, on 

Feb. 14, 1890.  Stock was $100 per share.  Reeves was a “farm implement baron” according 

to Warren Hale, WBW Ap. 15, 1992. 

Reeves 

William 

William Reeves was b. Dec. 1842, and was 57 when the 1900 census taker arrived.  He had 

been married 22 years. Occupation: Dealer in agricultural implements. Owns his home free 

and clear, no mortgage. Lives in Milan Village on Monroe county side. Wife: Elizabeth. She 

was b. Aug. 1856, age 43. Elizabeth’s mother was born in Ireland.  William and Elizabeth 

lived in the home with their son Sayre and daughter Edna.  See separate listings. 

Reeves 

William C. 

Mrs. 

Elizabeth Reeves was born in Azalia August 24, 1856 and died at her home on E. Main St. 

Nov. 24, 1921, at 65.  She married William C. Reeves July 26, 1877, who died 5 years ago. 

They had 3 children, Sayre, Alma, and Edna. She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. William 

Stanger of Dundee and one son, Sayer of Milan, 4 sisters and 2 brothers, Mrs. Jeff Pilbeam 

of Britton, Abraham Masten of Milan, Mrs. Susie Hitchcock of Azalia, Frank Masten of 

Azalia, Mrs. Lew Kopka of Dundee, Mrs. Walter Williams of Milan, one granddaughter, 

Adaline Reeves, and many others. Order Eastern Star.  Burial in Azalia. 

Reeves 

William C. 

The 1896 Monroe Atlas shows a plat map of Azalia.  William Reeves owns a large chunk of 

land in the middle of town, apparently his home.  There is a strip of land on the north side, 

owned by Noble, which is on the corner of Main St. and Ostrander/Couper Rd. Star Bending 

Co. is gone. 

Reeves 

William C. 

Wm. C. Reeves & Co. paid $30 on Feb. 17, 1895 for one year of insurance on his Azalia 

General Store.  This is a two story frame shingle roof building in Azalia.  Permission for up 

to two barrels of kerosene oil and 50 pounds of gunpowder, not to be handled by artificial 

light.  [Note: artificial light would refer to candles and oil lamps.]  Source:  Home Insurance 

Co. ledger, kept by Mell Barnes, agent, in Milan 

Reeves 

William C. 

William C. Reeves died at his home on E. Main St. lst Thursday [June 1, 1916].  He suffered 

a stroke of apoplexy and died in about 20 minutes.  In his earlier life, he was interested in 

lumbering, and at one time owned the largest saw mill in Monroe county. He was a resident 

of Milan for many years. “To him perhaps should be given the credit for as much if not more 

than any one person, personal effort and assistance in the industsrial development of the 

town and community.”  He built the building now occupied by the Hasley Implement Co., 

where he was engaged in business for several years. His health failed in 1907, when he 

retired from active business affairs. He was born in Dexter December 28, 1842, and died 

June 1, 1916. He was the 7th of a family of 10 children, also the 7th to pass to the great 

beyond. He enlisted in 18th Mich Infty, Co. H, Aug. 8, 1862; was taken prisoner and paroled 

at Swan’s Pond, KY, Sept. 25, 1862; made corporal May 1, 1865 and honorably discharged 

when peace was declared. He married Elizabeth Masten July 26, 1877. They had 3 children. 

He is survived by his wife, 1 daughter, 1 son, a brother, 2 sisters and many other relatives 

and friends. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity in Dundee, then transferred to 

Milan. He was a charter member of the Milan R. A. M. Rev. W. S. Smith of the M.E. church 

officiated at funeral. He was buried at Azalia. (Note: Civil War veteran) 

Reeves 

William 

Curran 

William Curran Reeves moved into his mansion in Milan in 1900, with his wife Elizabeth 

Masten and son Sayre and daughter Edna.  In 2001, Adaline Reeves Adams gave a talk to 

the Milan Area Historical Society and explained her grandfather’s life as she had been told.  

When he returned from the Civil War, he helped his father with a stage coach stop on Custer 

Road. After he had his two children [in fact there were 3, but one died] Willliam moved to 



Azalia and started his first business, a sawmill on Milwaukee Rd. He soon tired of that and 

established Star Bending Co. near Ostrander Rd. in Azalia. Steam was used to bend wood 

for furniture, wagons, sleighs, wheels, etc. The bending factory burned down, and he went 

into his next venture, a general store on the corner of Ostrander and Dundee Roads.  He sold 

it and set up another store nearby, behind present Noble store. He moved to Milan around 

1892 and started the SAD Iron Factory on Division St. beside the AA railroad. Bill Reeves 

invented the irons used there with handles that clicked off.  Then the Sad Iron factory burned 

down. Then Bill Reeves invested in the Ideal Foundry and helped develop it.  He also 

invested in the Stimpson Hotel and helped develop it.  He owned a hardware store and two 

meat markets in town. His final venture was to build a huge wooden farm implement, livery, 

stable, and buggy storage building on Tolan St. beside the alley.  That structure was torn 

down about 1980. All the while, Bill bought and sold horses and real estate.  In 1912 he 

went south to invest in pine forests. His health failed.  He remained ill and died in 1916.  

WBW Dec. 13, 2001. 
Reeves 

William C. 

On Feb. 17, 1897 Wm. C. Reeves places zero value on a two story frame dwelling on the 

north side of First Street.  The contents of the house, all his family’s personal belongings, he 

values at $1,000.  There is an endorsement dated April 8, 1899 saying he can move his 

property to a two-story frame dwelling on the south side of Main Street in the Village of 

Milan.  Source: Home Insurance Company ledger, kept by Mell Barnes of Milan. 

Reeves 

William C. 

On April 14, 1891, William C. Reeves paid Home Insurance $7.50 for 1 year. $150 value on 

his 1 story frame shingle roof store building occupied by assured in Sec. 34, Milan twp.  He 

had $50 in store furniture and fixtures. $300 in stock of groceries and provisions. 

Reeves 

William C. 

In 1892 William C. Reeves bought 6 of the 7 lots east of the home of his sister and brother in 

law, Mary Reeves Sill and Charles Sill.  He sold the first lot to their son Homer and 

Katherine “Kit” Sill. (Homer Sill owned a hardware store). William wanted a really large 

home so he used 2 lots.  The next house to the east was Frank M. Miller and family, which 

may be the oldest home on E. Main St. The next home to the east was home to Milton Hack. 

Milton later moved to Monroe to be with his daughter, so Milton sold his house to Art 

Stevens.  Stevens used the place for a funeral home.  The last home was occupied by Milton 

Hack’s sister, Nina, and her husband George Dennison.   

Reeves 

William C. 

William C. Reeves purchased some land from Arnold Bunce in 1901.  Section 34, Town 5, 

Range 6. Source: Liber 150, page 186, Monroe Register Deeds. 

Reeves 

William C. 

Around 1887 or 1888, there was a big fire in Azalia which destroyed the Reeves-owned Star 

Bending Co.  Source: David Raymond of Azalia, descendant of Sayre Reeves by Clinton 

Reeves.  David is pretty sure of this, but not positive, and can’t recall where he heard this.     

Reeves 

William C. 

The Reeves home is featured in a Way Back When column Dec. 27, 2001. Warren Hale. 

 

REID 
Reid 

Edward 

Edward M. Reid was Secretary of the Milan Rotary Club when it was established in 1935. 

Reid  

Ed 

Word was received this week of the death of Ed Reid at Bremerton, Washington, Tuesday. 

The remains will be taken to Pine City, Minn, where the funeral will be held Monday. Death 

followed a lingering illness which affected him even before he left Milan. However, he ahd 

recovered sufficiently to hold a responsible position during the war in the ship yards. 

[Handwritten note on newspaper clipping says March 5, 1946.]  He was the son of Mrs. 

Anna Reid of Ypsilanti. Mr. Reid was associated with the E. G. Weidman Auto Co. of 

Ypsilanti, and was in Milan with that concern during 1925 and 1926.  In 1934 he purchased 

the Ford Agency from them and became established in Milan, operating until 1938 when it 

merged with the Milan Motor Sales and moved from the Main street location to Wabash 

Street [where Milan Area Fire Department is today].  Because of poor health in 1941 he left 

Milan, taking his family to Pine City, Minnesota where his wife’s parents lived. He was a 

veteran of WWI.  He was a member of Milan’s Earl Gladfelter Post of the American Legion. 
Rendell  

Job 

Job Rendell came to Milan township from Ohio with his wife and two children, Job. Jr. and 

William. He settled on a home on Cone Road that was later owned by Jerome B. Squires. 

Job owned a large amount of land on Cone Road and Welch Road.  He died June 14, 1843 in 

Wayne County, Ohio. 

Rendell  Job Rendell Jr. died June 14, 1861.  His wife Harriett was b. March 15, 1813, and she passed 



Job Jr. away June 14, 1884.  Job Jr. and Harriett had 8 or 9 children. Source: Red Book (Ancient 

and Modern History of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976). P. 204 

Rendell 

Roscoe 

Roscoe Rendell was born July 10, 1890 at 20235 Hickory St., Milan Township. His father 

was George Rendell.  His great-grandfather was Job Rendell Sr. Roscoe married Nancy 

Preston who was born June 22, 1887 in Ireland. They had 8 children: Leland, Dorothy, Ruth, 

Rose, George, Mildred, Margaret, Lucile.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History 

of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976). 

Reynolds 

Morton 

Morton E. Reynolds was b. Aug. 28, 1869 in York twp. His father Eugene A. Reynolds, a 

merchant, was b. Mich. His mother, Lizza H. Reynolds, was b. NY. Source: Washtenaw 

birth records, vol. 1, p. 121. 

Reynolds 

Eugene 

Eugene W. Reynolds, 26, occupation Dry Goods Merchant. Wife is Lizzie, 22. Probably 

lives in Milan. 1870 York Township census. 

Rheinfran Louise Rheinfrank was b. Nov. 28, 1871 in York twp. Her father was Philip Rheinfrank, a 

farmer; mother Emily, both b. Michigan. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 223. 

Rhoades 

Susan 

Susan Rhoades, 62, b. Scotland, is head of  household for 1880 Milan twp census. Also in 

her home: Jan Viel Teal, 21, farmer, b. Indiana. His wife Emma, 21, b. MI, lives in home, 

and his son Edward, 5 months old, b. in December 1879. 

 

RICE 

 
Rice Bert The two-year-old child of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Rice burned to death on Monday near Azalia. 

The funeral was held from the home of MM Rice’s parents, MM Robert Toch of this place 

on April 28. Burial in London cemetery. Source: Record Commercial, Thurs May 6, 1909. 

Rice Caleb Caleb Rice came to Michigan from Orleans, New York, sometime around 1833.  He was 

looking for farm land.  On Oct. 11, 1833 he purchased 3 sections of land in Milan twp., 80 

acres each, at $100 per section. Then Caleb returned to NY and gave the land to his son 

Josephus. 

Rice 

Charles 

Charles K. Rice, 78, of 1428 Westley Ave., Evanston, Ill, prominent retired furniture dealer 

at Chicago and former Milan township resident, died Monday afternoon. Born in 1875 in 

Milan township, he was the son of Nelson and Ellen Gauntlett Rice. He married Marian 

Masten of Azalia Oct. 28, 1897. Surviving are his wife, Marian; daughter, Mrs. Marguerite 

Crain of Kansas City, Mo.; a sister, Mrs. Carma Bunce of Elmhurst, Ill. Burial in Rice 

cemetery.  Source: Monroe Evening News. Handwritten date says Dec. 16, 1953. 

Rice  

Elias Weed 

Elias Weed Rice, son of Mrs. J. M. Sterling, was born in NewYork city April 10, 1860, and 

died Saturday in Dearborn, on Aug. 7 (1897). The remains were brought to the Sterling 

homestead.  Funeral held from St. John’s church. He was “an ardent and devoted member of 

the church of his choice.”  Source: Monroe Democrat Aug. 12, 1897. 

Rice  

Fanny 

Mrs. Fanny Rice, a resident of Milan Township and Milan until two years ago, died Tuesday 

in the home of her daughter, Mrs. Albert Bunce, in Chicago. Her body will be brought to 

Stevens and Bush funeral home Thursday. She was born in Milan twp. July 27, 1862 the 

daughter of Alexander and Ruth McMullen. In 1883 she married Nelson Rice who died Nov. 

1921. She will be interred at the Rice cemetery, named for her husband’s family. She is 

survived by her daughter, and a son, Charles Rice. 

Rice 

Florence 

Florence Rice Miller purchased 80 acres of land from her father Josephus for $3,000.  Upon 

her death, her daughter Nellie Miller Sweet inherited the farm.  In 1918, she lived on the 

farm along with George Miller, Jack Sweet, and Grover Sweet.  Source: Way Back When 

Dec. 5, 1979. 
Rice 

Florence 

George H. Miller, son of John C. and Dorothea Miller, was born in Milan township Jan. 20, 

1858 and died July 2, 1934 at age 76, 5 months, 12 days. (See “Johanne Miller.”)  In March 

1888 he married Florence B. Rice, who preceded him in death. Two children were born, the 

elder one dying in infancy. He leaves a daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Grover Sweet, and two 

grandsons, Jack and Calvin Sweet. Also leaves two sisters, Miss Lena Miller and Mrs. 

Elizabeth Olds. Funeral held at the home on July 5, 1934. 

Rice 

Florence 

In Dec. 1882, Miss Florence Rice was a high-roller on the social scene in Milan. She showed 

up at a wedding reception for A. B. Smith, carrying lovely silver tablespoons as a gift. 

Rice 

Florence 

Florence B. Rice, daughter of Mary and Josephus Rice, was born in Milan township Oct. 31, 

1858.  She died at her home in Milan township Jan. 25, 1913, age 54 years, 2 months and 24 



days. She was the youngest of 6 children, 3 dying in infancy. Her early life was spent on a 

farm about 2 miles from her present homestead.  At age 16 she entered Normal School at 

Ypsilanti and was a successful teacher in schools of Monroe county. On March 14, 1888 she 

married George H. Miler and came to her present homestead. Their eldest child died in 

infancy but the second child is Mrs. Nellie Sweet. Florence is survived by a brother, Nelson 

Rice of Milan, and one sister, Mrs. Charlotte Wretzel of York. Burial at Rice cemetery. 

Rice Harley The infant son of Harley and Ann (Carter) Rice of 725 Navarre St. died at birth in Memorial 

Hosp. Surviving are his parents; two brothers, Arthur, 5, and Dewain, 3, and grandparents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rice of Monroe and Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Carter of Middlesboro, KY. 

Source: Monroe Evening News Jan. 28, 1965. 

Rice 

Josephus 

Josephus Rice came to Michigan (supposedly by walking from New York) in 1836. He 

settled on the land his father Caleb had bought, which became known as Rice’s Corners. 

Later he deeded two acres of his land to the township for a cemetery. For additional info, see 

census info for Nelson Rice. 

Rice 

Josephus 

Josephus Rice was 35, and b. NY, when he answered the census taker in 1850 at his Milan 

township home. Mary Rice was 27, also b. NY. Charlotte Rice was 7, and Nelson O. Rice 

was 4. 

Rice 

Josephus 

Joseph Rice was 45, b. NY, when he spoke to a census taker in 1860 at his Milan township 

home. His wife Mary was 37. Charlotte was 16, Nelson was 14, and Florance was 1. 

Rice 

Josephus 

Josephus Rice, 64, was a farmer b. in NY when he spoke to a census taker in 1880. Both his 

parents were b. in Mass.  During the 1880 census, he lived in Milan Township with his wife 

Mary, age 57.  Also in the home: Florence, 21, daughter, who teaches school; George Miller, 

22, a boarder, who was working as a farm laborer; he was b. in Mich. but his parents were 

both b. in Prussia. Also living in home: Ettie Miller, 17, teaching school. Both of the Millers 

are listed as “boarding.” 

Rice 

Lucinda 

Lucinda Rice was born in Conway, Mass. Oct. 7, 1783, and died in Phelps, NY Sept. 23, 

1869. She was the daughter of Caleb and Lucy (Leland) Rice, descended from Edmund Rice 

of Sudbury, etc. (See Warner family book page 317).  She married Olilver Warner.  Oliver 

was the son of Jesse Jr. and Sarah Warriner Warner.  Oliver was born in Conway, Mass. 

Dec. 28, 1782 and died May 29, 1829 when struck by lightning. He served in the War of 

1812.  Lucinda and Oliver had (1) Louisa Warner, b. Apr. 9, 1806, d. Sept. 13, 1888, m. 

John Knapp.  (2) Morris Warner, b. Feb. 24, 1808, d. Feb. 1, 1809. (3) Daniel D. Tomkins 

Warner, b. Jan. 20, 1810; d. Mar. 24, 1889, lived and died in Hopewell, NY. (4) Myron 

Halley Warner, b. Mar. 25, 1812, lived in NY State.  (5) Oliver Lester Warner, b. July 1, 

1814.  He went to Saline area. (See separate listing “Warner”) (6) Marietta Warner, b. Nov. 

20, 1816; lived in Hopewell, NY.  (7) Warren Warner, b. June 15,1819; lived in Madison, 

Wis.  (8) Caleb R. Warner, b. Sept.14, 1821; lived in Hopewell, NY. (9) Milton Warner, b. 

Nov. 21, 1824; lived in Hopewell. 

Rice 

Lucy 

See “William Moore” 

 

Rice  

Martin 

Mrs. Martin “Lee” Rice, 67, of 3031 Dean Rd., died Sunday after a heart attack. Born Alice 

Mae Puffenberger, July 24, 1886, she was daughter of David and Caroline Puffenberger of 

Iler, Ohio. She was living in Lambertville.  Surviving are her husband, Martin “Lee” Rice; 

daughter, Mrs. Justine Carney of Lambertville, etc. Burial in Toledo Memorial Park 

Cemetery. Source: Obituary, Monroe Evening News. 
Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice was elected Assessor of the Village of Milan on March 11, 1897.  Also 1898, 

1899. 

 

Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice was named Justice of the Peace in Milan Township in 1887. 

Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice, 34, was a farmer in Milan township when he opened his door to a census taker 

in 1880.  He lived with his wife, Ellen, 33, and son, Charles J., 4.  He lived in the same 

neighborhood with Josephus Rice and Alex McMullen. 

Rice  

Nelson O. 

Nelson O. Rice died Nov. 1921, around Nov. 26. He died on Saturday. Veteran councilman 

and prominent in affairs for betterment of Milan.  Nelson Oliver Rice was born on the farm 

where the Rice cemetery is located.  Parents: Joseph and Mary Rice. He was 75 years, 7 mos 

and 20 days old when he died.  He married Ellen Gauntlett on Feb. 21, 1873.  She died Aug. 

29, 1882.  They had 2 children, Charles J. and Carma. On Dec. 24, 1885 he married second 

wife Fannie McMullen. They had one child, who died in infancy. He was assessor of village 



for five years. Many years on village council. He has one sister Charlotte Terry who survives 

him besides his wife and kids. He was buried Nov. 30 at Rice Cemetery. 

Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice, 27, married Ellen Gauntlett, 26, on Sept. 21, 1873 at Stony Creek. A. W. 

Wilson, M. E. Minister, officiated (Methodist Episcopal). Witnesses: Anna Dexter and 

Edgar Mead. Source: Washtenaw marriage records, Book 5, page 159. 

Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice was b. March 1846 and was 54 years old in 1900 when census was taken.  His 

occupation: “Lumber dealer.” He owns his home free and clear, no mortgage. Been married 

15 years.  Wife’s name, Fannie, b. July 1862, age 37, married 15 years.  She was b. in Mich. 

Her father b. Ireland, mother b. NY. She has had zero children born. Also living in the 

home: Nelson’s daughter, Carmen, b. June 1880 in Mich., age 19, teacher. Josephus, father 

of Nelson, living in home in 1900, b. Oct. 1814 in NY, age 85, widowed. Both his parents 

were b. in NY. His occupation: “Farmer retired.”     

Rice  

Nelson 

Nelson Rice was 64 when he answered the 1910 census in Milan township. Fannie Rice was 

47, b. MI, her father b. Ireland, her mother b. MI. 

Rice  

Nelson 

Sept. 16, 1895.  Seller: Nelson Rice and Fannie Rice, his wife, of Milan township. Buyer: 

Emmett F. Pyle. Price: $1,200.  Parcel is partly in both counties.  [Probably the 52 E. Main 

St. property] Contains 48 square rods of land.  Except for a strip on the west side sold to 

Mary A. Palmer. L. 137, p. 250. 

Rice 

Nelson 

Nelson Rice. $1,000 on his two story frame shingle roof hotel building and addition attached 

thereto on the south side of Main St. in Village of Milan. $500 of other insurance permitted. 

Lightening clause attached. April 24, 1891, Home Insurance. 

Rice  

Rhoda 

Mrs. Rhoda Rice died Sunday morning last. She was 80 years old. Had been a resident of 

this township 25 years. Source: Monroe Commercial, Friday, Dec. 5, 1879, under listing 

“Dundee News.” 

Rice  

Robert 

Robert Rice, 19, died [about Feb. 16, 1918] after an automobile collision.  Parents: Mr. and 

Mrs. John Rice of Azalia.  Source: newspaper clipping, Monroe Evening News. 

 

 

RICHARDS 
Richards 

Adelbert 

The citizens of this vicinity were shocked to learn of the tragic death last Friday afternoon of 

Mr. Adelbert Richards, who lived on his farm two miles north of Mooreville. He had been in 

very poor health for several months and his mind had become involved to such an extent that 

he was subject to melancholia and depression. He was in the hospital at Ann Arbor for 

treatment but his condition was not materially improved. His family and friends thought he 

might improve with rest and care so they had sold the farm and had a sale of the stock and 

tools but had not as yet removed from the farm. At times he appeared to his friends to be 

improved but was carefully kept under observation by the family. About four o’clock Friday 

afternoon it was discovered that he was not about, but as he was in the habit of going around 

the farm and visiting the near neighbors it was thought that he would soon be found. Search 

and inquiry at the neighbors however failed to locate him until about seven o’clock when 

William Richards, his brother, happened to go to the upper floor of the horse barn and was 

astonished to discover the body of Mr. Richards hanging by the neck from a beam. It was 

apparent that life had been extinct for some time. He had evidently carefully planned his 

death by standing at the edge of a kind of bin and fastening the rope around his neck, also 

had tied his hands together and then stepped off the bin, his death probably following in a 

few minutes. It was indeed a shock to his family who had hoped he might eventually 

overcome his affliction and be returned to good health. Adelbert Richards was forty-one 

years of age and had lived practically all of his life in this vicinity where he was esteemed by 

all who knew him. He leaves his wife, daughter, Hazel, and son John. The funeral was held 

at the home, Rev.  Spooner of the Baptist church officiating, interment in York cemetery. 

(Relatives in attendance listed.) Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 2, page 16, Milan Public 

Library. [How suicide was treated at that time]   See also Find A Grave Memorial # 

25744483. 
Richards 

Beulah 

Beulah Richards, she worked for Milan State Savings Bank and was photographed there in 

July 1925. 

Richards 

Bessie 

Bessie Richards died Tuesday, May 15 (1945) after a long illness caused by a fractured hip. 

She broke her hip Jan. 11. She was born in York twp Jan. 29, 1872, daughter of John and 

Laura Ann Morton Richards. Bessie was a practical nurse.  Survived by sister-in-law, 



Mrs.Allie Richards on First St., where Bessie lived; also brothers, Fred and William. Her 

brothers Albert, Frank, and Alfred already died.  Rev. Masemore of York Baptist officiated 

at funeral.  Burial York cemetery. 

Richards 

Charles 

Charles Richards, 35, resident Milan, born in Milan, occup farmer. Bride: Laura Hazen, 35, 

resident: East Milan. Born in Milan. Married Sept. 14, 1887 in Clarksville by Adam Moffat, 

Minister. Witnesses: Nelson Hazen and Tillie Hazen, both residents of East Milan. 

 

Richards 

Dalton 

Dalton Richards was appointed as Special Night Watchman for the Village of Milan March 

26, 1889. (Police officer.) Source: Page 13, Arleigh Squires, Ancient and Modern Milan. 

Richards 

Elizabeth 

Sibert 

Elizabeth Sibert was b. Oct. 14, 1802 at Nottingham, England. She married William 

Richards on Oct. 11, 1824.  She died March 11, 1875 at York Twp. and was buried at York 

cemetery.  Her father was Wiliam Sibert.  See Richards, William for more info on family. 

Richards 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Richards, daughter of William and Elizabeth Richards, was born at Hyson Green, 

near Nottingham, England, March 10, 1829.  She died Feb. 13, 1914, age 84 years, 11 

months and 3 days. She came to America with her parents and two older brothers, Thomas 

and William, in 1830 and located on a farm in Saline township, now York twp, at present 

owned by Mrs. Dr. G. E. Sanford. At 15 years of age she became a Christian. On Nov. 24, 

1850, married John W. Blakeslee, He died April 8, 1905. They had one child, Flora E., who 

lived 24 short years. Two years after the daughter’s death, or in 1883, the couple bought the 

brick dwelling at the corner of Main and Edwards. Following Mr. Blakeslee’s death, Mrs. B. 

lived there alone until Sept. 1912 when she sold the home to Dr. and Mrs. Calhoun. She 

went to live with her brother, Mr. George Richards. She was buried at York Cemetery. 

Source: obit in Genealogist’s friend. 

Richards 

Elizabeth 

John W. Blakeslee was married Nov. 24, 1850, to Elizabeth Richards, born in Nottingham, 

England, March 10, 1829, and daughter of William and Elizabeth (Sibert) Richards, of 

English descent. They emigrated to this country in 1830, where the former died Aug. 2, 

1864, and the latter March 11, 1875. They have one child by this marriage, Flora E., born 

May 6, 1837.  See “Blakeslee.” 

Richards 

Ethel 

Ethel Richards was elected Milan’s first woman council member in 1958. She was named 

mayor of the City of Milan in 1969. She was serving as mayor pro-tem in 1969 on a council 

that was otherwisie all-male. Mayor Leroy Cabbage resigned because of ill health in July, 

1969, and he later moved to Florida.  A newspaper article by Isabelle Schultz in Milan 

Leader, June 6, 1979 says: 

With 11 years of council experience behind her, “I took the mayor’s job as a matter of 

course,” she said.  Juggling a full time teaching job in business education at Milan High 

School with the pressing demands of city business left Mrs. Richards with little spare time. 

When she stepped into the mayor’s shoes, her major concern was to help Allen Rushlow, 

who had just assumed the duties as Milan’s first full-time administrative assistant. “Allen 

would come to the high school to consult with me on my off hours,” she remembered. The 

highlight of her political career was the chairmanship of a City Charter Commission .. in 

1967.  “The city has grown a lot. Whether it is due to the fact we (Milan) became a city or is 

just normal growth, I don’t know.” Mrs. Richads was the only woman on the council and 

eventually had to deal with the all-male department heads within the city administration. “I 

worked with men all my life until I started teaching again,” she said. “I just happened to like 

city work; the men didn’t bother me.” … She added: “Women have to be twice as good in a 

man’s field.” Her term as mayor ended abruptly in August, 1971 when she was stricken with 

a stroke, paralyzing her left side. “The city did not retire me,” she said. “Mayor Pro-Tem 

Millard Phillips took over until January, when Melvin Kloepper was sworn in as mayor.”  

Today she wears a leg brace and carries her right arm in a sling. Her speech is slow and 

thoughtful, the result of many hours of therapy. Using a cane to get about, she manages her 

housework, cooking and laundry chores in the neat frame home on Michigan Ave. with the 

assistance of her sister Alice, who came to “temporarily help out” seven years ago. Would 

she do it all again? “I think so. If I felt well, I would. I had a good time,” she said -- smiling.   
Richards 

Ethel 

Born Sept. 6, 1904. Died Dec. 8, 1992. Mrs. Ethel J. (Hughes) Richards, 88, the second 

mayor to serve the City of Milan, died at Saline Evangelical Home.  She was in office from 

March 1969 to late 1971. She was a member of Milan City Council 14 1/ 2 years, resigning 

after suffering a stroke in 1971. Rev. Robert Goudie of Marble Memorial Methodist Church 

will officiate at funeral, burial in Marble Park Cemetery. She was born Sept. 6, 1904 in 

Imlay City, daughter of Lot and Elizabeth (Durn) Hughes. She married John E. Richards in 



Imlay City; he died Feb. 19, 1956. She taught at Birmingham Schools from 1928 until her 

marriage, moving to Milan in 1934. From 1934-1972 she worked as a bookkeeper for 

Stevens and Bush Funeral Home. She also worked at Doc’s Chevrolet from 1940-1957 as a 

bookkeeper and taught at Milan Area Schools from 1957-1970. In 1957, the Milan 

Professional Women’s Club named her Woman of the Year. She was a member of Marble 

United Methodist Church. She was preceded in death by two brothers and two sisters. 

Source: obit on Find A Grave, 69993365. 

Richards 

Ethel 

According to Isabelle Schultz,, Ethel Richards left a scholarship at Milan High School to 

assist a student interested in studying business.  According to Millard Phillips, Ethel’s 

husband was a car mechanic and worked at Doc’s Chevrolet. 
Richards, 

Ethel 

On Aug. 16, 1934, Ethel Hughes married John E. Richards in Imlay City. The bride is the 

daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth Hughes of Imlay City. The groom, John E. Richards, is the son of 

Mrs. Allie Richards of Milan. Rev. Frank Hartley of Imlay City officiated. The couple was 

attended by Miss Hazel Richards, sister of the groom, and Donald Hughes, brother of the 

bride. She wore a white organdy gown and carried a bouquet of pink rosebuds and white 

candy tuft. After a short trip, the couple returned to Milan where they will make their home. 

Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol 5, page 115. 

Richards 

Frances 

Frances Ann Richards was born Nov. 11, 1842 in York twp. Father: William Richards. 

Mother: Elizabeth Sibert Richards. She married Andrew D. Jackson Nov. 18, 1869.  Son 

Frank was adopted. Daughter Hazel, perhaps.  Frances died April 12, 1904. She is buried at 

York cemetery. 

Richards 

George 

George F. Richards, farmer, sec. 16, York tp; PO Saline; was born in Washt. County Dec. 4, 

1844. His parents were William and Elizabeth (Sibbert) Richards, natives of  England, the 

former being a manufacturer of lace and watches.  They emigrated to this county in 1830, 

where George grew to adulthood. He married on Oct. 17, 1873, to Esther L. Kelsie. Esther 

was born in Washtenaw county July 3, 1845, daughter of James M. and Hannah (Dunning) 

Kelsie, natives of New York, who emigrated to Washtenaw county in 1834.  George and 

Esther had 3 children: Henry S., born Oct. 24, 1874; Ray D., born June 18, 1876; and Dora 

G., born Jan. 3, 1878.  Mr. Richards has held several township positions.  He owns 160 

acres, valued at $60 per acre.  Source: History of Washtenaw county 1881, page 1434. 

NOTE: George was brother of Thomas Richards. 

Richards 

George 
George B. Richards, farmer, of London twp, was b in York twp, Washtenaw county, Oct. 22, 

1853.  At age 18 he began farming for himself. Dec. 23, 1874, married Alma Drury, of 

York, who was born at East Townsend, Huron county, Ohio, Aug. 27, 1854. They moved to 

Milan, where Mr. Richards engaged in drawing goods [transporting merchandise] from 

Ypsilanti to Milan, prior to the completion of the Toledo and Ann Arbor R. R. After three 

years he purchased a farm of 106 acres in London twp. In 1881 he was elected treasurer of 

London twp, and was re-elected in 1882; also in 1885 and 1886. In 1887 was chosen as 

recorder, and attends to the business interests of the township. He has 5 children.  Source: 

History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 31.  NOTE: there were two men 

named George Richards, one in York and one in London twp. 
Richards 

George 

George F. Richards is listed as Assessor of District 2, public school, in York twp, 1898-

1899.  Mailing address “York,” probably Mooreville area.  Source: Washt. Genealogical 

society newsletter. 

Richards 

John 

John Richards, a farmer, and his wife Laura A. Richards, b. Mich, had a baby boy on July 

13, 1868.  The Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1, do not list the child’s first name. 

Richards 

John 

John Richards, a farmer, and his wife Laura A. Richards, had a baby boy July 13, 1868 at 

their York twp home. The Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1, do not indicate the first name of 

the baby. 

Richards 

John 

NOTE: John is probably the brother of Thomas and George Richards.  Thomas was born in 

England, while his younger brothers John and George were born in Michigan. 

John Richards, farmer, section 18, is a life resident of this county. (From History of 

Washtenaw County, 1881, page 1434.)  John was born Feb. 10, 1832.    His parents, William 

and Elizabeth Richards, were natives of England, and came to Michigan in 1829.  Mr. 

Richards was married in 1858, to Laura A. Morton, born in this county Oct. 27, 1834, and 

daughter of Washington and Laura Morton. Of the 7 children born to them, 6 are still living.  

Ethelanda, Alfred C., William, Frederick, Charlotte, and Delbert E. John F. is deceased.  Mr. 

Richards owns 124 acres of fertile land, and is a faithful adherent to the principles of the 

Republican party.  His PO address is Saline. 



Richards 

John 

John Richards lived in York township in 1860 on a farm neighboring Alonzo Draper.  He is 

28, according to the 1860 census, b MI. Lamma (?) A. Richards is 25. John F. (?) is one 

month old. 

Richards 

Thomas 

Thomas Richards died Thursday, July 16, 1908. He was buried in York cemetery. Richards 

Street was named for him. He carried US mail on horseback. He served as a trustee on the 

Union church. He contributed liberally to induce the Ann Arbor Railroad to build its RR 

through Milan. 

Richards 

Thomas 

Apparently, as a result of his generous contributions to bring the railroad to Milan, Thomas 

Richards was rewarded, and given the opportunity to name a railroad station in York 

township. Hence, the “Urania Station,” named after Thomas Richards’ late wife. 

Richards 

Thomas 

Thomas Richards is a farmer in section 25, PO Box Milan. (History of Washtenaw County 

1881 page 1434).  Thomas was born in England, Sept. 17, 1825.  His parents, William and 

Elizabeth (Sibbert) Richards, emigrated to this county in 1830.  Thomas was married in 

1847, to Urania Blakeslee, born in NY in 1829, and daughter of John and Urania Blakeslee.  

They have 2 children: George B., born in 1851, and Elizabeth P., born in 1855.  Thomas 

Richards was a US mail agent for 12 years.  He is a member of the IOOF and a Republican.  

He owns 63 acres of land.     

Richards 

Thomas 

Thomas Richards owned property in Sec. 35, York Township, just north of Milan, in an 

1874 atlas.  His land was sandwiched between Gay and Hack. 

Richards 

Thomas 

Thomas Richards of Milan, was born in England September 17, 1825. In 1830 his parents 

came to Michigan. Thomas remained at home until his 18th year; having learned the 

cooper's trade, he went to Grand Rapids, Mich., for employment. September, 1848, he 

married Urania Blakesley, of Madison county, N. Y. They located upon a farm in the town 

of York, where they remained until 1856, when they came to Milan. Two children were born 

to them: George B and Elizabeth P. In 1860 he began the mail and express business from 

Milan to Monroe which he continued 12 years. Mrs Richards died September 10, 1865. 

April 8, 1885, he married Elsie E. Campbell, of Milan, who was born in Erie county, Pa., 

March 20, 1857. One son was born to them, Walter T. Mr. Richards is a member of no 

church, but contributes largely to three churches in Milan. Source: History of Monroe 

county, 1890, Wing, p. 39. 

Richards 

William 
William Richards was 52, a farmer, with $2200 in property, and b. in Ireland. That was his 

report to the 1850 census taker in York twp. Elizabeth Richards, 48, b. England. William 

Richards, 23, a farmer, b. England; John Richards, 19, a farmer, b. Mich; Elizabeth 

Richards, 21, b. England; Alfred Richards, 16; Emaline Richards, 13, b. Mich; Frances 

Richards, a girl, 7, b. Mich; George F. Richards, 5, b. Mich. 
Richards 

William 

William Richards was b Aug. 6, 1798 at Austrey WarwickShire, England. He was a 

manufacturer of lace and watches, and also a farmer. He married Elizabeth Sibert at 

Nottingham, England, Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Oct. 11, 1824.  He emigrated from 

Liverpool, England on May 1, 1830, landing at NY June 10, 1830.  Settled in Saline twp. 

Oct. 1830.  He died Aug. 2, 1864 at York twp. Michigan, buried in York cemetery.  He had 

9 children.  (1) George Franklin Richards, (2) John Richards, (3) Thomas Richards, (4) 

Elizabeth Richards (Blakeslee); (5) William Richards; (6) Alfred Sibert Richards; (7) 

Francis, was only 4 days old at date of death; (8) Emeline Richards (Fuller); (9) Frances Ann 

Richards (Jackson). 

Richards 

William 

William Richards, 61, born in England, farmer, has his Post Office in Manchester, but lived 

in York Township for the census (probably 1860). He had $400 in personal property and 

$5,000 in realty. Elizabeth, 57, also in the home.  Frances A. Richards, 17, is a teacher. 

Richardson 

Charles 

Laura J. Hazen was born near Azalia on July 20, 1852.  She died April 16, 1919 at Toledo, 

Ohio, age 66 years, 8 months and 26 days.  On Sept. 14, 1887 she married Charles C. 

Richardson of Cone who died almost two years before she did.  Their daughter, Mrs. 

Blanche Ellis died Aug. 6, 1918. 

Richardson 

J. P. 

The 1876 Atlas of 1876 has a Directory for Milan Township, listing J. P. Richardson as a 

general farmer, sec. 29. 

Richardson 

Phillip 

Phillip A. Richardson died June 26, 1991 at home. He was 56. He lived in Belleville. 

Survived byh is mother, Bonnie (Richardson) Lentz, formerly of Milan. He had two 

brothers, David and Carl. He had 3 sons. 

Richardson 

Sandra 

Sandra Pogany was born Dec. 26, 1935, daughter of John and Belle Connor Pogany. She 

graduated from Milan High School in 1953. She married Carl Richardson in 1962. She and 

Carl had a daughter in 1973.  High school yearbook says this about Sandra: “She speaks her 



mind.”  She died June 4, 1984 after a battle against lung cancer.   

Richardson 

Sandra 

Sandra Richardson served as York twp supervisor after Dale Dolph, who apparently 

resigned in March 1975 due to a controversy about tax assessments.   The township meeting 

of March 25, 1975, was called to order by the York township clerk in the absence of 

Supervisor Dolph. On April 23, 1975, Sandra Richardson was sworn in as York twp. 

supervisor, appointed to fill Dolph’s term through Nov. 20, 1976.  There were 4 applicants 

present at the April 23 meeting, including Sandra, asking for appointment as supervisor.  In 

Nov. 1976 she was elected to a four year term.  She was elected again in Nov. 1980.  She 

was almost at the end of that term of office when she died of lung cancer on June 4, 1984.  

On June 12, 1984, Jim Spears was sworn in as supervisor, appointed to fill the remainder of 

her term.  Also on June 12, 1984, the York board voted to fly the flag at half mast for 30 

days out of respect for Sandra Richardson. 

Richardson 

Sandra 

Sandra Richardson was born in Dec. 26, 1935, the daughter of John and Belle Connor 

Pogeny.  She graduated Milan High School in 1953.  She married Carl Richardson.  On 

April 23, 1975, she was appointed York Township Supervisor.  She stayed in office until her 

death June 4, 1984 from lung cancer.  She was a believer in open spaces.  A park in York 

Township is named in her honor. 

Richardson 

Zora 

Mrs. Zora Belle Richardson, 67, widow of the late George Richardson, died in Detroit. 

(handwritten note says May 6, 1936.)  She was b. Aug. 19, 1869 in Chatham, Ontario. She 

married Mr. Richardson in 1888. They settled on a farm in Whittaker where they raised a 

family of 21.  She is survived by 14 children. Arthur, George, John of Romulus, Alex and 

Robert of Ypsi, Richard of Detroit, Emily of Belleville, Grace of Ann Arbor, etc. etc. 

 
Richer 

Mary 

Mary E. Richer was b. July 22, 1871 in York twp. Her father, James Richer, a farmer, was b. 

England. His mother Sarah was b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 223 

Ridley 

Charles 

Charles P. Ridley was born in Hopewell, NY on April 19, 1858. Married June 13, 1885. 

Died Jan. 20, 1919.  Source: Jacobs family Bible.  NOTE: perhaps Lula was his wife.  See 

“Tinsman.” 
Ridley 

Elmer 

Elmer G. Ridley was born in Milan, MI on Dec. 12, 1887. Died July 19, 1910?.  Source, 

Jacobs family Bible. 

Ridley 

Elmer Guy 

Elmer Guy Ridley was leading his team of horses out of a stable on July 13, 1910. He died 

next day in his mother’s arms. Born in Milan Dec. 12, 1887 and lived with his parents, 

Charles and Lulu Ridley. Funeral at ME Church, Rev. S. J. Pollock officiating. Music by 

MM A. R. Dexter and Mrs. Maud Steidle as accompanist. Marble Park Cemetery by the side 

of his only sister, who died suddenly in May 1907. Miss Grace Smith was also related to the 

deceased. Source: obit 

Ridley Lula Lula D. Ridley was born in Milan, MI on April 18, 1865.  Source: Jacobs family Bible. 

Ridley 

Mabel 

Mabel M. Ridley was born in Milan, MI on April 15, 1886. Married Sept. 20, 1906.  Died 

May 22, 1907.  Source: Jacobs family Bible. 

Ridley 

Charles 

Charles Ridley was married to Lulu Jacobs June 13, 1885. He died Jan. 20, 1919. Their 

children included Mabel and Elmer Ridley.   

Riley 

William 

Dr. Richard Haldenwanger is selling his Milan chiropractic clinic to Dr. William Riley. 

Riley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Riley, owners of the Milan Dragway. Source: Milan 

Booster Leader Feb. 14, 1979 

Risdon 

Orange 

Orange Risdon was b. Dec. 28, 1786 in Rupert, Bennington county, VT. He married Sally 

Newland in 1816 at Stillwater, NY.  She died in 1866.  He bought 160 acres in Sec. 1 of 

Saline township on Aug. 12, 1824.  He was the first postmaster of Saline, being appointed in 

1840.  Orange Risdon died Nov. 27, 1876 in Saline. 

Alex Robb 

#2 

Alex Robb #2 was born in Scotland Dec. 12, 1843 and died in Milan Sept. 13, 1931. His 

father was Alex Robb #1, born in Scotland, died in Scotland.  His son was Alex Robb #3, 

who was born in Canada, and died in Mlan, MI in 1973.. 

Robb 

Alex Sr. 

Alex Robb, Sr. died Sept. 13, 1931 at age 88.  He lived at 205 E. Main, Milan.  He was 

married to Mary Robb.  DOB 12-12-1842.  Occupation blacksmith.  Born in Scotland.  

Father: Alexander Robb (#1), born in Scotland.  Mother unknown, born in Scotland.  

Informant: Alexander W. Robb (#3) of Milan. Burial: Highland Cemetery (in Ypsilanti). 

(Note: the deceased is “Alex Robb #2.”) 

Alex Robb 1940 Census shows Alexander Rodd, age 67, born French Canadian, living at 165 Wabash 

in house he owns. Married. He is 64, she is 67. His citizenship: alien. He owns the house. 



One of his neighbors: Norman Eighme, the baker. 

Robb Alex Marriage record, Gratiot County, Mich., for Alex Robb and Idabelle Kinkerter. Married 

Nov. 9, 1908 in Ithace, Mich. His father: Alex Robb (#2). Her father: John Kinkerter. His 

mother’s maiden name: C. Wirl. Her mother’s maiden name: E. Celay. His age: 32. Her age: 

33. His occupation: blacksmith. Her occupation: artist. 

Robb Alex Judson B. Robb, son of Alex Robb #3, wrote to Warren Hale, Mlan historian, about his 

father, Alex Rob #3:: “My dad was born on Aug. 4, 1876 in Ontario, CA. His father was also 

a blacksmith who later moved to Ithaca, Mich. After marrying, he purchased the real estate 

for the blacksmith shop [in Milan] on April 21, 1910. The deed [from Mary A. Wallace to 

Alex Robb] was drawn by J. R. Marble, Justice of the Peace, and witnessed by Florence 

Marble.” Letter from Attorney Judson B. Robb, son of Alex Robb the blacksmith, letter 

written to Warren Hale. See also Liber 169 page 612 Monroe County Register of Deeds. 

Robb 

Idabelle 

1930 Census in Mlan shows Alexander Robb, born about 1876 in Canada. Lives at 205 E. 

Main. Married; age at marriage 33. Naturalized citizen. Blacksmith. Occupation: Drives 

Shop [probably gas station]. Wife: Idabelle Robb 57. In home: Richard Robb, 20; Judson 

Robb, 19. Alex’s parents were both born in Scotland. His neighbors were George Bruckner 

“Bruchner” at 323 E. Main; and George E. Bassett with Saide at 211 E. Main. 

Robb 

Idabelle 

1900 Census in Ithica, Gratiot County, shows Fred K. Kinkertor, born Feb. 1848, age 52, 

parents born in Germany; he is a farmer. His wife Mellie,53, born March 1847 in Ohio. 

Daughter Edna I. born May 1878 in Mich., age 22. Probably related to Idabelle Robb. 

Robb Alex 

1920 

census 

Alex W. Robb, 43, and wife “Isabelle” 45, living at 203 W. Main in Milan for the 1920 

census. Their children in the home: Richard A. Robb, 12, and Jackson B. Robb, 9. Also Alex 

had his mother-in-law Elizabeth “Kinkerta” age 82. Alex’s parents both born in Scotland; he 

is a blacksmith, owns his own shop. (This is Alex #3.) 

Robb, 

Idabelle 

Cemetery stone at Marble Park says:  Idabelle Robb, 1873-1943, and Alexander W. Robb, 

1876-1973. (This would be Alex W.Robb #3). 

Robb 

Idabell 

1900 federal census in Gratiot County, Ithica, shows Elizabeth Kinkerter, 62, living with 

Celia, 29; Gertrude, 25; and Chancy, he is 14. 

Robb  

Ida Belle 

died 1943 

Funeral services for Mrs. Ida Belle Robb, 69 years old, who died at her home here yesterday, 

will be held at Stevens & Bush funeral home tomorrow. Rev. I. W. Parrish will officiate. 

Burial at Marble Park.  Mrs. Robb was born in Ithaca (Mich) March 30, 1873. She married 

Alex W. Robb (#3) Nov. 9, 1908. The couple lived at Ithaca for two years before moving to 

Milan in March of 1910. Mr. Robb ran a blacksmith shop here until 1929. She was a 

member of Milan People’s (Presbyterian) church and Order of Eastern Star, and a charter 

member of the Milan Womans Club. Survivors include her husband, two sons, Richard of 

Ferndale and Judson B. of Detroit; a brother Arthur of Los Angeles; 3 sisters, Miss Celia 

Kinkerter of Los Angeles, Mrs. Zora Smith of Oxford, and Mrs. Gertrude Brown of Detroit. 

[Handwritten note on obituary says Jan. 20, 1943.] 

Robb 

Isabelle 

Isabelle Robb of 165 E. Main St. died Jan. 20, 1948.  DOB March 30, 1873. Father: John 

Kinkirter. Mother: Elizabeth Clay. Informant: A. W. Robb.  Husband: Alexander Wm. 

Robb.  Been in this community 60 years.  Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Death certificate. 

Robb 

Richard 

Richard Robb is pictured in 1925 Milan school annual, with his 10th grade class. 

Robb 

Richard 

Richard Robb, 62, of Muskegon, died July 28. His father was Alexander W. Robb, a 

longtime businessman in Milan. 

Richard was a partner in a law firm in Muskegon.  He graduated from Milan High School in 

1927. He was a Mason at the lodge in Milan. His wife survives.  Also a brother, Judson B. 

Robb of Wyandott.  Buried in Restlawn Cemetery in Muskegon. 

Robinson 

Harriet 

See Harriett Draper Wolcott, she later married Allen P. Robinson.  Mooreville. 

Robison 

Charles 

Charles H. Robison graduated from Milan High School in 1889. He became a dentist and 

remained in Milan.  Sometime around 1924, he submitted his picture to the Milan High year 

book for inclusion with all the other graduates.  He was the lone graduate in 1889. Source: 

Milan yearbook 1925. 

Robison 

Charles 

Lucile Ward was married to Charles Homer Robison upon his graduation from Michigan 

Agricultural College (later MSU).  Several years later they moved to Sitka, Alaska, where he 

was director of the Government Experimental Station. Upon returning to Michigan, Charles 

enrolled in the Univ. of Mich. School of Dentistry, graduating in 1903. He practiced in 

Milan until his death in 1928. Mr. Robison directed the choir at the Methodist Church and 



served as a trustee. Son: Homer.  Source: Arleigh Squires book, page 224, History of Milan. 

Robison 

 

Marble 

Memorial 

Methodist 

Church 

Date not given. Source: crude scrapbook page 19 

“The official board and the choir of the M. E. Church, with their husbands and wives, went 

to the home of Dr. and Mrs. Chas. Robison Monday evening and gave the former a genuine 

surprise. There were about thirty-two present. Dr. Robison had been a member of the choir 

for many years and for a long time has been chorister. It was to show their appreciation of 

his services that this affair took place. All enjoyed a pleasant time and later in the evening a 

delicious supper was served. Dr. Robison was presented with a beautiful oak rocker by the 

guests.” 

Robison 

Homer 

Homer Robison was the only child of Lucile Ward Robison and Charles H. Robison.  Homer 

was born in 1903.  Like his dad, he graduated from Milan High School and from MSU. 

Source: Arleigh Squires book, page 224, History of Milan. 

Robison 

Rachel 

On Nov. 5, 1894, Rachel H. Robison paid $12.50 for a 3 year insurance policy.  It is a one 

and a half story dwelling house, frame with shingle roof, on the corner of Tolan and First St.  

Also her barn on the same lot, and horse harnesses.  Source: Home Insurance ledger 

 

Robison 

Wesley 

In about 1893, Wesley Robison ran a display ad in the Milan Leader. “Picture frames! Come 

and C my stock of Moldings, and give me a trial order!” “River Street next to A. E. 

Putnam’s.”  “Wesley Robison.” 

Robison 

Wesley 
WesleyRobison ran an advertisement in the Milan Leader on March 16, 1894. “Notary 

Public.” Also says “Office on River Street.” 
Robison W. W. Robison insured his stock of dry goods, notions, hats and caps, groceries, provisions, and 

other articles usually found in a general store.  He is also insuring his store and post office 

furniture and fixtures including a safe, all contained in the Post Office building on the north 

side of Main Street, Milan, Mich. Policy purchased Feb. 2, 1890 from Hartford. 

Robison 

Wesley 

Wesley Robison elected president of Village of Milan, March 10, 1902. 

 

Robson 

Aubrey 

Aubrey Robson, known as “Robby,” was an Auto Distributor, and lived at 316 Ferman St., 

according to a Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Rogers 

Burt 

Burt E. Rogers was b. Oct. 27, 1869 in York twp., son of James E. Rogers, farmer, b. NY, 

and Harriett Rogers, b. MI. Source: Washteanw birth records, vol. 1, page 122. 

Rogers 

Charles 

Charles Rogers was born in Augusta twp, Jan. 12, 1842. His parents, Andrew and Christiana 

Rogers, were natives of Seneca Co., N, Y., and emigrated to Augusta tp. in the spring of 

1832, where the family purchased 160 acres on sec. 8.  Andrew first erected a rude dwelling, 

and then resolutely went to work to clear the forest surrounding his new home.  By incessant 

and laborious efforts, he finally cleared the land.  He died Jan. 25, 1868 at age 65. His wife 

died in June, 1876, aged nearly 70 years. Charles passed his early life on a farm, and was 

educated in the Union school of Ypsilanti. He was married Dec. 5, 1866, to Mary A. 

Woodard. who was born in Ontario Co., N. Y., Nov. 23, 1842.  Her parents, Richard H. and 

Amanda E. Woodard, came to Washtenaw Co. in 1864, but now reside in Grand Traverse 

Co., Mich.  Mr. Rogers is a Democrat. He has held the office of Township Clerk two terms. 

His farm, a portion of the old homestead, is situated on secs. 8 and 16, and is finely 

improved.   Source:  Charles C. Chapman, 1881, History of Washtenaw County. 

Rogers 

Clark 

Clark Rogers, farmer, sec. 5; P. O., Saline; was born in New York, in 1813, and is a son of 

Francis Rogers. Mr. Rogers came to Washtenaw county in 1834, locating in Pittsfield tp. He 

was married in New York in 1832, to Nancy Cotton, who was born in the Empire State, 

1816, and is a daughter of Robert and Phoebe (McNair) Cotton. The fruit of' this union are 

12 children, 7 of whom are living: Edgar; Mary, wife of Walter Kanouse, of York tp.; Jane, 

wife of John Cowen; Spencer; Madaline wife of Daniel Pierce; Hebern and William. The 

deceased are Ira, Clarence, and 3 infants. Mr. Rogers is one of the old and honored pioneers 

of Washtenaw county, and has done much toward improving this large and prosperous 

county. He is Republican in politics.  Source: History of Washtenaw County 1881, p. 1434. 

Rogers 

Elnor 

Elnor Rogers was b. July 12,1869 inYork twp. She was daughter of Jamnel Rogers, b. NY, 

farmer, and Elisabeth Rogers, b. New York. 

 

Rogers  

J. E. 

J. E. Rogers, farmer and stock-raiser, sec. 6, was born in New York, June 20, 1836, and is a 

son of Clark and Nancy (Carpenter) Rogers, natives of New York, who came to this county 

in 1834. J.E. Rogers was married Sept. 29, 1858, to Hattie Parsons, born in New York Aug. 

9, 1839, and is a daughter of John and Harriet J. Parsons, the former a native of 



Massachusetts, and the latter of New York. They (the Parsons) came to this county in 1826. 

Of the 4 children born to J. E. and Hattie Rogers, 3 are living:  Bert E., born Feb. 27, 1869; 

Ollie M., born July 10, 1871, and Linnie A., born March 13, 1879. Carrie was born, May 15, 

1866, and died Aug. 24, 1869. Mr. Rogers is among the more energetic and enterprising 

citizens of the county. He is a member of the Knights of Honor, and he and wife are 

members ot the M. E. Church. Mrs. Rogers' father is deceased, and her mother resides with 

them, on their farm of 160 acres. Mr. Rogers deals extensively in stock, and especially 

sheep, of which he always has from 300 to 400 head.  Source: History of Washtenaw 

County, 1881, p. 1434. 

Rogers  

Olie 

Olie L. Rogers was b. July 22, 1871 in York twp. Her father was James E. Robers, b. NY. 

Her mother was Harriet Rogers, b. Michigan. 

Romans 

Franklin D. 

Franklin D. Romans, 64, died February 8, 2005 at home. Born February 23, 1940 in War, 

West Virginia to Frank and Clara (Pauley) Romans. On September 19, 1961, he married 

Deretta "Joyce" Lay and she survives. Frank was part owner and operator of Woodley's 

Restaurant in Milan from 1961 to 1983, then worked at the Milan Ford Plant in food service 

for 16 years. Member of the Willow Run church of God. Three children; Pamela Romans, 

Jeffrey (Donna) Romans of Hamburg, and Alisa (Paul) Burton of Onsted; ten grandchildren 

and four G-grandchildren; a brother, Clarence (Shirley) Romans of Ypsilanti; two sisters, 

Nellie Gray (Jim) Woodley of Tecumseh, Ida May Mitchel of Virginia; and his mother-in-

law, Myrtle Lay. He was preceded in death by his son, Franklin Romans Jr.; brother Garrett; 

and 2 sisters, Betty Jean Woodley and Pearly May Romans. Ochalek-Stark Funeral Home. 

Marble Park Cemetery, Milan. 
Ronstin 

Daniel 

Daniel S. Ronstin, born Oct. 1852, in the 1900 York Township census. His wife Victoria 

born July 1853. Son Charles W. Daniel’s occupation: butcher. 

 

Root  

Lola 

Lola Root was b. Dec. 19, 1870 in York twp. Her father: Alvin Root, a farmer, b. MI. 

Mother: Catharine Root, b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 175. 

 

Root 

Webster 

Aurelia A. Wilcox, wife of Webster D. Root, born Jan. 9, 1829 and died May 1, 1869.  

Grave headstone at Mooreville Cemetery Row 14.  Note: Aurelia was daughter of Lot and 

Nancy Wilcox. 

Rose 

Charles 

Charles Rose. Son of J. and S. Rose. Died Aug. 7, 1851, son of J. and S. Rose. County Line 

cemetery, gravestone transcriptions 

 

Rose Elijah Elijah Rose, born 1810, died 1901. County Line Cemetery grave stone transcriptions. 

Rose 

Elnora 

Elnora Rose, born 1867, died 1892. County Line Cemetery, grave stone transcriptions. 

Rose Henry Henry Rose, age 24, son of John and Matilda, died July 26, 1839. County Line grave stone 

transcriptions. 

 

Rose Jane Jane Rose b April 4, 1863 in York twp. At age 10, two of her brothers enlisted in the Civil 

War. At age 14 her mother died, and Jane became responsible for her father’s house. She 

married Milo Haight June 25, 1871, the son of a neighboring farmer. They had two 

daughters. In 1889 she united with the ME Church. She lived close to home until Sept. 1905, 

when she moved to Pierre, SD. She lived there until a year ago when she moved to Salem 

[perhaps a town near South Lyon, MI?].  the family lived there on Elm Street and then 

Laurel Ave. Then she was stricken with paralysis. On Friday, March 15 she died. Funeral at 

Highland Church; burial at Odd Fellows Cemetery. 

Rose John John Rose died April 17, 1872 age 83 years 8 months. County Line cemetery, gravestone 

transcriptions. 

Rose John John Rose Jr. age 70, died June 5, 1856. County Line cemetery, gravestone transcriptions. 

 

Rose 

Matilda 

Matilda Rose, daughter of John and Matilda Rose. 5 years old. Died March 13, 1838. 

County Line cemetery, gravestone transcriptions. 

Rose 

Morgan A. 

Morgan A. Rose, son of J. and S. Rose, died March 17, 1856, age 5 years, 10 months. 

County Line cemetery, gravestone transcriptions 

Rose Sarah Sarah Rose 33 years 10 months and? Days. Wife of John Rose Jr. Sarah died June 4, 1857. 

Source: County Line Cemetery gravestone transcriptions. 

Rose Sarah Sarah E. Rose 45 years, wife of Elijah.  She died June 24, 1867. County Line Cemetery 



gravestone transcriptions. 

Ross  

Fay 

Fay E. Ross was born in Onsted, MI on Sept. 20, 1887, in Onsted, Mich., the son of Dr. 

Gerry W. and Marietta Ross. He married Iva L. Kane on Oct. 8, 1910 in Onsted.  He came to 

Milan in 1911 and helped organize the Milan State Savings Bank that same year. He was a 

founder of the American Foundry in Milan, in 1920.  Ross was also an organizer of the 

Milan State Savings Bank, which started business Feb. 2, 1911. He served as cashier and 

manager of the bank until 1922.  He served as secretary-treasurer, general manager, and 

president of American Foundry Co. and American Boiler and Foundry Co. He was 

instrumental in increasing the payrolls of the foundries to $1 million a year and in 1935 

inaugurated year around employment policies in them until they were sold in 1948. He 

retired from the foundry in 1948. Mr. Ross was interested in harness racing [horses] and 

owned several well-known trotters, pacers, and one international champion. He was a 

member of Marble Memorial United Methodist Church, a life member of the Milan Masonic 

Lodge, and of the Order of the Eastern Star, and the American Legion Post. He was a past 

president of the Milan Rotary Club. He lived at 63 W. Lewis Ave. in Milan. He died Aug. 

23, 1970 at St. Joe Hospital in Ann Arbor. Survived by his wife; a son, Hubert K. Ross; a 

daughter, Mrs. Harry (Corinne) Dicken; and four grandchildren. Funeral held at Stevens and 

Bush Funeral Home in Milan, Rev. Charles W. Cookingham officiating. Burial at Marble 

Park Cemetery. Source: Newspaper clippings. Genealogist Friend, Vol. 10, page 106. 
Ross Fay Fay E. Ross was interested in harness racing and owned several well known trotters, pacers 

and one international champion. He was a member of Marble Methodist Church, a life 

member of Milan Masonic Lodge, and Order of the Eastern Star, and Milan American 

Legion Post. He was a past president of Milan Rotary Club. 

Ross Fay Fay E. Ross was survived by his wife, Eva; a son, Hubert K. Ross; daughter, Mrs. Harry 

(Corinne) Dicken; and four grandchildren. He was preceded in death by a grandson and two 

sisters. Source: Genealogist Friend, volume 10, page 106. 

Ross Fay Fay Ross owned an Ann Arbor subdivision on which 300 homes have been built (by the 

time of his death). He was instrumental in getting the Homestead Building Corp. to build 

175 homes in Milan’s Riverside Subdivision. See Find a Grave 132318946. 

Ross  

Fay 

Following World War II, Fay Ross loaned money to PK&A Foundry for the purpose of 

buying Coke, Limestone, and other necessary items.  The foundry had to pay it all back.  

Loans from Ross may have helped them build a new facility across the street from their 

original location.  Source:  Tony K. 

Ross  

Fay 

Fay E. Ross was in the “Furnace Manufacturing” business, and lived at 409 North St., 

according to a Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Ross G. G. K. Ross was injured yesterday morning at the Register factory. Just after he began work a 

heavy piece of casting fell on his left leg, breaking it just above the ankle. He was taken to 

his home on Wabash street and is resting easy this morning. Source: Crude scrapbook page 

8. Note: this refers to the Detroit Register Co. which started out as Stimpson Scales factory, 

and later became Ideal Furnace Co, now Bimac. 

Ross Iva Iva L. Ross, 89, died June 25, 1980 at St. Joe Hospital. She was born March 16, 1891 in 

Onsted, daughter of John and Cora Kane. She married Fay E. Ross Oct. 8, 1910 in Onsted, at 

which time they moved to Milan. She was a life member of Marble Methodist Church and a 

member of its choir. She was a member of the Rebeca Church Circle. She organized the 

Milan Music study group in1927 and was a charter member and the first president. She was 

president of the Milan Woman’s Club from 1924to 1925 and a life member of Order of 

Eastern Star. She loved flowers and grew roses. Survivors: son Hubert Kane Ross; daughter 

Mrs. Harry (Corinne) Dicken; four grandchildren, Anita Ross, Brian Dicken, Ross Dicken 

and Marietta Drevitch. Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist friend Vol. 10 P. 104. 

Rouch 

Edward 

In 1850, Edward Rouch appears on the Milan twp census. He was 59, b NY, laborer. Wife 

Betsy, 50, b VT. George, 15, Savard, 13 male, Norris, 9, and Mary J., 7, all b NY. 

 

ROUSE 
Rouse E E E. E. Rouse received an American Light Champion bicycle for G. L. Parsons last Saturday. 

It’s a 54-inch wheel and a beauty. Source: Ann Arbor Argus June 8, 1888, column about 

Saline local events. From AA District Library internet. 

Rouse  

J. C. 

J. C. Rouse and his wife both had their portraits made at “Waterman” photo studio in 

Ypsilanti.  The portrait of Mr. Rouse has a note on the back, “J. C. Rouse, Milan’s oldest 



man, Return to W. B. Redman, Milan, Mich.”  The picture of Mr. Rouse apparently was run 

in the Milan newspaper.  Date unknown. [Probably Jefferson C. Rouse and wife Caroline.] 

Rouse  

J.C. 

J. C. Rouse was b. in 1818 in Steuben county, NY to Henry and Beda (West) Rouse.   In 

1830 he and his family left NY and went to Pittsfield township, Michigan, where they stayed 

until 1854. J. C. Rouse was married in 1843 to Caroline Heirlburt or Hurlburt. The wedding 

took place at a Baptist church. Her parents were early settlers in Lodi township.   Source: 

page 1291 of History of Washtenaw County, Chapman. 

Rouse  

J. C. 

J. C. Rouse was a farmer, age 52, b. NY when the 1870 census came to his home in 

Pittsfield twp. His address was P.O. Ypsilanti. His wife, Caroline H. Rouse, 44, b. NY. Also 

Lucy Rouse, 20, b. Mich; Martha Rouse, 18; Preston Rouse, 11; Rausan B. Rouse (a boy), 

all b. Mich.  William Smith was living there, age 37, a farm laborer, b. England, along with 

Rose Cadee, 18, b. Germany, a domestic servant. 

Rouse J. C. Mrs. J. C. Rouse gave a tea party Friday evening in honor of her daughter, Miss Cora King. 

Source: Milan Leader July 5, 1895 

Jouse 

Jefferson C. 

Date: Nov. 28, 1887. Seller: Marble, Hannah by administrator. Buyer: Jefferson C. Rouse. 

On April 9, probate judge ordered this public sale. Jefferson Rouse is a resident of Lodi, 

Washtenaw County. Price: $1,350.  Location of property: start on the southerly line of the 

old Monroe and Saline Plank Road so called, at a point sixty six feet westerly from land of 

Messic, and running thence southerly at right angles to said highway 5.43 chains to land of 

Blackmer, thence easterly along the line of said Blackmer to land of said Mesic, thence 

northerly along the west line of Mesic to the south line of said highway, thence westerly 

along the southerly line of said highway sixty six feet to the point of beginning. Liber 115, p. 

599, Monroe Register of Deeds. 

Rouse 

Jefferson 

Jefferson C. Rouse was 62, a farmer, b. NY, when the census taker stopped by his Pittsfield 

twp. home in 1880.  His wife Caroline was 54, b. NY.  Also in the home: Preston H. Rouse, 

21, a farmer, b. Mich. Rausom (Ransom?) B. Rouse, 18. William Brown, 21, a hired hand, 

lived in the home, b. Mich. Also Maria Lamb, 36, a servant, b. Canada. 

Rouse 

Jefferson 

Jefferson Rouse died Feb. 29, 1904 at age 85, 5 months, and 21 days. He was born in NY 

and was a retired farmer. His father was Harry Rouse, mother Bedig West, both born in NY. 

Source: death certificate.  Note: he was born about 1817. 

Rouse 

Jefferson 

In 1875, Jefferson Rouse attended a meeting of the Pioneer Society and exhibited some 

Indian relicts, including arrow heads, pipes, etc.  Page 481, History of Washt County, 1881. 

Rouse 

Jefferson 

Jefferson Rouse owned property along East Main in Milan near the Messic property, 

sometime prior to 1956.  That is the date of a deed, Liber 535, page 472, where the Marble 

Church deeded several parcels of land to the Village of Milan.  One of the parcels was 

bounded on one side by land sold to Jefferson Rouse.  Source: Monroe register deeds.     
Rouse 

Jefferson 

Jefferson C. Rouse was the son of Henry and Beda (West) Rouse, according to at least one 

source.  Milo M. Rouse was also the son of Henry and Beda West Rouse.  Therefore 

Jefferson and Milo must have been brothers, although they were born far apart; J.C. in 1818, 

and Milo in 1836.  That is 18 years apart.  Source: Martha with pencil. 

Rouse 

Jefferson 

Jefferson C. Rouse had his Will recorded May 19, 1904 in Monroe Register Deeds, Liber 

154 page 25. The will says he was a resident of Milan (either Village or Township).  He 

appointed Comstock F. Hill of Ann Arbor as his executor.  Will says: To my wife, Belvia 

Rouse, I give $2,000 to fulfill my antenuptial contract. I also give her the “Wallace House” 

in Village of Milan, and household goods.  To my son Preston H. Rouse, I give certain 

farmland in Pittsfield and Lodi townships.  To my son Ransom B. Rouse, I give farmland in 

Pittsfield township. I give my daughter Lucy A. Waterman $1,000.  I give my daughter 

Mattie Brotherton $1,000.  To my son Everett C. Rouse, I have already provided for him. I 

sign this Will June 14, 1902.  NOTE: this is abridged version of the Will.   

Rouse  

J. C. 

On Nov. 27, 1894, J. C. Rouse insured a dwelling on the east side of Wabash Street. A two 

story frame shingle roof, plus a gasoline permit.  Cost: $15 for 3 years.  Source: Home 

Insurance Co. ledger kept by Mell Barnes of Milan. 

Rouse  

J. C. 

J. C. Rouse is buried at Oakwood Cemetery in Saline, according to Find A Grave.  George 

Moser manages the “memorial” on FAG, and includes a photo of the gravestone which says 

1818-1904.  Moser says the full name is Jefferson Clinton Rouse. There were two wives. 

The first wife was Caroline 1826-1886. They had a son named Ransom 1861-1946. 

Rouse  

Milo 

Milo Rouse, 44, b. Mich, was living in Saline twp. when he answered the 1880 census. Julia 

Rouse, 41, b. Mich, was probably his wife.  Arthur Rouse, 17. Grovnor Rouse, 3, was b. 

Mich.  The family had a servant, Lucy Donaldson, 25, b. Wisconsin. 



Rouse  

Milo 

Milo M. Rouse hanged himself and died June 5, 1904.  Justice Doyle was called.  There was 

no inquest called for.  Rouse had lost his wife some months before.  His age at death was 68 

years, 2 days. He was born June 3, 1836. He was a farmer. His parents were Henry Rouse 

and Beda West.  Source: death certificate.  [Note: He was a brother of Jefferson C. Rouse.] 

Rouse  

T. 

T. Rouse owned property on County St. according to a Monroe County atlas of 1896. He 

was about halfway between Marvin and Wilcox streets on the south side. 

Rowe 

Ernest 

Ernest Rowe, father of Orville Rowe, had a farm in the Britton and Ridgeway area, west of 

Dundee. His wife was Victoria Bogard Rowe. The father of Ernest was Abraham Reau. 

Ernie’s mother was Agnes Cousino. Ernie went by the name “Roscoe.”  Apparently 

someone in the family decided to Anglicize the name “Reau” and change it to “Rowe” 

which is pronounced the same. Source: Ernie’s relative, Urvin Reau of Britton, personal 

conversation. 
Rowe 

Orville J. 

Orville J. Rowe, 86, died Jan. 5, 2003 at Arbor Hospice.  He was born Nov. 12, 1916 in 

Toledo, OH toErnest and Victoria (Burgard) Rowe. On Feb. 8, 1936, he married Velma 

Herrick in Deerfield. She died Dec. 31, 1981.  Orville owned and operated Rowe Chevrolet 

Buick in Milan from 1952 to 2002. He was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church in Milan, Knights of Columus, and the Moose. Survivors: two sisters, Velma R. 

Nagy of Toledo, Frances Manore of Riga, MI; seven nieces and nephews, and special friends 

Sherrill Hendrickson and Anne Paddock both of Milan. Besideshis wife, an infant son and a 

sister Gladys Dusseau preceded him in death.  Burial Marble Park Cemetery. 

Rowe 

Orville J. 

Dear Ms. Churchill: 

I enjoyed your article about Orville Rowe that appeared in a recent Milan Leader.  My late 

father, John Merrill Stauter, served a couple of stints as parts manager at Doc's/Rowe 

Chevrolet back in the 1950s/1960s. 

Here's a story that my dad liked to tell: 

Apparently a new salesman was on duty one day, and this old rumpled farmer walked in and 

began looking at the cars in the showroom.  The salesman studiously ignored the backwoods 

rustic.  Orville happened to be in the office, and he looked up and immediately came 

bounding out to greet the customer. "Hello, Bill," he said, "What can we do for you today?"  

With that the hayseed said I'll take this one and that one.  Whereupon he reached into his 

overalls, pulled out a giant wad of cash, and peeled off enough for both vehicles on the spot.  

No negotiating, just cash on the barrel-head.  Turns out the "hayseed" was Bill Jorgensen, 

who owned the prosperous farm just north of town, making his annual new car purchase! 

Keep up the good work. 

Mark Stauter 

Rolla (Mo.)   

Rowe 

Velma 

Velma Rowe, 65, of E. Lewis St., died Dec. 31 (1981) at St. Joseph Hospital, Ann Arbor.  

Born Sept. 26, 1916, in Jasper, she was the daughter of Harry and Tilly (Eisenhauer) 

Herrick. She married Orville J. Rowe Feb. 8, 1936, in Deerfield. She and her husband owned 

Rowe Chevrolet-Buick in Milan since 1952, where she was head bookkeeper. She is 

survived by her husband; a sister, Mrs. Gerald (Glenda) Hannum of Harrison, two nieces and 

two nephews. She was preceded in death by a son and two brothers. Services at Immaculate 

Conception Church, burial Marble Park Cemetery. Source; Genealogist Friend vol. 16, page 

121, Milan Public Library. 

Roy 

Reuben 

Reuben D. Roy, born in Vermont; died in York Oct. 9, 1870, aged 84.  Source: History 

Washtenaw County, 1881, page 590. 

 

ROYAL 
Royal 

Clayton Jr. 

Clayton E. Royal, Jr., 24, died instantly at Willow Run Airport when he stepped into a 

spinning propeller. [Handwritten note says “Aug. 10, 1944.”] He served in the Army during 

WWII as a pilot. He was living at 1402 Sudbury Court, Willow Village, with his wife, the 

former Addie B. Newton. Clayton E. Royal, Jr. was born Sept. 13, 1924, the son of Clayton 

and Jennie Hall Royal. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 7, page 92, at Milan Public Library. 

Royal 

David 

David Royal spent time in prison. He was drinking with his two buddies, and he or they 

killed a nurse in Ann Arbor.  All three of them went to prison.  When he got out of prison, 

David worked at the Rawsonville Ford plant.  Note: family states he was with other people 

who killed the nurse, David did not kill the nurse. 

Royal The groom was Harrison D. Royal, 28, a resident of London, born in Michigan, working as a 



Harrison farmer, was the son of David Royal and Mary A. Harrison. On Nov. 11, 1891 he married 

Susan Allen, 18, a resident of London (twp), born in Michigan, daughter of Charles W. 

Allen and Florence Holmes. Wedding took place in London by Holloway Sawyer, a 

minister. Witnesses were George Bruckner and Nina Smith. 

Royal 

Harrison 

Harrison C. Royal, 56, was killed by a train on April 21, 1908.  Somehow he and was run 

over by a train, suffering a fractured skull, both feet cut off, etc. His body was taken to the 

home of his father in law, Charles Allen, SE of Milan.  Royal was employed as a car repairer 

and oiler for the Wabash Railroad.  He had moved to Detroit in about 1907, and before that 

he lived on a farm southeast of Milan.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of 

Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976), page 262. 
Royal 

Harrison 

Harrison C. Royal, 56, of Oakwood, employed as a car repairer and oiler for the Wabash 

railroad, was found lying beside the Wabash tracks Monday night, with both feet cut off, one 

arm badly mangled and his skull fractured. [1908] He died while being conveyed to the city 

in a box car. It is evident Royal was run over by a train. He moved to Detroit about one year 

ago. For many years he lived on his farm SE of Milan. A nephew, John Royal, resides in this 

place [Milan]. The casket with the body of Harrison Royal was taken to the home of his 

father-in-law, Charles Allen, SE of Milan. Source: Milan Leader 

Royal 

James 

James and Lucy Royal lived on Wabash.  Her first husband, William Royal, died, and she 

married his brother, Jimmy. No children by Jimmy. Jim had been married before and had 

children of his own. 

Royal John 1912 Ann Arbor directory says John W. Royal, wife Lillie, had a meat store on E. Main in 

Milan with his partner J. H. McMullen. 

Royal Lucy Lucy L. Royal, 88, of 218 S. Davenport St., Saline, died Feb. 18, 1979. Source: Genealogist 

Friend vol. 16 page 119. 

Royal 

Milton 

Milton Royal worked for the village of Milan.  He was the superintendent of DPW (Dept. of 

Public Works). 

Royal 

Milton 

Milton Royal had his picture taken with some other high school boys.  See number[ #1660]. 

Royal 

Necia 

Necia Royal was the wife of Raymond Royal.  Necia had a drive-in where she sold hot dogs, 

hamburgers, shakes, pop.  Noted for her frozen custard.  Her business was in the 40’s and 

early 50’s.  Near the intersection of Lewis and Dexter, on the east side.  There is a 

Laundromat on that spot today.  Necia had two children, Linda and Denny. Necia was very 

active with Eastern Star and the Methodist church, doing their funerals and dinners.  She and 

Ray lived on Redman Road.   Source:  Acree. 

Royal 

Necia 

“I lived next door to Royal’s drive-in. I grew up in the big gray house sandwiched between 

Ivan’s Standard gas station and Necia’s. It was a treat to get a root beer. Necia’s father, Mr. 

Treblecox had a massive garden where he grew vegetables. I think the tomatoes were used 

on the burgers. Super nice people!” signed Marion D. on Facebook  (Marion Dupuis) 

Royal 

Phoebe 

Phoebe Royal, 1866-1924. Husband: Walter. Source: County Line cemetery, London 

township. 

Royal 

Raymond 

Family reunions were held at the old fire barn in the upstairs because Raymond Royal 

always had stories to tell about his fire fighting activities and other matters.  He drove a 

hearse for the funeral home.  He picked up bodies.  (Probably at Stevens Funeral Home.)  

Then he worked for Nie Funeral Home on Carpenter Road.  He was good friends with Nie. 

His occupation: Ford Motor co. Before that, he had a gas station at the crooked tree location, 

it was a Mobil Station.  He bought it when he got out of the service in WW II, or perhaps 

worked at the station.   

Royal 

Raymond 

Raymond Walter Royal joined the Milan VFW post on June 6, 1950. He wrote on the 

membership card that he was born Sept. 30, 1918 in Milan. His wife was Necia Royal. He 

served in the 65th Div in the European theater during WW II in the Army. He ended his 

service as private first class. 
Royal 

Raymond 

W. 

Raymod Royal, 83, died Jan. 22, 2002 at the Heartland Health Care Center. He was born 

Sept. 30, 1918 in Milan, son of William and Lucy (Hall) Royal. On Dec. 27, 1941, he 

married Necia Trebilcox, and she died Nov. 29, 1999. Ray was a 1937 grad of Ypsi High 

School, and served in US Army in Europe during WW II. He owned and operated Ray’s 

Friendly Mobil Service [Crooked Tree] in Milan from 1945 to 1954, and then worked for 

Ford Motor Co. in Ypsilanti.  He retired May 1, 1983 after 31 years of service. He was a life 

member of Masonic Lodge #326, was a volunteer firefighter, and member of Marble 



Methodist Church. He is survived by two children, Denny (Carolyn) Royal, and Linda 

(Tom) Smith both of Milan; three sisters, Alberta Larson of Saline and Mildred Townsley of 

Jackson, and Melvyne Bowles of Las Vegas. Preceded by three brothers and one sister. 

Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend Vo. 16 p. 119. 

Royal Ray Ray and Necia Royal were my parents. They were not divorced and had two children. 

Raymond Denny and myself, Linda Smith. Source: Facebook 
Royal 

Robert 

Robert Royal Feb. 12, 1844 to July 22, 1902. County Line Cemetery, London twp. 

Royal 

Robert 

Robert Royal, 36, farmer, was b. England, both his parents were b. England. Census of 

London twp. 1880.  Wife Sarah, 32, b. Canada, both her parents b. Canada. 

Royal 

Robert 

Robert Royal was born in England, Feb. 12, 1844. Came with his parents to America in 

1851. Feb. 13, 1864, enlisted in Co. D, 1st Mich. Cav., as private; joined the regiment at 

Camp Stoneman, Maryland. Discharged by Order of President, Aug. 1865, as private, but 

during the last year of service received saddler's pay, and had charge of men most of the 

time. Nov. 19, 1871, married Sarah Armstrong, of London, who was born March 16, 1848. 

Nov. 20, 1871, came to London, and began farming. Mr. Royal is a member of I. 0. 0. F., 

No. 197, Wolverine Lodge. Has been deputy sheriff four years, justice of peace, constable 

and drain commissioner.  Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, Wing, p. 32. (Civil War) 

Royal 

Sarah 

Sarah Royal March 16, 1848 to Feb. 4, 1916. County Line Cemetery, London twp. 

Royal 

Walter 

Walter Royal 1856-1919. Source: County Line cemetery, London Township. 

Royal 

Walter 

Walter Royal, 24, a farmer, was b. Canada, and both his parents were b. England. Census of 

1880, London twp.  Also in his home: his brother William, 21, a farmer, b. Canada; his 

mother Mary, 54, b. England, and Walter’s brother Harrison, a farm laborer, b. MI.  His 

sister Annie, 16, b. Canada, also lived in the home.   

Royal 

Walter 

Walter Royal died Feb. 11, 1919 aged 64 years, 9 months and 11 days. He was born April 

22, 1857 at Hamilton, Canada and came to Milan when a child. He married Phoebe 

Raymond of Eaton’s Mills, MI, on March 7, 1886. They had 7 children. One, Arlie, died in 

infancy. He is survived by his wife and 6 children: Clayton, Willie E., Jimmie, and Mrs. 

Wavie Wardle of Milan, Walter Jr. at home and Mrs. Alice Bathel of Inkster. Source: Obit. 

Royal 

William 

William Royal was married to Lucy Hall Royal.  They had eight children.  Acree says: My 

mother was the oldest, her name was Alberta Annabelle Royal Larson b. 1910.  (2) Kenneth. 

(3) Mildred.  (4) Raymond.  (5) Wiltrude (6) Malvene Raymond Gar David. Not sure of the 

order. Malvene was the youngest, b. 1929 or 1930. 

Rudduck Roy Ruddock had a shoe repair shop, or cobbler shop, on the east side of Wabash north of 

the bank and south of the shop on the corner of Wabash and Main. “It was a tiny space,” 

remembers Karl E. Ziemann of Willis, in 2020, as he was remembering this. Ziemann is in 

his late 70’s remembering back, not sure how to spell the name, but he is sure of the location 

of the shop. 

Russell 

David 

David Russell owned and operated a store in Eaton Mills, on the edge of Augusta Township. 

He operated it for 26 years.  Source: Dorothy Smith, his grand-daughter. 

Russell 

Frank 

Frank A. Russell, 86, of Milan, died Aug. 26, 2004 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann 

Arbor. Rev. Kristine Sigal will officiate at the funeral at Ochalek-Stark Funeral Home. 

Burial will be at Marble Park cemetery under the auspices of Washtenaw County Veterans 

Honor Guard. Born April 20, 1918 in Pierre, SD, he was the son of Harley and Bertha 

(Frahm) Russell. He married Dorothy Gerdom June 22, 1940, in Taylor. She died April 28, 

1992. He married Helen Evans June 2, 1993, in Milan. He grew up and farmed in the Milan 

area and retired from Ford Motor Co Dearborn engineering plant. Mr. Russel served in the 

Army during WW II and was stationed in Japan. He was a member of London United 

Methodist Church; the Moose; Dundee Senior Citizens, and Milan Senior Citizens, where he 

played in the Fun Band. He was a life member of the Belleville Post, Veterans of Foreign 

Wars. Surviving are his wife; three sons, Frank E. (Carole) of Milan and Ray A. (Janice) and 

Harley E. (Ellen), both of Dundee; a daughter, Lois J. (Kenneth) Tressler of Jeddo; a 

stepson, Robert Noworyta of Dundee; a step daughter, Shirley (Sidney) Rathbone of Florida. 

He was preceded in death by a daughter, Ruth Ann Russell, and a stepson, Roger Noworyta. 

Source:Book 16, page 124, Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library.   

Russell 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Russell of Cone died in Texas where it was thought the climate might assist him 

with his health problems.  He was in the Navy.  He died of pleurisy.  His remains were 



brought back to Cone for burial in Rice Cemetery. Grave marker says: 1897-1920. 

Ryan, Jeff Jeff Ryan, Jan. 23, 1965 to Aug. 2, 1994. That is the inscription on cremation remains on the 

south side of People’s Presbyterian Church, Milan, Mich. 

Ryan Mary 

Ann 

Mary Ann Ryan, Jan. 10, 1938 to Jan. 6, 1999. This is inscription on cremation remains on 

the south side of People’s Presbyterian Church, Milan, Mich. Find a Grave 131045878 . 

Ryan 

Maryann 

Maryann Ryan, 60, died Jan. 6, 1999 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. She was born in Milan, 

MI on Jan. 10, 1938, daughter of George and Alice (Lentz) Kartje. She was a graduate of 

Lincoln High School and was  a lifelong Milan/Whitaker area resident. She graduated from 

Sisters of Mercy School of Nursing in Detroit and retired as Assistant Director of Nursing at 

the Ypsilanti Regional Psychiatric Hospital after 25 years of service. Surviving is her 

daughter, Lisa (Charles) Pratt of Milan; her mother, Alice Kartje; two sisters, Agnes Hoaler 

and Georgia Mansury. Preceeded  in death by her father and her son, George Jeffery Ryan. 

Memorial service at Peoples Presbyterian Church, Rev. Frank Dunbar officiating. 

Arrangements by Nie funeral home. Source: Book 16, page 124, Genealogist Friend, Milan 

Public Library. 

Ryan 

Richard 

Richard Ryan, known as “Dick,” was an attorney, and lived on Tolan Street, according to a 

Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949.  (It is possible he lived elsewhere and had 

his office on Tolan Street.) 

 

 

Alphabetical Index “S” 
 
Saffell 

Alice 

Mrs. Alice Conde Saffell died last Friday noon Feb. 22 [1946] at the home of her brother-in-

law and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Saffel on Wilcox St. after an illness of many months. She 

was the daughter of Elmer and Mary Conde and was born June 30, 1888. She spent her 

lifetime in Milan and vicinity. In April 1931 she married Theodore Saffell who died June 

1938. Mrs. Saffell was an active member of Clematis Rebekah Lodge No. 99 and of the 

women’s Benefit Association. She leaves one brother, Merril E. Conde and a large number 

of friends. Funeral services were held at Stevens and Bush funeral home, Rev. William A. 

Johnson officiating. Burial at Mooreville Cemetery. Clematis Rebekah Lodge conducted 

graveside services. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 7, page 50, Milan Public Library. See 

also Find A Grave Memorial# 78217262. 

Saffell 

James 

James Alpheus Saffell and his wife, Rachel Dunn.  They are the grandparents of Margaret 

Rachel (Clark) Squires.  Margaret was the mother of Newt Squires, Jr.  Photo date 1885.  

Photo studio identified as Dubbs, Extra Finish, of Weston, Ohio.  The couple lived in 

Weston, Ohio before they moved to Mooreville, Michigan.   He was born in New Garden, 

Columbiana County, Ohio.  She was born in Deshler, Ohio.  James was born Jan. 10, 1861.  

He was the son of James and Mary (McDonald) Saffell.  He married Rachel in Deshler, 

Ohio, on Sept. 13, 1883.  She was the daughter of Jacob B. and Angelina (Culp) Dunn.  

Rachel was born Nov. 14, 1864 and died June 15, 1947 in Michigan.  She is probably buried 

in Mable Park Cemetery.  See Photo #2906.  Source: Linda Squires. 

Salisbury 

Matthew 

Pioneers began settling in what is now York township in 1824. Among them were Matthew 

Salisbury.  Source: A Third Volume Devoted to Washtenaw County, Byron Alfred Finney, 

1924. 

Salmon 

Ray C. 

Funeral of Charles H. Wilson will be held at home of his daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Ray C. 

Salmon, on Wilcox Street.  He will be buried at Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: Wilson obit 

July 1927. 

Salsburg 

Clara 

Clara Salsburg was b. June 17, 1870. in York twp. Her father George Salsburg was a farmer, 

mother Pennfa? Salsburg was b. MI.  Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 176. 

Salsburg 

Lee 

Lee Salsburg was b. Oct. 6, 1869 in York twp. the son of Ranson C.? Salesburg, b. NY, and 

Margaret Salsburg, b. Canada. Washtenaw birth records vol. 1, page 120. 

Salsbury 

Ransom 

Ransom Salsbury, farmer, sec. 10, York tp., was born in Greene Co., N.Y., May 31, 1824. 

His parents were Matthew and Esther (Leslie) Salsbury, the former a native of Penn., of 

English descent, the latter a native of New York, of Irish descent. They emigrated to Washt 

County in 1829, locating at Ypsilanti. The father was a carpenter and built the greater 

portion of the first mills erected in that part of the county. He had 10 children, of whom 



Ransom was the 9th. Ransom grew up on a farm, receiving but a limited education. On Dec. 

22, 1850, he married Margaret S. Throop, who was b in Canada June 24, 1828, daughter of 

Eli and Mary (Galloway) Throop, who came to this county in 1836. Two years later they 

moved to Hillsdale county, Mich. Eli and Mary Throop were married Feb. 4, 1811. Eli was 

born Aug. 16, 1787, and died Dec. 11, 1846; Mary Throop was born June 12, 1788, and died 

Oct. 9, 1868. Ransom and Margaret Salsbury had five children, 3 still living: Franklin J., b 

Aug. 21, 1854, was married in 1878 to Mary Crane; Fred. A., b Aug. 24, 1860, and Lee R., b 

Nov. 6, 1869. Florence E was b May 8, 1852, and died Sept. 17, 1854, and Kittie was b Jan. 

12, 1857, and lived but 10 days.  Mr. Salsbury and wife have also taken 3 girls to raise, one 

of whom, Helen D., is the wife of H. S. Belden, of Ohio. The others are deceased. Mr. 

Salsbury has filled different tp. offices, and politically is a member of the Republican party. 

He owns 160 acres of farm land.  Source: History of Washtenaw county, 1881, page 1434. 

 

SAMINS 
Samins 

Charles 

Charles Samins, 33, farmer, b. Germany, answered the London twp census in 1880. His wife 

Etta, 27, also b.German. Son Gustave b. MI. Daughter Emma 2. A servant, Frank John, 60, 

worked as a farm laborer.  Mr. John was b. in Prussia.   

Sanderson 

Austin 

Austin Sanderson purchased land from the government in Webster township. SE quarter of 

the NE quarter of Sec. 8. Source: History of Washtenaw 1881. 

Sanderson 

Edith 

Edith May Sanderson, 1893-1975. She was the daughter of Eleanor Rachel Lowden (1872-

1947) and Elmer Ellsworth Sanderson (1864-1958). She married Nelson Walter Mull Nov. 

25, 1914. Nelson Mull was born Aug. 27, 1872 and died March 1971. Edith inherited the 

family farm in Augusta Township that was first owned by Zimri Sanderson; this farm was 

passed down in the family. Source: Robin Mull. Rob Mull has a tax service in Milan. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

According to Ancetstry dot com, Edwin Sanderson was born Nov.18, 1830. Married 1856 in 

Michigan. Spouse: Ester How or Howe. Edwin died March 17, 1917 in Wayne, Mich. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

The 1860 census in Augusta Township shows Edwin Sanderson, 30; Esther, 28; Elsy M., 4, 

a girl; and Elton, a boy, three months old. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

Draft record show that Edwin Sanderson was 31 years old on July 1, 1863, for purposes of 

the Civil War draft. Recods show he was married. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

Edwin Sanderson was born Nov. 18, 1830 according to Find A Grave. He died March 27, 

1915. Buried at Stony Creek Cemetery. His grave marker also says Esther Howe but the 

dates are hard to read on their gravestone. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

Edwin Sanderson, Section 9, Augusta Township, has two serpentine curves of two pretty 

streams at his home. He was born in Washtenaw County Nov. 18, 1831, the son of Zimri and 

Ann Hinkley Sanderson. Both his parents were natives of the Old Bay State. They came to 

Washtenaw County about 1829-1830, and settled on their property with a log cabin in the 

woods (before building their home). Zimi purchased the land from the government and 

Edwin still resides on that farm. Edwin married Miss Esther Howe, a native of NY, in Dec. 

1855. Their surviving children are Elsie, wife of George Davis; Elton L?, Elmer E. and Ella. 

Edwin’s wife was brought to Washtenaw County as an infant and has lived here all her life. 

Edwin has served as treasurer of his school district, and has greatly assisted every enterprise 

that tends to a broader educational system. He is a Republican in politics.  Source: Robin 

Mull, a descendant of this family. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

Edwin Sanderson was at 10 Newcomb in Ann Arbor according to the 1886 Ann Arbor 

directory. Elton Sanderson was at 10 Newcomb. Source: Ancestry Library. 

Sanderson 

Edwin 

Edwin Sanderson was living at 412 S. Washington Ave. in Ann Arbor according to the Ann 

Arbor city directory of 1894. He had a bed in the home of Miss Ella E. 

Sanderson 

Joseph 

Joseph Sanderson bought land from the government in Lima Township, sec. 27, SW quarter. 

Source: Washtenaw History 1881, page 805. 

Sanderson 

Lyman 

Lyman Sanderson was in Co A, 4th calvary, according to page 411 of History of Washtenaw 

County 1881. He died of disease Feb. 23, 1864 in Louisville, KY, according to p. 429. 

Sanderson 

William 

William Sanderson was born in Franklin County, Mass., July 29, 1809. His parents, William 

and Mary Sanderson, were natives of Mass. He came to Washtenaw County in 1830 and 

settled near Ypsi. In 1832 he moved to Augusta twp, purchasing 40 acres on Sec. 11.  He 

married Catherine Flowers on Dec. 17, 1835. She was b. March 7, 1817, the daughter of 

William and Lodemia Flowers.  William and Catherine had five children, two of them still 

living in 1881, as follows (not necessarily in this order).  (1) William E., who married 



Annetta Beckley. (2) George W., husband of Miriam Bennett. (3) Miriam.  (4) Charles H.  

(5) Lyman.  Miriam, Charles, and Lyman are deceased in 1881.  Lyman enlisted in Co. A, 

4th Reg. Mich. Cav., and died of small pox at Louisville, Ky, hospital Feb.23, 1864 at the 

age of 21. He had served 1 1/2 years for his country.  Source:  Charles C. Chapman, 1881, 

History of Washtenaw County. 
Sanderson 

Zimri 

See also Edwin Sanderson. Zimri and his wife Ann had the following children: Ornelia, wife 

of William Flower; Helen Maria, deceased, was the wife of James G. Flower; Edwin; 

Alfred; Esther, wife of George Reynolds. Melanthon, Amarette, and Dwight are deceased. 

Zimri was a whig in politics. He was one of the first pioneers to Augusta Township 

Sanderson 

Zimri 

Zimri Sanderson died July 11, 1866, aged 69 years, 2 months, 7 days. Buried in stony Creek 

Cemetery, Augusta Township. Source: 54167152 at Find A Grave. Photo of gravestone 

shows that his wife is listed on the same stone with dates. 

Sanderson 

Zimri 

The 1840 Census shows Zimri Sanderson in Augusta Township. There are 3 males and 3 

females in the home. Apparently Zimri’s age is 40-50, wife is 30-40. 

Sanderson 

Zimri 

Zimri Sanderson is mentioned on Ancestry dot com, connected with “Axford” family. Says 

he was born May 4, 1796 in Franklin. Married May 6, 1821. Spouse: Anna Elizabeth 

Hinkley (1800-1857). Zimri died July 11, 1876, says Ancestry listing. 

Sanderson 

Zimri 

The 1960 census inAugusta Townhsip shows Zimra Sanderson, age 63, born  in 

Massachusetts. Elizabeth Sanderson, 42, born inScotland. Melonton Sandrson, 22, born in 

Mich.  Ebenezer Sanderson, 7, born in Scotland. Another census listing, located very close 

to Zimri’s home, is Edwin Sanderson, 30, born in Michigan; Esther, 28; Elsy M. age 4, a 

girl; and Elton, age three months, a male. 

Sanderson 

Zimri 

The 1850 census in Augusta Township shows “Jemri” Sanderson, age 54, with real estate 

worth $1,500. Wife Ann Sanderson age 54. Also in home: Edwin, age 19; Esther, 17; 

Melanethon (a boy) age 12; and Alfred, 7. The handwritten original records show the boy’s 

name is “Alford.” Note: census records were handwritten in script handwriting, so it could 

be hard to tell a “J” from a”Z.” 

 

SANFORD 
Sanford  

A. W. 

MM A. W. Sanford spent Sunday night at the home of their daughter, Mrs. Geo. Delaforce 

and husband, north of town. They were Christmas guests at the home of their son Willis 

Sanford and wife.  Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911 

Sanford 

Aaron 

MM Aaron Sanford are pictured in # 3003 celebrating their golden wedding anniversary on 

Dec. 23, 1916. This photo was subject to WBW article 6-1-1988. 

Sanford 

Aaron 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Sanford reach 50 th milestone of married life. Penciled note: “1916.”  

On Saturday, Dec. 23, occurred on of the most notable social events in the celebration of the 

golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Sanford. They have lived most of their lives in this 

vicinity, Mr. Sanford remembering of driving with an ox team from Mooreville, his early 

home, to Ypsilanti with loads of shingles, when there were but three houses on the road, 

which wound through the woods. Mrs. Sanford was born in Ann Arbor, but moved with her 

parents to Mooreville in her tenth year. About 200 artistic gold and white invitations had 

been issued to fiends in this vicinity, relatives here and at many distant points. The guests 

were invited in groups, the first from 2 until 4, the second from 3 until 5, and a third group 

from 5 until 7. The guest of honor, and most remarkable at such an occasion, was the mother 

of Mrs. Sanford, Mrs. Mary A. Tuttle, who will be 89 Dec. 29. She makes her home with her 

grand daughter, Mrs. Geo. Delaforce. 

The third group was composed almost entirely of relatives and near friends, and it was 

before this group that the remarriage ceremony was to take place, Rev. W. S. Smith 

officiating. At 7 o’clock Mr. and Mrs. Sanford descended the stairs for the ceremony, 

attended by Miss Iva Lee and Mr. Thurlow Sanford, their grandson. When the bridal party 

was ready, the surprise of the evening developed, for it was found that the license he held 

was issued for Miss Iva Lee and Mr. Thurlow Sanford, who were immediately married. The 

bride wore a beautiful gown of white net and carried yellow roses, while Mrs. Sanford 

senior, carried white narcissus.  

Following the ceremony, a delicious three course luncheon was served to those present, who 

expressed their surprise and congratulations heartily. Mr. and Mrs. Thurlow Sanford are 

among Milan’s best known and most popular young people. They are making their home 

with the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Lee.  



From out of town were Mrs. Sanford’s brothers, Mr. E. G. Tuttle and family, of Sayre, Penn; 

Mr. C. R. Tuttle and family of Detroit; Mr. A. A. Tuttle and wife; and Mrs. Lizzie Cayton of 

Pontiac; and cousins, Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Clark of St. Johns; Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Barr and Mr. 

and Mrs. Will Barr of Saline; and a nephew, Mr. Everett Russell and wife, of Saline. Source: 

Crude scrapbook page 3. 

Sanford 

Aaron 

Aaron W. Sanford, pioneer of Washtenaw County, died at 11:00 o’clock Thursday night at 

his home on West Main St. Mr. Sanford, who was born in York township 79 years ago, 

resided in this vicinity all his life. In December, 1866 he married Miss Emma Tuttle. Besides 

the widow, Mr. Sanford is survived by 3 children, Willis of Milan, Otis of Crystal, Mich. 

and Mrs. Mary Delaforce of Ypsilanti; a brother, Aaron Sanford of Grand Ledge; two 

sisters, Mrs. Eva Ridgedale and Mrs. Edith Olds, both of Calif.; 19 grand children and 7 

great-grandchldren. Mr. Sanford was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of 

Wolverine Lodge No. 197, and Ann Arbor Encampment I. O. O. F. He was a member of the 

Milan lodge for 51 years.  Because the local Methodist Episcopal Church was being 

redecorated, funeral services were held in the Baptist church Sunday afternoon, Rev. C. L. 

Adams, pastor of Mlan M. E. Church, officiating. Burial in Mooreville cemetery under 

auspices of the Odd Fellows.  Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 5, page 13. Find a grave 

60723879.  See photo [#3003]. 

Sanford 

Luther 

Luther N. Sanford was elected an assessor at the first Milan Township meeting, which was 

held sometime before 1873. 

Sanford 

Arlow G. 

Arlow G. Sanford, 81, of A2, formerly of Milan, died Feb. 24, 1981.  He was born March 

24, 1899 in Milan. Parents were Sydney W. and Florence (Monpoyne) Sanford. He married 

Pearl Malmborg in Royal Oak Aug. 10, 1926. She survives. Other survivors include a 

daughter, Mrs. Gerald (Arliss) Dennison of Ann Arbor; two sons, Thomas Sydney of Illinois 

and Clifford Lee of Ohio; etc.  Mooreville cemetery. 

Sanford 

Caroline 

Caroline A. Sanford, 78, of California, formerly of West Main Street, Milan, died Oct. 18, 

1980 in California.  She was the wife of Thurlow Sanford, who owned Thurlow’s 

Hardware in Milan for many years.  She is survived by a daughter, Carolyn Jean Smith of 

Fallbrook, California. 
Sanford 

Charles 

Charles Sanford was b. Oct. 30, 1870 in York twp. His father: George Sanford. Mother: 

Electa Sanford. Soure: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1, page 176. 

Sanford 

Claude 

Claude Sanford is pictured with his 11th grade class, Milan school annual, 1925. 

Sanford 

Claud 

The marriage of Miss Phoebe Walthers, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Walthers, to Claude 

Sanford, son of Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Sanford, was solemnized last Saturday evening, June 15 

[1929] in Dundee by the Rev. W. H. Terrill. There were attended by Miss Goldie Walthers, 

sister of the bride, and Harrison Sanford, brother of the groom. The bride wore a pretty 

flowered georgette and carried pink roses. Miss Goldie Walthers wore pink georgette and 

her bouquette was pink roses. Mr. and Mrs.Sanford are prominent young people of 

Mooreville. After a trip to Liepsic, Ohio, the couple will make their home on Dexter Street, 

Milan. Source: original news clipping glued into a scrapbook and given to Warren Hale; 

later came to Milan Area Historical Society. 

Sanford 

Claude 

Claude E. Sanford, 89, of Milan died April 26, 1995. Services at Stony Creek United 

Methodist Church.  Burial in Mooreville Cemetery. Born Jan. 15, 1906 in Mooreville, he 

was the son of Sidney and Florence (Montonye) Sanford.  He married Phoebe G. Walter on 

June 15, 1929 in Dundee. He retired in 1969 from the Ypsi Psychiatric Hospital.  He is 

survived by a brother Harrison Sanford of Florida. He was preceded in death by 7 brothers 

and a sister. 

Sanford 

Clyde 

Clyde Sanford was the cousin of Eva Engle Clark.  Eva’s father had a sister, Elizabeth, who 

married Frank Sanford.  Clyde was one of their kids. 

Sanford 

Cynthia 

Mrs. Cynthia Sanford, one of the oldest pioneers, died on her farm in “this township” (Milan 

township?) on Wednesday morning. Her husband, Asa Sanford, died in 1896.  She was 85.  

She married Asa Sanford in 1835 in Madison county, NY. The couple came to Ohio soon 

after, then settled in “this township” where she has ever since resided. She had 9 children, 4 

having gone before her. The five living are: Aaron W., of this place; George E., of York; 

Orson R., of Wolverine, MI; Mrs. Eva A. Robinson and Mrs. Edith Cutts of California. 

Source: obit in Genealogist Friend, no date given. 

Sanford 

Ernest 

Ernest Sanford was b 1873, the son of Reuben and Ellen Bliss Sanford.  He lived in London 

twp.  He married Emma Millage on May 13, 1893.  They had 11 children, one of whom is 



Cecil K. Sanford who is my grandfather.  Source: Rachel Sanford Young. 
Sanford 

Frank 

He was a farmer in Milan township.  He married Elizabeth “Libby” Engle, Eva Engle 

Clark’s aunt.  Frank Sanford was next door to Tom Engle according to 1910 census.  Libby 

was Tom Engle’s sister.  Libby was born Feb. 1871 in Michigan. 

Frank and Libby Sanford had 3 children: Clyde, b. May 1892; Philotha, b. Feb. 1896; and 

Anna M., b. 1904. 

Sanford 

Frances 

Frances Sanford is pictured with her 4 and 5 grade friends in the 1925 Milan school annual. 

Sanford 

George 

Mrs. A. B. Sanford died at the home of her son Dr. George Sanford, Wednesday morning, 

age 85 years.  Source: Genealogist friend, no date given. 

Sanford 

George E. 

George E. Sanford, 48, born May 1851, physician, in 1900 York Township census. Wife 

Emma J., 47. Son Asa M. 22, born Oct. 77 farm laborer. Rose T.? daughter 16 bornApril 

1884. Son George 13. Daughter Lillie 11. Son Lawrence 8. 

Sanford 

George 

Willie? Sanford was born Jan. 21, 1869 in York twp, the son of George D. Sanford, a 

farmer, and E. ? Sanford. Both parents born in NY. Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 120 

Sanford 

George 

“A Memorial on the Life and Death of the Late Geo. E. Sanford M.D.”  “A Faithful Man has 

Died”  We,who have known our dear friend and brother best, know how well he met this 

condition, and when we were confronted with his sudden departure we felt truly a great man 

had gone. We would love to have had him remain with us, yet we are comforted by the fact 

that he has gone to his Heavenly Home where we may join him on the appointed day. We 

have learned to love him by his faithfulness to his God, [Flowery language about Sunday 

being his last night with us on earth. No biographical information. It is not clear from this 

newspaper article whether he was ever a resident of the Milan area.] Source: a Crude Scrap 

Book. Page 1 
Sanford, 

Inez 

Inez Sanford is pictured with 10th grade Milan School annual, 1925.  See also photo [#2830] 

where Inez Sanford is seen on the girl’s basketball team 1923-24. 

Sanford, 

Inez 

See Gauntlett, Sarah (Pool).   

Sanford 

Irene 

Irene Sanford was pictured in 11th grade, Milan school annual, 1925.  Also seen in photo 

[#2830] girl’s basketball 1923-24. 

Sanford  

Iva 

Iva M. Sanford, age 82, passed away May 19, 1977. Born June 16, 1894 in Milan, her  

parents were Oquilla and Minnie Lee.  In 1916 she was married to Thurlow E. Sanford in 

Milan.  They are divorced.  Mrs. Sanford was a member of Peoples Presbyterian Church. 

Also Eastern Star, Pithian Sisters, Milan Historical Society, MOMS of Milan and Senior 

Citizens.  Survivors include two sons, Lee Sanford of Ypsi, Roger of Wayne, and one 

daughter Mrs. Gary (Grace) Hostetler of Hillman, Mich. Marble Park. 
Sanford 

Louise 

Louise Sanford was b. Oct. 5, 1871. Her parents lived in York twp. but she was born in 

Saline, and her birth certificate was issued from York twp.  Her father was (Arstace?) 

Sanford, a farmer. Her mother, Elizabeth Sanford. Both her parents were b. in MI. Source: 

Washtenaw birth records, vol. 1 page 222. 

Sanford 

Luther N. 

1840 census of Milan Township shows Luther N. Sanford household. Two males under 5. 

One male 5-10. One male 20-30. One male 30-.40. Two females 5-10. One female 10-15. 

One female 30-40. 

Sanford 

Minnie 

Minnie R. Sanford, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George Sanford:  See “Lamkin, Minnie” 

Sanford 

Nettie 

Nettie Sanford married Michael C. Welch Nov. 2, 1882, and had 4 children. See “Welch, 

Michael” for his obituary. 

Sanford 

Reuben 

Reuben Sanford, farmer, of London twp, was born in Knox county, Ohio, Feb. 8, 1839. His 

parents were eastern people. In 1854 they came to Oakville, London twp, purchasing some 

village lots and 80 acres. Reuben enlisted in Co. H, 18th Mich. Vol. Inf., and with his 

regiment left for Covington, Ky. He was captured with others of his regiment, by Morgan, 

near Covington, on the Lexington pike. Was taken to Cincinnati by boat, then to Covington. 

Came home by special order to report affairs to Adjutant-General Robinson, at Detroit. 

Remained in Michigan until Jan., 1863, when he was ordered to his regiment at Lexington, 

Ky.; was finally discharged June, 1865. Dec. 24, 1867, married Ellen Jane Bliss, of Milan, 

who was born in 1848. They had 6 children.  Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, 

Wing, p. 32. (Civil War) 

Sanford 

Reuben 

Reuben Sanford, 41, farmer, was b. Ohio; his father b. VT, mother b. Conn.  Census of 1880 

in London twp.  Wife Ellen J., 31, b. MI.  Son, Fred F., 11, b. MI. Daughter Martha  N. 3. 



Sanford 

Reuben 

Reuben Sanford was the son of Sheldon Sanford and Phoebe Nash.  Reuben married Ellen 

Jane Bliss on Dec. 24, 1867.  They had 7 children: (1) Myrtle Sanford b 1883, d 1883; (2) 

Walter Sanford b Sept. 5, 1881, d Sept. 21, 1881; (3) Fred Sanford b Mar. 7, 1869  d Feb. 2, 

1946; (4) Ernest Sanford b 1873 d Sept. 6, 1934; (5) Susie Sanford b 1874; (6) Nora Sanford 

b 1876; (7) Reuben Sanford, died at birth, 1883.  Source: Rachel Sanford Young 
Sanford 

Reuben 

Ruben W. Sanford, who died at Willis Sept. 11, was b in Rochester, NY in 1841. Was 53 

years, 6 months, 7 days. Mr. Sanford saw service during the whole of the Rebellion in the 75 

th NY regiment. He was wounded at Cedar Creek and laid on the field two days before 

being cared for. Was a member of GAR post at Clio. Leaves and wife and three children. Six 

children preceeded him in death. Funeral held at ME church in Willis, Rev. E. M. Renner 

officiating. 

Sanford 

Reuben 

Reuben Sanford also had a few sisters. One of them was Fannie Sanford b. Jan. 9, 1827 d. 

Mar 18, 1894, she married John Hooker, lived in Milan area.  See “Hooker.”  Source: Rachel 

Sanford Young 

Sanford 

Roger 

Sharon Lee Sanford, infant dau. of Roger and Louise Sanford of Wayne, died Sunday 

morning. Surviving: brother Daniel Roger Sanford; the parents; paternal grand-parents MM 

Thurlow Sanaford of Milan, etc.  Source: Obit, no date given. 

Sanford 

Roger 

Roger Sanford, 61, of Wayne, died suddenly May 29, 1992 at University Hospital in Ann 

Arbor.  He is survived by his wife Louise. Two sons, Daniel (Beth) and Ronald (Helene) one 

daughter Kathy (Doug) Huesdash; one brother, Lee Sanford; one sister, Grace Hostettler; six 

grandchildren.  Marble Park Cemetery. 
Sanford 

Ruth 

Ruth Sanford is pictured in the 1925 school annual with her second grade friends. 

Sanford 

Sheldon 

Sheldon Sanford moved to Ohio about 1818. He was a farmer and also ran a saw mill. In the 

days of training he was Captain of a company of Militia for many years. He removed to 

Oakville, MI about 1858.  He bought land about 2 miles SW of Sparta, OH.  In 1852 he 

started selling off his land. In 1854 or 1855 he moved his family, including his son Reuben, 

from Ohio to Mich; about the same time that John and Fannie Hooker made the same 

relocation.  [Fannie Hooker was Sheldon’s daughter.] In 1860, Sheldon and Phoebe were in 

London twp, just a few miles from John and Fannie Hooker.   The grave marker at 

Raleighville Cemetery says Sheldon Sanford died in 1871, but the LDS File gives a death 

date of January 1870. His wife died 7 years later of dropsy.  Source: Thomas Lynn Hooker, 

family genealogist, Oct. 1997 
Sanford 

Sheldon 

Sheldon Sanford might be related to Samuel Harrison Sanford (b. 7 Jun 1818, d. 6 Oct 1875) 

and Elizabeth (b. 13 Feb 1824, d. 5 Mar1901) of Wyandot County. These possible relatives 

of Sheldon are buried at the Tymochtee Cemetery in Wyandot County.  Source: Thomas 

Lynn Hooker, family genealogist, October 1997. 
Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Sanford served as Milan Village President 1929-32 

Sanford 

Thurlow E. 

Thurlow E. Sanford died Dec. 9, 1977 at age 86.  He lived at 202 W. Main St.   He was born 

Nov. 24, 1891 in Milan.  His parents were Willis and Bertha Sanford.  In 1918 he married 

Iva M. Lee.  He married his second wife, Caroline Clark Davis, in May 1957 in Angola 

Indiana.  He owned Thurlow’s Hardware in Milan. He was a life and 60-year member of F 

& A M no. 323. (Masons).  He was a life member of York Chapter R A M 150, (Royal Arch 

Masons); a member of the Ann Arbor Commandry No. 15, a member of the Detroit Shrine, a 

life member of the O. E. S. No. 106 of Milan, a life member of the American Legion Post 

268 and past commander.  He was also a charter member of the Milan Rotary Club, a 

member of the Knights of Pythia, former Milan village president, former York Twp. 

supervisor, and charter member of the Tri-County Sportsman Club.  He served as chief of 

Milan Volunteer Fire Dept for 21 years, retiring in 1962 after 50 years as a volunteer 

fireman.   He served twice as president of the Village, and also served as a village 

councilman.  He was a member of the Milan Free Library Board.  He joined the (fire) 

department in 1912 when it used hand-pulled trucks.  He was a veteran of WWI (Army).  

Survivors include his wife, two sons, Lee of Ypsilanti and Roger of Wayne; one daughter, 

Mrs. Garry (Grace) Hostetler of Hillman; one stepdaughter, Mrs. Andrew (Jean) Smith of 

Fall Brook, Calif; seven grandchildren etc. Burial in Marble Park.   Source: obituary 

Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Sanford served in the Army during World War I.   

Sanford For a while, he had his hardware store in the center shop of the Minto block.  That is, he had 



Thurlow the center store of the three shops there.  Later he moved to the upstairs.  Thurlow’s first 

wife was Ivah Sanford.  Ivah Sanford probably owned the building where her husband had 

his hardware store.  When he was an older man, a couple years before he died, he lost a leg.  

Source: Jane Ann Wanty. 

Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow served as village councilman longer than any other member. He served as president 

of the village. He was a supervisor of York township for 21 years, up until Milan became a 

City. During that period he served on the Washtenaw County Board of Supervisors and also 

as its chairman. He represented the County Board of Supervisors on the County Road 

Commission for years.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of Milan by 

Arleigh Squires, 1976), page 227. 

Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Sanford, known as “Chief” (probably because he served for many years as Milan’s 

fire chief) was listed as being in the “Retail Hardware” business, and living at 252 Ferman 

St., according to a Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Sanford had a little light in his store.  Someone from the bank on Wabash Street 

could switch on the light in Sanford’s hardware store, which was on the second floor and 

had a good view of the bank.  If the light was on, that meant the bank was robbed, and 

Thurlow was supposed to shoot the robber from his window.  Source:  Joe Gallanti who 

claims he found this out by speaking to Thurlow.  Was Thurlow pulling his leg? 
Sanford 

Thurlow 

Thurlow Sanford was a lieutenant in the artillery, and the war (WWI) ended before he went 

overseas. Source: Ken Baumann, February 2017. 

Sanford 

Thurlow 

A little daughter born to Mr. and Mrs. Thurlow Sanford last Thursday was laid to rest in 

Marble Park Cemetery. Handwirtten date says Jan. 31, 1935. Genealogist Friend. 

Sanford 

Violet 

In 1907, someone sent a post card with a picture of Milan’s mill race.  The person who 

received the post card was Violet “Sandford” of R. R. 3. in Milan.  She must have been 

related to the Sanford Hardware Store because this post card was found in the personal 

property of the store, by Mel Daley.   

Sanford 

Walter 

Walter Sanford died Jan. 29, 1936 when he fell from a ladder while removing Christmas 

decorations in downtown Ann Arbor.  He was 37.  He was b. Aug. 10, 1898 in Oakville, the 

son of Ernest and Emma Millage Sanford.  He married Ruth Grimstone on June 24, 1922. 

He had a daughter, Joan Ruth. Burial in London cemetery. 

Sanford 

Walter 

An infection which followed injuries received when he fell from a ladder while removing 

Christmas lights from Main Street, Jan. 3, caused the death yesterday of Walter Sanford, 37, 

in St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospital. [Handwritten note says “Jan. 29 1936” which might be date 

of publication.] Mr. Sanford fell nearly two stories to the sidewalk in front of Kline’s 

department store. A truck and trailer caught a low hanging wire on which Sanford was 

working, and threw him from the ladder, which was against the Kline building, to the 

sidewalk below, according to the police report.  He received a compound fracture of the 

right elbow and a fractured spine. The infection resulted from the elbow injury, the attending 

physician said today. He was born Aug. 10, 1898, in Oakville, Monroe County, the son of 

Ernest and Emma Millage Sanford. He had been a resident of Ann Arbor for 15 years and 

employed by the Electric Service Company since last summer. He was married June 24, 

1922, to Ruth Grimston of Ypsilanti. He was a member of  the First Methodist Church. He is 

survived by the widow; a daughter, Joan Ruth; his mother, Mrs. Emma Sanford of Oakville; 

four brothers, Jay of Mt. Clemens; Lee, Ann Arbor; Kenneth, Oakville, and Robert of Fort 

Brady; four sisters, Mrs. Viola Preston and Miss Nellie Sanford of Detroit, Mrs. Alva 

Youngs of Chicago and Bernice Sanford of Ann Arbor. Funeral services at Muehlig chapel, 

burial in London cemetery near Milan. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 1, page 6, Milan 

Public Library. 

Sanford 

Wellington 

Wellington Sanford is pictured with his 5 and 6 grade class, Milan school annual 1925. 

Sanford 

Willie 

Willie Sanford was b. Jan. 21, 1869 in York twp, son of George D. Sanford, farmer, and E. 

Sanford, both parents b. NY.  Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1, p. 120. 

Sanford 

Willis 

Willis W. Sanford was b. Oct. 25, 1867 in York twp. Father: Aaron W. Sandford, farmer. 

Mother: Emma M. Sandford, both parents b. Mich. Source: Vol. 1, page 34, Washtenaw 

births. Note: spelling of last name is ambiguous. 

Sanford 

Willis 

Willis Sanford, 71, a former Milan resident and for many years engaged in the hardware 

business here, died last night at the home of his son, Clement Sanford, in Detroit, following 

a lingering illness. Mr. Sanford entered business here in 1906, when he established the 

Sanford Hardware Co. He operated the store until 1926 when he moved to Newberry, MI. In 



recent years he made his home with his children. He was born Oct. 25, 1867, in York 

Township, the son of the late Aaron and Emma Sanford. He married Miss Bertha Craig, who 

died in 1902, and in June, 1904 he married Martha Diemling, who survives him. He was a 

member of Milan Lodge, No. 323, F. & A. M. and the Wolverine lodge of Oddfellows. He is 

survived by two sons by his first marriage, Thurlow Sanford of Milan and Lester Sanford of 

Chandler, Ariz. A daughter, Grace, died in 1910. Other survivors include his mother, Mrs. 

Emma Sanford of Ypsilanti, and six sons and four daughters by his second marriage. They 

are: Clement, Willington, and Carl Sanford, all of Detroit; Paul of Indianapololis, Ind., 

James of Louisville, KY, and Gilbert of Newberry; Mrs. Charles Dagswell of Indianapolis, 

IN; Mrs. Jay Burns of Newberry, Mrs. Haywood Mays of Russellville, Ark., and Miss 

Barbara Sanford of Indian River; 16 grandchildren; a brother, Otis Sanford, of Jackson; and 

a sister, Mrs. Mary Delaforce of Ypsilanti.  The body was brought to Stevens and Bush 

Funeral Home here last night. Masonic funeral services will be held at the home of Thurlow 

Bodley here. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 4, page 61, at Milan Public Library.  See also 

Find A Grave Memorial# 29476605. 
Sanford 

Willis 

Word was received here last week Wednesday that Sarah Jane, three and one-half year old 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willis Sanford, died at their home at Newberry. Mr. Sanford left 

the same day for his home accompanied by his daughter, Irene, of Ypsilanti, and son, 

Clement, of Detroit. Word received later that the child was ill but a couple of days of 

pneumonia. Funeral held at Newberry. [Handwritten note: 1927 Mar.] Genealogist Friend, 

Milan Public Library. 

 

SANGREE 
Sangree 

Christian 

Christian C. Sangree, farmer, sec. 22; P. O., Saline; was born in Pennsylvania Sept. 14, 

1829, son of Jacob and Anna (Shelby) Sangree. They came to Washtenaw county in 1852. 

Mr. Sangree was married in Orange county, N. Y., Oct. 19, 1851, to Harriet Burnham, born 

in this county Dec. 24, 1834, and daughter of Allen E. and Olive (Harrison) Burnham, the 

former of whom was killed by lightning in 1831. [NOTE: Harriet was sister of Emily 

Burnham Howard of sugar scandal fame.]  Mrs. Burnham is still living and resides with her 

daughter. Four children have been given to this union, 3 of whom survive-Wayne, born Sept. 

17, 1853; Mary A., born Aug. 22, 1868, and Ettie O, born Oct. 11, 1870.  Mr. Sangree has 

been elected to several tp. offices, and is a member of Masonic Lodge, No. 33, at Saline. 

Himself and wife are members of the Baptist Church.  Source: History of Washtenaw 

County, 1881, page 1435. 

Sangree 

Christian 

Christian Sangree, 28, Farm Laborer, according to 1860 census in York towsnship. Harriet, 

28. Orton W. is 6 months. Saloma, 5, is a female. Charles Horn, 60, born in England. 

Lorenzo Doleby, 80, b NY. 

Sangree 

Christian 

Christian Sangree died in 1908 in York Township,buried in  Judd Cemetery. He and Harriet 

had a son, Orton Wayne Sangree, 1852-1921; daughter Salome Sangree, 1855-1867; Etta D. 

Sangree, 1870-1895. Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Sangree, 

Clara 

Clara and Garth Sangree are mentioned under “Davenport, Clara” listing. 

Sangree 

Ettie 

Ettie O. Sangree was b. Aug. 11, 1870 in York twp. Her father was Christian C. Sangree, 

farmer, b. PA, and her mother was Harriet [Burnham] Sangree, b. MI. Source: Washtenaw 

birth records Vol. 1 p. 175. Note: is it possible Ettie’s middle name is Olive? 

Sangree 

Garth 

Garth M. Sangree, 72, died at his home, 56 First St, early Monday [Handwritten note says 

Oct. 1955]. Rev. Blake Hunt officiated at funeral. Burial at Mooreville Cemetery. Son of 

Wayne and Effie Shaw Sangree, he was born in Mooreville June 14, 1883. As a young man 

he went to Laromee, WY and later worked as a chef with the Santa Fe Railroad. He returned 

to Milan in 1934 where he followed his trade until four years ago whenhe retired due to ill 

health. He married Mrs. Clara Davenport Oct. 1, 1938.She survives. Mr. Sangree was a 

member of the Milan Baptist Church. Surviving: son George Sangree, and grandson Loren 

Sangree, both of Huntington Beach, CA; a step son, Cecil Davenport, Saline: a sister, Mrs. 

William Taylor, Milan; and brother, Cleveland Sangree, Battle Creek. Source: Genealogist 

Friend, Vol. 7, p. 79. 

Sangree 

Harriet 

Harriet Burnham Sangree died in 1890. She was married to Christian Sangree. See also 

“Burnham.” 

Sangree Jacob Sangree, born in Pennsylvania; died in York June 13, 1871, aged 81. Source: History 



Jacob Washtenaw County, 1881, page 590. 

Sangree 

Jacob 

Jacob Sangree, 69, farmer, b PA, in York township 1860 census. Anna Sangree 59 b PA. 

Abram Sangree, 21, farm laborer, b NY. 

Sangree 

Mary 

Mary A. Sangree was b. Aug. 22, 1867 in York twp. Father: Christian C. Sangree, b. PA, 

farmer; mother Harriet Sangree, b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

Saulsbury 

Mary 

Mary Saulsbury, born in Canada; died in York Oct. 10, 1868, aged 80.  Source: History of 

Washtenaw County, 1881, page 590. 

Sawyer  

A. J. 
A. J.Sawyer, attorney at law, with his office at 6 North Main.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s 

Washtenaw County Directory 1878-79. 
Sawyer 

Andrew Jr. 

Andrew Jackson Sawyer, Jr., prosecuting attorney of Washtenaw county, is a native son of 

Ann Arbor, where his birth occurred on the 18th of January, 1876. He is a son and namesake 

of Andrew J. Sawyer, a prominent lawyer of the Ann Arbor bar and the senior member of 

the firm of Sawyer & Son. Source: History Washtenaw County, Beakes, 1927, p. 213.  Note: 

his father was the defense attorney for the Milan electric sugar defendants.  The father also 

purchased the farm at Platt and Arkona from Emily Howard. 

Sayles 

Frank 

Frank H. Sayles and wife, transferred some property to George Bruckner in 1891. It was 

located in Sec. 19, town 5, range 7. Liber 129, page 164, Monroe Register of Deeds. 

Schenk 

Nick 

Nick and Ingred Schenk bought the Danube Inn in 1971.  They owned the Danube Inn.  Nick 

died April 5, 1999. 

Schenk 

Nick 

Nikolaus “Nick” Schenk was born Aug. 21, 1927 in Beodra, Yugoslavia. He died April 5, 

1999 at Saline Community Hospital, age 71.  His parents were George and Rosalie (Ankner) 

Schenk. He married Ingrid Berger April 11, 1964 in Roseville. He owned the Danube Inn 

more than 30 years. He was a US Army veteran, serving from 1955-56 during the Korean 

war.  He left a son and two daughters. Burial Marble Park Cemetery. Source: obit from 

Genealogist Friend at Milan Public Library.  [Note: he and his wife were divorced, but she 

continued helping him with food preparation for his restaurant.]  [Note #2: After his last day 

of work at Danube Inn, he went home, hung up his apron, and shortly afterwards, died. 

Source: Bob Creal.] 

Schenk 

Nick 

Nick Schenk opened the Danube Inn Sept. 6, 1970. He wanted to retire in 1995 but his 

restaurant kitchen caught fire in August 1995. He did not have (sufficient) insurance. 

Source: clipping from Milan Leader newspaper saved by Warren Hale in a stack of stuff. 

Schmitt L. Schmitt appointed “Nozzle Man” for fire department. 

Schmitt 

Chas. 

Chas. Schmitt bought insurance on his billiard and pool tables, along with his stock of 

tobacco and cigars, all contained in a frame building owned by A. B. Hanson on the east side 

of River Street.  Date insurance purchased: May 15, 1893. Source: ledger book, Insurance 

Company of North America, Mell Barnes, agent. 

Schurstein 

Ernie Sr 

Ernest was b 1864, the son of August and Dorothea Schnurstein. He married Anna "Minnie" 

Meyer. Children: Mary born abt 1885, Ernest 1886, George 1894, Clara 1897, John 1900, 

Albert 1902, and William 1904. Ernest Schnurstein of London twp. was born in Germany 

Jan. 25, 1864. He came to America in 1866 with his parents. At age 14 he began working for 

himself on a farm. April 17, 1884, he married Minnie Meyer of Ida, Monroe County. She 

was born at Ida, March 13, 1865. In 1885 they came from Monroe to London. Two children 

were born to them. Address, London. (History of Monroe county, MI)   Ernie Schnerstein 

“Sr.”died 1919,  is buried in London Cemetery.   
Schnurstein 

Ernie 

Ernie Sch Jr. lived on Allen Road in Milan He was married to Fay. .He is buried in Mable 

Park cemetery. His father is also Ernie S. Ernie lived next to the house in the paper which is 

on Allen Street. Ernie had a brother George Schnurstein. George had two boys, Leo and 

Bob.  Leo married Nellie. Source: Daryle Schnurstein of Dundee and Petersburg area. He is 

grandson of Ernie Jr. 

Schnurstein 

Nellie 

Nellie M. Schnurstein died Dec. 7, 1992. Her parents were Nickolas and Minerva (Kadi) 

Bassett.  See “Bassitt” for more info. 

Schrader John Schrader was b Dec. 9, 1883 in Hamburg, German. He came to the US with his 

parents, John and Mary Schrader, at age 2. He married Nellie b.Briggs Dec. 7, 1899 in 

Monroe. He was a farmer, frist in Dundee, then in London Township. He died at the 

Veteran’s Hospital in Ann Arbor on a Saturday, age 80. Buried London Cemetery, with the 

VFW officiating at the funeral since he was a vet of the Spanish American War.  Source: 

Milan Leader May 13, 1954 (He died “last Saturday”). 

Schreen 

Charles 

Charles Schreen was b. Nov. 30, 1871 in York twp. Father: Adam or Adlun Schreen, farmer, 

b. Germany. Mother Elizabeth b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1. p. 224 



Schreen 

Charles 

Charles Schroen was b. Nov. 30, 1870 in York twp. His father was Adam Schroen, a farmer, 

b. Germany. His mother, Elizaveth Schroen, b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records 

Vol. 1 p. 176. 

Schrene 

George 
Louisa Schene (?) was b. Oct. 11, 1868 in York twp. Her father was George Schrene, b. 

Germany, farmer. Mother: Christina Schrene, b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth 

records, Vol. 1. 
Schreen 

John 

John M. Schreen was b. Nov. 8, 1871 in York twp. His father was Henry Schreat, a farmer, 

b. Germany. His mother, Elizabeth Schreen, b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records, 

Vol. 1, p. 222. 

Schreen 

John 

John Schreen was b. April 9, 1871 in York twp. His father: George Schreen, farmer. Mother: 

Christine Schreen. Both parents b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 223. 

Schroen 

Charles 

Charles Schroen was b. Nov. 30, 1870 in York twp.  His father Adam Schroere was b. 

Germany, mother Elizabeth Schroer b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol.1 p. 

176 or 201. 

Schroen 

John 

John A. Schroen b. Oct. 16, 1869 in York twp. Father: Curry Schroen, farmer, b. Germany. 

Mother: Elizabeth, b. Germany. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 121 

Schroen 

Henry 

Fred E. Schroen, 71, Ann Arbor painter and decorator for 20 years, died yesterday at his 

home (December 1947). Born June 14, 1876, Mr. Schroen was the son of Henry and 

Elizabeth Luckhardt Schroen, who were pioneer settlers of York township. He was married 

Nov. 5, 1902, to Clara Lange of Ann Arbor. Source: Source: Genealogist friend, Vol. 7, 

page 50, Milan Public Library. 

 

 

SCHULTZ (PROBABLY TWO UNRELATED FAMILIES) 
Schultz 

Charles 

Charles F. Schultz, 1873-1951, Azalia cemetery.  Adah A. Schultz, 1877 - 1958.   

Schultz 

Dora 

Miss Dora Schultz, 18, of Erie, born in Germany, was married April 21, 1873 in Erie. Her 

husband: Franklin Bronson, 26, of Ida, born in Ida, occupation Husbandry. Witnesses: 

Conrad Schultz and Annie Elizabeth Schultz of Ida.  Source: Monroe county marriage rec. 

  

Schultz 

Duane 

Duane Schultz, 89, life-long Milan resident and local auto dealer, passed away unexpectedly 

at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital on July 7, 2016, with his sons by his side. Born March 19, 

1927 he was the only child of Maurine and Leland Schultz of Milan. He was a 1945 

graduate of Milan High School and on his 18th birthday, enlisted in the Navy where he 

served in the South Pacific as World War II ended. Following his naval discharge, he 

attended Ferris Institute in Big Rapids until his father's health brought him back to Milan and 

the family business, Schultz Motors of Milan. He successfully operated the dealership, 

consistently winning the highest level of corporate awards for customer satisfaction. 

Respected by his peers, he served as Regional President of Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana on 

the National President's Council of the Dodge Dealer Advertising Association. After his 

retirement, he passed the business to a third generation, his sons Todd and Tyler. Duane 

served Milan as a volunteer firefighter, was elected to the village and city councils, and the 

Milan Board of Education. He was also a long time Rotarian. Always friendly, Duane loved 

people and developed lasting friendships with many of his customers. Survivors include his 

wife, Isabelle, sons Todd (Patricia) and Tyler, grandchildren Scott (Lindsay) Schultz and 

Caitlin (Ryan) Ross, and three great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents 

and his daughter, Ruth Ann. Source: Obituary. 
Schultz 

Emil 

Emil Schultz b April 11, 1914; d Oct. 26, 2008 just a few hours after his wife passed away. 

Parents: Albert and Ida Homrich Schultz. On Aug. 10, 1935 he married Genevieve Marken 

in Whittaker. They made their home in Milan. Emil, with his brothers and father, co-founded 

Schultz Bottled Gas of Milan. The family business continued 70 years, now operated by his 

children. He helped build St. Paul Lutheran Church in Milan. Preceded in death by his 

brothers August, Edward and Walter and sister Lydia Tykoski. Buried Marble Park 

Cemetery. Source: Obit, Genealogist Friend. 

Schultz 

Genevieve 

Genevieve Schultz was b March 28, 1916, d Oct. 25, 2008. See “Emil Schultz.” Genevieve 

was daughter of Clyde and Hazel Saxton Marken. She was preceded in death by brothers 

Howard, Donald and Stanley Marken, and sisters Margaret Schultz and Jean Engler. Source: 

Obit, Genealogist Friend. 



Schultz  

Ida 

Ida E. Schultz, 1884 to 1966. Her husband, Albert R. Schultz, 1884 to 1964.  Source: Marble 

Memorial Park Cemetery, gravestone. 

Schultz 

Isabelle 

Isabelle Schultz graduated from Milan High School in 1946. She earned varsity letters for 

cheerleading, the only activity in which a varsity letter was awarded to women. In 1950 she 

graduated from Michigan State University majoring in journalism. She wrote as a free lancer 

for the Detroit Free Press. She was a writer and assistant editor for the UM graduate school 

publication, Rackham Reports. She helped create Milan’s Citizens for Better Schools 

committee where she served for 11 years. She was trustee and secretary of the Saline 

Community Hospital Board for 16 years. She helped organize a committee to save Milan’s 

Old Fire Barn and restore it. In 2006, she was a founding member of the Greater Milan Area 

Community Foundation, serving as its first president. Source: Milan School’s Hall of Fame 

award, 2006. 

Schultz 

Leland 

Leland Schultz, known as “Dutch,” was in the “Garage Service business, and lived at 310 

Lafayette,” according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Schultz 

Leland 

Leland L. Schultz was b Feb. 7, 1904 in Milan, son of Albert and Jessie Schultz. In 1933 he 

opened a retail gasoline station at the corner of County and Dexter Streets. He died Nov. 28, 

1982 in Sun City, AZ. 

Schultz 

Leland 

The 1920 census in Milan, Monroe County, lists Albert Schultz, 37, at 235 E. Main, with his 

wife Jessie and son Leland. Albert was born in Germany and worked in a furnace factory. 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Grace Maurine Farmer and Leland Schultz were married March 21, 1925 at the Blackmer 

family homestead.  That is the red brick building at 122-124 East Main, built by Charles 

Blackmer.  Her name is spelled “Maurine” not Maureen. 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Maurine Schultz retired in 1969 as an assistant VP of National Bank and Trust of Ann Arbor 

after a 44-year career of banking in Milan. She went to Sun City with her husband for 

retirement, joining some other family of hers who were also living in Sun City. 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Grace Maurine Schultz was the fourth of five children in the family of Cynthia Blackmer 

and Will A. Farmer.  Known as Maurine, she was born March 28, 1904 in Fowlerville, 

Mich. She died May 9, 1987 in Sun City, AZ. 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Maurine Farmer graduated from Milan High School in 1921. She later married Leland 

Schultz.  Source:  Milan High School records. 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Maurine Farmer Schultz worked for many years at Milan State Savings Bank and its 

successor organizations.  Maurine married Leland Schultz March 21, 1925. She graduated 

from Ferris State College in 1924 in bookkeeping and banking.  In 1925, she joined the staff 

of the Milan State Bank as a bookkeeper and teller. She was named assistant cashier in 1943 

and Cashier in 1952.  Upon the sudden death of Grant Laskey Dec. 31, 1960, Maurine 

assumed the responsibility of managing the bank. On Feb. 16, 1961 the board of directors 

appointed her VP in charge of the bank, due to her many years with the bank. They felt sure 

that the management and knowledge of the operation of the bank was really no new duty for 

her to perform, due to her close association with Mr. Laskey, she was well qualified for the 

position.  Maurine retired from the National Bank and Trust Co. of Ann Arbor in 1969 after 

nearly 40 years of service. Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of Milan by 

Arleigh Squires, 1976) 

Schultz 

Maurine 

Maurine Schultz and her husband Leland retired to Sun City, AZ where others in Maurine’s 

family were living.  She died May 9, 1987 in Sun City. She has a marker in Marble Park 

Cemetery, Milan, but her ashes were spread in Arizona. (Source regarding the ashes: Isabelle 

Schultz.) 

Schultz 

Ruth 

Ruth Ann Schultz, born March 7, 1950 in Milan, died May 25, 2002 while living in Saline. 

She was the daughter of Duane and Isabelle Schultz. Cremation. 1968 graduate of Milan 

High School. She received a BA from Western Michigan University in 1971. She was 

working in Colordo in a job that had to do with broadcasting, when she became ill. 

Schultz 

William 

William Schultz died June 6, 1871 at Dundee. He was 21 days old.  Father: Christopher 

Schultz. Mother: Sophia Schultz, both residents of Dundee.  Source: Death records.  Note: 

another death record says William Schultz died Aug. 6, 1874, age 19 days, of brain fever.  

Perhaps the parents had a boy named William who died, then they named another baby boy 

William and he died also.    
Schultz 

William 

William Schultz died Aug. 6, 1874, age 19 days, of brain fever.  Died in Dundee.  Father: 

Edward Schultz. Mother: Louisa Schultz. They had a twin Ettie Schultz who died about the 

same time.  Source: Death records. 

END SCHULTZ 



 
Schuyler 

Dr. Randal 

Dr. Randal Schuyler was born in Washtenaw county May, 1854. The doctor graduated from 

Michigan University, Medical Department, in 1877. In June, 1877, he came to East Milan 

[Azalia], and commenced practicing. In 1886 he built a store, and now carries an entire stock 

of drugs and medicines. In 1880 he married Mary E. Simpson. They had 2 children, Edith 

and Nellie. Dr. Schuyler has a good practice, and owns a fine residence. At one time had 

charge of Washtenaw Insane Asylum [probably at Platt and Bemis Roads].  Address, Milan. 

Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, Wing, p. 39. 

Scripture 

Hiram 

Hiram Scripture died July 27, 1951 at age 44.  York cemetery, D.A.R. book. 

Seger  

Fred 

Fred Seger and his wife Irene founded the Campfire Restaurant in 1948, according to a 

Letter to the Editor July 9, 2009.  Fred’s daughters, Martha and Susan, started it as a hot dog 

and root beer stand, open only in summer.  They served root beer floats and chocolate 

shakes.  Letter was written by Sally O’Connell Carpenter, Ann Arbor.   

Shaw A. The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County has a Directory for Monroe Township listing A. Shaw 

“General Farmer, Sec. 27.” 

Shaw Isaac Isaac C. Shaw resides on his 100-acre farm in Saline township.  He was born in York 

Township August 7, 1838. He is a son of Robert Shaw, a native of Yorkshire, England, who 

emigrated to America in the '30s and located in Washtenaw county. Robert worked as a farm 

laborer for several years.  He accumulated enough to buy 80 acres of Government land in 

York Township. He cleared it and improved it, then bought land in Saline Twp.  Robert died 

October 20, 1890, at age 82.  Robert was born September 25, 1808. He was a member of the 

Presbyterian Church, and had been Trustee for 40 years. Robert was fond of hunting.  

Isaac’s mother was born Eliza Clark in Windom, NY. She died June 20, 1890 at 80.  Robert 

and Eliza had 7 children, 6 reaching adulthood.  Isaac was the oldest of these children.  He 

went to a log schoolhouse near his home, working on the farm. He married Elizabeth Wood 

Dec.1, 1870.  She was born in Onondaga County, NY and came to Michigan as a child.  

Isaac and Elizabeth had 3 children, Ida, Mabel, and Clifford. Mabel has died.  Isaac Shaw is 

a Republican and owns 100 acres.    Source: Portrait and Biographical Album of Washtenaw 

County, Michigan, Biographical Publishing Company, Chicago, 1891. 

Shaw G. W. Shaw  served as Moderator of District 8 public school in York twp, 1898-1899. 

Mailing address was York, probably near Mooreville. Source: Genealogical society Washt. 

Shay  

A. B. 

A. B. Shay was born in Washington Co., N. Y., Sept. 11, 1805. His parents were John and 

Lucy Shay, natives of New York.  The father, John Shay, was a soldier in the Continental 

army under Gen. Washington.  Mr. A. B. Shay grew up on a farm, receiving a good 

common-school education.  He came to Augusta tp. in June, 1836. He purchased 80 acres of 

land near Lansing, subsequently selling it and purchasing in Augusta tp. While a native of 

New York, on Oct. 3, 1824, he married Polly Ambrose, and 4 children were given to him- 

Mary A., widow of Monroe Smith (dec.) who enlisted in Co. D, 27th Mich. Vol. Inf., Jan. 2, 

1863, and received the fatal bullet at the battle of the Wilderness on May 6, 1864. He was 

buried on the field, and is numbered with the heroic dead. The other children are:  Lucy, 

wife of Duncan Minzey; John and James W.  Mrs. Shay was born Aug. 28, 1799, and was a 

daughter of James and Hannah Ambrose. She departed this life Nov. 8, 1880, at 81 years of 

age. Mary A., the eldest daughter, has 2 sons-William W. and Joseph M. Their father they 

never knew.  Source:  Charles C. Chapman, 1881, History of Washtenaw County. 

Shay  

John 

John E. Shay was b. Nov. 11, 1871 in York twp. His father, John Shay was a laborer, b. NY. 

His mother Eliza J. Shay was b. NY. Source: Washt. Birth records vol. 1 page 224. 

Sheats Paul Paul R. Sheats served in the Navy during WW II. He is buried at Marble Park cemetery. 

Shepard 

Alida 
Alida M. Shepard was b. Dec. 15, 1867 in York twp. Her father: :Moses Shepard, b. NY, 

farmer. Mother: Rachel Shepard. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1. 
Shepard 

Moses 

Oses D. Shepard was b. June 24, 1871 in York twp. His father Moses H. Shepard, farmer, b. 

NY. Mother Rachel Shepard b. MI. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 1 p. 223. 

 

SHERMAN 
Sherman 

Carrie 

Mrs. Carrie Sherman was born in Milan township, Aug. 15, 1873, and departed this life at 

Ann Arbor, Oct. 29, 1916, at the age of 43 years, 2 months and 14 days. She was the 

daughter of Hughie and Annie Hanlon, who preceded her in death. She married George D. 

Sherman Dec. 31, 1901, and leaves a husband, three daughters, Lemo Jasper of Azalia; Imo 



Cline and Cora Kanitz, of Milan; one brother, Peter Hanlon, of Milan township; and two 

grand-children Roger Cline and Maxine Jasper. Source: obituary, found in Monroe 

Historical Library archives. 

Sherman 

Cora 

Cora Ann Sherman was b. March 27, 1878 and died June 10, 1895.  She married Francis 

Walter Draper on March 27, 1894.  He was b. Aug. 14, 1870. 

Sherman 

Edith 

Edith May Sherman was b. Jan. 27, 1862, and died January 1926. She married three times:  

#1 Charles Clayton Krum, #2 Edward McFall, #3 Alfred Allison. 

Sherman 

George 

George Sherman was b. April 1862. He was 38 when federal census taker arrived at his door 

in 1900. He lived in Milan township, but not in village of Milan. Occupation: farmer. 

Widowed. Three daughters lived in the home with him:  (1) Leemo, b. May 1890, age 10; 

Imo, b. May 1892, age 8; and Cora, b. March 1896 age 4.  George was also living with his 

sister-in-law Carrie Hanlon. Carrie was b. Aug. 1872 and her father was b. in Ireland. 

Sherman 

George 

George Daniel Sherman was b. April 29, 1863 and died April 17, 1931. He married Sarah 

Hanlon, who died April 8, 1896. He married #2 Carolyn “Cad” Hanlon, sister of Sarah 

Hanlon, in December 1901.  This was a secret wedding. 

Sherman 

George 

George Sherman of Saline, age 50, and Ann Eliza Willard of Saline, age 46, married April 

25, 1867 in Saline. Signed by H. W. Warner, minister of the gospel. Witnesses: Gilbert R. 

Sherman of Saline and Emmy Sherman of Saline. Source: Washtenaw marriage records, 

Vol. 4 page 121. 

Sherman 

George 

George Sherman, 68, died at the Sherman homestead two miles southeast of Milan on 

Friday. He had lived there all his life; had been ill 4 weeks with diabetes.  Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Jasper (daughter and son-in-law) lived with him. He is also survived by two other daughters: 

Mrs. Imo Kline of Ypsilanti and Mrs. Cora Kanitz of Milan. Source: Monroe Evening News, 

Sat. April 18, 1931, found in Monroe Historical Archives. 

Monday, April 20 issue of Monroe Evening News:  Funeral is today, burial in Rice 

cemetery. He is also survived by two sisters, Mrs. Bert Draper and Mrs. Henry Williams; 

and a brother, Simon. 

Sherman 

George 

George Daniel Sherman, son of Prudence A. and John G. Sherman, was born in Milan 

township April 20, 1863 and died on the farm at which he was born, April 17, 1931. He was 

67 years, 11 months, 28 days. He married Sarah Hanlon, who preceeded him in death April 

1896. They had three children, Mrs. Fred Jasper, Mrs. Raleigh Cline and Mrs. Sylvan 

Kanitz, all of whom survive him. He was again married in Dec. 1901 to Carrie Hanlon who 

died Nov. 1916.  Besides the daughter, he is survived by a brother, Simon Sherman of 

Dexter; two sisters, Mrs. Henry Williams and Mrs. Bert Draper of Milan. He spent his entire 

life in the vicinityof Milan, the last year in the home of his daughter Mrs. Fred Jasper. 

Interment at Rice Cemetery. Source: scrapbook, actual newspaper clipping glued into it. 

Sherman 

George 

Elmira Sherman, b. 1818, daughter of George Sherman, was the wife of Alexander Wilcox. 

Elmira had three children and died Sept. 11, 1882 in York twp, buried in Marble Park 

cemetery.  [In 1896, Marble Park Cemetery was chartered, so she must have been exhumed 

from her first resting place.] 

Sherman 

Grace B. 

Grace Belle Sherman was b. May 23, 1876, and died in Ann Arbor Jan. 28, 1866.  She 

married Burton A. Draper on April 1, 1894.  He died Aug. 29, 1976 

Sherman  

J. W. 

J. W. Sherman, son of John and Prudence Sherman, was born in Milan, MI Oct. 18, 1857. 

He married Susie Holten Jan. 1, 1878. In the spring of 1883 he went west choosing Nebraska 

as his new home where he lived until the poor health of his wife made it advisable to go to 

Corpus Christi, Texas, where Mrs. Sherman departed this life Dec. 1914. He again married, 

to Mrs. Elizabeth Pilloud, Sept. 24, 1917. In 1919 he moved to Arkadelphia, Ark. where he 

departed this life Jan. 10, 1922. His remains were brought to Milan, Jan. 12 and were taken 

to the home of Mr. and Mrs. Rauleigh Cline where on Sunday, Jan. 15 the funeral was held, 

burial in Rice cemetery. He leaves his wife and adopted son Frank, two brothers George of 

Milan and Sim of Ann Arbor, three sisters, Mrs. Edith McFall, Mrs. Nellie Williams and 

Mrs. Grace Draper, all of Milan, ten nephews and five nieces. Source: newspaper clipping, 

probably Monroe Evening News, with handwritten date “10 Jan. 1922.” Found at Monroe 

Historical Library archives. (Note: newspaper spells “Rauleigh,” that is not a typo.) 
Sherman 

James 

James R. Sherman of Howard, NY, age 22, and Miss Emma E. Mosher of Augusta, Mich., 

age 18, married Feb. 16, 1867 at Augusta Township. Signed: Rev. S. S. Lansing. Source: 

Washtenaw marriage records, vol. 4 page 98. 

Sherman 

John  (b. ≈  

John Sherman, 44, a farmer, was b. NY, the 1850 census records show. He was probably 

born about 1806.  He lived in Milan twp with his wife Joanna, 43, b. Mass. Their children 



1806) included Susan, age 18, b. NY; John G., 14, b. NY (year of birth about 1836); Amy, 8, b. 

MI. Several others lived in the home: Mariah Kelsey, 22, b. NY; Betsy Ann Kelsey, 2, b. 

MI; Susan C. Kelsey, 1, b. MI.  [See also:  “Maria Warner” who was Mariah Kelsey in this 

census.] 

Sherman 

John  (b. ≈  

1806) 

Milan: John Sherman, Sr., of the township of Milan, died Nov. 17th at the age of 73 years. 

He was sick but a very short time, we understand, with paralysis. Source: Monroe 

Commercial, Friday Nov. 21, 1879. Handwritten note says Nov. 17, 1879 DOD. Found at 

Monroe Historical Library archives. 

 

Sherman 

John 

John Garner Sherman was born July 30, 1836 and died Nov. 3, 1904.  On July 3, 1856, he 

married Prudence A. Gay.  Prudence was b. July 3, 1839 and died Oct. 12, 1914.  Source: 

Florence Wilson   

Sherman 

John  (b. ≈  

1836) 

John Sherman was born Jan. 30, 1836, in the State of New York, a son of John and Anna 

(Keith) Sherman.  He was a farmer.  He came to Michigan as a young man.  He and his wife 

Prudence Gay Sherman had seven children, including Grace.  He died in 1904.  His daughter 

Grace married Burton A. Draper of Milan township. 

Sherman 

John 

Prudence Gay was b. July 3, 1839 and died Oct. 12, 1914.   She married John Garner 

Sherman July 3, 1856.  He was born July 30, 1836 and died Nov. 3, 1904.      

Sherman 

John  (b. ≈  

1836) 

John Sherman was b. July 1836 in NY. He was 63 when he answered the 1900 census. He’d 

been married 44 years.  Occupation: Farmer. Wife: Prudence, b. Aug. 1839, age 60. She had 

7 children, and 6 of them are still living. Home is located in Milan township outside Village 

of Milan.  See also “Gay, Prudence.” 

Sherman 

John G. (b. 

≈  1836) 

John G. Sherman, 44, farmer, b. MI, both parents b. NY. Milan twp census of 1880.  Wife 

Prudence, 41, b. MI. Daughter Nelley, 13, b. MI. Son Simon, 9, b. MI. Daughter Gracy, 5. 

Daughter Cora, 2, b. MI.  Lives as very close neighbor to John W. Sherman. 

Sherman J. 

W. 

J. W. Sherman, son of John and Prudence Sherman, was born in Milan Oct. 18, 1857. He 

married Susie Holten Jan. 1, 1878. In the spring of 1883 he went west choosing Nebraska as 

his new home where he lived until the poor health of his wife made it advisable to go to 

Corpus Christi, Texas, where Mrs. Sherman departed this life Dec. 1914. He again married, 

to Mrs. Elizabeth Pilloud, Sept. 24, 1917. In 1919 he moved to Arkadelphia, Ark., where he 

died Jan. 10, 1922. His remains were brought to Milan Jan. 12 and taken to the home of MM 

Rauleigh Cline. The funeral was held there Sunday, Jan. 15, burial in Rice Cemetery. He 

leaves his wife and adopted son Frank, two brothers, George Sherman of Milan and Sim 

Sherman of Ann Arbor; three sisters, Mrs. Edith McFall, Mrs. Nellie Williams, and Mrs. 

Grace Draper, all of Milan, ten nephews, five nieces, etc. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 

2, page 25, Milan Public Library. See also Find A Grave Memorial# 34043392 

Sherman 

John W. 

John W. Sherman, 22, farmer, b. MI. Census in Milan twp, 1880.  He was a very close 

neighbor to John G. Sherman.  Wife Susie, 19, b. MI. Also living in home: Hady Corbit, 25, 

farm laborer; and Nancy, his wife, 20, whose occupation was “servant.” 

Sherman 

John W. 

John W. Sherman was b. Oct. 18, 1857.  He died Jan. 10, 1922.  His first wife was Susie 

Holton, and January 1, 1878 was their wedding date (not her birth date?).  He married his 

2nd wife, Elizabeth Pilloud, Sept. 24, 1917.  It was said that she supposedly poisoned John. 

Sherman 

Mae Hale 

MILAN  Mrs. Mae Hale Sherman, 84, died early Sunday morning at Ann Arbor after a long 

illness. Born Nov. 10, 1870 in York Township, she was the daughter of Samuel and Jane 

Hale. She was a member of York Baptist Church. A brother, A. A. Hale of Ann Arbor, is the 

only survivor. Services will be held Wednesday at Stevens & Bush funeral home. The Rev. 

Edgar Sweetland will officiate and burial will be in Marble Park Cemetery. Find a grave 

124851872. 

Sherman 

Maria 

Maria Sherman died Aug. 10, 1920 at the home of her grandson, E. P.Warner.  She was 

married to #1 Daniel Kelsey and had 2 children, then married to #2 Homer Warner.  See 

“Maria Warner” for further information.  See also Find A Grave Memorial# 75520732. 
Sherman 

Maria 

Maria Sherman, oldest daughter of John and Johanna Sherman, passed away at the residence 

of her grandson, E. P. Warner, August 10, 1920. She was born in Oswego County, NY, Dec. 

12, 1827 and came to Michigan with her parents at the age of 10. In 1848 she was united in 

marriage to Daniel Kelsey to which union was born two children, Mrs. Baxter VAnWormer 

and Mrs. Stephen Evans. The father and Mrs. VanWormer having preceded her in death. In 

1853 she was married to Homer Warner who passed away in 1900. She endeared herself to 

his family of two of whom survive. Mrs. Jane Craig of Milan and Mr. Wm. Warner of 

Prescott, Mich. Those left to mourn her loss are Mrs. Stephen Evans, Mrs. Jane Craig, Mr. 



Wm. Warner, twelve grand-children, 20 great grand-children and one great-great-grand-

child. Also numbers of other relatives and friends who came to know her, as Grand-ma 

Warner. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 5, page 143, Milan Public Library. 

Sherman 

Nellie 

Nellie Clarissa Sherman was b. Jan. 7, 1868. She died in Milan Oct. 31, 1959. She married 

#1 Michael C. Welch, who d. Oct. 15, 1919.  She married husband #2, William Henry 

Williams, in 1920.  He died in 1947.  The Michael C. Welch family lived at 12844 Crowe 

Road in about 1902.  It may have still been a log cabin, which was built around 1883. 

Sherman 

Nellie 

McFall 

Mrs. Nellie Sherman, 68, former Milan Township resident, died yesterday after a short 

illness. She made her home in Detroit with her daughter, Mrs. Gordon Kufske of 13202 

Kerry St. The body is at the Stevens & Bush funeral home. Rev. William A. Johnson of the 

Methodist Church will officiate. Interment will be in Rice Cemetery. The youngest daughter 

of John and Margaret McFall, she was born June 1, 1879 in Milan township. She married 

Simon Sherman in Jan. 1896. She has lived with her daughter for 21 years. Three sons, John, 

Donald, and Tomic, died in infancy. Her husband has also died. She is survived by a 

granddaughter, Mrs. Herbert Glanert. Source:  Monroe Evening News, handwritten date says 

“Feb. 4, 1948.” From Monroe Historical Library archives. 

Sherman 

Nettie 

Milan: Mrs. Nettie R. Sherman, 76, died late Saturday night in the home of her sister, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Merritt of 719 York St., after an illness of five years. Services this morning were 

in the Stevens and Bush funeral home with the Rev. William M. Hughes of Marble 

Memorial Methodist Church officiating. The body was sent at 1 p.m. to Los Angeles for 

burial in Forest Lawn cemetery. 

The daughter of William and Sarah Cahoon, she was born Jan. 24, 1874 near Trenton. She 

married Ernest Sherman in 1900 at Delray and they lived at Detroit until moving to Los 

Angeles in 1925. After his death she came to Milan. 

She is survived by two sons, Stanley of Burbank, Calif., and Clark of north Hollywood; and 

two sisters Mrs. Merritt and Mrs. Mary Howe of Flat Rock. 

Sherman 

Prudence 

On Tuesday, [“July 1909”] John Jacobs and Prudence Sherman, both of Milan, were married 

by Justice Doty. It was his 3rd and her 2nd. Each  is 70 years of age. They are now keeping 

house in the Coe residence on the corner of Main and Church streets. Source: News clipping. 

Sherman 

Simon 

Simon Sherman was b. June 1872. He was 27, had been married 4 years, and worked as a 

farm laborer, according to 1900 census in Milan township. His wife Nellie was born in June 

1879, age 20.  Their daughter Blanch was born in April 1896, she was 4. Also living in the 

home, Simon’s father-in-law, John McFall, b. April 1825, age 75, and he was married 30 

years. Apparently John’s wife was living elsewhere.  (Note: see George Daniel Sherman, 

brother of Simon Sherman.) 

Sherman 

Simon 

Simon H. Sherman was b. June 1, 1871, and died Feb. 9, 1953 in Detroit. He married Nellie 

McFall.  Nellie died Feb.4, 1948 in Detroit. 

Sherman 

Simon 

Died. In this city on the 23  d, of Consumption, Susan, wife of Geo. H. Sherman, in the 52d 

year of her age. Mrs. Sherman was an old resident of this State having lived here for over 32 

years. Source: Monroe Commercial, Thursday, Nov. 3, 1859, found at Monroe Historical 

Library archives. 

Sherman 

Stephen 

(b. ≈1828) 

Stephen Sherman was 32, a farmer, b. NY, with $600 in real estate value. That comes from 

1850 census records in Milan township. His wife, Clarissa, was 30, b. NY. Jerome Sherman, 

5, b. MI. Hellen, 1, b. MI. Also in the home: Laura Cutter, 9, b. MI, and Elizabeth Tarlton, 

16, b. NY. 

Sherman 

Susan 

Died. In this city on the 23  d, of Consumption, Susan, wife of Geo. H. Sherman, in the 52d 

year of her age. Mrs. Sherman was an old resident of this State having lived here for over 32 

years. Source: Monroe Commercial, Thursday, Nov. 3, 1859, found at Monroe Historical 

Library archives. 

END SHERMAN 

 
Sherwood 

Homer 

Cone, Oct. 18, Special to the Monroe Evening News:  Homer Sherwood, Civil War veteran, 

died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Henry Teeg, Friday noon at the age of 95. Joseph 

Remele of Erie now is the only living person of record in Monroe County who served in the 

Civil War. Mr. Sherwood was born near Cone April 14, 1848, and enlisted in Company 1 of 

the Fifth Michigan Cavalry at Tecumseh in 1864 at the age of 16. From Camp Leavenworth 

he proceeded to Winchester, Virginia, seeing seven months active service under the 

command of Colonel George Armstrong Custer and engaging in battles at Winchester and 



Cedar Creek. His company then joined General U. S. Grant at Richmond. After the 

surrender of General Ropert E. Lee, Calvalryan Sherwood returned to Camp Leavenworth 

and was mustered out July 3, 1865. In 1938 he attended the reunion of Union and 

Confederate veterans at Gettysburg, visiting Washington on the way. He had not been there 

since 1864 and found that the Capitol building was the only thing he could recognize. He 

was much impressed with the whiteness of the nation’s capital and the activity at the Navy 

yard. Orphaned before he was ten years old, Mr. Sherwood lived at the home of George 

Gray in Maco where he remained until he enlisted. After the war he married Miss Martha 

Autn [sic] of Cone who died many years… [rest of article missing] 

Sherwood 

Morris 

Morris Sherwood was b. Dec. 9, 1871 in York twp. His father: Philo Sherwood, a farmer, b. 

NY. His mother, Sarah Sherwood, b. MI. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. p.222. 

Shine 

George 

George J. Shine, known as “Red,” was in the Retail Dry Goods business, and lived at 4 

Wilcox St., according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Shirey Ed Way Back When column in Milan Leader Jan. 29, 1997 featured Ed Shirey purchase of drug 

store from Nick Miller located at 13 W. Main. Shirey assumed management of the business 

march 1, 1956. Nick Miller had operated it since 1940. According to Warren Hale’s column, 

Shirey was a pharmacist with the Lindan Drug Store in Sylvania, Ohio. He said he and his 

wife Marilyn were looking for a home in the Milan area and hoped to move to Milan soon. 

There was a competition just a few doors away with the Purdy’s Rexall Drugs at 25 E. Main 

St., who apparently wanted Shirey to take over their pharmacy instead. The Warren Hale 

column includes a photo of Shire chatting with Nick Miller shortly after purchasing the 

business. Source: blurry copy of “Way Back When” column by Warren Hale. 

Shirey 

Edgar 

Edgar Shirey has his name on an advertisement for Miller Drugs, in the May 28, 1964 Milan 

Booster Leader.  His name is followed by “R. Ph.” Indicating his is a pharmacist. 

Shirey 

Edgar 

Edgar R. Shirey served in WW II in the marines. Source: his son, Paul. Note: he was born 

Jun 10, 1926. He died Aug. 23, 2009 in Reno, NV.  Find a grave 101388493. 

Shoup 

Chester 

Chester W. Shoup of Belleville, MI was married to Hazel Jane Bordine on Dec. 24, 1908 at 

the home of her family friend, Ben Rendel, of Britton.  Hazel was living in Cone at the time 

of the marriage.  Minister was Rev. A. Scott of Rea, Mich. Chester Wilson Shoup was a 

telegrapher for the Wabash Railroad. Source: Suzanne S. of Belleville, granddaughter. 

Shoup  

Hazel 

Hazel Bordine Shoup had three children with her husband, Chester.  Foster, b. 1910; Emma, 

b. 1912; Twila, b. 1918. They raised the kids in Morenci, MI near Adrian.  When Hazel was 

a child, she went to Barrett School in Macon township, Lenawee county. 

Shuttle-

worth 

C. J. Shuttleworth was the Warden at the federal prison, according to a Milan Rotary club 

membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

 

SIEFKER 
Siefker 

Anna 

Mrs. Clara Elizabeth Roof, 69, of 712 S. Main St., died “Aug. 16, 1952.” (Handwritten note 

gives date) She was the wife of John Roof. Born Sept. 4, 1882 in Glandorf, Ohio, she was 

the daughter of Bernard and Anna Siefker Lucke.  She married John Roof June 23, 1903. 

They lived on a farm near Milan for about 25 years, then moved to Woodville, Ohio for 7 

years. They came to Ann Arbor about 8 years ago. Surviving: her husband; her son Harry, 

six daughters, etc. She was buried in Ottowa, Ohio at SS Peter and Paul Church. Source: 

Genealogist Friend, Volume 7 page 105 
Seifker 

Bernard, 

Joseph 

Handwritten note says “Dec. 14, 1935” 

   The funeral of Lawrence Rump was held Tuesday morning from the Immaculate 

Conception church in Milan with Father Leo Laige officiating. Mr. Rump was 28 years old 

and had lived in the vicinity of Milan for the past decade. He was born in Leipsic, Ohio in 

1908, coming to Milan to make his home. He married Miss Mary Imhoff last February and 

worked at the Ideal Furnace Co. He lived on a small farm about two miles north east of 

Milan. 

  Bernard Seifker, 30 years old, died Saturday afternoon in Foote Hospital in Jackson where 

he was taken following the accident.  His brother Joseph Seifker 38 years old died the 

following day in the Bixby Hospital in Adrian. The men are the sons of Mrs. Flora Seifker. 

They were born in Leipsic, Ohio, but have lived on the farm west of Milan on the Milan 

Saline Road for more than 20 years. Their father died 16 years ago and they have been 

operating the farm since then. Both are highly respected citizens and popular young 

members of the Immaculate Conception Church in Milan. 



   Besides their mother, they leave two brothers, Felix and Andrew at home; and six sisters, 

Mrs. Cornelia Bakies of Carey, Ohio; Mrs. Rose Roberts of Detroit; Mrs. Theresa Neff of 

Carey; Mrs. Mary Neckel of Milan; Sister Mary K of St. Mary’s Academy of Monroe; and 

Miss Marguerite Siefker at home. 

   The double funeral service was held from Immaculate Conception Church Wednesday 

with Rev. Fr. Leo Laige officiating. Burial at Marble Park.   

   The sixth occupant of the ill fated car is in critical condition in the hospital in Adrian with 

little hope for his recovery. None of the occupants of the car regained consciousness long 

enough to tell a coherent story of the accident. Foss is 55 years old and lives north east of 

Milan across the road from the home of the Rumps. 

   Source: Genealogist Friend book 1 page 2 

Siefker, 

Cornelia 

A wedding took place Wednesday morning, performed by Father Zindler. Miss Cornelia 

Siefker of Milan married Edward Bakies of Carey, Ohio. Attendants were Miss Rose 

Siefker, Miss Catherine Roof, Joseph Siefker and Mr. Edwards Roberts, of Pontiac. Little 

Agnes Siefker acted as flower girl and Felix Siefker as ring bearer. Bride: white dress etc. 

Music furnished by Miss Lorraine Bruckner and Mrs. Austin Bruckner, accompanied on the 

violin by Miss Wave Wanty.  Breakfast served at the home of MM John Roof.  The new 

couple will live at Carey, Ohio. Source: Genealogist Friend Volume 5 page 18. 

Siefker 

Delores 

Teresa 

Delores Teresa Siefker, 5-year-old daughter of Andrew and Helen Hartman Siefker, died last 

Thursday evening at St. Joseph Hospital, Ann Arbor. She was b Sept. 7, 1943. She leaves 

behind her parents, her grandmother Mrs. Flora Siefker, and her grandfather Henry Hartman. 

Burial: Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend Volume 7 page 10. (Handwritten 

note says “Sept. 17, 1944.”) 

Siefker, 

Felix 

A marriage license was issued to Felix A. Siefker, 26, of rout 2, Milan, and Ann Marie 

Milkey, 22, Saline. (Handwritten note says May 6, 1937). 

Siefker, 

Felix 

Felix Siefker was married at St. Thomas Church, Ann Arbor, on Wed. morning May 12, 

1937. Groom’s mother, Mrs. F. J. Siefker, lives on Milan Saline Road.  Breakfast in honor of 

the couple given by Mrs. Arthur Schmenk and Mrs. Francis Neckel. The groom’s brother is 

Andrew Siefker, groom’s cousin is Henry Siefker. Genealogist Friend. 

Siefker 

Felix 

Felix Siefker, b June 20, 1910, in Milan. He died April 14, 1982 in Venice, FL. He farmed at 

12620 Saline Milan Road where he lived until his death. He married Anne Marie Milkey in 

1937. She died in1973. In 1974 he married Mary Bishop. His children: John, James, 

Marjorie, Ann, Janet. His sisters include Mrs. Francis (Mary) Neckel of Milan. He was 

predeceased by his sister Cornelia and brothers, Bernard and Joseph. 

Siefker 

Flora 

Flora Lampe Siefker was from Akron,Ohio and then lived in Leipsic, Ohio, before coming 

to Milan. There was cheap land available in Milan, so they went by train to Milan. They 

were poor. Source: Sister Pat Neckel. 

Siefker 

Flora 

Lampe 

Flora Lampe Siefker came from a large family. Her parents were Bernard Joseph Lampe, 

1851-1934, and Theresa Morman Lampe. (She was not a Morman; that was just a name.) 

Bernard and Theresa had the following children: (1) August (Gus) b 1875. (2) George b 

1877. (3) Flora Lampe Siefker. (4) Rose b 1880. (5) Bernard (Ben) b 1882. (6) Lily Lampe 

Burris 1884-1987. (7) Catherine Lampe Easterday. (8) Julius (Jule) b 1889. (9) Felix b 1892. 

(10) Mary Lampe Burger “Mulky” b 1895. (11) Marcellus “Ted” b 1898. Source: Sr. Pat. 
Siefker 

John 

John Siefker of Milan hitched up his horses and went towards Detroit. There was a church 

part-way to Detroit that provided the bell to the Milan Catholic community. That bell was 

used in the stone church, and after the stone church was torn down, the bell was used in the 

current church building Immaculate Conception,where it still rings today.  Source: his 

granddaughter Sr. Pat Neckel. 

Siefker 

John 

John Siefker was living in Ohio and moved to Milan. He died of appendicitis and is buried 

in Marble Park Cemetery. Some of his brothers also came to Milan. Source: Sr. Pat Neckel. 

Siefker 

John 

George 

Sad was the death of John George Siefker, who died last Monday morning [Sept. 8, 1919] at 

his home northwest of Milan. He passed away following an operation due to inflammation 

of the bowels. He had been ill but a few days being stricken with acute pains last Tuesday. 

He was born in Lepsic, Ohio, October 15, 1872 and died September 8, 1919 at the age of 46 

years, 10 months and 23 days. His early life was spent on the farm near Lepsic. He was 

married in 1897 to Miss Florentine Lampie at Landorf, Ohio. [Note: her name is spelled in 

the newspaper “Lampie.”] Eight years ago Mr. Siefker and his family moved to Michigan 

buying the McIntyre farm northwest of town and has prospered in his venture winning for 

himself the reputation of being a very efficient farmer.  Besides a widow he leaves ten 



children, four boys and six girls: Joseph, aged 20; Bernard, aged 13; Felix aged 9; Andrew, 

aged 7; Cornialia, aged 21; Rosa, aged 18; Theresa, aged 16; Mary, aged 11; Agnes, aged 4; 

Margaret aged 2, all of whom are living at home. Burial services were held at Marble Park 

Cemetery Wed. afternoon. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 2 page 10, also Vol. 2 p37 

Siefker and 

Neckel 

The Siefkers in Milan are related to the Neckel family.  See “Neckel” for more info. 

Siefker 

Joseph 

See Siefker, John. The brothers John and Joseph died in the same auto accident. 

Siefker 

Marguerite 

Miss Marguerite Seifker (spelled “Seifker” in newspaper) married Arthur Schmenk at 9 a.m. 

at Immaculate Conception Church. The bride’s brother is Andrew Seifker. Bride is daughter 

of Mrs. F. J. Seifker, living west of Milan. Groom is proprietor of Sinclair gas station at the 

corner of Dexter and County Streets. In the evening a bridal shower was held at Ostrander’s 

Hall, followed by dancing. (Handwritten note says “Dec. 26, 1936”). Source: Genealogist 

Friend 

Siefker 

Mary 

Mary Catherine Siefker was 8 years old when she came to Milan with her family, including 

her father John Siefker.  Mary was 10 years old when her father died. Source: Sister Pat 

Neckel, daughter of Mary Siefker. 

Seifker, 

Mary Helen 

Note: Newspaper spells her name “Seifker.” Headline: Married Wednesday at Church 

Wedding.  Handwritten note: June 25, 1930.  Yesterday, Wednesday morning, the Church of 

the Immaculate Conception was the scene of a wedding when Miss Mary Helen Seifker, 

daughter of Mrs. Florence Seifker, and Frances Neckel, son of Mrs. Mary Neckel, were 

united in marriage. The Rev. Father L. J. Lainge officiated.  Miss Siefker was given in 

marriage by her grandfather, Mr. Bernard Lampke. (White satin gown etc.) Bridesmaids 

were Miss Agnes Siefker and Miss Louise Neckel. Flower girls: Marie Neff and Florence 

Roberts. Ring bearer: Edward Bakies. Best men: Michael Neckel, brother of the groom, and 

Felix Seifker, brother of the bride. Joseph Seifker and Joseph Livernois seated the guests. 

Wedding breakfast held at the Neckel home.  Source: Friend of Genealogist Vol. 5 page 86 

Siefker, 

Theresa 

Miss Theresa Siefker married Clifford J. Neff last Saturday at Annunciation Church of 

Akron, Ohio. (Handwritten note says 1925.) Both of them are well known in and around 

Milan. Maid of Honor: Miss Mary Siefker, sister of the bride, dressed in lavender. Ring 

Bearer: Walter Burris, cousin of the bride. Bridesmaid: Miss Alma Lampe. Groomsman; 

Joseph Siefker. Flower girls: Marguerite Siefker and Marguerite Easterday. Bride in white 

satin etc.  She came forward on the arm of her uncle, Felix Lampe, who gave her away.  The 

wedding dinner was given at the home of MM Bernard Lampe of Brimfield, Ohio. The 

newlyweds will live at 59 Forrest St., Akron. Source: Genealogist Friend Volume 5 page 29. 

Sigworth Dorothy and Dick Sigworth both attended the 1951 Christmas Party for the Fire Department. 

Sigworth 

Jeffrey 

Jeffrey L. Sigworth, Sept. 27, 1954 to June 7, 2007. MILAN: Jeffrey L. Sigworth, 52, of 

Milan, died Sunday. Cremation has taken place. Graveside service at Marble Cemetery. He 

was the son of Richard and Dorothy (Dunsmore) Sigworth. He married Jackie Stambaugh 

July 26, 2004. He worked for Ford Motor Co. Visteon. He graduated from Milan High 

School. Survived by parents, by a brother, Kim (Penny) of Williamston,a nd a sister Beverly 

Smith of Milan. 

Sigworth 

Richard 

Richard E. Sigworth was born June 4, 1917 in Ohio. On Oct. 22, 1937, he married Dorothy 

Dunsmore of Milan. He served on the Milan Fire Dept. He was employed by Milan Lumber 

and later by Fingerle Lumber. Served on Milan City Council. He died Oct. 8, 2008. Buried 

Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Bev Smith. 

Silk  

Paul 

Paul Martin Silk was born June 26, 1909. Father: Damean (name scribbled) A. Silk, 30, 

barber, born in Ontario. Mother: Alice Holcomb, 21, born in Milan Township. Number of 

children born to this mother:  Paul is the first.  Source: Milan village birth records. 

 

 

SILL 
Sill 

Alice 

Alice Sill was born Nov. 9, 1840, daughter of Thomas G. Sill. She died Sept. 19, 1918. She 

was buried in Dexter, Mich.  Married Russell Reeves, the nephew of Sayre Reeves.  Alice’s 

uncle was Deforest Phelps.  See also “Alice Reeves.” 

Sill  

Almira 

Almira Sill was the head of the household when the Census taker came to her home Oct. 1, 

1850. She was living in Dexter village, age 50, born in NY, with $400 in real estate and 

$200 in personal property such as horses.  Her children in the home included George S, 16; 



Charles,12; Alice,11; and Ellen, 8. 

Sill  

Almira 

Almira Sill was living in Scio Township, in the Dexter PO, when she answered the 1860 

census as head of household.  She was 50, with real estate $400, personal property $20, b. 

NY.  Others in the home were Charles,21, farmer; Alice, 20,”Tayloress” Ellen, 18, 

(Servant?).     

Sill  

Almira 

Almira Sill was 60 and living in Dexter Village when the census taker arrived.  She said she 

was born in Vermont, and her real property was worth $800, personal property also $800. 

She had only one person living with her, Alice, age 29, born in Mich., who was teaching 

music. 

Sill  

Homer 

Homer E. Sill was b. Jan. 1863. He was 39 when 1900 census taker came around. He had 

been married 13 years. He was a hardware dealer. He rented his home. He lived in Village of 

Milan on Monroe county side.  His wife, Catherine, was b. July 1860, was married 13 years. 

She had 2 children, and 2 are still living. 

Sill Homer Sill elected Village Trustee on March 19, 1898. 

Sill  

C. T. 

On Jan. 31, 1896, C. T. Sill insures his house. The house alone has an insured value of $800 

(which is quite a bit.)  He did not insure the contents.  Located on the south side of Main 

Street, it is a two story frame dwelling. 
Sill  

Charles 

Charles T. “Sills” was b. Nov. 1836 and was 63 when census taker arrived at his door in 

1900. He had been married 38 years. He was b. in Mich, both parents b. in NY. He owns his 

home free and clear, no mortgage. Home located in Village of Milan, Monroe county side. 

Wife is Mary E. Sills (see separate listing). NOTE: Correct spelling is probably Sill, not 

Sills.  See also Thomas Sill. 

Sill  

Charles J. 

Charles J. Sill was in Milan township when the census taker arrived in 1910 (check date). He 

was 63 years old, born in Nov. 1836. Occupation: “Nothing.”  Wife: Mary E. born Nov. 

1840, age 59. Daughter in the home, Alma, born 1865. 

Sill  

Charles T. 

Charles T. Sill lived in Dexter Village in 1870 during the census.  He was 29, b in Mich., a 

hardware merchant. His wife Mary was 29, b in Mich.  Son Homer B. 6, b in Mich. 

Daughters Alma, 4, and Jessey, 2.   [Note: Homer’s middle initial is “C.”] 

Sill  

Charles 

Charles Sill was 42 living in Wyandotte for the 1880 census.  He was a hardware merchant.  

Wife, Mary, 39, born Mich.  Homer, 16, worked as a clerk in a store. Alma, 14, and Jessey, 

12, the girls, were b in Mich. 
Sill 

Charles T. 

Charles T. Sill, 63, born in Nov. 1836, was living in Village of Milan, Monroe county side, 

for the 1900 census. He was neighbors with Sally Hack, so he lived on E. Main St.  Mary, 

59, born Nov.1840, married 38 years, had 3 children, 2 of them living.  Alma Sill, age 34, 

born June 1865, was in the home. 

Sill  

H. C. 

In about 1900, a picture of the downtown shows H. C. Sill’s hardware on E. Main, north side 

of the street. 

Sill H. A map of 1896, Monroe County, includes a map of the Village of Milan. This map shows H. 

Sill owning property along East Main Street just across the street from the Village Office 

(now the Old Fire Barn).  Going east from that property, would be J. Gauntlett property then 

C. T. Sill.  Going west, would be M. Vincent and then Dr. A. G. Mesic. 

Sill  

Homer C. 

March 10, 1896. Seller: Homer C. Sill and wife Catharine G. Sill of Milan township. Buyer: 

George F. Minto also of Milan twp. Price: $1,200.  Property: Babcock Hotel.  This deed 

reserves an alley along the back of the property for animals and vehicles to pass freely.  

Witness: William B. Minto. Notary public: Frank Trussell. L. 138 p. 45 

Sill 

Homer C. 

Homer C. Sill, 37, born Jan. 1863, was a hardware dealer in Milan Village when 1900 

census was taken. Catherine, 39, born July 1860, married 13 years, 2 children, and 2 children 

living, she was b in NY.  Maribel, age 11, b March 1889. Charles H., 9, born May 1891. 

Sill  

Homer C. 

Homer C. Sill was 47 when the 1910 census taker came to his home in Milan township. 

[born about 1863]. His occupation: hardware dealer. Spouse: Catharine E. Sill age 39. They 

were married 13 years. Daughter Maribel Sill age 11, and son Charles H. Sill age 9.  Their 

neighbors: William and Maria Stimpson, Charles J. Sill, James and Charlotte Gauntlett. 

Source: 1910 census. 

Sill  

Homer C. 

On Feb. 24, 1896, Homer C. Sill paid $61.34 for the Babcock Hotel. The seller was Warren 

Babcock, incompetent, through his guardian James Doyle. The property included much of 

Lot 1, Edwards Platt. Included 66 feet along Front Street at the corner of Tolan St. Washt 

Register Deeds, L 131 p. 498. 

Sill 

Jessie 

Jessie Sill died Oct. 22, 1888 in Detroit at the age of 21. She was single, female. Her parents 

were Charles and Mary Sill.  Source: Ron Morey 



Sill  

Jesssie 

Jessie H. Sill, she was b in Debroit Oct. 23, 1888, son of Charles and Mary Sill. Source: 

Dexter Historical Museum. 

Sill  

Mary 

Mary E. Sills was b. Nov. 1840 and was 59 when the 1900 census was taken. She was living 

with her husband of 38 years, Charles T. Sills. She was b. in Mich. Note: See Thomas Sill. 

Sill 

Mary 

Mary E. Sill, 69, had 3 children, 2 of them still living, according to 1910 census. She lived 

on East Main Street in Milan Village.  Also in the home, Alma, 40, single, a bookkeeper in 

an agriculture implement store.    

Sill 

Thomas 

Thomas Sill married Almira Phelps Oct. 24, 1832 in Washtenaw County, according to 

marriage records.  Probably married in or near Dexter.  Source: Ron Morey 

 

Sill 

Thomas 

In 1840, Thomas G. Sill and his family were found in Dexter.  He was a male 30-39 and his 

wife was a female 30-39.  There were three children, a son age 0-4, a daughter 0-4,and a son 

5-9.    

Sill 

Thomas 

Thomas Sill was born in NY and came to Michigan in1828. He was a pioneer businessman 

of Dexter, where for many years he was known as a commission merchant. In 1832, he 

married Almira Phelps, who was born in Enosburg, VT, March 17, 1810.  In 1828, Almira 

came to Michigan.  She married Thomas Gillman Sill four years later, in 1832.   Thomas Sill 

died in 1842, leaving Almira with a family of small children, the oldest being only nine.  

Almira stayed in the Dexter area until her death, March 24, 1892, at age 82.  She had five 

children, of whom one daughter died as a baby.  Her children were: (1) George S. Sill, born 

about 1833. Dexter businessman. He manufactured cans in Detroit, with up to 100 

employees.  He retired in 1900 and died June 4, 1904, at age 71.  (2) Charles T. Sill. Born in 

Dexter Nov. 29, 1837. He went into the hardware business. His wife:  Mary Reeves, 

daughter of Sayre and Betsy Reeves.  He settled in Milan in a home next door to Mary’s 

brother, William C. Reeves. He and Mary had a son and 2 daughters. Charles died Dec.10, 

1903.  (3) Alice Sill, born unknown date. Married Russell C. Reeves , date unknown. (4) 

Ellen M. Sill, b. March 24, 1843, was married June 8, 1870 to E. Appleton.  Ellen died Jan. 

16, 1885.  Source: Past and Present Washtenaw County, 1906, page 219. 

SILLTIMELINE 
1828 Thomas Sill came to Michigan from NY in 1828. He was a businessman in Dexter. In 1832, he 

married Almira Phelps who was born March 17, 1810 in Vermont. She also came to Michigan 

in 1828. They were married in 1832 Thomas died in 1842 leaving her with children, including 

Charles   

1837 Charles T. Sill was born in Dexter Nov. 29, 1837. 

1845 Ssayre Reeves shoots and kills DeForest Phelps at the Dexter flour mill in a dispute about the 

dam. Sayre blames the mill for flooding his home. Sayre didn’t own the home.  DeForest relied 

on the mill to grind his wheat so it could be sent by railroad to buyers out east. 

1870 

census 

1870 census: Charles T. Sill lived in Dexter Village in 1870 during the census.  He was 29, b in 

Mich., a hardware merchant. His wife Mary [Reeves] was 29, b in Mich.  Son Homer B. 6, b in 

Mich. Daughters Alma, 4, and Jessey, 2. [Note: Homer’s middle initial is “C.”]  NOTE: Charles 

was the nephew of DeForest Phelps, who was shot to death by Sayre Reeves in a dispute over 

the Dexter mill dam. 

1880 1880 census Charles Sill, 42, hardware merchant, in Wyandott. With wife Mary. His son Homer 

age 16, worked as a clerk in a store. Two daughters, Alma, 4, and Jessey, 2. 

1896 On Jan. 31, 1896, C. T. Sill insures his house. The house alone has an insured value of $800 

(which is quite a bit.)  No record of insurance on the contents.  Located on the south side of 

Main Street, it is a two-story frame dwelling 

1896 

Feb 

Feb. 24, 1896-- Homer C. Sill paid $61.34 for the Babcock Hotel. The seller was Warren 

Babcock, incompetent, through his guardian James Doyle. The property included much of Lot 

1, Edwards Platt. Included 66 feet along Front Street at the corner of Tolan St. Washt Register 

Deeds, L 131 p. 498. 

1896 

March 

March 10, 1896. Seller: Homer C. Sill and wife Catharine G. Sill of Milan township. Buyer: 

George F. Minto also of Milan twp. Price: $1,200.  Property: Babcock Hotel.  This deed 

reserves an alley along the back of the property for animals and vehicles to pass freely.  

Witness: William B. Minto. Notary public: Frank Trussell. L. 138 p. 45 Washtenaw Register 

Deeds. 

1900 

census 

1900 census. Charles T. Sill, 63, born in Nov. 1836, was living in Village of Milan, Monroe 

county side. Sally Hack lived close by, so Charles must have lived on E. Main St.  He owned his 



Charles 

Sill 

home free and clear, no mortgage. Mary, 59, born Nov. 1840, married 38 years, had 3 children, 

2 of them living.  Alma Sill, age 34, born June 1865, was in the home. 
1900 About 1900, a picture of the downtown shows H. C. Sill’s hardware on E. Main, north side of 

the street. 

1900 

census 

Homer 

1900 census.  Homer C. Sill, 37, born Jan. 1863, was a hardware dealer in Milan Village. 

Catherine, 39, born July 1860, married 13 years, 2 children, and 2 children living, she was b in 

NY.  Maribel, age 11, b March 1889. Charles H., 9, born May 1891 

1903 1903 Charles Sill died Dec. 10, 1903. PROBABLY NOT TRUE.  He had 3 children, son and 

two daughters. Settled in Michigan next to Mary’s brother, William Reeves. 

1910 

Charles 

1910 census. Charles J. Sill in Milan township in 1910. He was 63 years old, born Nov. 1836. 

Occupation: “Nothing.” Wife Mary E. born Nov. 1840. He was 63, born in Nov. 1836. Daughter 

in home, Alma, born 1865. Question: when did Charles J. Sill die? 

1910 

Homer 

1910 ccensus. Homer C. Sill age 47 in Milan township. (Born about 1863.) Occupation: 

Hardware dealer. Spouse: Catherine E. Sill age 39. They were married 13 years. Daughter 

Maribel Sill age 11, and son Charles H. Sill age 9. Individuals living bery close by in census 

recordds: William and Maria Stimpson, Charles J. Sill, James and Charlotte Gauntlett. 

 

SIMMONS 
Simmons 

Charles 

Charles Simmons, Co. B. 1st Mich. Inf. Source: Maple Grove Cemetery, Dundee twp. 

Simmons 

Thomas 

Thomas B. Simmons was b about 1772 in Rhode Island (1850 census). Probably lived in NY 

before coming to Michigan. He served in War of 1812 from NY. He was residing in Augusta 

Twp during 1845 Michigan State census. In 1850, he lived in Augusta Twp with Joseph and 

Priscilla Talcott family; she was b NY. He died Sept. 23, 1855 at age 83 (gravestone Childs 

Cemetery) 
Simon  

Ben 

Ben Simon was the only attorney in Milan for quite a while.  He lived in Dundee.  He was a 

stockholder at the bank (Milan State Bank or People’s Bank.)  When the bank holiday 

occurred, he was appointed to oversee the depositors.  In Milan, the depositors got 100% of 

their money back over time; in some other communities, the banks were insolvent so the 

result was different.  Source:  Bill Squires. 

Simon Ben Ben Simon was partners with Oliver and Alberta Curry. Business: Curry Clothes, located at 

former Minto building on NE corner Main and Tolan. 

Simpson N. N. Simpson. 12-6-1893. Bought one year fire insurance policy from Home Insurance for 

$75. $300 on her 2 story frame shingle roof dwelling and millinery shop and express office. 

On the south side of Main Street in Village of Milan. (Note: according to an atlas, her home 

was 104 E. Main St. a couple doors east of Bakery.) Police number 529. 

Simpson N. For information about where she lived in downtown Milan, see “N. Stimpson.” The atlas 

givse her name as “Simpson.” Her first name was “Nancy” and she had a hat shop. 

Sinclair 

Frank 

Frank L. Sinclair, Jan. 20, 1924 to Feb. 9, 2001. That is the inscription on the cremation list 

on the south side of People’s Presbyterian Church, Milan, Mich. 

Sinkule 

Joseph 

Joseph Sinkule was in the “Retail Trucks” business, and lived at 44 W. Main St., according 

to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Sinkule Joe Joe Sinkule was an auto dealer. Discusssed in WBW in 1992 as a multi part series:  July 29, 

Aug. 5, Aug. 12, Aug. 19, and Sept. 2. 

Sinkule Sinkule Motor Sales ran a display ad in Milan Leader May 13, 1954. Located at 44-46 Main 

St. Ad emphasizes the ’54 Ford. 

Sissem William J. Sissem accepted as Marshall by the Village of Milan, April 1898. 

Sissem Wm Married Dec. 25 at the home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. L. Barnes, Miss Maggie Barnes, to 

Wm. Sissem. Rev. F. O. Jones officiating. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 6, page 5, Milan 

Public Library. 

Sissem 

Everil 

Everil Sissem, better known as “Bob” died at his home in Coldwater Sunday May 2 [1943]. 

He was the youngest son of William and Maggie Barnes Sissem and spent his boyhood days 

in Milan. Funeral held in Coldwater. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 7, page 19. Note: see 

“Barnes, Nellie” in the Last Name List. 

Skees 

Bessie 

Bessie Margaret Young Skees married Martin Skees 

Skees 

Martin 

Martin Skees died last Monday at the State Hospital in Pontiac. The remains arrived here 

Tuesday on Wabash train no. 5, and taken to undertaking parlors (Blackmer). Marble park 



cemetery.  Source: obit in Milan Leader, Thursday Dec. 21, 1911. 

Skees 

Martin 

Martin Thomas Skees was b April 29, 1877 in Evansport, Ohio. (His father, William Skees, 

was b 1829 and died 1908). Martin died of pneumonia Dec. 19, 1911 in Pontiac, Mi. Buried 

Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: Marjorie Rooks. 

Skees 

William 

William Skees was b 1829 in Connecticut and died 1908 in Evansport, OH. Buried in 

Evansport. His wife was Mary Ayers, b 1836 in Conn. And died 1939 in Evansport. They 

had six children, Minnie b 1870; Jenny b.1864; John; Elmer; Melvin; Martin. 

Skiff Lulu 

May 

Mrs. Lulu May Skiff passed away at her home on Hitchingham Road, London township, 

Wednesday afternoon after a prolonged illness. She was 65 years old, having been born in 

Little Coley, Penn. Dec. 28, 1875. On Dec. 21, 1898 she married Arthur Skiff in Bowling 

Green, Ohio, and he passed away at their home Nov. 15, 1940. In 1909 they moved to 

Michigan and have resided at the farm on Hitchingham road ever since. She is survived by 

one son, Roy, who lives at home, and five grand children. One brother, Ray C. Harris of 

Cantor, Ohio, and Luther Harris of Newton Falls, Ohio. Rev. Johnson will preach the funeral 

sermon. Interment will be at London cemetery. (Handwritten note says “1941 July 23.”) 

Source:  obituary in Genealogist Friend, Vol. 4, page 71, at Milan Public Library. 

Slater Jenna Jenna Slater was b. July 21, 1869 in Ypsilanti, but her parents resided in York twp. so her 

birth certificate was handled in York. Her father John Slater, farmer, and mother Mary M. 

Slater, both b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 121. 

 

SMITH 
Smith 

Albert 

Albert B. Smith had a print shop in 1881 and decided to use it to start a newspaper, Milan 

Leader.  Smith was also agent for American Express Company.  According to 1880 

“Michigan State Gazeteer and Business Directory” Smith and Putnam were Job Printers in 

Milan.  Then the “Milan Leader” was first published Feb. 15, 1881. 

Smith 

Albert 

Boynton 

At age 72, Alfred* Boynton Smith died at his home in California early this month [late 1930 

or early 1931]. He was an old pioneer of Milan.  Mr. Smith was born in Flint in 1859 but as 

a young man came to Milan, then a small but thriving little country town.  After several 

ventures in business, in 1881, Mr. Smith together with A. E. Putnam published the first 

edition of The Milan Leader.  Several journalistic efforts had been attempted before starting 

The Leader, but the spirit of youth was with Mr. Smith and for fifty years, the Leader has 

been published uninterruptedly and has been the home town newspaper of the community. 

After leaving Milan, Mr. and Mrs. Smith went to California where the weather was not so 

severe and for a number of years Mr. Smith was publisher and editor of the Pacific Grove 

Review.  Their beautiful home on the Monterey Peninsula was frequently visited by Milan 

residents who were traveling through the state. 

Mr. Smith had been in ill health for some time and a little more than a year ago he was 

forced to retire from active management of the paper.  He was critically ill for several weeks 

before his death. 

Mr. Smith was a member of Milan Lodge, No. 323, F. and A. M. and retained his 

membership here [in Milan]. He was laid to rest near the home which he loved [in 

California].  Mrs. Smith survives. Source: Milan newspaper obit.  Note:  This obit contains a 

mistake his name was Albert, not Alfred. 

Smith  

A.B. 

Albert Boynton Smith died in Monterey county, California. He was married to Mina Smith 

at time of his death.  His age was 71 years, 8 months, and 11 days. His occupation: retired. 

Date of death: Jan. 2, 1931.  Cause: Cerebral hemorrhage, and senility contributed to his 

demise.  Birthplace: Flint, MI. Father: Alexander Smith, born in NY. Mother: Kezia Smith, 

born in Ohio. Length of residence in Monterey: 16 years.  Length of residence in California: 

31 years. Signed by Mina M. Smith of Pacific Grove, CA. 

Smith  

A. B. 

In 1889 Albert B. Smith sold his newspaper business to William Houseman (according to 

Way Back When Sept. 17, 1997).  Then Houseman sold to Frank Gates.  Gates erected a 

new building on W. Main Street (between the Jones Insurance and Latham Furniture).  In 

1913, he sold to L. B. Johnson. 

Smith  

Mrs. Albert 

Elmina (Mina) M. McNeill was married to Albert B. Smith on Sept. 25, 1882 according to 

records in Washtenaw County, Michigan. 

Smith  

A. B. 

Mr. A. B. Smith may have been married in December 1882, because he and his wife sent out 

engraved invitations to their friends for a reception Dec. 27, 1882.  Among the guests: Mr. 

and Mrs. J. Henry Ford, a local merchant.  Note: it was easy for Mr. Smith to send engraved 



invitations, with his and his wife’s portrait on the front, since he ran a print shop! 

Smith 

Albert 

His full name was Albert Boynton Smith. He was born in Flint in 1859.  He came to Milan 

“as a young man.”  He published the first edition of the Milan Leader in 1881.  He already 

had a print shop.  He eventually went to California with his wife.  He was the publisher and 

editor of the Pacific Grove Review on or near the Monterey Peninsula.  He died Jan. 2, 1931.  

He was 72 years old when he died. 

Smith 

Albert 

Albert B. Smith came to the Milan area with his grandfather and his great-grandfather. They 

were following William Hanson, who had come to the Milan area 10 years previously. They 

were all farmers. 

Smith, 

Albert 

Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Smith held a big party at their home Dec. 27, 1882, which was a 

“reception” and resulted in dozens of lovely gifts.  Among the guests:  J. Henry Ford, a local 

merchant, who went in on a gift with Charles M. Blackmer and C. H. Kelsey, also local 

merchants.  One of the guests, Alexander Smith, may have been a brother or father of A. B. 

Smith.  Several guests were Van Wormer family members, perhaps they were also related to 

the Smiths. 
Smith 

Albert 

Albert Boynton Smith, 73, died in Monterey [California] as the result of a lingering illness.  

He was a native of Michigan.  A resident of the [Monterey] peninsula for 16 years, Smith 

was for ten years the editor of the old Pacific Grove "Review".  Prior to that he edited the 

"Los Gatos Mail."  Burial in El Carmelo cemetery at Pacific Grove. Source: Monterey 

Peninsula Herald, January 2, 1931.  M. Rooks. 
Smith 

Albert Mrs. 

Mrs. A. B. Smith, widow of former Pacific Grove newspaper publisher, passed away at her 

home, 209 Seventh street, June 26, 1933.  She had lived in Pacific Grove for more than 20 

years.  Her husband, the late A. B. Smith, was for many years the publisher and editor of the 

Pacific Grove Review.  A sister, Mrs. A. E. Putnam of Washington, Iowa survives Mrs. 

Smith.  She is also survived by several nieces and nephews.  Funeral conducted by Ocean 

Spray Chapter, Order of Eastern Star, of which Mrs. Smith was a member.  Burial in El 

Carmelo cemetery.  Source: Monterey Peninsula Herald, and M. Rooks. 
Smith 

Albert 

Albert Smith born Sept. 18, 1882 in London twp. Father: Charles Smith, farmer. Mother: 

born in Pennsylvania.  Source: Monroe birth records. (unrelated to Albert Boynton Smith) 

Smith 

Albert 

Edwin D. Ayres, 29, b. Mi, parents b. NY, hotel clerk. Wife Evaline Ayres, 25, b. NY, 

milliner. Dau. Irena Ayres, 7, b. MI. Son Geo. W. Ayres, 1, b. MI. Also in home: Albert 

Smith, 23, “Tends barn,” SWM. Allen Hanson, 52, b. NY, carpenter. David Woodard, 70, 

Petafoger, SWM, b. NY. Alfonzo Mantonye, 46, b. NY, SWM, Bores Wells.  Catherine 

Dubre, 28, b. MI, works in hotel, parents b. NY, SWF. Martha Van  Housen, 15, b. MI, 

father b. Germany, SWF, “Waiter.” York twp census 1880, village of Milan. 
Smith 

Alexander 

Alexander Smith and Kezia Smith were married Dec. 5, 1855 in Montross, Genessee county, 

Michigan.  Alexander was born April 1833, and died Dec. 6, 1895 in Milan.  Kezia was born 

Dec. 1840 in Ohio and died Oct. 15, 1907 in Adrian, Lenawee county, Michigan. Source: 

Karen Wheaton.  Their children included A. B. Smith.  See “Kezia Smith.” 

Smith Betty See Elizabeth Smith of Milan 

Smith 

Burty 

Burty Smith, a baby girl, was born Jan. 23, 1882 in Milan (twp?). Father: Charles Smith, 

laborer. Mother: Helen Smith, both born in Michigan. Source: Birth records Monroe county. 

Smith 

Carrie 

Carrie M. Smith was born April 11, 1861 in Flushing, Genessee county, Michgan. Her 

parents were Alexander Smith and Kezia Smith.   She married Charles H. Kelsey on Jan. 1, 

1879. She died March 1, 1926 in Stockton, San Josquin county, Calif. Source: Karen 

Wheaton. 

Smith 

Carrie 

Woolcott 

Mrs. Carrie Woolcott Smith was the sister of Mrs. Samuel Chapin. Carrie b May 8, 1863 in 

Ann Arbor. Died Dec. 31, 1933 age 70 years, 7 mos. 13 days. She married Leonard G. Smith 

June 13, 1883. They had one son who died in infancy, another son Claude Smith died at age 

19. Carrie died at her home on E. Main St. in Milan, handwritten note says Dec. 31, 1933. 

Burial MarblePark Cemetery next to her husband, Len Smith. Source: Genealogist Friend 

Vol. 4 page 40, Milan Public Library. 

Smith 

Caroline 

Caroline Smith born June 26, 1882 in Ash township. Father: Jacob Smith, farmer, born in 

Europe. Mother: Barbara Smith, born in Mich. 

Smith 

Charles A. 

Charles A. Smith Jan. 4, 1825 to Dec. 2, 1897.  Harriet N. Smith, his wife, Oct. 3, 1843, to 

Dec. 19, 1884.  Marble Memorial Cemetery, grave stones.   

Smith 

Charles 

Charles W. Smith, a prosperous farmer in the Milan area, became an officer of the Farmers 

and Merchants Bank of Milan during the later years of the bank. 

Smith Charles Smith, 27, farmer, b. MI, both parents b. England. London twp census of 1880 



Charles provides this info. Wife: Harriett, 28, b. Pennsylvania. 

Smith 

Clarence 

Clarence Smith was born 1874, and died in 1874 in Milan.  His parents were Alexander 

Smith and Kezia Smith.  Source:  Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Claud 

Claud Smith, son of Carrie Woolcott and Leonard G. Smith, was born in 1886 and died in 

1905. Marble Park Cemetery. 

Smith 

Clyde 

Clyde E. Smith was born unknown. He died Dec. 19, 1879.  Buried at Marble Park 

cemetery.  His parents were Alexander Smith and Kezia Smith.  Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith Dan 

and Norma 

Dan Smith born Aug. 15, 1941 in Fostoria, OH to Troy and Opal Smith. He graduated from 

Fostoria High School. Became a Level 3 Michigan State Certified Assessor. Took classes at 

Mary Grove College, Univ. of Mich., Eastern Mich. Univ. In 1964 he married Norma Shull; 

they had three children, Randell Scott, Daneen Noe, and Dannielle Alphonse. Dan served as 

City of Petersburg Assessor 1977-2015. He served as assessor in a variety of places, 

including City of Milan in 1975. Appointed Milan City Administrator in 1985, served one 

year. On April 27, 1977, they moved their historic home from 8 Park Lane, Milan, to 213 

Hurd. (Was the Buckley Marble home.) Dan’s wife, Norma, was hired at the Milan Area 

Chamber of Commerce as Administrative Assistant in 1995 and served until 2017. 
Smith 

Desire 

Desire Smith bought 3 years coverage with Home Insurance on Aug.11, 1891. Valued $400 

on two story dwelling on west side of Wabash St. $150 on household furniture. 

Smith  

Dora 

Dora Inez Smith was born June 11, 1872 in Milan, Monroe county. Her parents were 

Alexander Smith and Kezia Smith.  She married John Guy Coe on Oct. 2.,1895. She died 

April 16, 1917.  Marble Park cemetery. Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Edward 

A petition signed by Nathan Stuart, Stephen V. Hitchcock, Henry M. Burt, H. B. Bessac, C. 

H. Wilson, Richard Callis, Isham Hitchcock, Chilson Phillips, Alonzo Mead, Nathan 

Phillips, John Burnham, S. H. Gay, Edward Smith and L. D. Teall requested dispensation for 

a Milan Masonic Lodge, which was granted Jan. 29, 1874. 

Smith 

Elbert 

Elbert Smith was b. March 1855, and he was 45 years old when the census taker arrived in 

1900. He was married 19 years, worked as a farmer. Both his parents were b. England. His 

wife Maryett was b. May 1857, age 43. They had a son living in their home, LeRoy b. Apr. 

1882, age 18, working as farm laborer.   

Smith  

Ella May 

Ella May Smith was born 1870 in Michigan. Her parents were Alexander Smith and Kezia 

Smith.  She died Sept. 3, 1882 in Washtenaw county. Buried in Marble Park cemetery. 

Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth”Betty” Smith, age 93 of Milan, passed away July 28, 2020 at home. Born in 

Detroit Aug. 29, 1927 to George and Della Shine. Her family moved to Port Austin, then in 

1940 to Milan where Betty lived the rest of her life. She graduated from Milan High School 

in 1944. On June 29, 1940, she married Vernon Junior Smith in Milan. He died June 12, 

1992. Betty was an active member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church where she 

sang in the choir. She also served in the Ladies Altar Society. She worked at Young and Ost 

plumbing while raising her children. She was a founding member of the Milan Library 

Board where she served over 20 years. She delivered Meals on Wheels, worked in the Gift 

Shop at Saline Hospital, and volunteered for Aid in Milan 38 years, where she also served as 

president. She is survived by her three children: Susan (Greg) Allen of Tecumseh, David 

Smith of Dearborn, and Timothy (Denene) Smith of Milan; 9 grandchildren, 16 great 

grandchildren, and brother-in-law Bernard Reilly. Preceded in death by sisters Shirley Shine, 

Donna Sponsler, Doris Reilly and daughter-in-law Diane Smith (married to David). Marble 

Park Cemetery.  Monroe News, July 30, 2020 

Smith Etta 

 

see 

“Walter” 

MAYBEE.  Mrs. Etta Smith, 77, of 11492 Wells Rd., Maybee, a member of the Azalia 

United Methodist Church and its United Methodist Women, died this morning in Saline 

Community Hospital following a brief illness. Friends may call tonight in Stevens Funeral 

Home, Milan, where funeral services will be at 2 p.m. Monday. Rev. John A. Landon of 

Azalia United Methodist Church will officiate, and burial will be in Azalia Cemetery. The 

daughter of Arnold and Jane MacDonald, she was born Oct. 31, 1900, in Langside, Ontario. 

She married Walter A. Smith in Nov. 1930 in Monroe. He preceded her in death Oct. 5, 

1962. In addition to church memberships, she was a member of Azalia and Pomona Grange 

groups. Surviving are a son, William W. of Maybee, a stepson, Harold W. Smith of Milan; 3 

stepdaughters, Mrs. Donald (Wylma) Stuart of Milan, Mrs. Allan (Luella) MacDonald of 

Flint and Mrs. Glen (Helen) Beauch of Maybee; a brother, Neil MacDonald of Walkerton, 

Ontario; 2 sisters, Mrs. Alex (Euphemia) Collins of Ypsilanti and Mrs. Dan (Belle) 

MacKinnon of Lucknow, Ontario. 



Smith Eva Eva Smith, of Cone, was the daughter of Henry Smith.  She was b. Sept. 6, 1890. She 

attended Caswell School.  In 1914, she married James Weaver, a farmer in Cone area. 

Smith Eva 1900 census in Milan Township shows Eva Smith, 9, born Sept. 1890 in New York. Her 

father was Henry Smith, born Nov. 1869 in Mich., age 36. Henry’s father was born in 

Germany; his mother was born in Pennsylvania. Eva’s mother was Estella Smith, 38, born in 

New York. Henry’s mother-in-law, Charity Connet, age 80, was living in the household She 

was born in January 1820 in New York. At the time of the census she was a widow; both her 

parents were born in NY. Last names of neighbors look like Cone: Auten, Raymond, Ellis, 

Pennell, Buck, Dennison, Allshouse, and Cone. Those last names suggest the Smith family 

could be living in Cone. Note: Eva Smith was the mother of Jerry Weaver of Milan. 

Smith 

Francis 

Mooreville Cemetery has a headstone for “Fransis” M. Smith (son of John and Betsey Jead 

Smith). He died Feb. 9, 1847 age 1 year and 8 months. 

Smith 

George 

George Smith, farmer, 64 b. England, lives with his wife Eliza, 66, b. England. Census of 

1880, London twp. 

Smith 

George 

George Smith, 30, farmer, b. MI, father b. MI, mother b. PA.  London twp census of 1880. 

Wife Phebe A., 24, b. NY. Son George, 9. Daughter Lizzie, 7.  Son Ervin E., 2.  This family 

lives as close neighbors to Jerome Smith, 34, and Vernon Smith, 23. 

Smith 

Harold 

Dorothy Emeline Hitchingham, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. Hitchingham, became 

the bride of Staff Sergeant Harold W. Smith Wednesday evening, Sept. 1. The bride was 

gowned in white lace. She wore a genuine amethyst necklace which has been an heirloom in 

her mother’s family for many, many years. Her corsage was composed of baby asters, 

mums, gladiolas, and snap dragons. Miss Hitchingham is a graduate of the Lincoln 

Consolidated High School and the Michigan State Normal College [Note: now Eastern 

Michigan Univ.]. She has taught the past three years at the York township school near 

Milan, and has returned to her post again this fall. Sgt. Smith is a graduate of Milan High 

School. He is stationed at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, where he is an aeronautical engineer. The 

marriage took place in Whitehouse, Ohio with Rev. L. Lyle Loomus of the Methodist 

Church officiating. 

Smith 

Henry 
Henry Smith is shown in a photograph of Cone, Michigan, taken in 1907.  He was an adult 

at that time.  He had one child, Eva, born Sept. 6, 1890. 
Smith 

Hiram 

On Dec. 30, 1834, Hiram Smith sold some land on the south side of Milan to Benjamin 

Wilcox for $1,300, recorded Monroe County, Liber O, p. 493-494. (Source: WBW Jan or 

Feb. 1990.) 

Smith 

James 

James Smith born Feb.10, 1882 in Ash township. Father: John S. Smith, farmer, born in NY 

State. Mother: Feba E. Smith, born in Mich. Source: Monroe county birth records. 

Smith 

James 

James Smith born Nov. 28, 1882 in Ash township. Father: John Smith, farmer, born in Mich. 

Mother: Elizabeth Smith, born in Mich. Source: Monroe county birth records. 

Smith 

Jennie 

Jennie Smith was born March 7, 1864 in Michigan. Her parents were Alexander Smith and 

Kezia Smith.  She died Jan. 22, 1894 in Washtenaw county. Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Jerome 

Jerome Smith, 34, farmer, b. England, answered census in London twp in 1880. Wife 

Rebecca, 34, b. Penn. Daughter Ella E., 9, b. MI. Son Daniel W., 8. Son Arthur E., 5. 

Daughter Mary L., 4. Daughter Hattie H. 2.  Lived as close neighbors to George Smith, 30, 

and Vernon Smith, 23. 

 

SMITH, JOHN 
Smith  

John R. 

John R. Smith and Betsey Alsena Mead had six children.  John R. Smith was b. 1811 in NY. 

He died July 11, 1891 in Tecumseh, buried in Brookside cemetery, Tecumseh. His father 

was David Smith, mother was Rachel Roberts.  Betsey was b. 1815 in NY, died May 12, 

1882 in Tecumseh, buried in Brookside. Her father: John Mead, mother: Ruth. Their 

children: (1) Alphonso B. Smith, b. Feb. 1843 in Milan, died March 6, 1930 in Tecumseh; 

married in Milan in 1870 to Josephine F. Jipson. (2) Francis Smith, b. Jan. 1846 in Milan, 

died Feb. 9, 1847 in Milan, buried in Mooreville cemetery.  (3) Franklin A. Smith, b. June 

20, 1847 in Milan, died Dec. 18, 1919 in Tecumseh, Brookside cemetery.  (4) Ezra A. 

Smith, he was b. Feb. 18, 1848 in Milan, died Oct. 9, 1913 in Tecumseh, married about 1874 

to Mary E. (Collum) Goheen.  (5) Jennie L. Smith, b. March 8, 1851 in Milan, died Jan. 13, 

1906 in Tecumseh, buried in Brookside cemetery, married Oct 6, 1887 to Frank R. Page.  (6) 

Harlow B. Smith, b. Jan. 1855 in Milan, died Oct. 26, 1922 in Tecumseh. Source: EL. 

Smith Joseph Smith born Jan. 25, 1882 in Dundee. Father, Joseph Smith, farmer, born in Ohio. 



Joseph Mother: Ida Smith born in Michigan. 

Smith 

Kezia 

Kezia Smith and Alexander Smith had 7 children:  (1) Albert Boynton Smith, born Ap. 14, 

1859 in Montrose, Genessee county, Michigan.  (2) Carrie M. Smith, b. April 11, 1861 in 

Flushing, Genessee county, Mich. (3) Jennie Smith, b. March 7, 1864.  (4) Ella May Smith, 

b. 1870 in Michigan. (5) Dora Inez Smith, b. June 11, 1872 in Milan. (6) Clarence Smith, b. 

1874, died 1874 in Milan. (7) Clyde E. Smith, b. unknown, died Dec. 19, 1879. 

Smith 

Kezia 

Kezia Smith was born Dec. 31, 1840 in Ohio, the daughter of Samuel and Nancy Smith.  

Kezia died Oct. 15, 1907 in Adrian. 

Smith L. L. G. Smith served as Director of District 11 public school in York twp, 1898-1899. Mailing 

address was Milan.  Source: Genealogical society Washt. 

Smith 

Leroy 

Leroy Smith (1882-1955) was the son of Elbert & Maryett (Auten) Smith. He married Lillie 

Stecher. Leroy sometimes went by “Roy.” Source: Ron Miller. 

Smith  

Lucy 

Lucy E. Smith born June 26, 1882 in Ash township. Father: Jerome W. Smith, farmer. 

Mother: Rebecca Smith, born in Pennsylvania.  Source: Monroe birth records. 

Smith  

Lulu 

Lulu Smith born Oct. 4, 1882 in Raisinville. Father: George Smith, born in England, farmer. 

Mother: Viletta Smith, born in NY. 

Smith 

Marcus 

Marcus Smith, resident of York twp, age 20, enlisted Feb. 25, 1862 at Mooreville. Enlisted 

in Co. I  Volunteers First Sharp Shooters Regiment on March 13, 1862. Mustered out July 5, 

1862 at Detroit. (Record of Service of Mich Volunteers 1861-65.) Submitted by Leta 

Knauss. Civil War. 

Smith 

Marcus 

Mooreville Cemetery has a gravestone for Marcus Smith in Find A Grave. Memorial 

number 29542881. Says he died May 3, 1861. No date of birth given. A Masonic symbol is 

visible on gravestone. 
Smith 

Marcus 
Marcus Smith died somewhere in Virginia, based on military records. Regimental history 

shows the 1st MI Cav in Meadow Bridge, Va., May 12, 1864; Milford, Va., May 27, 1864; 

Hawes' Shop, Va., May 28, 1864. Marcus was one of 4 men that were killed accidentally in 

his regiment. Marcus enlisted as a Private on February 25, 1862 at age 20. He enlisted in 

Company I, 1st SS Regiment U.S. Volunteers on Mar 13, 1862.  Received a disability 

discharge from Company I, 1st SS Regiment U.S. Volunteers on July 5, 1862 at Detroit. 

Discharged for disability (loss of voice). Marcus enlisted as a Corporal on October 19, 1863 

at age 22.  Enlisted in Company I, 1st Cavalry Regiment Michigan on 23 Oct 1863. 

Accidentally killed Company I, 1st Cavalry Regiment Mich on May 20, 1864.  Source: 

Loretta Dunham, Pres Monroe Genealogical Society, Aug. 2012. She checked for a pension 

application for Marcus, but didn't find one.  (Civil War) 
Smith Mary Mary Ethel Smith was born Oct. 31, 1900 and died Jan. 14, 1978. Funeral held at Stevens 

Funeral Home, Milan, with Rev. John L. Landon officiating. Burial at Azalia Cemetery. 

Source: funeral pamphlet.  Note: she may be wife of Walter A. Smith. 

Smith 

Moses 

Moses Smith was born Jan. 1809 in Maine, and died July 25, 1846 in Raisinville, Monroe 

county, Michigan. He was the father of Alexander Smith, and grandfather of A. B. Smith.  

Moses was married to Hannah Acker (Acer) born 1811. Hannah died April 19, 1879 in East 

Milan (Azalia), Monroe County, Michigan. Moses had a sister, Susannah, who married 

William Hanson.  See “William Hanson.”  Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Oliver 

Oliver H. Smith lived in York Twp for the 1860 census. Other sources say he was born in 

Iowa and moved back there after serving in the Union Army during the Civil War; also say 

his father was Arthur Smith, mother Lorina or Laura Washburn Smith. 

Smith 

Samuel 

Samuel Smith was born in 1895 in Pennsylvania.  His wife Nancy was born in 1800 in 

Pennsylvania.  They were the parents of Kezia Smith. Source: Karen Wheaton. 

Smith 

Samuel 

Samuel Smith and his wife Nancy were both born in Pennsylvania.  He was born in 1795, 

her in 1800. They had a daughter, Kezia Smith, born Dec. 31, 1840 in Ohio. Kezia married 

Alexander Smith, and their son was A. B. Smith. 

Smith  

Peter 

Peter Smith was born Aug. 25, 1769 in Maine. He married Susannah Straw on Dec. 20 1792.  

Peter died Jan. 5, 1858 in Montrose, Genessee county, Mich.   Peter was the son of John and 

Elizabeth Smith.  Susannah Straw was the daughter of Wellentine Straw and Sarah Coffin. 

Smith 

Vernon 

Vernon Smith, 23, farmer, b. MI, both parents b. England. London twp census 1880. Wife 

Alice, 21, b. MI, both of Alice’s parents b. Scotland. Daughter Mary A., b. MI, age 2.  

Family lives very close to Jerome Smith and George Smith; could they be brothers? 

Smith 

Walter 

Walter A. Smith started a foundry on Wells Road in London Township in 1937. He was a 

farmer who worked in the local foundries in the winter.  He was working at a Northville 

plant, commuting from his home (11492 Wells Rd., Maybee).  The plant closed, and the 



owner suggested to Walter that if he had a small foundry, there was some work.  Walter was 

born in 1889.  He was married to Edith Kniffer. They had four children, Wylma (Stuart), 

Luella (McDonald), Harold, b. 1917, and Helen (Beauch), b. 1925.  Edith died in 1925.  In 

1930, he was married to Mary Ethel MacDonald, “Etta,” born in 1900. Walter and Etta had 

one child, William W. Smith.   Walter died in 1962. 

Smith 

Walter 

Walter A. Smith, 73, of 11492 Wells Rd., near Maybee, died Thursday afternoon following 

a lingering illness. He was born July 1, 1889 in Milan township, Monroe county, a son of 

Sherman and Luella Smith. He was married on Oct. 20, 1909, in Britain to Edith Kniffen. 

They made their home in Milan. She died April 17, 1925. He was married to Mary (Etta) 

McDonald on Oct. 18, 1930, in Monroe. They made their home at the Wells Road address. 

She survives. He was employed for several years at the American and Ideal furnace 

companies in Milan, and later established the Smith Foundry on Wells Rd. which he 

operated until his retirement. He was a member of the Azalia Methodist Church and the 

Azalia Grange. Besides his wife, he is survived by two sons, Harold of Milan and William of 

Maybee; three daughters, Mrs. Donald (Wilma) Stuart of Milan, Mrs. Allen (Luella) 

McDonald of Flint, and Mrs. Glen (Helen) Beauch of Maybee; a brother, Louis of 

Kissimmee, Fla; etc. A brother, Leon, died in 1941. Funeral will be held at the Stevens and 

Bush Funeral Home, Milan, the Rev. Ronald K. Corl officiating. Burial will be in Azalia 

Cemetery. (Source: newspaper obit clipping)  Note: funeral pamphlet says he was born July 

1, 1889 and died Oct. 4, 1962.   (Note: see also Wylma Sarah Smith. See also “Etta” Smith.) 

Smith 

Walter 

Walter F. Smith (not the same as the Foundry Walter A. Smith) was married April 16, 1902. 

Bride: Mary A. Fleming, 21 of Cleveland.  Walter F. was 24, a resident of Toledo, born in 

Ohio.  Source: Monroe county marriage records.   

Smith 

Walter 

Mr. and Mrs. Al McDowal of Flint spent from Thursday until Sunday with their parents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Walter Smith and family. Mr.and Mrs. Donald Stuart and family of Stony Creek, 

Mr. and Mrs. Alec Collins and family of Ypsilanti and Helen Smith were also Sunday 

visitors. Source: Milan Leader, June 5, 1941, Azalia Happenings. 

Smith 

William 

“Bill” 

William Walter Smith “Bill” was born May 1, 1932 on the family farm along Wells Road in 

London Township. He lived on that farm all his life.  His parents were Walter and Etta 

MacDonald Smith.  He graduated from Milan High School in 1951.  On July 11, 1959 he 

married Carole Reume in Raisinville Twp.  He took over his father’s business, Smith 

Foundry, which was operated in a former chicken coop in the back yard near the house on 

Wells Road.  Bill collected vintage cars and other antiques. He had two sons.  He died 

March 30, 2010; buried at Azalia Cemetery. 

Smith 

Wylma 

Wylma Sarah Smith was born in Macon, Lenawee County, Aug. 9, 1910. Her father, Walter 

A. Smith of Milan, was 21. Mother: Edith May Kniffin of Milan, age 19. This was the first 

child born to these parents.  Source: birth certificate. 

Smuck 

Alice 

Alice Smuck was born Alice Jane Lamkin, b. Aug. 10, 1871.  She was the daughter of Elijah 

and Delilah Lamkin.  She married George Smuck April 14, 1889 in Augusta twp.  Her 

children were Ethel and Willis.  She died in 1952.   See photos #3309 and 3311 

Smuck 

Alice 

Alice J. Smuck, 81, a lifetime resident of Milan, died at her home, 14255 Tuttle Hill Road. 

She was born Aug. 10, 1871 in Lenawee County, the daughter of Elijah and Martha Lamkin. 

She was brought to London Township as an infant. On April 14, 1888 she married George 

W. Smuck, who died April 20, 1938. She was a member of Oakville Methodist Church. 

Survived by son, Willis of Munesing, and daughter, Ethel Webster of Oakville. Burial in 

London Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. See also Find a Grave 

number 83129733 . 
Smuck 

George 

George Smuck was born in 1865 in Canada. He was a baby when his parents moved to 

Milan Township in 1865.  His parents were John Smuck and Catherine Ferrier.  He had a 

younger sister, Lotie. While he was a child, his family moved to London twp. George 

married Alice Lamkin April 14, 1889 in Augusta township. She was the daughter of Elijah 

and Delilah Lamkin. Source: Leta Knauss. 

Smuck 

George 

George Smuck enjoyed fishing and he liked to race trotters (horses) at the Milan Fair 

Grounds (Gauntlett’s private race track). Source: Way Back When, by Warren Hale, Dec. 

28, 1982, at Milan Public Library 

Smuck 

John 

John Smuck was born about 1840 in Canada. He immigrated to Milan twp in 1865 with his 

wife Catherine and infant son George.  Source: Leta Knauss. See also Find a Grave 

83130077 . 
Smuck Mrs. David Newcomb, 76, died Sunday. (Handwritten note says Aug. 15, 1943). She was the 



Mrs. 

Newcomb 

daughter of John and Catherine Smuck. She was b in London Township Feb. 3, 1867. On 

Jan. 3, 1899 she married David Newcomb at Oakville. She was a member of the Ladies of 

the Maccaees. Survived by her husband and by a niece, Mrs. Ethel Webster, and nephew, 

Willis Smuck, both of Milan. Burial Marble Park Cemetery. 

Smuck 

Willis 

Mrs. Willis Smuck had a baby boy at Beyere’s Hospital in Ypsilanti, but the baby did not 

live. She had her mother with her at the time, Mrs. W. J. Orr. Feb. 1930. Source: Genealogist 

Friend Vol. 5 page 81. 

 

SNELL 

Snell  

Alice 

Alice A. Snell died Dec. 28, 1938 at age 70. She died at her home in Milan on E. Main St.  

She was born in London township Feb. 29, 1868, the second child in the family of ten 

children of Burton Henry Snell and Alica Matilda Snell.  After attending Normal College at 

Ypsilanti, she taught school for 32 years. She lived in London township for 59 years, then 

moved to Milan (village). In her youth, she gave her heart to Christ, London Methodist 

church. She joined the Order of the Eastern Star, and Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union.  After a lingering illness of over a year, she passed away Dec. 28, 1938. She leaves 

four brothers, Elmer of Wyandotte, Will and Harrison of London Township, Milton of San 

Francisco, plus two sisters, Prudence Dentel of Ida, and Goldie Masten of Wyandotte. Her 

sister Ruby and two brothers, Bert and Charles, preceeded her in death.  Burial in London 

cemetery. Source: obituary.  Note: she may have died Dec. 27, 1938. 
Snell 

Amanda 

Amanda E. Haner died June 3, 1919. She was born at Manly’s Station NY Feb. 5, 1838, and 

at an early age came to Michigan with her parents.  They settled on a farm on County Line 

road where she lived until she married George Simonds.  They had a daughter, Mary Eldora 

Cole, who lives in Ypsilanti (in 1919).  On Oct. 22, 1871, she married Milton W. Snell of 

London township. He died seven years ago.  They had three children, Ida M., Nellie L., who 

died about 18 years ago, and John W.  She was active at Seybert church.  Source: obit. 

 

Snell  

Ann 

Ann Snell, 20, of London twp, born in London twp, married Austin Warner on Nov. 26, 

1871 in London twp. by John Bunce, JP.  Mr. Warner was born in Milan (twp) and resided 

there, his occupation was farmer. Witnesses: Arnold T. Bunce and Adaline Thompson.  

Source: Marriage records Monroe County.  Note: Anna would have been born about 1851. 

Snell 

Burton 

Burton H. Snell, 34, was a farmer in London twp when the census taker stopped by in 1880. 

He was b. in NY, his father was b. NY, his mother b. VT.  Wife Alice, 32, b. NY. Her father 

b. Canada, mother b. NY.  Daughter, Ruby E., 13, has occupation, “domestic servant.” She 

was b. in MI.  Daughter Alice A., 12, b. MI. Daughter Prudie L., 10, b. MI. Son Burton H. 

Jr., 8, b. MI.  Son Charles G., 6, b. MI. Son Elmer, 3, b. MI. Son William W., 9 months old, 

b. in September. Also in the home, Henriette C.Snell, mother, age 57, b. VT, both her 

parents were b. NY. 

Snell 

Burton H. 

Burton H. Snell, an active farmer and veterinary surgeon of London twp, was born in New 

York State March 8, 1842. (Civil War.) August, 1861, he enlisted in Co. I, 37th Ill. Inf., as 

private; went to St. Louis, Mo., going into the western army, the regiment being known as 

the Fremont Rifles. He was discharged at Chicago Sept. 20, 1864. He began the study of 

medicine after his discharge, merely for his own benefit. Becoming well versed in the study, 

he was often called upon to prescribe for others. He purchased a farm and gave up the 

practice of medicine. July 16, 1865, he married Alice M. Humphrey, of London, who was 

born in New York State in 1845. They had 7 children. Address. London. Source: History of 

Monroe county, 1890, Wing, p. 33. 

Snell 

Charles 

Charles Snell, 28, of London, born in Mich., occupation farmer, was married Nov. 27, 1902 

by Albert Bond, J. P.*  His parents: Burton H. Snell and Alice Humphrey. The bride was 

Mary Lowe, 22, of London, the daughter of Austin Lowe and Angie Davis.  Source: Monroe 

marriage records.   Note: J.P. stands for “Justice of the Peace.” 

Snell  

Delia 

Edward Kilber Intosh, 25, of Sumner, Gratiot County, was born in Falmouth, ME. His 

occupation: Lumberman. He was wed to Delia Snell, 23, of Ida, born in New Bedford, MA.  

Wedding took place July 14, 1870 in Erie. Witnesses: John E. Snell, a resident of Ida, and 

Levi Buck, resident of Monroe. Source: Marriage records, Monroe County. 

Snell 

Edwin 

Edwin S. Snell died June 6, 1864 at 23 years.  Dept. Mich. GAR Post 281. Source: “old” 

Petersburg cemetery in Summerfield. 

Snell Elmer Elmer Snell was b. Jan. 1877. He was 23 years old, married 2 years, when 1900 census came 

around. Occupation: “Paper hanger.” Owns his own home, subject to a mortgage. His wife, 



Fannie, was b. May 1875. She was 24, married 2 years, and had one child, who was living.  

Also residing in the household: Edith M. Snell, born May 1899, age 1.  Home located in 

Milan Village on Monroe county side.  Source: 1900 census. 

Snell  

Henry 

Henry Snell died Nov. 29, 1871 at London township. He was 53 years, 4 months and 12 

days old. Cause: Tumor. Married. Occupation: Farmer. Born in NY. Parents not named. 

Source: Monroe county death records. 

Snell  

Isaac 

Isaac Snell died at his home in Deerfield (May 3, 1907).  He was about 77 years old and a 

brother o fMrs. Judith Ellis, also of Petersburg.  Rev. C. W. Baldwin officiated, assisted by 

Revs. Rice and McAllister.  Source: obit in Petersburg Sun. 

Snell  

John 

John E. Snell, 33, of Ida, born in Bedford, Mass, occupation farmer. Married to Hortense 

Richardson, 21, of Ida, born in Ida.   Wedding took place April 20, 1875 in Ida.. Witnessed 

by James Richardson and Sylvester Snell, both residents of Ida. Monroe marriage records. 

Note: he would have been born about 1842. 
Snell  

Mary 

Mary Snell died Oct. 4, 1884 at Ida. She was 69 years, 3 months, 2 days old. Cause: fever. 

Born in Connecticut. Sex: Female.  Source: Monroe county death records. 

Snell  

Mary 

Mrs. Mary Snell, wife of Dr. (Sylvester) Snell, died on (Oct. 4, 1884). She was born June 6, 

1912 in Rochester, Mass.  She married Dr. Snell at New Bedford, Mass., June 10, 1832.  In 

1837 they joined a church. In 1850 she and the family moved to a farm near Ida, Michigan. 

In 1875 they moved to the “village” of Ida. There were 10 children, 2 died in infancy.  

Funeral held at the brick church, Rev. Chas. Baldwin preaching.  Source: obit. 

Snell 

Milton 

Milton W. Snell, 27, a resident of Milan twp, born in NY, occupation Teamster, was married 

Oct. 22, 1871 in Milan (twp) by E. T. Howe, JP. The bride was Amanda Simons, 28, of 

London, born in NY. Source: Monroe county marriage records. Note: he would have been 

born about 1844. 

Snell 

Milton 

Milton W. Snell, 36, was b. NY. He answered the census taker in London twp in 1880. His 

occupation: “Commissioner of highways.”  Wife Amanda, 38, b. NY. Daughter Ida May, 8, 

b. MI. Daughter Nellie L., 5. Son John W., 3. 

Snell 

Milton 

Milton W. Snell, farmer, of London (township), was b in Madison county, NY April 5, 

1844.  Sept. 18, 1861, he enlisted in Co. I, 37 th Ill. Vol. Inf. as private. (Various battles 

described.)  On May 15, 1866, he left the military service.  In the fall of 1866 he came to 

Michigan.  On Aug. 22, 1871 he married Amanda E. Simonds, who was born in NY State in 

1841.  They had three children.  Mr. Snell is a member of the G. A. R. (Grand Army of the 

Republic) Dundee post.   Source; Wing, 1890, History of Monroe county. 

Snell 

Milton 

Milton W. Snell, 68, died at his home in London Saturday (July 6, 1912). He was one of the 

oldest residents of London.  He was born April 5, 1844 in Madison county, NY. His parents 

moved to Illinois when he was a small boy. He was still living in Illinois when he was 17 

years old and he enlisted as a private in Company I, 37 th Ill, Vol. Inf.  He fought and was 

discharged from the military May 15, 1866 at Houston, TX.  He rejoined his family, who 

had moved to Michigan.  He married Amanda E. Simonds on Oct. 22, 1871. They had three 

children, Ida M, Nellie, and John W.  One daughter, Ida, became Mrs. C. M. Wayne of 

Milan. Nellie died in about 1901.  The deceased served the township as an official.  Later, he 

was appointed to the London cemetery.  He worked hard to make it beautiful, and that is 

where he was buried.  His funeral at the London church included the IOOF, the Rebeckahs, 

the GAR, and the WRC.  Note: obit gives details of his battle scars.   Note: obit mistakenly 

says he was born in 1854, that is an error. 

Snell Nellie Edward Miller, 24, of Milan (twp?), born in Mich, occupation farmer, was married Oct.11, 

1900 by Henry J. B. Marche, Minister of the M. E. church. His parents: William Miller and 

Jessie Gehtesh. Bride: Nelie Snell, 25, of London (twp), born in Mich., daughter of Milton 

Snell and Manda Hener.  Source:  Monroe county marriage records. 

Snell  

Philip   

Philip C. Snell died (Nov. 6, 1916) at his home in Tecumseh   He was one of Petersburg’s 

early settlers, locating here in 1865.  Later he moved to Monroe, Ida, and Clinton, and ten 

years ago opened a store in Tecumseh. He is survived by his wife, two daughters, and 3 

grandchildren.  Source: Petersburg Sun, Nov. 10, 1916. 

Snell  

Rosa 

Judson L. Jordan, 42, of Palmyra, Lenawee County, and born in Chester, Windsor county, 

NY, was married August 31, 1871 in Petersburg. Mr. Jordan’s occupation: farmer and 

miller. Bride: Rosa J. Snell, 30, of Petersburg, born in Jay, Essex County, NY. Witnesses: 

Susan Snell and Phillip Snell both of Petersburg.  Source: Monroe marriage records. 

Snell  

Sarah 

Charles F. Palmer, 22, a resident of London, born in London (twp), married Sarah J. Snell, 

18, on Aug. 28, 1876 in London (twp).  His occupation: farmer.  She resided in London 



(twp) and was born in Bonnois, IL.  Source: Monroe county marriage records. 

Snell  

Susan 

Susan P. Snell died Dec. 8, 1893, at 81 years. Her husband: Abraham Snell. Source: “old” 

Petersburg cemetery in Summerfield. 

Snell 

Sylvester 

Sylvester Snell died Nov. 4, 1890 at Ida. He was 84 years, 10 months, 9 days old. Sex M. 

Color W. Birthplace NY. Occupation merchant. Marital: Married. Father: Edwin Snell. 

Mother: Mary Snell. Source: Monroe county death records. 

Snell 

Sylvester 

On Tuesday, Nov. 4, 1890, Sylvester Snell died at his residence in Ida, of general debility. 

He was born in Paris, Oneida County, NY and was married in 1832 to Miss Mary Shurtleff 

of New Bedford, Mass.  In 1850, accompanied by his family, he moved to Michigan. He was 

the father of ten children, 8 of whom survive him.   He was buried in Ida. 
Snell 

William 

William Snell, 21, of London (twp), born in Michigan, a farmer, married Ellen Cornell, 18, 

of London, born in Mich., on Nov. 8, 1899 in Azalia.  His parents: Bert Snell and Alice 

Humphrey. Her parents: Chancery Cornell and Electa Carpenter.  Source: Monroe marriage 

records. 

Snell 

William 

William A. Snell died Feb. 15, 1951. He was born at Ida Jan. 7, 1890, the only son of 

Charles and Emma Snell.  He attended the village school. He received business training at 

Detroit Business University. He taught school.  On Oct. 15, 1919 he married Margaret 

Morris. He worked at Monroe State Savings Bank. Source: obit. 

Snell 

William 

William Snell was born in Ida, and died Nov. 23, 1912 in Brookline, Massachusetts. He was 

the brother of Mrs.O. B. Fielding.  Source: news clipping at Monroe historical library. 

Snowball 

Harvy 

Mrs. Mae L. Snowball of Belleville, formerly of Milan, died Monday, Aug (16?) 1954 at age 

73. She was the daughter of Willard and Mary Halstead. She was b. May 15, 1881 in 

London twp. She married Harvy Snowball in Milan Ap. 13, 1900. He died May 26, 1943. 

She is survived by 3 brothers, Oren and Earl Halstead of Milan and Edward of San 

Francisco, and a sister Mrs. Leala Heisler of Battle Creek. Burial Marble Park cemetery. 

Snowball 

William 

William H. Snowball was b. April 15, 1867 in Augusta twp.  Parents were Henry Snowball, 

b. England, and Martha Snowball, b. in Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

 

SOMMER 
Sommer 

Anna 

Anna Sommer was b Nov. 19, 1909, daughter of Peter C. and Cora Sommer. She married 

Edward Grams of Milan on April 27, 1934, their wedding took place in London twp. Her 

husband had a machine shop on Ash Street in Milan which is still standing in 2012. Anna 

died Sept. 27, 2007 in Fennville, MI. Source: Jane Sommer, family history. 

Sommer 

Peter 

Peter and Cora Sommer lived in York township south of Milan-Saline Road. The power 

company went through the area giving names to the local roads.  In this case, someone was 

careless and named the road “Sammer” Road which is a misspelling. Source: Jane Sommer 

of Dundee. 

Sommer 

Peter C. Jr. 

Peter C. Sommer Jr. was born March 20, 1923. He was the son of Peter C. Sr. and Cora 

Sommer. 

Sommer 

Peter Sr. 

Peter C. Sommer, Sr. b March 25, 1873 in Allen County, Ohio near Bluffton. He was the 4th 

child of 11 born to Abraham and Anna (Gerber) Sommer. When he was about two, his 

family moved to Adams County, IN. He was baptized April 21, 1889 at Decatur, IN. In 

1890, the family moved to Pandora, Putnam County, Ohio. On Nov. 15, 1899 he married 

Addie Leora Taylor of Pandora. Source:Jane Sommer 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

Peter was an engineer and fireman, and his new wife Addie was a servant girl, according to 

their marriage application. Addie was b March 9, 1878. Addie and Peter had a son, Harold 

Ester, b April 13, 1901. Addied died two months later and was buried in Pandora Cemetery.  

Peter, Sr. lived with his parents for a while, along with his infant son. Source: Jane Sommer. 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

Peter Sommer, Sr. married Cora Calista Evans of Pandora, Ohio on Nov. 29, 1908. They 

were married in Gilboa, Ohio. Cora was b March18, 1884 at Putnam County, OH. She was 

working in the overall factory in Pandora, OH. Peter was a well driller in business with his 

cousin, John Gerber of Pandora. In 1915, Peter and Cora moved to Michigan with his son 

Harold and with their two daughters, Mary Elizabeth (b July 22, 1911) and Ruth Caroline (b 

Dec. 8, 1913).  He had been farming, doing blacksmith work, and horse trading back in 

Ohio. They purchased some farmland from Silas Briggs in York Twp, sections 17, 18, 19, 

20. Their farm road was later named “Samer” Road. Peter and his son Harold moved the 

family by driving a team of horses pulling a flatbed wagon, loaded with chickens and food. 

They walked the cattle all the way from Ohio. Cora and the three daughters took the train. 



Cora was pregnant: upon arriving in Michigan, she had a daughter, Margaret Estella, Jan. 12, 

1916. Anna started first grade in Mooreville School, Harold attended high school. 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

Peter and Cora Sommer had 7 children: (1) Anna b Nov. 19, 1909 in Ohio; (2) Mary b July 

22, 1911 in Ohio; (3) Ruth, b Dec. 8, 1913 in Ohio; (4) Margaret; b Jan. 12, 1916 in York 

twp; (5) Sidney, b Feb. 2, 1918 in York twp; (6) Louis, b Jan. 6, 1921 in York twp; (7) Peter 

C. Sommer, Jr., b March 20,1923 in York Township, MI. The younger children went to 

Mooreville School at first, then they went to Judd School. The girls graduated from Saline 

high but the boys only finished Grade 8. 
Sommer, 

Peter C. Sr. 

After moving to Michigan, Peter’s sister, Mary Beaney of Ohio, came every spring and fall 

to help make clothing for the family. Peter’s wife Cora didn’t understand German but Peter 

and Mary naturally spoke their mother tongue. 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

While living on the farm in York twp, Peter and Cora took turns with the neighbors hosting 

Saturday night dance parties. They moved the furniture out of the childrens’ room, rolled up 

the rug, and baked a huge chocolate cake. They had home-made bologna, sausage, and 

chicken for sandwiches. Neighbors included Alphonso (Pennie) Schmid, Jake Wild, Ed and 

Minnie Guenther, Levi and Della Teachout, Gale and Myrtle Riggs, Siefker, Dunn. 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

In 1931, Peter and Cora Sommer lost their farm in York twpdue to the depression. Peter had 

paid for that farm partly with money he borrowed from his brother, Daniel, of Ohio, and he 

had to repay the brother. So the family moved to Bunce and Ostrander Roads inLondon twp, 

where the kids went to the Ostrander school on Townsend Rd. The youngest son, Peter Jr., 

became acquainted with a neighbor girl there, Jane Arting, and later married her. 

Sommer, 

Peter Sr. 

Peter Sommer, Sr. became ill with lymphatic cancer in late 1956. He quit farming at age 84 

and sold his farming equipment. Peter died June 15, 1957 and was buried in Pandora, Ohio. 

His wife, Cora, survived, along with 4 sons and 4 daughters. After he died, Cora went to live 

in Dundee with their son Louis. Cora died in Fennville, MI June 8, 1968 at age 84. She was 

buried in Pandora Cemetery, in Ohio. 

Sommer, 

Peter Jr. 

Peter Jr. was the youngest child in his family, and they moved around a lot as he was 

growing up. In 1940, his parents moved again, this time to 18472 Milwaukee Rd. Dundee, in 

Petersburg school district. He was married June 28, 1947 in Napoleon, IN to Jane Arting 

(Jane was b Oct. 27, 1925 in London twp). Peter Jr. died Dec. 31, 2007 and is buried in 

Azalia Cemetery. 

Southwick 

Simeon 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County has a directory for Milan Township, listing Simeon 

Southwick “General Farmer. Grower of and Dealer in Fruit and Ornamental Trees, Sec. 27.” 

 

 

SPALDING and SPAULDING 
Spalding 

Andrew 

Andrew Spalding was the proprietor of a stave mill in “Petersburgh” as illustrated by a 

drawing in the 1876 Monroe County atlas. 

Spalding 

Andrew 

Andrew Spalding 87 died Aug. 29, 1877 at Summerfield of debility. Farmer. Married. Born 

in Scotland. Parents: unknown. Source: Monroe county death records. 

Spalding 

Andrew 

Andrew Spalding died Nov. 25, 1910 at 77 years. Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery in 

Summerfield.  (Note: he would have been born about 1833) 

Spalding A. Mrs. A. Spalding died March 10, 1891 at 49 years.  Note: she would have been born about 

1842.  (Possibly wife of Andrew Spalding in same cemetery.)  Source: “new” Petersburg 

cemetery in Summerfield. 

Spalding 

Catherine 

Catherine Spalding died Nov. 1, 1886 at 64 years. Maple Grove cemetery, Dundee. 

Spalding 

Eugene 

Eugene M. Spalding, son of J. Q. and M. A. Spalding, died March 8, 1870 at the age of 4 

months and 10 days.  Lieb Cemetery, located in Section 19 of Dundee Township. 

Spaulding 

Hannah 

See Hannah Bunce 

Spalding 

Henry 

Henry D. Spalding died Juy 7, 1891 at Monroe, age 77, 9 month. Heart failure. Sex M, color 

W. Marital status M. Birthplace Penn. Occupation: printer. Father: Noal Spalding. Mother : 

Holda Spalding. 

Spalding 

Herbert 

Herbert Spalding b. 1851, d. 1932. Maple Grove cemetery, Dundee twp. 

Spalding 

John 

John Spalding bought property on patent in Milan Township on Nov. 2, 183. Land records 

say he was a resident of Monroe County. Bought land in Sec. 13, 80 acres. Nov. 2¸183 is 



date of purchase. 

Spalding 

John Q. 

John Q. Spalding was born 1842 and died 1934. 

Spalding 

John 
John Spalding, 81 years 17 days, died May 1868 at Milan (twp) of Old Age. Married. 

Farmer. Born in Conn.  Source: Monroe county death records. 
Spalding 

Maria 

Maria A.Spalding, wife of John Q. Spalding, died Feb. 17, 1871 at age 28 years, 3 months 

and 17 days. Lieb Cemetery, located in Dundee Township. 

Mary 

Spalding 

Mary R. Spalding, wife of John Q. Spalding, was born Sept. 22, 1852, and died Jan. 28, 

1888.  Lieb Cemetery, in Dundee Township. 

Spalding 

Susan 

Susan L. Spalding died July 30, 1870 at 9 years p. D. P. and S. O.   

Spalding 

Wm 

William Spalding died June 1, 1918 at 89 years. Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery in 

Summerfield. 

Spaulding 

William 

William A. Spaulding, 21, a resident of Toledo, born in Ohio, occupation Brakeman, was 

married to Hadie O. Snyder, 24, Dec. 30, 1902 in Monroe. His parents: Edwin Spaulding 

and Dora Bates.  Bride was a resident of Toledo, born in Ohio.  Source: Monroe county 

marriage records. 

Spalding 

Wiltain 

Mrs. Wiltain Spaulding died May 11, 1914 at 81 years. Source: “New” Petersburg cemetery 

in Summerfield. 

Spalding 

Henry 

Henry D. Spalding died at the age of 77 years, 9 months, of heart failure. Sex M. Color W. 

Marital M. Birthplace: Pennsylvania. Occupation: Printer. Father: Noal Spalding. Mother: 

Holda Spalding.  Source: Monroe county death records. 

Spalding 

George 

George Spalding was born in Scotland in 1836.  Andrew Spalding, his father, was a farmer.  

Andrew immigrated to America with his wife and family in 1843. In 1853 Andrew 

purchased a farm near Monroe on the river Raisin. The parents of General (George) 

Spalding were of the sturdy Presbyterian stock. General (George) Spalding lived at home 

until the winter of 1860-61 when he taught a district school. He had a complicated military 

career. In 1865, he returned to Monroe. In 1866 he was appointed postmaster. He was 

elected Mayor of the city of Monroe in 1876.  He was admitted to the Bar in 1878. 

Spalding 

George 

George Spalding, 35, of Monroe, born in Scotland, occupation “Special treasury agent” was 

married Dec. 6, 1871 in Monroe. Bride: Augusta Lewis, 31, of Monroe, born in Monroe. 

Officiated by W. S. Taylor, minister. Witnessed by Emily Lewis and Fanny N. Lewis. 

Source: Monroe county marriage records. 

Spalding 

Isabella 

Isabella Spalding died Apr. 27, 1883 at Monroe. At 80 years. Sex F. Cause: Paralysis. 

Birthplace: Scotland. Father: Andrew Morris. Mother: Isabella Morris.  Source: Monroe 

county death records. 

Spaulding 

John 

John Spaulding was elected Justice of the Peace when the first Milan Township officers 

were elected.  This was sometime before 1873. 

Spaulding 

John 

John Spaulding was supervisor of Milan Township in 1842.  See page 267, History of 

Monroe County 1890. 

Spaulding 

John 

John Spaulding has a grave marker in Spaulding Cemetery, Milan. Did he donate land to 

establish this cemetery? No, he didn’t own the land, it was in the Bethuel Hack family. The 

historical marker says the land for the cemetery was “given” by John and Laurina Spaulding 

to Milan Township in 1848. At that time Tolanville (Milan) was an overnight stage stop 

between Milan and Jackson. The grave marker says John was born in Canan, Litchfield, CT. 

He came to London Township from Canada in April 1833. 

Spalding 

Mary 

Mary P. Spalding died Jan. 15, 1888 at Dundee. Age 36. Sex F. Birthplace Mich. Fa: 

Ebenezer Bragg. Mo: Lydia Bragg, both residents Dundee. Source: Monroe death records. 

Spaulding 

William 

William F. Spaulding b. May 5, 1861 in Augusta twp. Parents: Henry C. Spaulding, b. NY, 

farmer, and Sarah J. Spaulding, b. Penn. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

Spencer 

George 

George Spencer lived in Milan.  His sister, Emaline, married John Putnam.  George had a 

son, Burns Spencer.   

Spencer 

Grace 

Mrs. William Spencer died in 1948. Mrs. Grace B. Spencer died at her home, 241 Arkona 

Rd. She was born Jan. 19, 1888 in Arrowsmith, Ohio, daughter of John and Anna Quaid. 

She married Oct. 14, 1914 to Mr. Spencer in Bloomington, IL. She was a member of 

Immaculate Conception Church. Funeral at the church, with Rev. Albert Folta officiating. 

Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. 

Spencer Pearl H. Spence b Aug. 4, 1915, d Dec. 2, 2008. She was daughter of Burns and Zola Mead 



Pearl Spencer. Graduated from Milan High in 1933. Worked on her family farm most of her life. 

Member Milan Baptist Church. Her brother Mead Spencer and sister Ruth both died before 

Pearl did. Pearl buried in Rice Cemetery. Source:Obit, genealogist friend. 
Spencer 

William 

William Spencer, 71,died in 1950 at home of his daughter, Mrs. Lorene Burger, on Sanford 

Rd. He was the son of William J. and Emma Spencer. He was born March 27, 1879 in 

Arrowsmith, Ohio. He married Grace B. Quaid in Bloomington, IL, and established their 

home in Calfax, IL. In 1922 they moved to Milan and lived at 241 Arkona Rd. Mrs. Spencer 

died there Aug. 4, 1948. Survivors: daughter Mrs. Owen Burger of Milan, son William Arrin 

(Arvin?) Spencer, of Milan, and sister, Mrs. George Gilmore of Arrowsmith, IL. Burial 

Marble Park Cemetery. 

Spink 

Adelaide 

Adelaide A. “Addie” Richards was born May 29, 1885 in Exeter, Monroe County, MI and 

died Nov. 29, 1923 in Milan.  She was the daughter of Lafayette H. Richards and Mary Ann 

Hamlton.  She married Emery Edgar Spink in 1883 in Exeter.   

Spink 

Lafayette 

Lafayette E. Spink was born 1890 in Mich, was living with his wife Edna H. Spink and two 

children, Rolalline M. Spink and Wanda F. Spink. 1920 census York Township. 

Spink 

Stephen 

In 1885, Stephen B. Spink and wife sold some property to School Dist. No. 10 in Section 25. 

Source: Liber 112, page 357, Monroe register of deeds. 

Spink 

Emery 

Emery Edgar Spink was married March 26, 1883 in Exeter twp, Monroe County to Adelaide 

Richards.  He was born Nov. 11, 1853 in Cattaraugus Co., NY, the son of Solomon Spink 

and Charlotte Heath.  He died March 30, 1930 in Ypsilanti, MI. He lived in Milan while 

raising his family.   

Spooner 

Frank 

Rev. Frank M. Spooner, for many years pastor of Milan Baptist Church, died at his home in 

Weston. He was 72 years old.  He was at one time president of the Baptist Berean 

Association. Funeral was held in Weston and burial in the hold homestead in NY state.  Mr. 

and Mrs. Orris Throop and several members of the Milan Baptist Church attended the 

services in Weston.  Source: Milan Leader obituary, Aug. 30, 1937. 

Springer 

Benjamin 

In the death of Benjamin Springer, the community mourns the loss of a loyal young man 

who had enlisted in the [military] service of his country several months ago and was 

awaiting the call to duty. The family have lived in Milan only a few months. The young man 

had been ill for several weeks with typhoid fever which eventually caused his death. 

Benjamin Franklin Springer died at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Burton Springer, 

on Lamkin avenue, Milan, Mich., July 9, 1917. He was born in Pitsford, Hillsdale County, 

Mich., Sept. 3, 1898. Benjamin was a patriotic young man and in response to national need 

of the hour, he enlisted at Ann Arbor some months ago. Deceased was ill since early last 

spring, though he at onetime was so much improved that he returned to work. It was not for 

long, he had a relapse  and in spite of all that medical skill could do he succumbed. 

Deceased leaves his parents and 8 brothers and sisters. Funeral at the M. E. Church, Rev. W. 

S. Smith officiating, burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend, page 140, 

Milan Public Library. 

 

 

SQUIRES family information 
Squires 

Aaron 

Aaron L. Squire and Elizabeth Squire are mentioned in 1882.  Liber 93, page 344, Monroe 

register of deeds.  This is not a deed, though, it’s a Last Will and Testament. 

 

Squires 

Alice 

Alice Isabel Howe was born June 22, 1860 and died Jan. 28, 1960.  She was married in 1885 

to Asa Newton Squires. They had five children: Ransom, Lyndon, Jerome, Carrie, and 

Arleigh. 

Squires 

Alonzo 

Alonzo J. Squires transferred some land in Sec. 19 to McDonald in 1891. Monroe register of 

deeds Liber 129, page 38. 

Squires 

Alonzo 

Alonzo Squires b. 1853, d. 1907.  Maple Grove Cemetery, Dundee township. 

Squires 

Arleigh 

Arleigh Squires wrote a book on Milan history, a red hard-cover book.  He was also 

involved in local politics and local business. 

He started in business in 1925.  “Saco Mercantile Company” at west end of First Street on 

the south side.  Then he moved his factory to Redman Road, and ended up with Squires 

Manufacturing Co. on County Street just east of the RR tracks.  He made picnic tables, 

motor boats, milk truck bodies, half-log buildings, swings, and pallets.  He sold 



“Mastercraft” boat kits in 1958 through Sears and Roebuck, and Montgomery Ward.  He 

actually used his power boats on Ford Lake. 
Squires 

Arleigh 

Arleigh Newton Squires was a director at the Milan State Bank for quite a while (Milan 

State Bank). Source: Bill Squires, son of Arleigh 

Squires 

Arleigh 

In 1925, Arleigh Squires was photographed while seated on a Ford tractor in a parade. The 

tractor came from E. G. Wiedman Ford Dealership in present-day Storl building. Parade 

float was a complex and large garden arbor, delicate and complex, comparable to a backyard 

gazebo. Source: WBW 

Squires 

Arleigh 

Arleigh Squires was born Nov. 22, 1897 on Couper Road in Milan township. His parents 

were Newton and Alice Squires. He attended the Milwaukee County School.  He graduated 

from the 8th grade.  Only two students graduated from the Milwaukee County School that 

year, Nelson Lamson and Arleigh Squires. Arleigh went to Milan High for just one year, 

then skipped grauduation from high school.  Instead he started at Cleary College.  The head 

of Cleary College (Mr. Cleary) didn’t wait for graduation to find Arleigh a job at a big 

company in Detroit.  So Arleigh went to work for the Huron Portland Cement Co. on the 

15th floor of the Ford Building.  He became ill on March 15, 1916 because the thick coal 

dust in the air interfered with his breathing.  He went to work for Milan State Savings Bank 

in Sept. 1916 until 1925.  Meanwhile he married Martha Keyser July 20, 1918.  The couple 

lived in Milan and had two boys, Arthur Newton Squires on June 26, 1919, and William H. 

Squires Jan. 13, 1924.  Arleigh Squires wrote and gathered essays to create a book about the 

history of Milan, in time for the 1976 celebrations.  He sold his entire business holdings in 

Feb. 1972, starting his so-called “retirement.”  Then he took on the creation of a history 

book, an ambitious project encompassing the entire Milan area from the days of the 

dinosaurs to the date of publication.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of 

Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976) 

Squires 

Arleigh 

Arleigh N. Squires died Nov. 2, 1994 at the Crestmont Nursing Care in Fenton. He was born 

Nov. 22, 1897 in Milan twp, the son of Asa N. and Alice (Howe) Squires. On July 20, 1918 

he married Martha B. Keyser and she died Oct. 2, 1987. He was a member of Marble United 

Methodist Church, Masonic Lodge, Knights Templar, Milan Historical Society. He is 

survived by a son, William (Isabelle) Squires of Fenton; etc. Marble Park Cemetery. 

Squires 

Arleigh 

Arleigh Squires dated Martha for 17 months before he married her.  WBW by Warren Hale.  

They started out in a home for only two months, then moved into another home which they 

purchased from Wila Lamkin.  Arleigh worked at Milan State Bank from 1916 to 1925. 

One of Arleigh’s inventions:  a boxy-shaped contraption, he put his elderly wife Martha into 

it, and with hooks and pulleys he would haul her into the house like a bale of hay.  Oddly 

enough, she did not appreciate this indignity, efficient thought it was. 

Squires 

Arthur 

Newton 

“Newt” Squires, son of Arleigh Squires, was born June 26, 1919 in Milan. He married 

Margaret Rachel Clark on March 26, 1941. They had four children. “Newt” served in the 

Navy.  After the Navy, he worked at Squires Manufacturing Company, then when it was 

sold in 1972, he went to work for Clark Perforating Company (not related to his wife). 

Squires  

Asa C. 

Asa C. Squires died in February 1914 in Vancouver, where he was staying with his son, F. 

L. Squires. The son was living at 1905 Grant Street.  Squires came to Vancouver in 1907 but 

was a native of Michigan. (He was probably born about 1843 because he died in 1914 at age 

71. Newspaper clipping is Milan Leader Feb. 19, 1914.)  He left Michigan after his wife 

died in March 1909. He served in the Civil War. He was captured and spent several days in 

the rebel prison before being exchanged for rebel soldiers. He was a member of I. O. O. F. 

lodge at Baldwin, Ga.; and of the Christian church in Vancouver. He is survived by his son 

in Vancouver and one sister, Mrs. Sarah Fleming of Dundee, Mich.  (Milan Leader Feb. 19, 

1914.) 

Squires Asa Asa Squries, 27, a resident of Dundee, born in Summerfield, occupation Farmer, was 

married to Isabel Fountain, 27, a resident of Dundee, born in Howard, NY. Wedding took 

place April 3, 1870 in Dundee by H. Watling, J.P. (Justice of the Peace). Witnessed: George 

Hinsdale and William Fleming, residents of Dundee.  Monroe county marriage records. 
Squires  

Asa 

Newton 

Asa Newton Squires was born Feb. 13, 1863 the son of Jerome B. and Ruth Squires.  He 

went by the name “Newton.”  He grew up on a farm in Milan twp.  He died May 1943. He 

was married in 1884 to Alice Isabelle Howe.  They had 5 children: Ransom, Lyndon, 

Jerome, Carrie, and Arleigh.  When the first three children were born, Newton was clearing 

the forest on his farmland, “Bear Swamp.”  His first three boys were born in the “sawmill 

shanty” on the farm.   Then they built a wood frame house on Couper Road. The family 



attended the Methodist Protestant Church of Cone.  In the evening of July 25, 1925, his 

home was destroyed by fire, probably because the hired man was having a cigarette.  No one 

was home so all the contents were lost.  Asa Newton was elected Milan Twp Road 

Commissioner.  Asa and Alice moved into a house on Petersburg and Couper Roads and 

gave up farming.  The children of Asa Newton Squires and his wife Alice:  Ransom Earl 

Squires; Jerome Bonapart “Bony” Squires; Ernest Lyndon “Lyn” Squires; Carrie Pearl 

Squires; and Arleigh. 

Squires Asa Asa Squires and George W. Hurd had a dispute that was resolved by a judge, and recorded 

in the Monroe County register of deeds office, Liber 120, page 160.  1889. 

Squires 

Earl 

Earl Squires, 1884-1884.  Maple Grove Cemetery, Dundee township. 

Squires 

Effie 

Effie N. Squires b. 1870, d. 1894. Source: Azalia cemetery. 

 

Squires 

Emily 

Irving Thompson, 29, of Leonia, Jackson County, married Emily Squires, 23, a resident of 

Milan (twp?), on March 22, 1867. He was born in Trumansburg Tompkins, and his 

occupation: Farmer. She was born in Shelby, Orleans county, NY. Wedding officiated by 

Rev. Wm. Buxton. Witnessed by Peter Phillips and Armand Phillips, residents of Milan 

(twp). Source: Monroe county marriage records. 

 

Squires 

Ernest M. 

Ernest Marion Squires, 25, married Effie Woodward, 20, on April 10, 1889 in Azalia.  He 

was residing in Dundee, born in Dundee, occupation farmer. His parents: Francis M. Squires 

and Charlotte Foster.  She was residing in Azalia, born in Azalia. Her parents: William 

Woodward and a woman [Sylvia Cone] named “Cone.”  Ceremony conducted by J. G. 

Morgan.  Witnesses: William L. Woodward and Ellen Woodward, who both reside in 

Azalia.  Source:  Marriage records, Monroe County.  (He was born in about 1864 if he was 

25 in 1889.) 

Squires F. 

Lee 

F. Lee Squires, 22, residing in Dundee, born in Michigan, occupation Laborer.  His father: 

Asa Squires.  His mother: Isabelle Palmer.  He married Lori Totten, 16, residing in Dundee, 

born in Michigan. Her father: Alonzo Totten. Mother: Louisa Spalding.   Marriage: May 3, 

1893 in Dundee. Witnesses: Isabelle Squires and Lottie Squires, who reside in Dundee. 

Source: Marriage records, Monroe county. 

Squires 

Francis 

(Mr.) 

Squire, Francis M., 30, of Dundee, was married to Charlotte Foster, 28, residing in Harville, 

NH. Marriage took place Feb. 2, 1862 in Dundee at the residence of L. Peabody in Dundee, 

by A.  H. Parsons, a Baptist minister. Witnesses: John Peabody, residing in Wentworth, NH 

and Asa Squire residing in Dundee.  Source: Monroe county marriage records, where name 

is spelled “Squire.”  Note: Francis was born in about 1832 if he was 30 in 1862.   

 

Squires, 

Frances 

(Miss) 

Frederic E. Reeves, 26, a resident of York (twp), Mich., and Frances Squires, 28, a resident 

of Milan (twp?), MI, married April 19, 1863.  See “Reeves” for more information. 

Squires 

“Francis” 

(Miss) 

“Francis” Squires, 28, female, a resident of Milan, Michigan was married April 19, 1863 in 

Milan (or Milan twp) to Frederic E. Reeves, 27, of York (township).  Officiated: Joseph 

Corbett, JP. Source: Monroe county marriage records.  Note: usual spelling for a female is 

“Frances.” 

Squires 

Frances 

Frances A, Squires, daughter of Noble and Pattie Squiers passed away Feb. 12, [1919 or 

maybe 1920] after an illness of four months. She was b. in Onandage county, NY on March 

21, 1835. She was 84 years, 10 months and 3 weeks when she died. At age 3 she moved with 

her parents to Michigan and settled in Monroe county. She married Frederick E. Reese in 

1863 and lived one mile south of Mooreville.  She was the mother of 8 children. She is 

survived by husband and 4 children, Fred and Cora at home, George on Ridge road and Mrs. 

Nellie Harmon of Lansing.   Source: Obit. 
Squires H. In 1902, ? H. Squires and wife bought some land from Merritt Dennison. Sections 28 and 

33.  town 5, range 7 (London township). Liber 151, page 422, Monroe register deeds. 

Squires 

Henry 

Henry D. Squires and Mary Ann, his wife, signed a real estate document in February 1857. 

 

Squires  

H. D. 

In June 1868, Thomas Braman purchased some land from the minor children of Kelsey. 

Some of the land he bought was adjacent to land owned by H. D. Squires.  Washtenaw 

county register of deeds liber 73, page 496. See also “Kelsey.” 

Squires W. Irving Squires, Jr. transferred some land to W. Irving Squire in 1900. Liber 144, page 



Irving 332, Monroe register of deeds. 

Squires 

Irving 

W. Irving Squire bought some land from Adeline K. Jones in 1895. Section 20 and 21 of 

“town 7, range 6.” Liber 71, page 162, Monroe Register of Deeds. 

Squires 

Jane 

Jane “Squirs” was 67 years old and living in rural Milan Township when a census taker 

came to her door in 1880.  She lived next door to Priam “Sqire” or perhaps across the road 

from him. 

Squires 

Jerome B. 

Jerome Bonepart Squiers was born in 1827, died 1910. He was the son of William H. and 

Mary Squiers.  He was the youngest of 8 children. He was 2 years old when the family 

moved west to Michigan. He married Ruth Grannis in about 1855.  They had four children: 

Dewitt (b. 1857) who was adopted, Alonzo (b. 1858), Elizabeth (b. 1860) and Asa Newton 

Squires (b. 1863). Jerome obtained his own farmland along Dennison Road, 80 acres.  He 

raised some crops, vegetables, and a few cows. At age 36 he enlisted in Civil War. He joined 

Oct.10, 1864 at Decator, Alabama. 

Squires 

Jerome B. 

Jerome B. Squires bought the Cone Elevator in 1939.  See “Auten, J.M.” for more info on 

Cone elevator.  Squires expanded the buildings using lumber from logs cut in his woods. 

This was completed in 1944.  In 1957 fire destroyed the entire building. Squires rebuilt the 

elevator entirely from concrete.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of Milan 

by Arleigh Squires, 1976) page 174. 

Squires 

Lorenzo 

Lorenzo “Squire” bought some land from Franklin “Squire” and wife in 1882. Section 31, 

town 7, range 6. Liber 91, page 246, Monroe Register of deeds. 

Squires 

Lyn 

Ernest Lyndon Squires was born June 4, 1888, the son of Asa and Alice (Howe) Squires. He 

died April 28, 1960.  He was married on Sept. 12, 1905 to Elva Dennison.  Elva was born 

April 21, 1886 and died March 28, 1915. They had two children:  Floribel (b. 1908) and 

Wayne (b. June 1, 1912). 

Squires 

Margaret 

Margaret Rachel Clark was married March 27, 1941 to Arthur Newton Squires, “Newton.” 

She died June 1, 1994.  Margaret and Newton had three daughters and one son. 

Squires 

Martha 

Martha Beloid Sutfin Keyser was born Feb. 3, 1895 in Morenci, Mi. Her parents were the 

Sutfin’s.  Her mother’s sister aunt Martha when she was two. She grew up in Tecumseh with 

her adoptive parents, the Keyser’s.  Her adoptive parents both died before she finished high 

school.  She was married July 20, 1918 to Arleigh N. Squires. They had two children, Arthur 

Newton (“Newt”) and William.  Martha died Oct. 2, 1987 

Squires 

Martha 

Martha Squires was 2 when she was adopted by her mother’s sister.  So the adoptive parents 

were Bertha (or Martha) Keyser and Isaac Patrick Keyser.  The baby was legally adopted at 

age 2.   

Squires 

Martha 

Martha Squires had a cousin about her age, Iva Mangus.  Iva married George Triblecox, who 

at one time took over the Moore and Minto clothing store. 

Squires 

Martha 

Martha B. Squires, 92, died Oct. 2, 1987 at her home, 41 E. Second St., Milan. She was born 

Feb. 3, 1895 in Morenci, MI, daughter of William and Rosa (Schlesinger) Sutfin. On July 

20, 1918, she married Arleigh Squires in Milan. He survives. 

Squires 

Martha 

Martha Squires had a biological father, William Henry Sutfin.  Martha’s brother, Tracy, 

married Agnes and lived in Oshkosh WI.  Martha’s sister, Arthurine, married David Roche, 

and lived in Jefferson, Iowa. 

Squires 

Newton 

Asa Newton Squires, father of Arleigh, went by the name “Newton.”  His bio is listed under 

“Asa.” 

Squires 

Newton 

Arleigh Newton Squires went by the name “Arleilgh.”  See “Arleigh Squires.” 

Squires 

Newton 

Arthur Newton Squires b June 26, 1919 at the family home on Ideal Street, Milan, the son of 

Arleigh and Martha Squires.  He went by the name “Newton.”  He had one brother, “Bill.”  

Newton attended Michigan State University for one year. He married Margaret Rachel Clark 

on March 26, 1941 in Milan. (See “Margaret.” After his discharge from the Navy, he worked 

for Squires Manufacturing, then for Clark Perforating company (no relation to his wife) until 

his retirement.  He died Sept. 11, 1987 after a struggle with cancer.     

Squires 

Noble 

Two graves side by side in Rice Cemetery.  Noble S. Squires 1793-1875.  Patty, the wife of 

Noble Squires, died August 24, 1846, age 43.  (She would have been born in 1803). 

Squires 

Nobel 

Oct. 21, 1875, Nobel S. Squier, male, white, widow, age 82 years, 6 mos, 7 days, died in 

Milan township of Old age.  Born in New York. Occupation farmer.  Parents unknown.  

Date of death record: May 27, 1876.  Note: See Frances Reese for info on Noble Squires. 

Squires 

Noble S. 

Noble S. “Squire” showed up on the 1840 US Census as a resident of Milan township. One 

male 10-15. One male 40-50. One female under 5. Three females 5-10. One female 30-40. 



Squires 

Noble 

From 1845 to 1847, Noble S. Squires served as township supervisor in Milan township. 

Squires 

Nora 

Nora Downing was born Oct. 16, 1887 and died Feb. 26, 1973.  She married Ransom 

Squires on Nov. 25, 1908.  They had four children: Alice (b. 1909), Leon (b. 1911), and 

Elsie (b. 1913) and Ransom Jr. (b. 1924). See also “Downing.” 

Squires 

Priam 

Priam “Sqire”, age 25, worked as a farmer and lived in Milan Township in 1880 when he 

answered the census.  He lived with his wife Henryette 21, and his son Arthur, 1. He was 

next door or across the road from Jane “Squirs.” 

Squires 

Ransom 

Ransom Squires was born March 14, 1885, the oldest son of Asa and Alice Squires. He died 

July 16, 1961. He married Nora Downing on Nov. 25, 1908.  Nora was born Oct. 16, 1887 

and died Feb. 26, 1973. Ransom and Nora had 4 children: Alice, Leon, Ransom Jr., and 

Elsie.   

Squires 

Ruth 

Ruth Grannis was the wife of Jerome B. Squires.  She was born in 1827.  They had 4 

children: Dewitt, who was adopted; Alonzo; Elizabeth; and Asa Newton.  After marrying 

Jerome, he bought 80 acres on Dennison Road where he could keep a few cows, grow 

vegetables, etc.  Late in life they left the farm and moved to Dundee, and Ruth died soon 

afterwards.  Ruth died in 1909 in Dundee.   

Squires 

Sarah 

William H. Flemming, 21, of Dundee, whose occupation is “Justice of the Peace,” was 

married to Sarah Squires, 19, a resident of Dundee, on Nov. 30, 1865. Wedding took place 

in Milan (twp?) by Russell Warner, Justice of the Peace, witnessed by Henry Crane and J. 

W. Stoddard. 

Squires 

Smith 

Smith Squires, 34, of Milan, was married Oct. 14, 1862 to Emily Smith, 19, of Milan. 

Wedding officiated in Milan (twp?) by Joseph Cerbert JP. Witnesses: Peter Smith and E. W. 

Mead.  Source: Monroe county marriage records. 

Squires 

Smith 

Two graves side by side in Rice cemetery: Lebbie Smith, died 3-29-186?, and Smith L. 

Squires, died 2-25 (or 21)-1867. His age: 37.  Source: Cemetery records. 

Squires 

William H. 

William H. Squires (or Squiers) was born in about 1800 in New York.  He died Dec. 7, 1848 

in Milan Township.  He married someone with the first name “Mary” in about 1820. They 

had 8 children: 1. Mary, 2. Sarah, 3. Emma, 4. Charlotte, 5. Louise, 6. Frank, 7. Asa 

Newton, and 8. Jerome Bonepart Squiers.  Their youngest child, Jerome, was 2 years old in 

1829 when they left Cayuga, New York in a covered wagon. They settled on M-50 and 

Wilcox Road west of Dundee. 

Squires 

William H. 

W. H. Squires, known as “Bill,” was in the “Wood Industry” and lived at 269 First St., 

according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Squires 

William 

William D. Squires bought some land from Jerome B. Squires and wife in 1886. Section 4, 

town 6, range 6. Liber 115, page 454, Monroe register of deeds. 

END of SQUIRES family information 

 

 
Stark 

Francis X 

Stark, Francis X., father-in-law of Michael Neckel, obit, Detroit Free Press May 17, 1910. 

Headline: “Pioneer of west side succumbs” Sub head: “Francis X. Stark, who first built 

farther Michigan Ave., dies after long illness.” Sub head: “Resided in Springwells 

[Dearborn] District half century. Established three business ventures, with a son-in-law as 

partner in each enterprise.” Story: “Detroit’s western Michigan Ave. business section loses 

its pioneer and one of its respected citizens with the death of Francis X. Stark, at his home, 

1810 Michigan avenue, yesterday, after a long illness, with asthmatic trouble.” He was 

among first to go into business there, then a part of Springwells twp. Born in Bavaria 65 

years ago, came to America at age 5, landing at Quebec. He lived at New Baltimore. He was 

12 when his father died, and family came to Springwells. He set up a coal and wood yard for 

many years. Then he started a flouring mill at 457 Hammond Ave. with his son-in-law 

Michael Neckel, under the name Stark & Neckel. Mr. Neckel purchased a strip of land on 

Michigan Ave. and built a store about 18 years ago. He expanded it into two mercantile 

concerns occupying a long block, part owned by H. Sarbinowski & Co., Dry Goods, 

Clothing, Millinery and Shoes (son-in-law Henry Sarbinowski) and part owned by Stark & 

McCusker, Furniture (owned by James F. McCusker, husband of a third daughter, probably 

Frances). Mr. Stark was an original member of Holy Redeemer Church. His widow, whom 

he married 43 years ago, his three daughters, and his sister Mrs. Touscany of Mt. Clemens, 

survive him. [Widow was Mary Livernois Stark, 1847-1937, Holy Cross Cemetery Detroit].      



Stark 

Francis X. 

Mary McCusker is the daughter of Joseph McCusker (b about 1879) and Ms. Frances M. W. 

Stark (b about 1873).  So, Mary McCusker was the granddaughter of Francis X. Stark and 

Mary Livernois. Source: Nathan Brainard. Mary McCusker is buried at Holy Cross 

Cemetery in Detroit, near Dearborn. 

Stark 

Francis X 

Info from Nathan Brainard: Francis X. Stark and his son in law, Henry A. Sarbinowski were 

incorporators of the Holy Cross Cemetery in 1906. 

Frances M. W. Stark, daughter of F. X. Stark, was born Dec. 1872 in Mich. and married 

Joseph F. McCusker in 1896. He was born Nov. 1866. They had four children. The 

businesses owned by Francis X. Stark and his sons-in-law were in the area of Corktown, 

Detroit. 

Stansfeld 

Robert 

Robert K. Stansfield, farmer, sec. 17, was born in Vermont, Dec. 19, 1854, and is a son of 

Edwin and Hannah (Kinworthy) Stansfield, natives of England, who came to this country in 

1850. Mr. Stansfield was married at Saline, Mich., in 1876, to Adelaide Tolland. They have 

no children. Mr. Stansfield's father is a woolen manufacturer, and Robert worked at that 

business for four years. He is farming at the present time, and owns 120 acres of fertile land.  

Source: History of Washtenaw County, 1881, Chapman. 

Stebbins 

Mrs. 

Mrs. Stebbins was the first librarian in Milan.  She was selected by Dr. DeTar and the library 

board to serve as the first librarian.  The Woman’s Club helped select her, also.  The 

Woman’s Club was active in setting up the library.  Jane Ann Wanty provided this 

information from personal knowledge.  Jane Ann says her mother was president of the Milan 

Woman’s Club in 1938 and 39, her name was Ruth Trimm. 

Stebbins 

Shseldon 

Sheldon Stebbins died aged 81 yrs, 6 mos, and 2 days. (Birth date was found in The Stebbins 

Genealogy by RS Greenlee.) Sheldon married first to Rachel Rolland and had five children: 

Sylvester married to Lucretia Collum, Sarah Jane married to Moses Howe, Amanda married 

to Silas Hunt, Eliza married to Thomas Davis, and Christopher Columbus married to 

Henrietta Vogelsang. After Rachel died in 1844, Sheldon married Rhoda Lowery in 1845. 

source: Find A Grave, maintained by a family member named Stebbins. Says Sheldon’s 

parents were John and Sarah. 

Stebbins 

Sylvester 

Sylvester Stebbins, 1831-1907.  Source: Azalia Cemetery. 

Stebbins S. S. Stebbins, Co. A 4th Mich Cal. Source: Azalia Cemetery. [Civil War veteran.] 

Steffer 

Uriah 

There was a saloon in the Babcock Hotel. They asked for a liquor license, or renewal, and on 

Tues., July 10, 1888 the Milan Village Brd of Trustees rejected the application. Later the 

constable. Uriah Steffer, found them selling drinks without a license. WBW Aug. 9, 1995. 

Steffy 

Uriah 

Uriah Steffy died Feb. 24, 1935. Charley H. Dustan took care of the funeral expenses, $250 

to Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, and $12 to H. Scop for digging the grave. Source: Way 

Back When (WBW) Warren Hale, Feb. 7, 1990. 

Steidle 

Charles 

Charles W. Steidle established a shoe store in about 1900 on the NW corner of Main and 

Tolan streets.  (Hungry Howies.)  He kept it going for about 25 years (WBW 2-20-1991).  

Charlie was a traveling salesman so his brother George Steidle tended the store and the shoe 

repair shop in the back while Charlie was gone. See photo [#1130]. Charles was married to 

Clora, according to WBW.  She died in about 1900 so he lived alone at 226 County St. He 

served on the Village Council in 1932 and served as Special Assessor to the village in 1925.  

Charlie was employed as secretary-treasurer to the new American Foundry in 1925 and sold 

his shoe store to Don Clement. Charlie retired from the American Foundry. He was also a 

director for the Milan State Bank. 

Steidle 

Christina 

Christina Steidle died Oct. 19, 1904 in Milan, where she had lived for “years.” She was 57 

when she died of appendicitis. She was born May 27, 1847 in Germany. Her father’s name 

was Fred Harlenfield, also born in Germany; mother is unspecified. The deceased was a 

housewife. Buried at Marble Park. Source: H.M. 

Powell 

Elnore 

Steidle 

Mrs. Elnore Louise Powell, 67, died Friday noon at the home of her son, Paul, in 

Melvindale. Daughter of the late John and Christina Steidle, she was born in Pemberville, 

Ohio on April 19, 1878. She came to Milan with her parents in 1883 and attended the local 

schools. After her marriage to Loren Powell, they lived in NY State for several years later 

returning to Milan and then going to Long Rapids where they lived until Mr. Powell’s death 

Jan. 22, 1932. Mrs. Powell had lived here with her sister-in-law, Mrs. Nora Braman, for the 

past several years. She was a member of the Milan Methodist Church. Surviving are two 

sons, Paul, Melvindale and Grant of Hillman; five grandchildren; three brothers, Charles, 

George, and Wilmer Steidle, all of Milan; one sister, Mrs. Herbert Teeter, Union city; and 



her sister-in-law, Mrs. Braman. Funeral was held at Stevens and Bush funeral home, with 

Rev. Wm. Johnson officiating. Burial was in Marble Park. (Handwritten note says “Mar. 1, 

1946.”) Source: Genealogist friend, Vol. 7, page 50, Milan Public Library. 
Steidle 

George 

George Steidle worked in his brother’s shoe store.  George was married to Maude Bell. They 

lived at 255 Ferman St.  George served as Fire Chief from 1917 to 1932, quite a long time. 

He was also York Township clerk for many years. WBW 2-20-1991. 

Steidle 

John 

April 27, 1897. DEED from Olive E. Friend to John Stiedle and wife. Olive resides in York 

Township. John Stiedle and wife Christma F. Stiedle live in Milan township on Monroe 

county side.  Price: $1,000.  Lot 1 of Hack’s addition.  Witnessed by “Emma T. Holsted” 

and notarized by Frank Trussell.  Liber 139, page 11, Washtenaw Register Deeds. 

Steidle 

John 

John Steidle elected Trustee of Village of Milan, March 16, 1899. 

 

Steidle  

John 

John M. Steidle was born July 17, 1845 in Germany, the son of John G. Steidle.  John M. 

came to the US in 1860. He served in the Civil War in the 8th Ohio Militia Inf. and was a 

member of the GAR post in Milan.  In 1870 he was living in Allegan County, age 24, 

married, and one son Charles W. who was born about 1869.  John M. was working as a 

shoemaker.  He had a daughter, named Lena A. Steidle, born Aug. 3, 1891 in Michigan.  In 

1891, John M. was married to Christina.  John M. died on Feb. 22, 1917.  He was a retired 

merchant, having worked as a salesman in his son’s shoe store in Milan.  John M. was 71 

years, 7 mos and 5 days, living in Monroe County, Village of Milan, when he died.  He was 

buried Feb.25, 1917 at Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: census, vital records, Ron M.  Note:  

photo 1220, Masonic brothers, includes John M. Steidle. 

Steidle 

John 

Milan Leader, front-pages obituary: 

A DOUBLE FUNERAL 

Father and Daughter Laid to Rest Sunday at Marble Park 

Sunday a double funeral was held in Milan when the remains of the late John Steidle and his 

daughter, Mrs. Leo T. Robinson, were laid to rest in Marble Park cemetery. The obsequies 

were very largely attended and the funeral cortege, made up of two hearses and a long line of 

automobiles, conveyed in a measure the esteem in which they were held in the community. 

Mr. Steidle was prominent in business in Milan, a member of the council for several years, 

and a most estimable citizen. He suffered a stroke of paralysis and had been helpless for 

many months. The death of Mrs. Robinson came as a shock and her early demise is deeply 

mourned by all who knew her. The Masons were in charge and the Eastern Star, Pythians 

and Lucious Taylor Post, G. A. R., were in attendance. 

John Michael Steidle was born in Wortenburg, Germany, July 17th, 1845, and died at the 

home of his son, Charles W., Milan, Mich., Feb. 23rd, 1917. 

Mr. Steidle came to the United States when but a boy thirteen years old, traveling alone. He 

was searching for an older brother who had come to reside in Sunfish, Ohio. Landing in 

New York after several weeks aboard a sailing vessel, he found himself without the price of 

transportation to Ohio, and secured a job in the city, where he worked for a year. The 

railway not having the name Sunfish on their lines supposed he wanted Sandusky and sold 

him a ticket to that place. 

Diligent search for his brother failed to unite him. Years went by, and when the civil war 

broke out, he learned that his brother had enlisted in the army. So he too, enlisted, but on 

account of his youth his employer secured his discharge. This did not please the young lad 

and in 1863 he again enlisted in Company G., 100th Ohio Infantry, as a drummer boy. While 

in the service sickness incapacitated him for service at the front, and he was sent to do guard 

duty at Washington, where he later received an honorable discharge. 

He then took up his residence in Port Clinton, Ohio. There he was united in marriage to Miss 

Christene F. Hartenfeldt, of LaCarme, Ohio, Nov. 7, 1867. To this union eleven children 

were born, two of whom, a pair of twins, died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Steidle came to reside in Milan, Mich., in 1883, where he followed his trade as 

a shoemaker and keeping a store and they lived happily together until Mrs. Steidle’s 

decease, Oct. 19th, 1904. 

Mr. Steidle was highly respected by all who knew him and the better one became acquainted 

with him was to love him more. He was an active member of the Masonic Fraternity, the I. 

O. O. F., the G. A. R. and the M. E. church. No member of these organizations was more 

highly respected than he. No one in distress was ever turned away from his door. He had a 

helping hand for all. 



Lena Marie Steidle was born in Milan, Mich., Aug. 3rd, 1891, and died in Union City, 

Mich., Feb. 19th, 1917, aged twenty-five years, six months and sixteen days. 

About six years ago she went to Union City to reside with her sister, Mrs. H. M. Teeter, and 

soon after completed her studies in the high school of that town. She then taught school until 

her marriage to Mr. Leo T. Robinson, in the summer of 1912. This union was blessed with 

one daughter, Helen Elizabeth, who with the husband survive. 

Mrs. Robinson’s was a brief but useful life. These remain to mourn the loss of father and 

sister:  Chas. W. Steidle of Milan; Albert A. Steidle of Malden, Wash.; Geo. H. Steidle, of 

Milan; Fred C. Steidle, of Payette, Idaho; Clarence S. Steidle and Wilmer C. Steidle, of 

Detroit; Mrs. Ella Powell, Milan and Mrs. Lily Teeter, of Union City, with their families, 

and a host of friends. 

Among the out-of-town people who attended the funeral of Mr. John Steidle and daughter, 

Mrs. Robinson, Sunday, were: Mr. John Jeremy, of Toledo; Mr. Joe Jeremy, of Port Clinton; 

Mr. Lewis Jeremy, of Elmore, Ohio; Mrs. Peck, of Toledo; Mrs. Hartman of Toledo; Mr. 

Robinson and son Fred, of Union City; Mrs. Wesley Monroe, of Jackson; Mr. and Mrs. 

Robt. McLachlan, of Perrysburg, Ohio; Miss Showerman, of Ann Arbor and Mr. Richard 

Hagel, of Hypsum, Ohio. 

A son, Mr. Albert Steidle, wife and child, of Malden, Washington, had been notified of their 

father’s dangerous condition. They were delayed in Chicago and no word reached them of 

his death, or that of Mrs. Robinson, and they reached Milan Monday evening. 

Source: original newspaper clipping located in a scrapbook, the qwert scrapbook 

Steidle “Steidle & Son (John M. and Charles W.) shoes.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan 

section, 1907. 
Steidle  

Lena 

Lena A. Steidle was the daughter of John M. Steidle and Christine Steidle. She was born in 

Michigan. Aug. 3, 1891. (She may have been born in Milan.) She married a Mr. Robinson 

and moved to Union City, Branch County, Mich.  Lena died Feb. 19, 1917 and was buried in 

Milan.  Her father died just a few days after she did. 

Steidle 

Maud 

Mrs. Maud B. Steidle, 85, formerly of 255 Ferman St, died in Sept. 1965 at Chelsea 

Methodist Home. She was born July 30, 1880, in Detroit, daughter of Daniel and Mary Bell. 

She moved to Milan as a child. She is survived by her sister, Mrs. May Fulcher. Funeral at 

Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, Rev. Roger W. Merrell and Rev. William A. Johnson 

officiating. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. 
On Oct. 17, 1900, she married George H. Steidle. He died Jan. 11, 1957. She was a member 

of Marble Memorial Methodist Church for 71 years. She was church organist, church school 

teacher, and church board member at various times. She was Milan correspondent for Ann 

Arbor News for 35 years. She served as clerk of York Township for six years following her 

husband’s retirement. He served as clerk for 38 years. She was a past grand chief of the 

Pythian Sisters of Michigan; past matron and life member of OES. Source: Genealogist 

Friend, Vol. 10, page 131. 

Steidle 

Wilmer 

Wilmer C. Steidle, 70, was born March 23, 1885 in Milan, the son of John and Christine 

Steidle. He lived his entire life in Milan. He was a barber and worked for the American 

Foundries. He attended Milan High School and University School of Music. He was a 

member of Milan Lodge 188, Knights of Pythias. He never married. Survivors include two 

brothers, Charles W. and George H., of Milan, a sister, Mrs. H. M. Teeter, Union City; etc. 

His funeral was at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, Rev. William Hughes officiating.  

Burial in Marble Park Cemetery. Source: obit file, Milan Library, note says “Dec. 1955” 

Sterling 

John 

John C. Sterling elected Assessor in London Township at its first meeting, which was April 

1, 1833.  At that time London township included land which is now Milan and Exeter 

Township. 

 

STEVENS 
Stevens 

Arthur 

Arthur Stevens, known as “Art,” was a Funeral Director and lived at 218 E. Main St., 

according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Stevens 

Arthur 

Arthur Stevens purchased the funeral business from Edd W. Blackmer, son of Charles M. 

Blackmer.  Actually, Edd died Dec. 24, 1927 and Stevens purchased the business soon after 

that. Stevens “soon moved the funeral home to his residence at 218 E. Main St.”  WBW 

April 1, 1998. 

Stevens Art Stevens acquired the home at 218 E. Main St. in an interesting way. He may have won it 



Arthur directly in a card game from Milton Hack.  Or perhaps Milt lost the home in a gambling debt 

and Art Stevens bought it cheap. Source: Various 

Stevens 

Arthur C. 

Arthur C. Stevens 1896-1972.His name is on a gravestone alongside Clara, probably his 

wife, 1900-1991 at Marble Park Cemetery. FAG memorial 77353387 

Stevens 

Arthur C. 

 

Funeral 

director 

(Obituary found in Vol. 10, page 135, Milan Library.) Arthur C. Stevens, 75, who had been 

a funeral director in Milan from 1928 until retirement in 1969, died at his 211 E. Michigan 

Ave. residence early Friday morning. Mr. Stevens and Leroy N. Bush in partnership in 1928 

purchased the funeral and furniture business of the late E. W. Blackmer and in 1929 they 

also established a funeral home in Ypsilanti. These operated as Stevens and Bush until the 

death of Mr. Bush in 1964.  His son Roger Stevens was a partner since 1952 and took over 

in 1969 at the retirement of his father.  Arthur C. Stevens was b Aug.25, 1896, in Montague, 

the son of Louis and Sophia Stevens. On Jan. 13, 1920, he married Clara Timick in Durand. 

The couple spent the past several winters at Boynton Beach, FL, where they celebrated their 

50th anniversary in 1970. Mr. Stevens was a member of the Marble Memorial United 

Methodist Church of Milan. He was a charter member and past president of Rotary. He was 

a former councilman.  He was a life member of the F. and A. M. (Masonic) of Milan and O. 

E. S. (Order of Eastern Star). He was on the Board of Directors of the Milan State Bank, and 

on the Milan Advisory Board of the National Bank and Trust Co. of Ann Arbor. Survived by 

his wife Clara; son Roger of Milan; daughter Mrs. Alan (Betty) Shelmerdine. Funeral 

services held from Stevens Funeral Home with Rev. Charles W. Cookingham and William 

A. Johnson officiating. Burial Marble Park Cemetery.   
Stevens 

Arthur 

The Stevens Funeral Home operated out of the location on E. Main, the former Blackmer 

furniture location, until moving into a historic home on E. Main formerly owned by Milton 

Hack. Stevens acquired that home from Hack in a poker game. Source: Mary Ochalek.  

What’s really unbelievable?  Milton Hack, a compulsive gambler, worked as an officer in 

the local bank. 

Stevens 

Hiram 

Hiram A. Stevens was b March 22, 1857, at Wales, Erie county, N. Y. He came with his 

parents to Mich in 1875, locating at London twp. He learned the carpenter and joiners' trade; 

also worked at general mechanical business. In 1882 he partnered with P. L. Allen, of Milan, 

in carpentry work. He worked a year later in brick works. In April, 1887, he began farming 

at London. He married Feb. 23, 1884, Irena Clymer, who was born Sept. 5, 1865, at Leslie, 

Mich.  Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, Wing, p. 33. 

Stevens 

Wm. Frank 

Hotel 

owner 

Wm. Frank Stevens died Jan. 9, 1919 according to Monroe death records book C page 153. 

Age was 64 yrs, 8 mos, 22 days. Tuberculosis.  He was married.   Occupation: Retired hotel 

keeper.  He was born in NY.  Father: Wm. Stevens and Sarah Walton both of Pennsylvania. 

See photo #1366 for a glimpse of the Stevens Hotel, (east side of Wabash St. probably), 

across Redman Road from the train station. 

Stevens 

Wm. F. 

Wm. F. Stevens lost a piece of downtown Milan property in a sheriff’s sale July 27, 1897. 

The property was sold at auction on the courthouse steps in Ann Arbor.  Stevens borrowed 

the money April 15, 1895 from James Doyle at Liber 89 page 15 in Washtenaw County 

Register of Deeds.  He owed $530.70 when the auction took place.  Apparently Stevens had 

purchased the land from Doyle with Doyle financing the deal through mortgage. At the 

auction, Doyle paid $485.78.  It was on Main street in Milan on or near Doyle’s Plat. 

Stevens W. 

F. 

W. F. Stevens was elected Constable of the Village of Milan in 1893. Source: page 16, 

Arleigh Squires, Ancient and Modern Milan. (Police). 

Stevens W. “Stevens, W. F. proprietor Hotel Stevens.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Stevenson 

Franklin 

Franklin George Stevenson, 27, of 13245 Carpenter Rd., was killed in a motorcycle 

accident. Funeral held at Stevens and Bush funeral home. Rev. William A. Johnson 

conducted services, burial was at Marble Park. Mr. Stevenson was born July 10, 1920, in 

Balmore, Ohio, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. John Stevenson. He came to Milan with his 

family in 1934. Before joining the US Navy in 1942, he was an employee of the Ypsilanti 

Stove Works and returned to the same position after his Navy Duty in 1946. Survivors: 

brother, Lester, and sister, Esther, twins with whom Mr. Stevenson lived. Handwritten note: 

“1948.” Source: Genealogy Friend, page 106. 
Stewart 

Henry 

Henry Stewart, 33, farmer, b. MI, father b. NY, mother b. MI. Census of 1880, Milan twp. 

Wife Mariah, 34, b. Ohio, parents b. NY. Son Charles, 8. Grandmother Sharlet, 80, b. NY. 

 

STIMPSON 



Stimpson 

Allen 

Allen Stimpson was born June 18, 1869 in Superior twp. Parents: Fred D. Stimpson, born in 

N.S., and Mary, born in Canada. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1 p. 115, LDS 

library. 

Stimpson 

Donald 

Donald Stimpson 1900-1966. Source: Oakhill cemetery Saline twp. See also Find a Grave 

55107071. 

Stimpson 

Edgar 

Edgar Stimpson was born Jan. 5, 1896 in Saline (or Saline twp). Parents: Orrin Stimpson, a 

farmer, and Sarah Stimpson. Both parents were born in Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth 

records, Vol. 1 p. 110, LDS library. 

Stimpson 

Elizabeth 

Mrs. Elizabeth “Stimson” (Stein) died Oct. 1928, at age 55. Source; news clipping from 

Monroe Historical Library.  So, her maiden name was Stein and she married a Stimson. 

Stimpson 

Elmer O. 

Elmer O. Stimpson 1875-1961. Source: Oakhill cemetery, Saline twp, Washtenaw county 

 

Stimpson 

Emily 

Emily Stimpson, aged 83 years. Source: Oakhill cemetery, Saline township, Washtenaw Cty. 

Stimpson 

George 

George W. Stimpson bought property in Saline twp. on Sept. 2, 1898 for $3,500.  He bought 

80 acres in the West 1/2 of NW 1/4 of Section 25.  George Washington Stimpson was the 

brother of Walter Franklin Stimpson and Frederick Hurd Stimpson.   Note: Carl Stimpson 

died 1926, age 37, and had a father named George. 

Stimpson 

Grace 

Grace Stimpson 1872-1917. Source: Oakhill cemetery, Saline township, Washtenaw county 

 

Stimpson 

Marie 

Mrs. William Stimpson passed away Saturday forenoon, April 6, 1918, at the home of her 

son, Fred Stimpson, in Freeland, Mich. She had resided there the past three years. She had 

been ailing for the last two years, and for the past 9 weeks was confined to her bed, a 

helpless sufferer. She is survived by three sons, George W. of Northville, Mich., Fred H. of 

Freeland, Mich. and Walter F. of Detroit, one grand daughter and 7 grandsons, Margaret, 

Stanley and Flave Stimpson of Freeland, Grant, Carl, Earl, Reid and Jay Stimpson of 

Northville; also two brothers, George W. Hurd of Dundee, Harvey W. Bunce of Detroit, and 

one sister, Mrs. Charles Gauntlett of Buffalo, NY.  Source: obituary, Northville Record, 

April 9, 1918, page 5. 

Stimpson 

Marie 

Marie Stimpson find a grave number 79099908. Cemetery: Rural Hill Cemetery. 

Stimpson 

Marie 

Mrs. William Stimpson died April 6, 1918 at the home of her son, Fred Stimpson in 

Freeland, Mich.  Marie L. Hurd was born March 26, 1836 in Livingston county, NY. When 

very young, she came to Milan, Mich. with her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Isaac Hurd. The family 

occupied and first owned the Simon Gay homestead and estate. Dr. Hurd was the first 

practicing physician in Milan.   In 1858 she married William Stimpson of Saline twp. After 

many years on their homestead, they moved to Milan (village). About 1910, they moved to 

Northville. Funeral was held at the home of her son, George Stimpson of Northville, and she 

was buried next to her husband.  Source: Obit. [ Note: Obit is wrong, she married in 1860.] 

Stimpson 

Marie 

Marie Hurd Stimpson had three sons, George Washington Stimpson, Frederick Hurd 

Stimpson, and Walter Franklin Stimpson b. 1870.  Walter was youngest. 

Stimpson 

Maria 

In 1891, Maria L. Stimpson transferred some land to (her mother) Dorcas Bunce. Liber 129, 

page 476 Monroe register of Deeds. 

Stimpson 

Maria 

Maria L. Stimpson was b. March 1836, and was 64 years old, when census worker arrived at 

her home in 1900.  She lived with her mother, Dorcas Bunce, and husband, “Miller” 

Stimpson, in Village of Milan, on Monroe county side. She had three children, George 

Frederick and Walter, all three were still living.  See separate listings. 
Stimpson 

N. 

Someone by the name of N. Stimpson is listed on the 1896 Atlas of Monroe county, as living 

on East Main just west of the Blackmer residence.  The Atlas has a map of the Village of 

Milan, and the Stimpson property is south of the Town Hall (now the Old Fire Barn) with 

Blackmer home one one side and N. Rice on the other side (towards downtown).  See also 

“N. Simpson” 

 

 

Stimpson, Omon 
Stimpson 

Omon 

Omon Stimpson 1837-1911. Source: Oakhill cemetery, Saline township 

Stimpson Oron Stimpson, 46, b. NY, farmer, according to Saline Township census in 1880. (Born 



Oron about 1834) His wife: Sarah Stimpson, 36. (born about 1844.) Elmer Stimpson, 4. (Born 

about 1876) Ada Bunting, 17, b. England, SWF, servant. Also Cornelius Addas, 24, b. NY, 

servant. 

Stimpson 

Ornon 

Ornon Stimpson purchased some property in Washtenaw county, Liber 151, page 231. 

Stimpson 

Oscar 

Oscar Stimpson, 38, b. MI, farmer, according to Saline Township census of 1880. Wife 

Mary Stimpson, 35. Clinton Stimpson, 8. Julia Osborn, 18, b. MI, servant, SWF. Also in 

home: James Wright, 16, SWM, b. MI, servant (perhaps a hired hand). 

Stimpson 

Oscar 

The obituary of Andrew D. Jackson, in 1912, mentions the fact that he had a sister, Mrs. 

Oscar Stimpson of Saline.   

Stimpson 

Sarah 

Sarah A. Stimpson, 1843-1920. Source: Oakhill cemetery, Saline twp. 

Stimpson 

Theodore 

Theodore Stimpson died Aug. 4, 1881, aged 73 years and 3 months. Source: Oakhill 

cemetery, Saline township, Washtenaw county.  Note: he was father of William Stimpson; 

he was grandfather of Walter F. Stimpson.  Note: Theodore was born about May 1808. He 

left NY and moved to a farm in Saline Township, Michigan with his family in 1842. The 

farm was located in the SE corner of Saline Township, close to Milan. 

 

Stimpson, Walter 
Stimpson 

Walter 

Walter F. Stimpson of Milan & Detroit held 31 patents throughout his lifetime, mainly for 

computing scales.  Source: Utz Schmidt of Palms, MI, an engineer and a founder of the 

ISASC, the International Society of Antique Scale Collectors. 
Stimpson 

Walter 

Hotel 

Headline “Milan’s New Hotel.” 

“Last spring W. F. Stimpson commenced the erection of a new $10,000 hotel in Milan and 

the building is now completed and ready for occupancy. It is a very fine structure the 

citizens of Milan are proud, and should be, to have such a fine and modern hotel. The mason 

work was done by Geo. Schaefer & Co. of Saline, and the carpenter work by W. R. Smith of 

this place. The painting and finishing was done by H. H. Taylor, also of this place. Ed. 

VanLeyen, of Detroit, was the architect.” Source: Genealogist Friend, page 140, Milan 

Public Library. [Might be in Vol. 5. On same page as Benjamin Springer’s obit. Includes a 

picture of the newly-built hotel.] 

Stimpson 

Walter 

Walter Franklin Stimpson was born Sept. 20, 1870 in Saline Township near Milan, Mich.  

He died Aug. 17, 1942 at the Norton Infirmary in Louisville, KY.   He married Estelle, or 

Stella Heyn, in 1905.  Estelle was born Feb. 1879 in Toledo, Ohio. Walter Stimpson held 74 

patents during his life. He filed his first patent Sept. 25, 1894 for farm equipment. Most of 

his patents had to do with scales. He also had patents on meat grinders, slicers, and coffee 

grinders. During his life he held 14 companies.  One of his companies later became IBM, or 

International Business Machines. Source: Utz Schmidt, a founder of the International 

Society of Antique Scale Collectors. 

Stimpson 

Walter 

The Kentucky death certificate says that at his death, Walter F. Stimpson and his wife lived 

at Commodore Apartments in Louisville, KY, in Jefferson county. That is 2140 Bonnycastle 

in Louisville. It says he was born Sept. 20, 1870 in Milan, Mich. He died at Norton 

Infirmary on Aug. 17, 1942, age 71 yrs, 10 mos,  27 days. Cancer of esophagus. The funeral 

director was L. D. Pearson and Son at 310 S. 3rd St. The certificate says Louisville 

Crematory. Wife: Estelle Stimpson. 
Stimpson 

Walter date 

In about 1905, the Stimpson Scale Company, owned by Walter F. Stimpson, built the 

Stimpson Hotel in Milan on W. Main St.  Source: Warren Hale.  NOTE: it had to be before 

August 1904, because of a Milan Leader advertisement at that time by a dentist in Ypsilanti. 

The dentist indicated that he would come to Milan two days a week, at the Stimpson Hotel. 

Stimpson 

Walter date 

There is a deed dated Jan. 12, 1901 where James Doyle sold property to Walter F. Stimpson 

for $800, and it was obviously the land where he built the hotel.  Liber 151, page 503. 

Stimpson 

Walter date 

Milan Leader newspaper clipping, date unknown, states:  “Stimpson commenced erection of 

the new $10,000 hotel in the spring and it was ready for occupancy (in the summer?).  The 

mason work was done by Geo. Schaefer & Co. of Saline, carpenter work by W. R. Smith of 

Milan. Painting and finishing done by H. H. Taylor of Milan. Edward VanLeyen of Detroit 

was the architect.”   

Stimpson, 

Walter 

Starting on page 187, “Past and Present of Washtenaw County, by Samuel W. Beakes, S. J. 

Clarke Publishing Co., 1906” 



Walter Franklin Stimpson, famous throughout the continents of North America and Europe 

as the inventor of the Stimpson computing scale, was born in Saline Township.  His father, 

William Stimpson, was a farmer, and was born in Windham, Greene county, New York, 

February 28, 1835. He [William] came to Washtenaw county with his father, Theodore 

Stimpson, in 1842, and settled in the southern part of Saline township. For many years 

William Stimpson followed farming but retired from agricultural pursuits in 1892 and 

removed to Milan. His wife bore the maiden name of Maria L. Hurd and was a daughter of 

Dr. Isaac Hurd, of Milan. In the family [of William and Maria] were three sons: Walter F.; 

George Washington, of Milan; and Frederick Hurd, who is a farmer in Hale, Michigan. 

Walter Franklin Stimpson was educated in the district schools of Saline township and at the 

Cleary Business College in Ypsilanti. He taught in the district schools when about eighteen 

years of age, and it was at that period in his career that he began giving his attention to 

mechanical inventions. He invented the now world-famous computing scale in the spring of 

1893 and in April, 1894, organized the Stimpson Computing Scale Company. The plant was 

first located at Milan but was transferred to Tecumseh, where it was conducted until the 

summer of 1890, when it was removed to Elkhart, Indiana, and the capital of the company 

was increased to one hundred thousand dollars. At this time Mr. Stimpson transferred all of 

his stock to the company and in return the company turned over all the patents to him, 

operating the concern on the royalty basis, paying Mr. Stimpson royalties on the entire 

output of the plant for the use of his inventions. This arrangement continued until the 

concern grew to be very prosperous. It was at that time, it appears, that a scheme was 

concocted by the managers to annul his royalty compact and deprive him of his royalties and 

the fruits of his labors during the preceding eight or nine years. The contract was annulled in 

March, 1899, and the company refused to pay further royalties. By the annulment of the 

contract the control of Mr. Stimpson’s patents returned to him and he then, in the fall of 

1899, went to Detroit and organized the W. F. Stimpson Company with a paid-up capital of 

one hundred thousand 

(page 188) 

dollars. While the Stimpson Computing Scale Company of Elkhart refused to pay royalties, 

yet it continued to use Mr. Stimpson’s inventions, and no sooner had the W. F. Stimpson 

Company of Detroit gotten under way than litigation was brought be each concern against 

the other. The case came up in the United States court in Detroit in March, 1900. The suit 

was hard fought with capital on one side and the inventor with his capital on the other. The 

best legal talent in Chicago and Detroit was employed and the result was a complete victory 

for Mr. Stimpson and his associates. The case was then appealed to the circuit court of 

appeals and came up in Cincinnati in the summer of 1900, but Mr. Stimpson gained a second 

victory, his rights being sustained and an injunction granted against the Elkhart concern 

restraining them from further use of his patents and his name. Subsequently, the Stimpson 

Company of Elkhart was glad to sell to the Detroit concern at a very reasonable price, which 

they did in the fall of 1900, and a year or two later, the factory and business of the Elkhart 

concern were moved to Detroit. 
In 1902 the two Stimpson concerns at Detroit were consolidated into a community of 

interests company with Dayton Computing Scale Company, of Dayton, Ohio, and the 

Money Weight Scale Company, of Chicago, with a capital of over three million dollars with 

headquarters in New York city. The Stimpson Computing Scale Company at Detroit is in a 

flourishing condition and has built up a business that extends over the United States and 

Canada. 

After having placed the two computing scale companies on a solid footing Mr. Stimpson 

returned to Milan, where his family resided and organized the Stimpson Standard Scale 

Company with a paid-up capital of seventy-five thousand dollars. This plant was established 

for the manufacture of heavy scales such as wagon scales, portable platform scales, truck 

scales and other specialties of Mr. Stimpson’s invention, including coffee mills, meat 

choppers and other apparatus for use in grocery stores and markets. Mr. Stimpson is a 

majority stockholder in this concern and is secretary, secretary, treasurer and general 

manager. In 1905 he organized the Stimpson Mercantile Equipment Company with a paid-

up capital of twenty-five thousand dollars which is a selling company, to put upon the 

market the specialties manufactured by the Stimpson Standard Scale Company. Mr. 

Stimpson is president of the former corporation. 

On the 15th of February, 1905, Mr. Stimpson was married to Miss Estelle Heyn, a daughter 



of Julius and Jennie Heyn, of Toledo, Ohio. Although a consistent republican he has never 

taken a very active interest in politics, having little time to devote to anything outside of his 

busy career as an inventor and business man. He is a member of the Universalist church and 

at present makes his home in Detroit, where he and his wife occupy a magnificent suite of 

rooms in the Hotel Plaza. Washtenaw County may well be proud to be the native place of 

such a son. 

Stimpson 

Walter F. 

One of the main inventors of computing scales in Michigan history was Walter F. Stimpson, 

a teacher in Milan.  While in Milan and Detroit, he obtained 31 patents.  Louis Jaenichen of 

Detroit was the only Michigan inventor of the time with more patents than Stimpson:  39.  

The big breakthrough for the fledgling scales industry came with the idea of a teacher from 

Milan to record, in a simple way, the weight and price of grocery items, such as meat and 

produce, in one single step. Thereby, the useful computing scale was born.  Source: The 

Historical Society of Michigan Chronicle, Fall 2006, Vol. 29 no. 3.  www.hsmichigan.org. 

Stimpson 

William 

William Stimpson was the father of Walter F. Stimpson, inventor of the Stimpson computing 

scale.  William was born in Windham, Greene county, NY, Feb. 28, 1835.  He came to 

Washtenaw County in 1842 with his father, Theodore.  They settled in southern Saline 

township.  William married Maria L. Hurd, of London Township, on Feb. 22, 1860 at the 

home of John Bunce of London Township. Maria was born in 1836, daughter of Dr. Isaac 

Hurd of Milan. In 1892, William quit farming and retired, moving to Milan. 

William and Maria had three sons:  Walter F., George Washington, of Milan, and Frederick 

Hurd Stimpson, who took up farming in Hale, Michigan.     

Stimpson 

William 

William Stimpson, 24, of Saline (township), married Maria L. Hurd, 23, of London 

township, on Feb. 22, 1860 at the home of John Bunce in London township.  William Hall, 

Minister, officiated. Witnesses: John Bunce and Bethend Hack, both residents of London 

township. Source: Monroe county marriage records. 

Stimpson 

William 

“Miller” Stimpson (apparently William Stimpson) was b. Feb. 1836 and was 65 when census 

worker stopped by in 1900. He was married 40 years. He was b. in NY and both his parents 

were b. NY.  Occupation: “Retired farmer.”  Wife: Maria L. Stimpson, see separate listing. 

Maria was living in his home at time of census. So was Dorcas Bunce, his mother-in-law.  

Census found him in Village of Milan on Monroe county side. 

Stimpson 

William 

William Stimpson was b. NY, and was 46 when census was taken in Saline Township in 

1880. His occupation: farmer. Wife Maria Stimpson, 44. Son George Stimpson, 18. Son 

Frederick Stimpson, 16. Son Walter Stimpson, 9. Also in home: May Bunting, 13, b. MI, her 

parents b. England, her occupation “Servant.” 

Stimpson 

Scale 

“Stimpson Scale Manufacturing Co.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 

 

WALTER F. STIMPSON TIMETABLE 

1835 William Stimpson born Feb. 28, 1835 in Windham, Greene county, NY.  He was father of Walter 

Stimpson. 

1836 Maria L. Hurd was born March 26, 1836 in Livingston county, New York and when very young 

she came to Milan, Mich., with her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Isaac Hurd. She married William 

Stimpson in 1858.  NOTE: She married him in 1860. 

1842 William was about 7 years old when came to Washtenaw County in 1842 with his father, 

Theodore Stimpson. 

1860 William Stimpson, 24, of Saline (township), married Maria L. Hurd, 23, of London township, on 

Feb. 22, 1860 of the home of John Bunce in London township.  William Hall, Minister, 

officiated. Witnesses: John Bunce and Bethend Hack, both residents of London township. 

Source: Monroe county marriage records.  Note: Bethend Hack is probably Bethuel Hack. 

1861 Mell Barns was born in Quincy, Mich., Nov. 16, 1861.  His parents were Walton J. and Emily A. 

(Mudge) Barnes. 

1870 Walter Franklin Stimpson born in Saline township Sept. 20, 1870. Walter’s mother was Maria 

L. Hurd, daughter of Dorsica Hurd (Bunce) and Dr. Isaac Hurd.  Walter’s father was William 

Stimpson.  Walter had two older brothers: George Washington Stimpson and Frederick Hurd 

Stimpson.   

1881 Wedding of Louisa Barnes in Quincy, Branch County. Her relative, Mell Barnes, gave her an 

oil painting as a wedding present. 

1881 Death of Theodore Stimpson, grandfather of Walter F. Stimpson. 

1882 Farmers and Merchants Bank established by Mell Barnes and Starr Joseph, who both came to 



Milan from Quincy, Michigan.  They started out in a building (13 E. Main) which became Bill’s 

Coffee Shop in 1976.  Then they moved to the building on the southwest corner of Main and 

Wabash, and finally to the IOOF building.  Sometime after the start of the bank, Mell’s brother 

Tom Barnes bought out Starr Joseph’s interest.  Mell and Tom Barnes left the bank, and it was 

reorganized by Milton H. Hack, Pres., and George A. Dennison, Cashier.  Eventually the new 

location was built in 1906 by IOOF at 19 W. Main and the bank moved into that building. 

1883 If Stimpson graduated from 8th grade at age 12, he would have graduated in 1883.  He 

probably attended a country school. 

1885 According to his biography, Mell Barnes organized the Farmers’ & Merchants’ Bank, Milan, 

Mich., and was manager of it, from 1885-95. 

1886 Mell Barnes married Jessie 0. Wilbur in Quincy, Michigan, on June 2, 1886. 

1887 The glory days for wagon and hand truck scales started about 1887 and continued through 

1914, according to a chart prepared by Utz. 

1887 If Walter Stimpson finished high school, he would have done so sometime around 1887.  He 

could have skipped his high school graduation and gone straight to Cleary College, that’s what 

Arleigh Squires did. 

1889 Walter F. Stimpson was described as a teacher and a tinkerer before he got his first patent.  No 

date is given.  He was 19 years old in 1889. 

1889 According to a chart prepared by Utz, the glory days for computing scales started in 1889 and 

continued through 1934.   

1890 Is it possible that 1890 is the date when Walter finished at Cleary College, and started his 

teaching career?  He would have been 20.  There is another biography indicating he graduated 

from the State Normal College in Ypsilanti, perhaps that would have been around 1890 or so?  

Most likely he did not attend both colleges.  The earlier biography mentions Cleary College and 

the later biography says Normal College so I vote for Cleary as the correct answer. 

1890 The Braman Hotel on W. Main stopped being used as an inn.  It became a private residence. 

1890 Walton J. Barnes was born in Milan in 1890.  He was a son of Mell Barnes and Jessie O. 

(Wilbur) Barnes, both natives of Quincy, Michigan. Obviously the Farmers and Merchants 

Bank must have been created by this time. 

1892 Early in 1892, Mell Barnes had a baby boy, named him William.  However the child died 

September 10, 1892 at the age of 10 months.  Source: Charles Wilson as coroner for Village of 

Milan. 
1892 William Stimpson quit farming and retired in 1892. He left his farm in Saline Township and 

moved to Milan.  Since William was born in 1835, he would have been 57 years old in 1892.  

According to the Louisville biography of Walter Stimpson, his father quit farming to become a 

contractor. 

1892 Mell Barnes apparently started selling stock to Farmers and Merchants Bank in February 1890.  

Certificate number 1 was issued Feb. 10, 1890 to Hiram P. Thompson. 

1892 May 31, 1892, patent date. Stimpson of Milan.  A method of lowering the wheels on a grain 

harvester.  Stimpson received this patent in 1892 when he was almost 22.  He probably applied 

for the patent a year previously. 

1893 Mell Barnes first partnered with Walter Stimpson in 1893, according to a biography of Mell 

Barnes. 

1892 It was in 1892 while engaged in the pursuit of teaching school near his home in Milan, 

Michigan, that Mr. Stimpson first conceived the idea of his invention.  On one of his week-end 

visits back home he chanced to go over to the village grocery where the talk was agog over a 

new fangled weighing machine.  However, on a subsequent visit a week later he noticed that the 

scale was gone and upon inquiry to the storekeeper was told that it was unsatisfactory on 

account of the four operations necessary to operate it.  The young school teacher saw, however, 

the practical utility of a scale to compute as well as weigh, so procuring an old model scale, he 

set to work in his father’s barn to construct a machine to perform both operations at one time.  

The hardest obstacle encountered was the making of the computing beam, the size of which was 

twenty-four inches long by five inches wide, covered by over ten thousand figures and 

graduations.  These he stamped [with blacksmith tools] on a piece of sheet brass, each one 

separately by hand, the location of every mark having to be accurately measured and 

determined.   NOTE: Walter Stimpson DOB Sept. 20, 1870 

1893 A biography indicates that Walter Stimpson invented his computing scale in 1893.  In fact he 

had a long series of inventions, but probably his first one was the big breakthrough.  The 

biography says Stimpson walked into a Milan grocery store and learned that the merchant had 



returned his complicated scales because it was too difficult to figure the price and he couldn’t 

work it.  The scales was probably a product of a scales company in Toledo.  Stimpson, the 

tinkerer, used the tool area of his family farm in Saline Township and used blacksmith tools to 

alter an existing scale with a piece of brass.  The brass “computing beam” was 24 inches by 5 

inches.  He marked the brass for every price, thousands of numbers. This allowed the merchant 

to weigh the item and get the price at the same time. 

Stimpson partnered with banker Mell Barnes of Milan, and went to Manchester to sell his new 

scales.  He went back to Milan with seven orders in just six days.  The partner was jubilant, so 

they formed a company in Milan and then moved it to Tecumseh.  Stimpson wanted to invent, he 

did not have the knack for managing a corporation. 

1894 Sept. 25, 1894, Stimpson filed for his first scales patent.  It was granted July 23, 1895. 
1894 Walter Stimpson originally set up a plant in Milan in 1894 to produce his scale, in the same 

place where the Ideal Furnace Company was located later on.  “Stimpson Computing Scale Co. 

Ltd.”  This was a co-partnership, probably with Mell Barnes.  How old was Mell Barnes in 

1894?   Mell was born in 1861 so he was about 33 when he helped Stimpson set up that first 

plant in Milan.  Stimpson was 24. 

1894 According to a biography of Mell Barnes, he started the Stimpson Computing Scale Co. at 

Tecumseh, Mich., in 1894. 

1894 Stimpson set up his Milan factory in 1894, according to the summary provided by Utz Schmidt. 

1895 Stimpson of Milan obtains patent for design of computing scale.  Beam with table.  Platform, 

frame design.  March 26, 1895. 

1895 According to his biography, Mell Barnes says it was 1895 when he stopped running the 

Farmers and Merchants Bank in Milan. 

1895 Stimpson set up his plant in Tecumseh in 1895, and ran it until June 1896, according to a 

summary by Utz Schmidt. 

1895 May 31, 1895, Stimpson signed a contract with “management” for the management to run the 

manufacturing plant in Elkhart and pay him on a royalty basis.  In return, Stimpson released all 

his stock in the company. 
1895 Another platform computing scale by Walter Stimpson of Milan. July 23, 1895 

1895 According to Mell Barnes’ biography, he took the Stimpson business to Elkhart, IN, in 1895. 

1896 Aug. 28, 1896. Harriet E. and Alice M. Forbes, both residents of the township of Salina, sold 

property to William Stimpson who resided in the Village of Milan, in Monroe county.  Price $1. 

S 1/2 of the SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Sec. 22 in Town 4 South Range 5 East and containing 20 

acres more or less. 

1896 Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan moved from 13 E. Main to the SW corner of Main and 

Wabash. 

1896 In one biography, it says he moved his production from Tecumseh to Elkhart, Indiana, in 1896.  

If so, perhaps Stimpson signed the contract and it took almost a year to set up the business in 

Elkhart?  I doubt that Stimpson himself moved to Elkhart. 

1896 Diagram by Utz says that Stimpson left Tecumseh in June 1896 and established a 

manufacturing plant in Elkhart, Indiana.  This lasted in Indiana until August 1904 (when the 

lawsuit was over).  NOTE:  the lawsuit was over in 1902, so how could the manufacturing plant 

in Indiana last until 1904? 

1897 Charles Wilson was elected village president.  He was at various times a Worshipful Master of 

the Masonic Lodge, and Vice President of the Farmers and Merchant’s Bank of Milan. 

1898 Stimpson of Milan has another patent issued, computing scale, hanging, dial face, face plate.  

July 19, 1898. 

1899 Feb. 14, 1899.  Fan face design. Stimpson of Milan obtains patent this date.  Hanging scale 

with dial or fan face. 

1899 In March 1899, the management in Elkhart sent a letter to Stimpson announcing that they were 

voiding, canceling the contract with him.  Annulled it. 

1899 Dec. 29, 1899, Stimpson of Milan obtains patent on computing scale. Beam with table, platform. 

1899 Aug. 1, 1899, Stimpson of Milan is issued a patent for computing scale, hanging, dial face. 

1899 Oct. 24, 1899, Stimpson of Detroit receives patent for hanging spring scale. 

1899 Stimpson of Detroit patents his hanging spring scale.  Oct. 24, 1899. 

1899 According to diagram by Utz, Stimpson set up a company in Detroit in 1899, called WF 

Stimpson and Company.  His Uncle Oscar was an officer. Walter’s brother Frederick was also 

an officer.  Note:  there was an Oscar Stimpson in Saline who married a woman named Mary 



Jackson.  Perhaps he was William’s brother. 

1900 Nov. 7, 1900, appeals court ruled for Walter Stimpson against the Elkhart plant managers.  By 

1900, Stimpson’s lawsuit involving the management of the plant in Elkhart, Indiana, had come 

to an end.  Stimpson had already set up a manufacturing plant in Detroit, and it continued on 

after the demise of the Indiana plant. 

1900 Sept. 25, 1900, Stimpson of Milan receives another computing scale patent.  Beam with table, 

platform. 

1900 Jan.23, 1900, Stimpson of Milan is issued patent for hand truck scale, lever system. 

1900 Nov. 6, 1900, Stimpson of Detroit receives patent for F:  bearing -   loop. 

1901 On Jan. 12, 1901, James Doyle sold his Lot #1 to Walter F. Stimpson for $800.  Doyle lived in 

the village of Milan, Washtenaw county side, while Stimpson lived in the Village of Milan, 

Monroe county side (according to the deed).  Apparently Doyle was not married at the time.  

Witnessed: M. H. Hack and Chas. H. Mesic.  Notary was T. W. Barnes. West Main Street. Note: 

this parcel was used by Stimpson to build a hotel.  He had it completed by the summer of 1901 

according to Genealogist Friend. 

Note: I happen to know that there was a Doyle home situated close to the Stimpson Hotel, and 

the home was moved.  I have a historical picture of West Main showing the home.Apparently by 

moving the home there was more space for the hotel. 

1901 Nov. 1, 1901, Stimpson of Detroit patents his computing scale, beam with table, platform. 

1901 On Nov. 1, 1901, Stimpson of Detroit patents his computing scale beam with table, platform. 

1901 Dec.31, 1901, Stimpson of Detroit receives his patent for computing scale, hanging, barrel, 

vertical. 

1901 April 9, 1901, Stimpson of Detroit receives patent for F: Swiveling base for scale. 

1902 Aug. 19, 1902, Stimpson of Milan receives patent for brick -  machine. 

1902 Computing Scale Company of America, New York, NY formed in 1902.  It was intended as a 

“trust” so that competing scale companies could work together as a monopoly.  Members 

included W. F. Stimpson Co., Stimpson Computing Scale Co., Computing Scale Co. of Dayton, 

and Moneyweight Scale Co.  It seems likely that this trust was designed to exclude the Toledo 

Scale Company, which was founded in 1902. 

1902 In 1902 (that is the date Utz gives for Stimpson’s return to Milan; he kept his business in Milan 

from 1902-1904 and had another business in Milan from 1905-1906), Stimpson had placed the 

two computing scale companies on a solid footing, so Mr. Stimpson returned to Milan, where 

his family resided.  There, he organized the Stimpson Standard Scale Company with a paid-up 

capital of seventy-five thousand dollars.  This plant was established for the manufacture of 

heavy scales such as wagon scales, portable platform scales, truck scales and other specialties 

of Mr. Stimpson’s invention, including coffee mills, meat choppers and other apparatus for use 

in grocery stores and markets. Mr. Stimpson is a majority stockholder in this concern and is 

secretary, treasurer and general manager. In 1905 he organized the Stimpson Mercantile 

Equipment Company with a paid-up capital of twenty-five thousand dollars which is a selling 

company to put upon the market the specialties manufactured by the Stimpson Standard Scale 

Company. 

1902 Dec.31, 1902, date of deed from Orlando W. Leonard and his wife Anna G. Leonard, who live 

in the Village of Milan, to Stimpson Standard Scale Company, a corporation of Detroit. Price: 

$600.  Property is located in township of Milan. Witnessed by George F. Minto and Charles 

Gauntlett. 

Legal description: commencing on west line of section 2 in the center of Monroe Saline 

highway, and running thence south 64 degrees east, along the center of said highway, 3.55 

chains; thence north 45 degrees east 9.98 chains to the east line of the west quarter of the NW 

quarter of Section 2; thence north on said line 4.10 chains to the south line of the Wabash RR 

right of way; thence south 51 and 1/2 degrees west along said line 12.82 chains to the center of 

Dexter Street; thence south 8 degrees west 1.63 chains to the place of beginning.  Contingency:  

Stimpson is to place a wire fence on the SE border of his property (apparently to protect the 

livestock on Leonard’s farm.) Liber 153 page 554, Monroe Register of Deeds. 

1903 According to a 1903 Detroit city directory, W. F. Stimpson was living at 38 Garfield Avenue, 

and his plant was located at 58 Congress.  “Stimpson Standard Scale Co.” had O. A. Kelley as 

Vice President.  A page of ads in the directory was reserved for scales dealers, and in an 

advertisement, Stimpson says he sells all kinds of scales, including wheelbarrows, trucks, 

grocers and butchers’ supplies, etc. The ad indicates that 58 Congress Street is the place to go. 

1901 Stimpson Hotel built in Milan, in 1901.   



According to obit of Charles Gauntlett, Stimpson bought the land for his hotel from Charles 

Gauntlett, who had retired from the shoe business to devote himself to his race horses across 

from the cemetery on Platt Road.  Charles owned that whole block, called “Gauntlett Block” 

and sold it to the Stimpson Brothers in about 1892, according to Charles Gauntlett obituary. 

Note: that might be wrong.  Who were the Stimpson brothers?  Probably Walter Franklin 

Stimpson and his brother George Washington Stimpson.  There was a third brother, a farmer in 

Hale, Michigan, who was probably not a purchaser of the Stimpson Hotel property. 

Stimpson commenced erection of the new $10,000 hotel in the spring and it was ready for 

occupancy (in the summer?).  The mason work was done by Geo. Schaefer & Co. of Saline, 

carpenter work by W. R. Smith of Milan. Painting and finishing done by H. H. Taylor of Milan. 

Edward VanLeyen of Detroit was the architect.  Other hotels: Near the railroad, Webster Hotel, 

Stevens Hotel, and Railroad Hotel.  Along W. Main for stagecoach stops:  Braman Hotel, 3 

stories, at 141 W. Main, Babcock Hotel (probably gone by 1905), Edwards Hotel (gone by 

1905) and Commercial Hotel at 54 W. Main (may have been gone by then). 

1904 Bertha M. Cone and H. Clay Pepper were married in Feb. or March 1904. Pepper worked at a 

Stimpson plant in Detroit.  He was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Olsen Pepper of Milan, and Bertha 

is daughter of Joseph Cone of Milan. 

1904 Stimpson Land Co. founded in Detroit, with Walter F. Stimpson as head. 

1904 Stimpson Computing Scales Company is in business in Detroit, for sales of the product.  Sales 

business stays in Detroit until 1912.  W. F. Stimpson Co. is the manufacturing arm, also started 

in Detroit in 1904; it continues in Detroit until 1914.  According to the Utz summary, Stimpson 

was in Detroit from 1904-1914, which overlaps some of his time in Milan. 

1905 On the 15th of February, 1905, Mr. Stimpson was married to Miss Estelle Heyn, a daughter of 

Julius and Jennie Heyn, of Toledo, Ohio. 

1905 Darrell Bordine and Miss Marion Mott of Detroit, married Friday, Oct. 2, 1936. She is 

daughter of MM Arthur Mott Sr., former residents of Milan when Mr. Mott was superintendent 

of the Stimpson Scale Co. plant here They moved away from Milan in 1905. 

1906 Construction completed on the IOOF building on W. Main St.  It was occupied immediately by 

the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan.  By that time, the Barnes brothers had long gone. 

1906 Aug. 14, 1906, Stimpson of Detroit obtained patent for his cheese cutter - scale. 

1906 According to the Utz summary, Stimpson was in Northville from 1906-1911 and he was also in 

Northville from 1911 to 1926.  This would refer to the two different companies, the first went 

bankrupt, the second company bought out the first from the bankruptcy receiver. 

1906 In July 1906, the Northville Record newspaper announced that Stimpson’s company was 

leaving Milan and coming to Northville.  The city attorney together with a Northville 

manufacturer convinced Stimpson to make the move.  The people of Northville took only 24 

hours to raise $8,000 to purchase stock in the company. The first officers are F. S. Harmon, 

president; L. I. Brooks, vice president; C. C. Yerkes, secretary; Ed. Gay, treasurer and Wm. 

Stimpson, general manager. Note: Wm Stimpson was Walter’s dad.  Edward Gay was a 

business owner in Milan. 

1907 Stimpson Specialty Company formed, plant built in Northville, Michigan.  Note:  Stimpson’s 

brother George lived in Northville.  The Northville operation lasted until about 1911. 

1907 Aug. 20, 1907, Stimpson of Detroit, Scale base, design 

1908 April 28, 1908, Stimpson of Detroit, bearing, support 

1908 Wm. Stimpson, aged 76, father of George and Walter Stimpson, of the Stimpson Scale and Mfg. 

Co. of this place, was stricken with paralysis Saturday morning while out hunting with his two 

grand sons, Reed and Jay Stimpson, on Chas. Smock’s farm. He became unconscious and sank 

to the ground. The boys summoned Mr. Smock and he placed him in a wagon and brought him 

home. At present he is very comfortable, but sill to a serious condition.  Source:  The Northville 

Record, Jan. 24, 1908. 

1909 Nov. 30, 1909, Walter Stimpson of Detroit receives patent for computing scale, fan dial face, 

side plate. 

1909 Nov. 9, 1909, Stimpson of Detroit, computing scale, fan dial face, side plate, circular base 

under platform. 

1909 The business of the Stimpson Scale company is just booming these days, and orders are coming 

in so thick that it keeps Mr. Stimpson and his assistants on the jump just about night and day. 

This week the firm has received a $5,000 order for their electric coffee mill. Source: Northville 

Record, March 5, 1909. 

1909 In 1909 and 1910, Stimpson assigned some of his patents, to his wife and to his uncle and to a 



bank.  This suggests he was in financial trouble and he was trying to divest his assets. 

1910 In approximately 1910, Stimpson’s father William and his wife Maria left Milan and moved to 

Northville, Michigan, probably to be with their son George of Northville, or her son Fred of 

Freeland.  In 1918, Maria died in the home of her son Fred. 

1910 Mell Barnes’ son, Walton J. Barnes, attended the University of Michigan, graduating in 1910.  

Walton then got a job with the Detroit Automatic Scale Company. 
1910 According to Marie Stimpson’s obit, she and her husband William Stimpson left the Village of 

Milan in about 1910 and moved to Northville. 

1911 Oct. 17, 1911, Stimpson of Detroit received patent for folding wall bracket with multiple beam 

scale. 

1911 CTR company is formed June 15, 1911.  That stands for Computing Tabulating Recording. 

Formed in Endicott, NY.  The following companies were rolled up into CTR:  Computing Scale 

Company of America, Tabulating Machine Company, International Time Recording Company.  

Note: it later morphed into IBM in 1924. 

1911 In Sept. 1911, Wayne County Circuit Court appointed a receiver to take over the Stimpson 

Scale Company.  The company had its manufacturing plant in Northville.  The company 

prepared for this by sending out glowing press releases in the months previous, indicating that 

their business was booming, and boasting about sales of the coffee mills and swiveling scale 

products.  Walter also prepared ahead of time by giving away his patents to his wife, uncle, and 

a bank.  NOTE: modern bankruptcy law would not allow such divestments. 

1911 In October 1911, the Northville newspaper reports that certain creditors in Toledo have 

purchased the bankruptcy Stimpson Scale Company.  Apparently these creditors were owners of 

the Stimpson Specialty Company (probably an Ohio concern).  The creditors gave up $16,000 

in debt, and they paid in $30,000, to purchase the Northville company.  Shareholders got 

nothing. 

1911 The Stimpson Scale company has been in the hands of a receiver for some time.  But now, the 

Stimpson Scale & Electric Co. has purchased it.  The new officers are J. W. McMahon, 

president; W. F. Stimpson, vice president; Fred L. Newton, secretary; Peter Donnely, treasurer; 

and Edward Gay, general manager. Source: Northfield Record, Dec. 15, 1911. 

1912 W. F. Stimpson Manufacturing Company became part of Detroit Automatic Scale Company and 

Detroit Scale Manufacturing Company. 

1912 According to the Utz summary, Stimpson was in Detroit from 1912 to 1921 and also from 1914 

to 1921. 

1913 At the annual meeting of the Stockholders of the Stimpson Scale & Electric company, held at the 

(Northville) office of the company on January 20, 1913, the following officers were elected: J. 

W. McMAHON, President, Toledo, Ohio. W. F. STIMPSON, Vice President, Detroit, Mich. F. 

L. NEWTON, Secretary, Northville, Mich. ALBERT A. MARTZ, Treasurer, Detroit, Mich. 

EDWARD GAY, General Manager, Northville, Mich.   

1914 Aug. 4, 1914, Stimpson of Detroit, computing scale. Fan dial face. Side plate. Combined tare 

beam with detachable weights. 

1914 Oct. 20, 1914. Stimpson of Detroit, computing scale. Fan dial face. Front plate. 

1914 April 14, 1914. Stimpson of Detroit. Computing scale, fan dial face, adjustable index. 

1914 Nov. 24, 1914. Stimpson of Detroit.  Computing scale, fan dial face, side plate. 

1914 April 21,1914. Stimpson of Detroit. Computing scale. Fan dial face. Front plate, frame, design. 

1914 In 1914, Mell Barnes was secretary, treasurer and general manager Detroit Automatic Scale 

Co., and W. F. Stimpson Co.; vice president Blau-Gas Co. of Mich.; director Quincy State 

Bank. Republican. Unitarian. Mason.   

1915 April 27, 1915.  Stimpson of Detroit. Wagon scale, pitless. 

1915 April 6, 1915.  Stimpson of Detroit, coffee mill. Pedestal. 

1916 In April 1916, the Northville newspaper reported that the Stimpson Scale and Electric Company 

of Northville is receiving orders like mad.  They are shipping out their product by the carload 

(referring to railroad no doubt). 

1916 Nov. 21, 1916. Patent awarded. Stimpson of Detroit. Coffee mill. 

1918 Stimpson’s mother dies April 6, 1918 at the home of her son Fred.  The obituary from the 

Northville newspaper does not say specifically, but apparently Maria’s husband William had 

already passed away. 

1919 Jan. 14, 1919. Patent. Stimpson of Detroit, computing scale. Fan dial face. Front plate, frame, 

design. 



1919 Stimpson Computing Scale Co. established in Louisville, KY. early in 1919, with Louisville 

capital and most of the managers from Louisville.  Stimpson waited until after the Great War to 

open this plant; other scales manufacturers were taken over by the US government during the 

war and forced to make war-related items; after the war, these plants died.   

1920 The Barnes Scale Company of Detroit was organized in 1920 with Mell Barnes as president, 

Walton J. Barnes as vice president and Thomas W. Barnes as secretary and treasurer.  There 

may have been a Stuart Barnes, attorney, and Emma Barnes, doing some other job.  Company 

lasted until 1949, although Mell passed away in 1924, just a few years after the company was 

founded. 

1921 Feb. 1, 1921. Stimpson of Detroit. Computing scale, fan dial face, front plate. 

1921 Detroit Automatic Scale Company consolidated into Dayton Scale Company. 

1922 Jan. 10, 1922. Stimpson of Detroit. Computing scale, fan dial face, front plate. 

1924 Stimpson of Detroit. June 24, 1924.  Computing scale. Fan dial face. Front plate. 

1924 C. T. R. (Computing Tabulating Recording Co.) was renamed IBM (International Business 

Machines) in Endicott, NY, on Feb. 14, 1924.   

1924 The first president of Barnes Scale Company was Mell Barnes, who died in 1924.   Then his 

son, W. J. Barnes, was made president and manager of the company. 

1925 Barnes Scale Co. was going gang-busters, and in 1925 they had to build a large addition on the 

plant. 

1926 W. J. Barnes had an uncle, Thomas W. Barnes, (probably Mell’s brother).  Thomas died in 

1926.  At that point, H. W. Barnes, son of Mell Barnes, became the vice president and treasurer, 

with C. H. Simms as secretary. 

1926 In May 1926, the Northville newspaper announced that a Detroit manufacturing concern has 

purchased the former Stimpson Scales building.  The place will be used to build aircraft. 

 

1926 Walter was in Detroit on May 17, 1926 -- He filed for Canadian patent 268875. -greg.  
1927 Barnes Scale Company had a design patented but it was probably never made. 

1928 In 1928, Stimpson’s biography appeared in a book about important men of Louisville, 

Kentucky.  It stated in the biography that he is a member of the Universalist Church. 

1928 Photo of Stimpson, (at least I think he’s probably Stimpson,) in a photo labeled March 2, 1928.  

Apparently someone is digging a shovel into the dirt.  Could this be for a new building for 

Stimpson’s business in Louisville?  There is another guy in the picture, on the left, bent over a 

shovel.   I wonder who he is? 

1930 It was about 1930 that Stimpson moved his Louisville operation into a larger building, which he 

built himself specially for the purpose.  An undated newspaper article from the Louisville 

Courier Journal says Stimpson Computing Scale Company has vacated its old plant at Ninth 

and Market Streets and is now located in a  new and modernly equipped building at Logan and 

Breckenridge Streets.  I see no date on the newspaper article but it comments that Stimpson’s 

first patent was issued 35 years ago.  1895 plus 35 years is 1930.  In 1930, Stimpson was 

manufacturing 34 products including scales, coffee mills, and meat choppers, some with color 

choices.  At that time, the newspaper article says, his plant employed 125 people. About 220 

salesmen are selling the products throughout the US and Canada. 

1931 May 23, 1931, Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan merged with Milan State Savings Bank 

on Wabash Street.  New name:  Peoples State Bank of Milan. 

1932 National Counting Scale Company joins the party, and merges into Dayton Scale Company. 

1933 Feb. 14, 1933, Stimpson of Detroit, and Murray K. Patten of Dayton, Ohio, obtained a patent 

for a propeller with controllable pitch. 

1933 Feb. 14, 1933. Stimpson of Detroit, computing scale, barrel top, horizontal, end indicator. 

1933 Aug. 8, 1933, Stimpson of Detroit, together with Willis E. Finch of Bareville, PA. Computing 

scale, thermostatic control. 

1936 July 14, 1936.  Stimpson of Detroit. Computing scale. Fan dial face. Side plate. Selective 

weights. 

1942 Aug. 17, 1942, Walter Stimpson died in Louisville, KY.  He passed away at 1:15 p.m. at Norton 

Memorial Infirmary.  He was cremated and buried in Louisville.  He held 74 patents. 66 for 

scales and designs, the rest for other things such as the first patent, also his coffee grinder, 

cheese slicer, and meat chopper. 
The Kentucky death certificate says that at his death, Walter F. Stimpson and his wife lived at 

Commodore Apartments in Louisville, KY, in Jefferson county. That is 2140 Bonnycastle in 



Louisville. It says he was born Sept. 20, 1870 in Milan, Mich. He died at Norton Infirmary on 

Aug. 17, 1942, age  71 yrs, 10 mos,  27 days. Cancer of esophagus. He was ill for 3 days before 

he died. The funeral director was L. D. Pearson and Son at 310 S. 3rd St. The death certificate 

lists Louisville Crematory. Wife: Estelle Stimpson. 

1947 In Louisville, the Globe Slicing Machinery Company buys the Stimpson scale company. 

1959 Estelle Stimpson, wife of Walter Stimpson, died in Toledo, Ohio on March 18, 1959. 

1987 Stimpson Computing Scale company building , equipment, and land sold at auction 

2011 June 1, 2011, the former Stimpson Hotel was destroyed by fire.  No one was hurt. 

 

STIVING 
Stiving 

Gene 

Gene L. Stiving, 84, died April 28, 2013 at Evangelical Home Saline. He was born May 18, 

1928 in Kunkle, Ohio to Gerald and Irene Lonabarger Stivng. On March 8, 1951, he married 

Mary Gruden in Milan and she survives. He retired in 1990 as a Mason. He was an Army 

veteran of the Korean Conflict. Burial in Marble Park Cemetery. 

 

STOMMEN, STORL 
Stommen John and Barbara Stommen bought the Milan Leader in 1959 from Lucille Johnson DeRyke.  

They moved it to 5 W. Main Street. 

Storl Ethel Mrs. William Storl was found dead in her apartment in July 26, 1939.  She and her husband 

came to Milan about four years ago, purchased the Garrick theatre, and have ben operating it 

since that time.  Mrs. Storl was born in Smithville, Ohio, Nov. 12, 1891 and was 47 at time 

of her death. She was survived by two daughters, Dorothy Latham of Monroeville, Ohio, 

and Opal, at home.  Funeral will be held at the apartment, and burial at Glendale Cemetery 

in Akron.  Source: Obituary.  Note: They never bought Garrick Theatre, they just leased it.  

Note:  Mrs. Storl in this case was Ethel. 

Storl  

Imo Jean 

Imo Jean Storl, 84, died Friday, Nov. 26, 1980 at Glacier Hills. She was born in Milan April 

21, 1896, daughter of Stella and Wiley Lampkin (sic).  Note: she was second wife of 

William H. Storl.  She married him on July 4, 1945.   She was buried next to him at Marble 

Park Cemetery.  Her father’s name was Lamkin.  See also Imo Lamkin.  Note: Stella Lamkin 

was Imo Jean’s step-mother.  The real mother was Minnie Sanford.  See “Lamkin.” 

Storl Opal Opal Buchanan was unofficially adopted by William and Ethel Storl.  She attended the 

Milan schools after Bill and Ethel moved to Michigan.  She lived with the family in their 

apartment in the big red brick building, which was built by Gauntlett.  She was known as 

Opal Storl.  She later married Edmund Sanch and stayed in Milan. 

Storl 

William 

William H. Storl was born Aug. 25, 1888 and died Oct. 27, 1973.  His full name was 

William Henry Storl.  His grandson David Latham came to Milan to follow in his 

grandfather’s footsteps. 

Storl 

William 

William H. Storl, 85, 440 Bodley Crescent, Milan, passed away Saturday (Oct. 27, 1973) at 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. Funeral services were held at Stevens Funeral Home. Burial in 

Marble Park Cemetery.  Mr. Storl started the Milan Theatre on West Main St. in 1939 after 

purchasing the Garrick Theatre here on east Main Street in 1932 and operating that until he 

constructed the new theatre.  He then operated the Milan Theatre until he retired in 1958. He 

also owned the Storl Apt. building on W. Main St. Source: Milan Leader Oct. 27, 1973. 

Storl 

William 

On August 20, 1940, William H. Storl purchased some property in Milan.  Where?  Lot 32, 

Supervisor’s Plat No. 3, Village of Milan. Price: not given.  Seller:  Milan Depositors 

Corporation, with John W. Royal signing as president and Louie Bond as secretary.  

Witnesses to the deed:  Benjamin A. Simons and Maurine Hoover. Source: Liber 369, page 

305, Washtenaw Register of Deeds. 

Storl 

William 

On Oct. 12, 1938, William H. Storl and his wife Ethel purchased certain real estate in Milan. 

Where? Lot 21 of Supervisor’s Plat #3, to the Village of Milan.  Seller:  Mary J. Keller of 

Coldwater, Michigan.  Price: not given.   Source:  Liber 330, page 96, Register of Deeds, 

Washtenaw County.  NOTE:  Fran in Equalization Department says Lot 21 is the same as 

Parcel 19-19-35-454-010, which is 39 W. Main, owned by D. H. Latham LLC.   NOTE: 39 

W. Main is the movie theater/hardware store.  39 is the house behind there.  41 is the red 

brick apartment building.   

Storl 

William 

On August 15, 1973, William H. Storl and his wife, Imo, purchased property in Milan for 

$25,450.  Where? Riverside Subdivision, lot No. 2.  Seller: Gerald J. and Dolores Risch. 



Source: Liber 1450, page 795, Washtenaw Register of Deeds.  Note: William died a few 

months later. 

Straits 

Helen 

Helen Straits was the daughter of Julian and Mary Pickett. Helen was born Nov. 25, 1910. 

She went to Milan High School. Her brother is Melvin Pickett. Helen died around July 1944. 

Straits  

Vern 
Vern Straits was photographed at the Firemen’s Christmas Potluck in 1951. He is also seen 

in photo #3723 where he is wearing his fireman uniform and standing on W. Main. 
Straits  

Vern 

Vern Straits took a photo for the Milan local paper, showing a car accident on US 23. This 

photo was in the newspaper and was clipped but not dated. US 23 was not a divided 

highway at this time, just a two-lane road. The photo showed Ralph Meyers, a police officer, 

directing traffic. It looked like there wasn’t that much traffic at the time. Photo donated by 

Straits’ granddaughter, Diane (Schroeder?) of Britton. 

Straits  

Vernon 

Vernon G. Straits Jr. is listed on Find A Grave at Marble Park Cemetery, his gravestone says 

1913-1989. 26455122. 
Straits 

Vernon 

Vernon Straits was born in Milan and worked for Fords in Ypsilanti for 50 years without 

ever missing a day. He was photographed getting an award from Henry Ford for his work 

ethic.  He married Helen Pickett but I am not sure the date.  They had two children, Jeanette 

and Sharon. Then Helen died giving birth to a son; the baby also died. Vernon remarried 

Wife #2 Clara, she died about 8-10 years before him. Source: Diane, daughter of Sharon. 

Straits, 

Vern 

Shirley Straits made this comment on Facebook in Sept. 2015: “If I recall correctly, there 

was an article on him in the Milan Booster when he reached his 40 year anniversary at 

Fords. He never took a sick day. He drove a new Ford LTD with the license plate "Ford 40". 

I remember him hanging out with my dad and the guys at May's Texaco. He was always 

smoking cigars, or chewing on them anyway. He had a nice sense of humor.” 

Stralnic 

Minnie 

Minnie M. Stralnic, 51, wife of Robert A. Stralnic, died Friday night at St. joseph Mercy 

hospital in Ann Arbor., She had resided in Milan since her marriage, Oct. 31, 1914, in 

Azalia. Mrs. Stralnic was born Jan. 25, 1895, in Cone, a daughter of Jehite and Jessie Auten. 

Surviving besides the husband, are three sons, Louis and Frank of Ann Arbor and Paul of 

Saline; four grandchildren; five brothers, Clyde and Lee of Milan, John of Dundee; Paul of 

Ypsilanti and Glen Auten of Flint; and a sister Mrs. Cecil Roof of Wayne. Funeral was held 

at Stevens & Bush Funeral Home, Rev. William Johnson officiating Burial in Marble Park 

Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend, page 106, at Milan Public Library. Find a grave 

number 124519828 

Stralnic 

Paul 

Paul Elmer Stralnic was born April 19, 1926. Father: Paul J. Stralnic of Milan, born in 

Austria, occupation “Moulder.” (Foundry.) Mother: Ava Lynn of Milan Township. Source: 

Milan births. 

Straub 

Henry 

Henry Straub, 26, farmer, b. MI, both parents b. Baden (Germany). Wife Annie, 24, b. MI, 

her parents also b. Baden.  Son George, 1, b. MI.  Mother in law Abbey Meyer, 66, also 

lived in the house with the family; she was b. in Baden.  Source: 1880 London twp census. 

Straub John John Straub, 43, a farmer, b. Baden, Germany, according to 1880 London twp census. Wife 

Elizabeth, 39, also b. Baden. Son Frederick, 11, occupation: “Help on farm.” He was b. MI. 

Daughter Matilda, 9, daughter Therressa, 7, son John, Jr., 4, and son Charles B. age 4 

months, was b. in January 1880. 

Straub 

Phillip 

Phillip Straub, 38, farmer, b. Baden, Germany, answered the census in London twp in 1880. 

Wife Louise, 35, b. Baden, Germany. Daughter Rosa, 11, b. MI. Son Joseph, 9. Son Frank, 

8. Daughter Helen, 5. Son Henry, 1. 

Streit 

Lillian 

Miss Lillian Streit was photographed Nov. 2, 1910 at Arnot Opera House where she 

appeared in a school play, “Silas The Chore Boy.” [#3132] 

Stribley 

Walter 

Physician. Dr. Walter Stribley and his wife Grace lived on W. Main in a big house next to 

the Union Church, probably 75 W. Main.  1950, 1960.  Right now, a big white house.  We 

lived at 67 W. Main.  Source: Arlene Baisch. (Do not use her in the paper.)  He had his 

office kitty corner from the Milan Lumber yard before he died. 

Stribley 

Walter 

Walter Stribley was an Osteopathic Surgeon and lived at 305 North St., according to a Milan 

Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Striker, A. “Striker, A. tailor.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Strong 

Jeanne 

Jeanne S. Strong, born May 28, 1876, died Feb. 11, 1966. Funeral was held at Stevens and 

Bush Funeral Home, Milan, on Feb. 14, 1966, with Rev. Sidney S. Rood and Rev. Walter 

Neds officiating. Interment at Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac, Mich. Source: Funeral pamphlet 

saved by family, including her daughter Alma Stuart. 



 

STUART (See also STEWART) 
Stuart A A. E. Stuart died Nov. 8, 1905 at 76 years. Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery at 

Summerfield. 

Stuart 

Alexander 

Alexander E. Stuart was born in Edinborough, Scotland, Sept. 21, 1829. He died Nov. 6, 

1905, at the age of 76 years, 1 month, 10 days. He was the youngest of 11 children.  At age 

21 he left home and became a tailor in Toronto, Canada.   He moved to Monroe, then in 

1869 to Petersburg.  In 1885 he retired from his clothing store and moved to his farm east of 

Petersburg where he lived at the time of his death.  He was married Aug. 27, 1853 to Eliza 

Edwards.  They had 8 children, 5 survived their father.  Soon after settling in Petersburg his 

wife died, and on Aug. 26, 1869, he married Mary E. Todd of Petersburg.  They had 6 

children, and 4 survived their father.  He was a member of the Masonic lodge of Monroe and 

then of Petersburg.  He played music and enjoyed reading. On March 31, 1904 he suffered a 

stroke and never recovered from it.  His surviving children include: Charles E.; Wm. A.; 

Frank T.; and J. Allaster Stuart of Petersburg.   Source: Petersburg Sun, Nov. 10, 1905. 

Monroe Museum archives. 

Stuart  

Alice 

Alice Stuart died in 1879 in Lawrence, Kansas.  Source: Monroe Commercial, March 7, 

1879. Monroe Museum archives. 

Stuart 

Alma 

Alma E. Stuart, age 61, died Sunday at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital after an illness of one 

year. She was born Oct. 5, 1908, the daughter of Archie and Jeanne Strong. She married 

Kenneth C. Stuart on April 1, 1945 in the Stony Creek Methodist Church in Augusta 

Township. Mrs. Stuart is survived by her husband. Funeral will be held Wednesday at the 

Stevens and Bush Funeral Home in Milan. Burial will follow in the Marble Park Cemetery. 

Source: newspaper clipping obit.  Note: another obit, from Milan Booster newspaper, is 

dated Nov. 5, 1969 (date of publication). It says she was born in Farmington. It says her 

parents were Archie and Jeanne Strong.  Note: funeral leaflet says Alma E. Stuart was born 

Oct. 5, 1908 and died Oct. 25, 1969. Clergyman officiating: Rev. Sidney S. Rood. (See also 

Jeanne S. Strong.) 

Stuart Betty Miss Betty Stuart, daughter of MM Donald Stuart and Frederick Shedd, son of MM Arthur 

Shedd of Belleville, were married Friday, March 31 at 8 o’clock at the Methodist parsonage 

with Rev. William A. Johnson officiating. The former Miss Stuart was attired in a red 

gabardine suit and wore navy accessories. Her flowers were a corsage of orchids and white 

gardinias. Her sister Pat, attendant, wore gray gabardine suit with navy accessories and a 

corsage of roses and gardenias. Honeymoon in Chicago. He was in the Navy air force during 

the last war and works in the drafting department of the Ford Motor Co. in Ypsi. She also 

works in the drafting dept. at Ford.  Source: news clipping with no date. 

Stuart 

Charles 

Charles E. Stuart, 89, of 10104 Stony Creek Rd., York Township, died yesterday afternoon 

in Saline Community Hospital where he had been for three days. He had been in ill health 

for about seven months. The Rev. William E. Frayer, pastor of the Stony Creek Methodist 

Church, will officiate at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home in Milan. Burial will be in London 

cemetery. Born Feb. 10, 1873, in London township, he was the son of Henry L. and Maria 

Stuart. He married Mary Louise Lamkin March 29, 1899 in the Lamkin home in London 

township. They lived in London township until 1923 when they moved to the Stony Creek 

Rd. address. The couple celebrated their golden wedding anniversary March 29, 1949. Mr. 

Stuart was a retired farmer. Surviving are two sons, Kenneth C. Stuart and Donald H. Stuart, 

both of Milan; grandchildren etc.  Source: Newspaper clipping obit. See also Alma Stuart. 

Stuart 

Charles E. 

Charles E. Stuart born Feb. 10, 1873, and died March 19, 1962. Funeral March 22, 1962 at 

Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, Milan, officiated by Rev. William E. Frayer. Burial at 

London Cemetery. Source: funeral pamphlet. 

Stuart 

Donald 

Donald Stuart, 21, farmer, son of Charles Stuart and Mary Lamkin, married Wilma Smith, 

18, of Hudson, Mich. She is daughter of Walter Smith and Edith . The marriage took place 

in Dundee Jan. 4, 1928. The clergyman was N. M. Pritchard. Source: original marriage 

certificate saved by the family.  Note: see also Betty Stuart. Note: Wilma’s birth certificate 

says “Wylma.” 

Stuart 

Donald 

Donald Stuart, 82, of Milan, died Oct. 9, 1989 at Saline Community Hospital. He was born 

Oct. 16, 1906 in Monroe County, the son of Charles and Mary (Lamkin) Stuart. On Jan. 4, 

1929 he married Wylma Smith in Milan. [Note: the obit spells her name “Wylma.”) He was 

a farmer and a member of the Loyal Order of Moose. He is survived by his wife, a son, 



Robert; a daughter, Betty (Cheek) and a brother, Kenneth, all of Milan.His daughter Patricia 

died in 1972. Funeral held at Ochalek-Stark Funeral Home, Milan, with the Rev. Robert 

Goudie officiating. Burial in Marble Park Cemetery. Source: news clipping obit. 
Stuart 

Donald 

Donald Henry Stuart died of acute myocardial infarction Oct. 9, 1989. His address was 

10769 Sanford Rd. Source: death certificate. 

Stuart 

Frank 

Mrs. Frank Stuart died Jan. 20, 1910 at 37 years. Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery at 

Summerfield.  Note: she would have been born about 1873. 

Stuart 

Frank 

Frank T. Stuart died March 9, 1920 at 22 years.  Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery at 

Summerfield.  Note: he would have been born about 1898. 

Stuart  

Fred 

Stuart, child, died Aug. 24, 1895 at 3 months. Father: Fred. Source: “new” Petersburg 

cemetery in Summerfield. 

Stuart  

Fred 

Stuart, child, died July 3, 1885 at age of one month. Father: Fred. Source: “new” Petersburg 

cemetery in Summerfield. 

Stuart 

Henry 

Henry Stuart, the second son of Nathan and Rosaline (Butler) Stuart, died Jan. 19, 1923 at 

age 75.  He was born in London twp. on Nov. 5, 1847. He was 75, 2 months, and 14 days.  

He married Maria Davis on Oct. 22, 1871. They lived together over 52 years. He leaves his 

widow, one son Charles E., and two grandsons, Kenneth C. and Donald H. He leaves 3 

sisters, 2 brothers and others. He suffered a paralytic stroke about two years ago.  He was an 

industrious and progressive farmer.  He was active with the Baptist Church of Mooreville. 

Funeral was held at his home, with Mr. and Mrs. Alva Dexter singing. Burial at London 

cemetery.  Source: obituary, “Genealogist Friend” at Milan Public Library. 

Stuart 

Henry Mrs. 

Maria Davis Stuart, wife of Henry Stuart, was born in 1846 and died in 1930. They had a 

son Charles. Source: Find A Grave, London Cemetery. 

Stuart 

Henry 

Henry L. Stuart transferred some land to Charles E. Farrington and wife in 1888. Liber 121, 

page 448, Monroe register of deeds. 

Stuart 

Henry Mrs. 

Maria Louisa Davis, youngest child of Asa and Amanda Davis, was born in Dundee June 21, 

1846.  She came to Milan with her parents in 1867. On Oct. 22, 1871 she was married to 

Henry L. Stuart. He died Jan. 19, 1923. They had one son, Charles E. Stuart. Maria died Jan. 

7, 1930 at 83 years, 6 months, and 17 days.  Source: obituary. 

Stuart  

Ines 

Ines Stuart died Feb. 10, 1892 at London twp. Age: 30 years 7 months. Consumption.Sex: F. 

Color: W. Marital: S. Birthplace Mich. Occupation: Housekeeper. Father: Nathan Stuart of 

London Twp. Mother: no name given. Death records Monroe county 

Stuart J Mrs. J. A. Stuart died Jan. 18, 1909 at 23 years. Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery at 

Summerfield. 

Stuart Janet Janet (Young) Stuart was b. Dec. 11, 1830 in Washtenaw county. She married “Nathan 

Stewart” at Washtenaw County. Her father: Henry Young. Mother: Mary Scramblin Young. 

Source: Phillips genealogy book. 

Stuart 

Joseph 

Joseph B. Stuart died Sept 2, 1834.  He died in the prime of life. “Upon the first 

commencement of the cholera, up to the time of his sickness, Mr. S. was constant in his 

attention at the bedsides of the sick; and his unexpencted departure, perhaps, may be 

attributed to extreme fatigue and care of mind, brought on by an almost unexampled 

watachfulness after the welfare of his fellow mortals.”   Michigan Sentinel. 

Stuart  

Julia 

Julia Stuart, 14 years 2 months, died Dec. 1, 1871 at London twp. Parents: Nathan and Julia 

Stuart. Source: Monroe county death records. 

Stuart 

Kenneth 

Kenneth C. Stuart, 87, of Milan, died Nov. 28, 1990 at St. Joe Hospital in Ann Arbor. Rev. 

David Purdue of London Methodist Church officiated at the funeral. Burial at Marble Park 

cemetery. He was born Sept. 15, 1903 in Monroe County, the son of Charles and Mary 

(Lamkin) Stuart. His wife, the former Mary Strong, preceded him in death. He retired from 

the Kroger Company and then worked for Farmer Jack.  Source: Obit. 

Stuart 

Kenneth 

Kenneth Stuart attended Fryburg School in London Township. A picture of the school was 

passed down to his great-niece, Lorraine Stuart-Phifer of Milan, who donated some photos 

to the Milan Area Historical Society. Kenneth’s brother Donald H. Stuart (b about 1907) is 

Lorraine’s grandfather. 

Ancestry dot com says Kenneth’s parents were Charles E. Stuart (Feb. 10, 1873 - March 19, 

1962) and Mary L. Lamkin (April 1874-Nov. 20, 1959). (Charles and Mary wedding 1899). 

Charles’ parents were Henry L. Stuart (Nov. 5, 1847 - 1923) and Maria Louisa Davis, June 

21, 1846-July 7, 1930). Henry and Maria married 1871. 

Henry was the son of Nathan Calvin Stuart (April 2, 1818 in NY - March 26, 1893 in Mich.) 

and Rosaline M. Butler (Sept. 18, 1827 June 19, 1850).  Nathan and Rosaline married Oct. 



24, 1844 in Michigan. 

Nathan was the son of Calvin Stuart or Stewart, b VT, died about 1824; and Sharlot Stewart, 

b about 1800, died Aug. 20, 1881 in Mich.   

Stuart 

Kittie 

Kittie Stuart Colf began her earthly pilgrimage in London Township, Monroe County, May 

20, 1869. She was cherished as a daughter of Nathan Stuart, loved as a playmate in the 

Fryberg and a student in the Milan schools, and respected as a classmate in the State Normal 

College at Ypsilanti. Sixteen years of public school teaching earned for her a host of friends 

among pupils and parents alike. Further progress brought her to the alter of matrimony with 

Newton I. Colf Jan. 29, 1902. They had two sons, Stuart of Berkelely, Cal., and Howard of 

Chicago. Her social instincts were cultivated in Eastern Star circles in Dundee and 

Northville, where she filled various officers’ chairs and wore a Past Matron’s jewel at the 

time of her death. Her religious training began early in the Methodist Episcopal church and 

was continued in that communion. After going to Chicago in the United Brethern church till 

she was transferred to the church triumphant. Four brothers and sisters mourn her passing: 

Mrs. E. S. Haight of Ypsilanti, Volney Stuart of Frankfort, Mich., and Adelbert Stuart and 

Mrs. Amos Taylor, of Milan. She died when an infection of eight days progress gained the 

mastery and her heart fluttered and stopped Feb. 24, 1924 in Burnside Hospital, Chicago. 

The Rev. A. E. Wright, her last pastor, conducted a chapel service in the Walter Starr Chapel 

in Chicago after which her body was brought to Milan for burial. Source: Genealogist friend, 

Vol. 7, page 50, Milan Public Library.  See also Find A Grave Memorial# 88020320. 

Stuart 

Margaret 

Margaret Stuart died March 8, 1917 at 9 years of age.  Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery at  

Summerfield. 

Stuart  

Mary E. 

Mary E. Stuart, 48, of Plmyr., Lenawee county, was married Jan. 5, 1860 in Whiteford. 

Groom: Richmond Tirrel, 52, of Adams, Lenawee county.  Source: Monroe marriage 

records.  Note: she would have been born about 1812. 

Stuart  

Mary E. 

Mary E. Stuart died Sept. 9, 1920 at 78 years of age.  Source: “new” Petersburg cemetery in 

Summerfield.  Note: she would have been born about 1842. 

Stuart  

Mary L. 

Mary Louise Stuart was born April 11, 1874 and died Nov. 20, 1959. Her funeral was held at 

Stevens and Bush funeral home in Milan on Nov. 22, 1959 with Rev. William E. Frayer 

officiating. She was buried at London Cemetery. Source: funeral pamphlet saved by the 

Stuart family. A handwritten note says she was married in 1898. 

Stuart N. A. N. A. Stuart, 62, farmer, b. NY, father b. VT, mother b. Rhode Island.  London twp census 

of 1880.  Wife, Rachel J., 50, b. NY, her father b. NJ, her mother b. NY. Son N. A. Jr., 22, 

“carpenter” b. MI. Daughter Inez, 19. Daughter Cevilla, 16. Lucy 14, Kittie 12. 

Stuart 

Nathan 

Born 1858 

Nathan Albert Stuart died (Aug. 7, 1937) and was buried at London cemetery.  Born April 

19, 1858 in London twp.  He lived on Plank Rd. in “West London.”  He married Alina 

Bentley in Azalia in 1889.  He died at University Hospital in Ann Arbor, where his widow 

remains confined, after she suffered a stroke. He leaves a sister, Mrs. Lucy Haight of 

Ypsilanti; and 4 children, Mrs. Leon Hanson of Dundee, Ralph Stuart of Petersburg, Mrs. 

Inez White of West London, and C. R. Stuart, who is at the veteran’s hospital in Battle 

Creek.  Source: obit in the Monroe Evening News, indicating the story came out of “West 

London.” 

Stuart 

Nathan 

In 1883, Rachel J. Stuart transferred some land to Nathan Stuart and wife.  Liber 103, p. 460 

Monroe register of deeds. 

Stuart 

Nathan 

Born 1818 

Nathan Stuart, a retired farmer of London (township), Mich., was born in Washington 

county, Kingsbury township, NY, April 2, 1818. He remained at home until his 14th year, 

and began working out at a farm.in Sept., 1835, he came to London (township) and secured 

work with Mr. John Spaulding, remaining with him two years. He then bought a farm of Mr. 

Spaulding for $400. October 24, 1844, Mr. Stuart married Roseline Butler of Monroe, Mich. 

She was born in New York State in 1822.  Three children were born to them: Alonzo, Henry 

L., and Volney. (Civil War). Alonzo enlisted Aug. 11, 1861, in Co. I, 11 th Mich. Inf.  In the 

fall of 1862 he was taken sick with pneumonia at Nashville, Tenn., his father going after 

him; he (Alonzo) died at home Jan. 7, 1863. Mrs. Stuart died May 19, 1850 aged 28 years. 

Mr. Stuart married for his 2nd wife Elizabeth M. Shaw, who was born in Belleville, Mich., 

Jan. 29, 1829.  No children were born to them.  Mrs. Elizabeth Stuart died May 30, 1852.  

He then married for his third wife Rachel J. Young, of York, Mich., on Oct. 22, 1854; she 

was born Dec. 11, 1830 at Menden, NY. They had eight children: George E., b. Aug. 28, 

1855; Mary, Dec. 16, 1856; Nathan A., April 19, 1858; Inez, July 22, 1861; Alta C., Jan. 30, 

1864; Lucy J., Jan. 12, 1866; Alesia, May 20, 1868, and Julia, Oct. 11, 1870.  They are all 



living except Julia who died Dec. 9, 1871.  Since Mr. Stuart’s 21st year he has been in 

public service almost constantly. At present he is justice of the peace, having held the office 

for 14 years; has also been coroner of Monroe County for two terms, [London Twp] Super-

visor and Treasurer’s clerk. Source:  Talcott Wing, History of Monroe county, page 33. 
Sudaby Twins, Fred and Flora Sudaby, were born Aug. 21, 1867 in York twp.  Parents Isaac Sudaby 

b. England and Mary C. Sudaby b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p.33. 

Sutton  

Ida 

Ida Sutton, female, was b. Feb. 6, 1868 in York twp. Parents: James and Mary Sutton, both 

b. in NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records. 

Suttenfeld Maureen Suttenfeld or Suttenfield was married to a doctor in Milan.  He was an osteopath, a 

DO.  His name was Suttenfeld.  She was born in the early 1900’s.  Info from Tim Dunlap of 

Columbus, Ga. Marueen’s maiden name was Patterson.  She was Tim’s mother’s cousin.    

Suttenfield 

Maurine L. 

Maurine Suttenfield was born in 1897. Her father was Charles Patterson. Her mother was 

Gertrude Hithcock Patterson. Maurine died Sept. 17, 1977.  Maurine was the wife of George 

W. T. Suttenfiel, who was a doctor. Maurine married George in 1927.  

 

SWEET 
Sweet 

Alden 

Alden C. Sweet, 22, was b. in MI and working as a servant when 1900 census came along. 

She was living in home of Elmer N. Mead, Diana Mead, Lucilla Mead, and Charles 

McClellan, 39, also a servant. 

Sweet 

Calvin 

Calvin Grover Sweet was born May 8, 1928. Father: Grover Cleveland Sweet born in Ray 

(Rea?) Mich. Occupation: Clerk. Mother: Nellie Florence Miller born in Milan Township. 

Number of children: They already have two.  Source: Milan birth records. 

Sweet  

Cora 

Cora Sweet was b. Dec. 1874. She was 25 when the 1900 census was taken. Her husband: 

Frank Sweet (Jr.).  She was living in Milan village with husband and son Lloyd in 1900.  

She had two children in her life, one was still living.  She had been married 8 years. 

Sweet 

Edith 

See Hopkins 

 

Sweet 

Frank (Sr.) 

Frank Sweet, 96, died Saturday (Feb. 29, 1936) at home with his son, Frank Sweet.  The 

elder Frank was b. in PA and came to Milan as a young man. He was a civil war vet. He 

married Phelena Maltby on Aug. 25, 1861 and she died June 1926.  Their children: Donald 

Nina William Frank Edith. 

Sweet 

Franklin 

(Sr.) 

Franklin Sweet, Sr. was born in Penn. July 24, 1839. He came to Mich. at age 5 with his 

parents. He lived in Saline. He enlisted in the military at age 21 to fight in the Civil War.  He 

married Philena Maltby on Aug. 25, 1861. They moved to Mooreville and lived there until 

his wife died June 27, 1927. Then he lived with his son, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sweet Jr.  Mr. 

Sweet (Sr.) was the father of 7 children. Two died, Mrs. Hattie Culver and Alden Sweet. 

Surviving children are Frank Sweet Jr. of Milan; William Sweet of Ann Arbor; Mrs. Nina 

Brown of Toledo; Mrs. Edith Hopkins of Milan; Don Sweet of Tecumseh.  Two sisters 

survive: Mrs. Libby Toney of Lansing and Mrs. Sophrina Spears of Saline. One brother, 

William Sweet preceeded him. 

Sweet 

Franklin 

(Jr.) 

Franklin C. Sweet, the oldest of 7 children, died in 1943.  He was born in Saline March 2, 

1868.  His parents were Franklin and Philena Sweet. On May 22, 1892 he married Cora Ann 

Bausom and they lived in Mooreville 2 years. They moved to Milan and Cora died in 

December 1941.  The deceased has been in apparent good health, serving for the last 6 years 

as a deputy sheriff of Milan Township. For about 5 years, he has served the village of Milan 

as a special watchman at a parking lot.  Death came without warning on Nov. 8 (1943). 

Survivors: son Lloyd of Milan, Clayton of Toledo, Monte and Leland of Monroe, daughter 

Mrs. Inoz Burger of Monroe. His daughter Mrs. William Ducharme died Feb. 9, 1942.  He 

had two brothers, Donald of Adrian and William of Ann Arbor, and two sisters, Mrs. Edith 

Hopkins of Milan and Mina Brown of Toledo. Burial at Marble Park. Source: Obituary. 
Sweet 

Frank (Jr.) 

Frank Sweet was b. March 1863. He was 37 when the 1900 census was taken; been married 

8 years. Occupation: Common laborer. Rents his home.  Cora was his wife: b. Dec. 1874, 

age 25, married 8 years, she had 2 children, one of them still living.  Also living in the home: 

Lloyd, their son, b. Sept. 1895, age 4.  There was a boarder living in the home as well, 

Arthur Crites, b. Jan. 1882, age 18, common laborer. 

Sweet 

Frank 

Served as a police officer for the Village of Milan.   

Sweet Cora Ann Bosom, the oldest child of William and Mary Bosom, was born Dec. 13, 1875 in 



Frank Petersburg. She moved to Milan in 1887. She was married May 25, 1892 to Frank C. Sweet. 

They had 8 children: 4 girls (Martha died in infancy) and 4 boys: Lloyd, Clayton, Mont, and 

Leland. Cora died Dec. 18, 1941 at age 66 years 5 days.  Source: obit. 

Sweet 

Frank 

Frank Sweet was 37, his wife Cora was 25, when answering the 1900 census in Milan 

township. Loyd was 4. Also in the home: Arthur Crites, 18. 

Sweet 

Frank C. 

Frank C. Sweet was 43 and born in Michigan when reporting to the census in 1910. Cora A. 

was 32. Loyde W. Sweet was 17, b. MI. Violet M. Sweet, 10; Clayton R., 5; Edith B., 4; 

Mont H. Sweet, 2. 

Sweet 

Gerald 

Gerald Sweet was the son of Lloyd and Grace Sweet. He was one of 11 children. Gerald’s 

wife Virginia died in 1984. Gerald had a sister, Cora Webber. He had four children: Dianna 

Shimmel, Rickey Maurice Sweet, David Sweet, and Roger Sweet.  Roger died in 1973. 

Sweet 

Lloyd 

Lloyd Sweet lived at 51 Division St. in Milan, which has since been torn down.  There was a 

coal yard out there on Division Street across from the house, east of the railroad tracks. 

Lloyd’s father, Frank Sweet, lived next door to Lloyd, at 57 Division St. Source: Cora W., 

granddaughter of Frank Sweet. 

Sweet 

Lloyd 

Lloyd W. Sweet, 79, of 51 Division St., died in Oct. 1973.  He was born Sept. 27, 1894 in 

Milan to Frank and Cora Sweet. On Feb. 28, 1916 he married Grace Ostrander. He was a 

carpenter. His children include Carl, Vernon, Gerald, Jerry, Lloyd Jr., Violet, Juanita, June, 

Marie, and Cora.  Lloyd was buried at Marble Park.  Source: obit.   

Sweet 

Lloyd 

Lloyd Sweet had 11 children. After raising them, they also raised their grandson, Jim Sweet. 

Jim was the son of Marlene Sweet and Jim Mason. Lloyd was the caretaker of the Milan 

Dump. He lived on the south side of Division next to the RR tracks. He had a grape vine and 

enjoyed making homemade wine, which he stored in a locked underground cellar. He raised 

chickens and rabbits, and had a garden. The garden was lush because he used the manure 

from the chickens and rabbits. Source: Jim Sweet. 

Sweet  

Lloyd 

Born on Jan. 29, 1927 to Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Sweet, a baby daughter, named Virginia June. 

Source: newspaper clipping. 

Sweet 

Marlene 

Marlene Sweet was born Dec. 1, 1935, died June 14, 1969. Source: Jim Sweet, Marlene’s 

son.  She was the daughter of Lloyd and Grace Sweet. There were 11 children in her family. 

Jim Sweet names all of Marlene’s siblings, not in date order:  Juanita, then Violet, Carl, 

Vernon, (Vernon was the father of my cousin Debbie Sweet). June, whose real name was 

Virginia. Marie. Then my mother Marlene. Then Cora. There were six girls. There were five 

boys: Jerry, then Gerald (Dave Sweet’s father). Then Jake, his real name was Lloyd, named 

after his father.   

Sweet Paul Paul George Sweet was born Nov. 24, 1914 and died March 5, 1919 at age 4. He leaves his 

parents, and his brother Jack.  Source: newspaper clipping. 

Sweet 

Roger 

Roger A. Sweet, 19, was electrocuted Sept. 29, 1973. He lived at 16821 Couper Road.  Born 

July 7, 1954, he was the son of Gerald and Virginia Sweet. 

Sweet 

Roger 

Roger A. Sweet, 19, of 19821 Couper Rd., Milan, and William F. Currier, 29, of 3577 Bemis 

Rd., Ypsilanti, were electrocuted Sat. Sept. 29, when an antenna they were working on near 

Belleville fell across a 13,000-volt power line. The two men, according to Wayne County 

Sheriff’s Deputies who investigated the accident, were installing a 48-foot citizens band 

antenna near a mobile home at 46570 Willis Rd., Sumpter Township, when the antenna fell 

across the power line. The son of Gerald and Virginia Sweet, Roger was born July 7, 1954, 

in Ann Arbor. He married Christy Hnidy on June 2, 1973, in Milan and was a member of the 

Milan Baptist Church. Roger Sweet is survived by his wife, his parents, two brothers David 

and Ricky Sweet, both of Milan; a sister, Mrs. Cecil (Deanna) Shimmel of Belleville, and 

grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Sweet of Milan and Mrs. Sylvia Partlo of Ypsilanti. Roger 

Sweet buried in Marble Park Cemetery. Source: News story in Milan Leader. See 

Genealogist Friend, Vol. 14, page 20, Milan Public Library. 
Sweet 

Vernon 

Vernon B. Sweet, 72, died July 31, 1996. He was born May 25, 1924 in Milan to Lloyd and 

Grace (Robbins) Sweet, Sr. On Aug. 11, 1945, he married Geraldine Sancho. He is survived 

by 3 brothers, Gerald, Jerry, Lloyd Jr. (Jake) all of Milan; 3 sisters, Juanita Guenther of 

Saline, Cora Webber of Thompsonville and Marie Layton of Milan. He was buried in 

Marble Park cemetery.  Source: obit. 

Sweet 

Vernon 

Geraldine Sancho grew up in Maybee. She went to a Catholic school in Maybee. She had to 

milk a cow before going to school. She went to stay in Milan with an older lady, and did 

work for the lady, so Geraldine could attend Milan high school on Hurd Street.  Geraldine 

was born April 8, 1945 and died April 21, 2009, buried at Marble Park Cemetery. She met 



Vern Sweet at a coffee shop in Milan. The coffee shop was on East Main next to Van’s. 

Vern was born May 25, 1924 and died July 31, 1996. He was probably born in Milan. Vern 

died in Whitmore Lake, Mich. at a Veterans Administration facility after suffering post 

traumatic stress for six months. He had been a POW of the Germans until the Russians 

liberated him. He was a POW for six months. Source: Deb Sweet, daughter of Geraldine and 

Vernon Sweet, as told to Martha Churchill, historian. 

Sweet 

William 

William F. Sweet, 82, a retired UM employee, died Saturday, March 30, 1957. He lived at 

8029 Fifth St., Dexter. He was born Nov. 16, 1874 at Mooreville, the son of Frank and 

Philena Maltby Sweet. On Nov. 6, 1892, he married Clara Collins of Rea. She died March 

15, 1915. Mr. Sweet married his second wife, Jennie Bachman of Ridgeway, on March 24, 

1930.  She survives. He leaves 2 sons, Grover Sweet of Milan and Thurlow Sweet of 

Detroit, and 2 daughters, Mrs. Walter J. Wenger of Ann Arbor and Mrs. Ivan Campbell of 

Grand Rapids. Also leaves a brother Donald Sweet of Adrian, a sister Mrs. Mina Smith of 

Detroit. Buried at Ridgeway cemetery.  Source: obit. 

 

SWINERTON 
Swinerton 

Andrus 

Andrus (Andrew) J. Swinerton, 47, b 1848 in Mich, was married Feb. 14, 1893. Bride: 

Rosetta Black, 31, b. 1862 in Ohio. Groom’s parents: Nahum Swinerton and Maria Wickern. 

Bride’s father: Alfred Black. Source: Leta Knauss. Andrew served in Civil War as a private. 

He lied about his age to get into the military. 

Swinerton 

Andrew 

Oakwood Cemetery in Dundee, Andrew Swinerton, died Nov. 7, 1898. Civil War pensions.  

He is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Dundee. Or: he may be in Oak Grove Cemetery in 

Petersburg. 

Swinerton 

Andrew 

Oak Grove Cemetery grave registration: Andrew Swinterton, birth 1845, death Mar. 1900, 

Co. E. 11 MI CAV Oak Grove. Source: Letta Knauss. 

Swinterton 

Andrew 

Andrew Swinerton was a member of GAR post 10. When he joined the Grand Army of the 

Republic, his age was 44; residence Dundee; farmer. Entered military Sep. 24, 1863 as 

Private in company E, regiment 11, MI in cavalry. Discharge May 16, 1865 as private in 

Company E. Served 20 months. Disability. 

Swinterton 

Andrew 

Andrew Swinerton apparently married Martha Sorter after the Civil War. They had a son, 

Frank Swinerton. By 1880, they were separated, Martha living with her parents. On Nov. 19, 

1872, Martha married Benjamin R. Lord, and in the 1900 census she is listed as Martha 

Lord. Source: Letta Knauss. 

Swinerton 

Charles 

Charles E. Swinerton b Aug. 4, 1848 in Dundee, Monroe County. His parents: Naham 

Swinerton, b 1811 and Elizabeth Mariah Wickham, 1810-1891. 

Swinrton 

Charles 

Charles Swinerton enlisted in Co. E, eleventh Cavalry, Sept. 29, 1863 (same day as his twin 

brother Andrew). (Civil War). Enlisted at Detroit for 3 years, age 18. He lied about his 

age,he was actually younger than 18. Mustered Oct. 7, 1863. Transferred to Co. K, Eighth 

Cavalry, July 20, 1863.  Mustered out at Nashville TN Sept. 22, 1865. His widow, Sarah 

Jane Swinerton, filed a pension application on Jan. 23, 1919 based on his military service. 

Swinerton 

Charles 

Charles E. Swinerton (b. 1848) is buried in the Potters field portion of Marble Park 

Cemetery, withourt a headstone.  He died Dec. 10, 1918. His son, George, was the father of 

Paul Holcomb. Source: Leta Knauss. 

Swinerton 

Charles 

According to Ancestry, Charles E. Swinerton was b Aug. 4, 1848 in Dundee. His parents 

were Naham Swinerton, b. 1811 and Elizabeth M. Wickham, 1810-1891. Charles married 

Sarah Jane Covell  Feb. 19, 1881. Sarah b 1854. Charles’ children: Charles E. Swinerton b. 

1881, Archibald Swinerton b. 1883, George Harry 1887-1944, Clarence Franklin 1896-1953. 

Swinerton 

Charles  

b 1848 

Charles E. Swinerton apparently divorced his wife Sarah, or at least separated. In 1896, a 

directory says he was living in Milan on Dexter St. In 1899, he was living in Milan with 

Franklin Butler. In 1910 he was living in Milan with Willard and Maggie Sissem. He was 

living in Milan, apparently, in 1911 when his grandson son Paul Holcomb (Swinerton) was 

born. It is possible that Charles’ son George met Laurel Holcomb in Milan because they 

were all living in Milan. 

Swinerton 

George 

George J. Henry Swinerton was born June 26, 1887 in Dundee, Mich. His father was Charles 

Swinerton; mother Sarah. Source: Letta Knauss. 

Swinterton 

George 

In 1900, the census found Sarah Swinerton, 46, a widow, in Lenawee County, Mich. Her 

father b VT and mother in NY. She had 6 children, and 5 of them were still living. Also in 

the home: Archibald, 16; George H., 13; and Clarence F., 4. Note: perhaps Sarah lied about 



being a widow, her husband Charles (b. 1848) was living in Milan and separated from her 

and the kids. 

Swinerton 

George 

The 1930 census shows George H. Swinerton, 42, in Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio. Also 

Stella M. Swinerton, 44. Albert Anderson, 15, son [NOTE: maybe step son?] 

Swinterton 

George 

George H. Swinerton married Laurel Holcomb Sept. 20, 1909. They had a son, Paul A. 

Swinerton. He was born October 3, 1911 in Monroe. She died when Paul was a baby. It is 

possible George was divorced from Laurel when she died, since her gravestone says “Laurel 

Holcomb.” After Laurel’s death, her parents raised Paul. 

Swinerton 

Nahum 

Nahum Swinerton, 38, was born in VT and worked as a gunsmith on the 1850 census, in 

Monroe, Ward 1. Mariah, 38, b NY also lived in the home, along with Edward, 7, b MI; 

Charles, 4, b MI, and Andrew, 4, b MI (twins). 

Swinerton 

Nahum 

The 1860 census in Dundee shows Nahum Swinerton, 47, b VT, and Elisabeth M. 

Swinerton, b NY. Also Edward L., 16, b. Mich. Charles and Andres, twins, both 13, born 

MI. Source: Leta Knauss. 

Swinerton 

Rosetta 

Rosetta Black, b Aug 9, 1863, died June 1`8, 1934. She married Edwardd Andrew Sorter 

Feb. 10, 1884. Roseetta married Andrew Swinerton Feb. 14, 1893, then she married John 

Erb March 12, 1900.  Source: Leta Knauss. 

Swinerton 

Rosetta 

John Erb and Rosetta Swinerton married Mar. 12, 1900 in Monroe. His parents: Joseph Erb 

and Francis Irenlic. Her father: Alfred Black. Source: Leta Knauss (Rosetta Black was ex-

wife of Andrew Swinerton.) 

Swinerton 

Sarah 

1910 Census in Milan shows Sarah Swinerton, 55, married, born in Mich, mother born in 

NY, father born in OH. Also in the home: Charles Swinerton (Jr.), 28, Franklin C. 

Swinerton, 13. Source: Letta Knauss. 

 

Alphabetical listing “T” 
 
Taylor Bill "Bill" Taylor was the son of Francis and Billy Garrigan.  Note: Sara and Francis were sisters, 

so Dutch and Bill were first cousins. Source: Linda Squires. See photo [#3305]. 

   Bill's father, Billy, left the family while he was very young.  His mother Francis remarried, 

a man named James Taylor, who adopted Bill.  

Taylor 

Charles 

Charles Taylor was b. Feb. 1870. He was 30 when the 1900 census was taken at Milan 

Township.  He was 30 at the time, been married 7 years. Occupation: Salesman, grocer. His 

wife, Belle, was b. Jan. 1873 and she was 27. Their son Guy was b. June 1894, he was 5. 

Also in the home:  Charles’ mother-in-law Susan Chase, b. July 1833, age 66, widow. She 

was born in NY and her parents were b. NY. 

Taylor 

Lucius 
Lucius J. Taylor of Milan enlisted in Co. H 18th Michigan infantry December 31, 1863 at 

Milan for 3 years. (Civil War.)  He was age 18.  He joined the regiment at Nashville, TN 

Feb. 22, 1864.  He died of disease at Decatur, Alabama Aug. 4, 1864.  He was buried in the 

national cemetery at Corinth, Mississippi.  Source: Sherman Collins, former Milan resident. 

Note: the GAR post in Milan was named after this man. “Grand Army of the Republic” Civil 

War vets. 
Taylor, 

Nelson 

In the 1830’s Nelson Taylor bought property in Monroe County in Sc. 16. 

Taylor, 

Nelson 

“Taylor, Nelson, sheep breeder.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 

Taylor 

Willaiam 

William Welsey “Bill” Taylor had a fabulous personality. His wife Lucille Auten was a high 

school sweetheart. He ran a grain elevator at the end of First St. Source: Joanne McGovern. 

 

TEAL 
Teal Arthur Arthur Teal died Aug. 2, 1899 according to Monroe death register, book B page 147. His 

age: 1 year, 11 months.  Died in Ida. Parents: Andrew Teal and Mary P. Thomas of Ida. 

Teall Asaph Asaph Teall was born Jan. 6, 1800, the only child of Timothy Teall and his second wife 

Dorothy Alcott Fott (a widow).  Asaph was born in Onondaga County, NY.  Asaph studied 

medicine with his father, later abandoning it for law.  He was married in NY state to 

Saphrona Maria Taylor. Wedding was Jan. 11, 1818. They had 14 children, some born in 

NY state and some born in Mich.   In 1832 he and Saphrona came to Erie, Mich. in Monroe 

County.  He bought land for $1.25 per acre. Soon after his arrival in Michigan he was 



elected Justice of the Peace.  In the 1830’s or 40’s he bought some land on Lake Erie to 

establish a fishery.   Saphrona died June 3, 1843. 

On April 6, 1845 he married his second wife, Anna Elizabeth Hedges.  Asaph and Anna had 

three children.  Anna died about 1875. 

Asaph died May 1, 1879.  He and his wife are buried at Erie Township Rural Cemetery. 

Source: “Teall Genealogical Records” by Emma Elisabeth (Teall) Dunn, 1926, Gem 

Publishing Co., Los Angeles, CA. 

Teall Asaph The children of Asaph Teall are as follows: 

A.  By his first wife, Saphrona (Taylor) Teall: 

1. Chauncy, b. Oct. 13, 1818 

2. Dorothy S. b. Oct. 30, 1819; d. at birth. 

3. Timothy Taylor, b. May 11, 1821; d. Aug. 19, 1899, Erie, MI 

4. Malancton M. b. May 8,1823; d. July 23, 1888, Argus, Ind. 

5. Joseph, b. July 24, 1824; d. Jan. 20, 1903, Ida, MI 

6. Benjamin F. b. July 14, 1827; d. Mar. 7, 1893, Paterson, J.J.  

7 James K., b. Aug. 10, 1829; d. Apr. 23, 1893,Erie, MI 

8 Oliver, b. Aug. 22, 1831; d. Dec. 15, 1893, Ida, MI. 

9 Jeremiah, b. Aug. 14, 1833; d. June 10, 1847, Ohio. 

10 Andrew J., b. June 23, 1835; d. June 15, 1924, Toledo, Ohio. 

11 Martin V. b. May 28, 1837; d. at birth, Erie, Mich. 

12 Amanda, b. April 13, 1839 

13 Mary, b. May 17, 1841.   

14 Charles W. b. Feb. 22, 1843; d. Feb.15, 1914. 

B. by his second wife, Anna Elizabeth (Hedges) Teall: 

1. Lemuel D. b. Jan. 19, 1846. 

2. Sarah E., b. July 18, 1847; d. at birth 

3. Amy Julia, b. Nov. 8, 1848; d. June 28, 1923, Toledo, Ohio. 

Source: “Teall Genealogical Records” by Emma Elisabeth (Teall) Dunn, 1926, Gem 

Publishing Co., Los Angeles, CA. At Monroe Historical Museum. 

Teall Asaph Asaph Teall and his wife Saphrona M. Taylor had a son, Joseph Teall.  Asaph’s grandson 

was Benjamin Franklin Teall, and his great-grandson was Deo Teall.  Deo owned a radio 

repair business in Milan. 

Asaph and Saphrona also had a son Charles W. Teall who lived in London township.  

Charles W. and Cornelia Teall had a son “Charles Elmer Teall” who went by Elmer, and had 

a confectionery store in Milan. 

Teal Aseph Aseph Teal died May 1 [1879] of old age.  He was born in the State of Vermont on Jan. 6, 

1800 as near as can be ascertained. He came to Erie, Mich. in 1833, where he has resided 

ever since.  Shortly after his arrival, he was elected Justice of the peace and held that office 

for many years.  His funeral was largely attended at the Presbyterian Church May 4.  Rev. E. 

P. Willard officiated.  Mr. Teal buried four wives and left his fifth one to mourn his 

departure.  He was the father of seventeen children, grand-father of 73, and G-grandfather of 

60 and G-G-grandfather of one child. Source: Monroe Commercial, Friday, May 9, 1879. 
Teal Baby Baby died March 3, 1906, stillborn, according to Monroe death register, book B page 270. 

Parents were Albert H. Teal and Jennie E. Jones both of Ida. 

Teall, 

Benjamin 

Franklin 

Benjamin Franklin Teall was born Sept. 18, 1852. His parents were Joseph Teall and Mary 

Sophia Vandercook.  Benjamin married Martha Vanwormer on Oct. 6, 1871.  They had two 

children:  1. Burton F. Teall, b. July 30, 1872; died young.  2. Lottie May, b. Nov. 30, 1873, 

married Warren Mead.  Benjamin married his second wife, Ida M. Winney, on Aug. 9, 1878.  

She was born Aug. 6, 1871.  Ben and Ida had six children:  1. Florence, b. Jan. 11, 1880; m. 

L. D. Greenfield.  2. Emma L., b. Dec.10, 1882; m. Joseph Murray.  3.  Edna W., b. May 25, 

1887; m. Alex Holtzman. 4. Pearl G., b. Dec. 15, 1890; m. Percy Elliott. 5.  Andrew F., b. 

Jan. 20, 1894; m. Clara King. 6. Amison Deo, b. March 23, 1898; m. Hazel Moore.  Source: 

“Teall Genealogical Records” by Emma Elisabeth (Teall) Dunn, 1926, Gem Publishing Co., 

Los Angeles, CA. 
Teall, 

Benjamin 

Benjamin F. [Franklin] Teall, more familiarly known to his friends and neighbors as Frank 

Teall, passed away at his home Saturday, [died in April 1935] following a lingering illness 

of several months. Mr. Teall was born in Erie, Michigan [to Joseph and Mary Teall] but 

spent a great portion of his life in the vicinity of Milan. He was 82 years old.  Source: 

Newspaper clipping, dated Apr. 27, 1935. 



Teall 

Charles 

A baby boy was born Dec. 30, 1880, to Charles W. Teal of London township, a farmer, and 

the mother, Cornelia. Source: Birth records Monroe county 

Teall, 

Charles E. 

Charles E. Teal was born Aug. 25, 1876 in London township. His father was Charles W. 

Teal of London twp., a farmer, born in Mich. Mother: Cornelia Teal born in Michigan.  

Compare: C. Elmer Teall, same person. 

Teall 

Charles 

Charles W. Teall was buried in Pool Cemetery on Townsend Road.  He was born 1842, died 

1914.  He was a soldier.   

Teall 

Charles W. 

On June 25, 1867 Charles W. Teall and his wife  Cornelia Teall sold 40 acres of land in 

London township to John Pool.  The sale price was $200. Source: register of deeds Monroe 

County, Liber 96 page 34.  [NOTE: his full name apparently was Charles Wesley Teall.] 

Teall 

Charles W. 

Charles W. Teall, a farmer of London, was born at Erie, Monroe county, Mich., Feb. 22, 

1843. In 1863 purchased 80 acres of land where he resides. May 25, 1862, he enlisted in Co. 

D, 86th Ohio Vol. Inf., as private. (Civil War.) February, 1864, he hired out to the 

government as night-watch, at Nashville, Tenn. March 21, 1864, he enlisted in 6th Mich. H. 

Art., in Co. C. Was discharged Aug. 30, 1865, by general order. March 10, 1866, he married 

Cornelia Overacker, of London, born Oct. 27, 1847. They had 8 children. He owns 120 

acres.  Address, London.  Source: History of Monroe county, 1890, Wing Page 33. 

Teall, 

Charles W. 

Charles W. Teall was born Feb. 22, 1843 and died Feb. 15, 1914. He was a soldier in the 

Civil War, in 6th Michigan infantry.  He married Cornelia Overacker on March 20, 1866.  

Cornelia died Dec. 12, 1889, buried in Pool Cemetery.  They had eight children: 1. Rhoda 

A., b. March 19, 1868. 2. Elizabeth M., B. Sept. 9, 1869; d. Feb. 1, 1938.  3. Lucy E. b. 

Dec.22, 1873; d. Oct. 24, 1914.  4. Charles Elmer., b. Aug. 24, 1876.  5. Claude A. b. Nov. 

19, 1877.  6 Hattie M. b. Apri1 7, 1879; d. Aug. 17, 1879. 8 Hallie, b. Nov. 3, 1880.  8. Julia 

Ettie, b. Jan. 11, 1885; d. May 9, 1889.  Source: “Teall Genealogical Records” by Emma 

Elisabeth (Teall) Dunn, 1926, Gem Publishing Co., Los Angeles, CA 

Teall 

Charles W. 

Charles W. Teall was born in Erie twp, Monroe county, on Feb. 22, 1843. He died Feb. 15, 

1914 at his home in London Twp. His age: 70 years, 11 mos and 23 d. He was the youngest 

of 14 children. His parents [Asaph Teall and Saphrona Taylor Teall] were natives of New 

York state.  His grand-father [Timothy] came from England in 1750.  He was educated in 

Erie twp.  He enlisted in Company D. 86th regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served 3 

years. He remained on the home farm until March 1864, when he enlisted in the Sixth 

Michigan Heavy Artillery, Company C., Col. Clark commanding the battery.   [More details 

of military record.] On March 20, 1866 he married Cornelia Overacker, who died Dec. 22, 

1889. They had 8 children, two of whom died in early childhood. On Aug. 23, 1900 he 

married Mary E. Fournia [who had six children].  Deceased was a member of Milan Lodge 

No. 323 F. & A. M. having been initiated March 29,1876; passed April 13, 1876 and raised 

Aug. 18, 1876. He was also an honored comrade of Lucious Taylor Post. No. 325, G. A. R., 

at Milan, Mich. Cause of death: pleurisy.  Burial at Raleighville cemetery (Pool Cemetery).   
Teall Claud Ethel Florence Firsdon was born in Berlin, Can., April 14, 1883 and died March 4, 1920 at 

her home in London township. On March 17, 1920 she married Claud Teall then of Toledo. 

Funeral held at London church.  London cemetery.   

Teall, 

Claude A. 

Claude A. Teall, 73, died Saturday evening [Nov. 18, 1950] in his home in Luna Pier.  Born 

Nov. 18, 1877 in London Township, the son of Charles and Cornealia (sic) Teall. Services at 

Stevens Bush funeral home at Milan. Rev. Harry Coleman of London Methodist Church 

officiate, burial in London Cemetery.  Source: Monroe Evening News Nov. 20, 1950. 

Teall 

Cornelia 

Cornelia Teall, wife of Charles W. Teall, was born Oct. 27, 1847, and died Dec. 22, 1889.  

She is buried in Pool cemetery.  Their children included daughters Hattie and Juliette. 

Teall 

Cornelia 

Cornelia Teal died Dec. 22, 1889. Monroe death register book B page 6.  She was married. 

Her age: 44 years, one month, 18 days. Cause: Typhoid fever. Father: Martin Overacker. 

Mother: Sarah Overacker. London. 

Teall 

 Deo 

Almyron D. Teall, age 82, 206 Spink Rd., died Saturday, Oct. 25, 1980 in St. Joseph 

Hospital, Ann Arbor.  Services at Stevens Funeral Home, with Rev. Vern Campbell 

officiating. Burial in Maple Grove Cemetery, Dundee. Memorials to Lodge 323, Free and 

Accepted Masons.  The son of Benjamin F. and Ida (Winney) Teall, he was born March 23, 

1898 in Monroe County. He was married to Hazel Moore on Dec. 27, 1922 in Deerfield. She 

died June 10, 1979. Mr. Teall owned and operated a radio and television repair shop in 

Milan for several years. He is survived by a sister, Florence Griffin of Milan, a grandson, 

Lawrence R. Case of Milan, and granddaughter Katherine L. Case of Ypsilanti. A daughter, 

Virginia; a brother and three sisters preceded him in death.  Source: Milan paper. 



Teal Deo Deo Teall had a radio shop on Tolan across from the Opera House.  Deo registered to vote 

Feb. 26, 1929 as a resident of Milan Village. Note: see Find a Grave 115977351. 

Teal 

Edward B. 

Edward B. Teal was born Dec. 22, 1879. Father: Jannis Teal of Milan, a farmer. Mother: 

Emma Teal, born in Michigan. 

Teal Elmer The 1920 Census shows Elmer Teal, 43, living at 241 Main in Milan, Monroe County, with 

his wife, Lottie, 41. Their son, Maynard, was living there, age 14. Elmer’s occupation is 

listed as Milk Station Manager. 

Teal  

Elmer 

Elmer Teal, aged 64 years, died Friday evening [November 8, 1940] at his home, 237 Main 

St., Milan.  Funeral services at Methodist Church, the Rev. E. C. Stringer, former pastor of 

that church, officiated and interment at Marble Park cemetery at Milan.  Mr. Teal was born 

August 25, 1876, in London township, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wesley Teal.   

In London township he served as township clerk for six years.  In 1911 he moved to Milan 

where he served as justice of the peace for eight years. He was a member of the pure food 

division of the agriculture department at Lansing for four years and had been in business in 

Milan, operating a confectionery store, for the past 27 years.  In 1901 he married Lottie M. 

Ambrose, who, with an only son, Maynard, survive.  Other relatives are a brother Claude of 

Milan and a sister, Mrs. Rhoda Ball.  Mr. Teal was a member of the K. of P. Lodge No. 188, 

Milan and of the Maccabees.  Source: Monroe Evening News Nov. 11, 1940. [NOTE: Full 

name was Charles Elmer Teall.] 

Teall, 

Elmer 

Elmer Teall, 64, operator of the Teall Confectionery store here for the past 27 years, died 

last Friday [Nov. 8, 1940] at his home at 237 E. Main street.  Mr. Teall was born Aug. 25, 

1876 in London twp, the son of Charles Wesley and Cornelia Overacker Teall.  He served as 

clerk of London Township for six years and as justice of the peace for Milan township for 

the past eight years.  He moved to Milan in 1911 and established the confectionery store at 

28 E. Main street.  In 1901 he was married to Lottie M. Ambrose.  He was a member of 

Milan lodge, Knights of Pythias and the Maccabees. He is survived by his widow; a son, 

Maynard W. Teall, of Milan; a brother Claude Teall, also of this community; a sister, Mrs. 

Rhoda Ball, Milan; and several nieces and nephews.  Marble park cemetery.   Source: Milan 

Leader, Nov. 14, 1940. 
Teall  

Elmer 

C. Elmer Teall, 1876-1940.  Marble Memorial Park grave stone.  [NOTE: same person as 

Charles E. Teall, the son of Charles W. and Cornelia Teall, London twp.] 

Teall  

Elmer 

Elmer Teall.  His picture was found among Frisbie’s things.  Donated by Ray Navarra, on 

August 30, 2006.  Details about him, unknown. 

Teall  

Elmer 

On May 9, 1912, Elmer Teall registered to vote in the Village of Milan. Source: voting 

records, Milan Public Library. 

Teall  

Elmer 

Millard Phillips says:  Elmer Teall was the father.  Maynard Teall was the son.  They had a 

soda fountain on E. Main exactly east of the jewelry store.  Maynard let the soda fountain 

get dirty, says Millard Phillips.  The home address for the Teall’s was 237 E. Main.   Lottie 

Teall registered to vote Feb. 14, 1919, apparently Elmer’s wife.   

Teall  

Elmer 

See also L. D.Teall, who helped found the Milan Masonic temple in 1874. 

Teall  

Hattie 

Buried in Pool Cemetery.  Born 4-17-1878.  Died 8-17-1878.   Age: 4 mos. 

 

Teall 

Joseph 

Joseph Teall was born July 24, 1824 in NY state, and died Jan. 20, 1903 in Ida, Mich.  His 

parents were Asaph and Saphrona M. (Taylor) Teall.  Joseph was married Sept. 6, 1846 to 

Mary Sophia Vandercook.  Mary was born Jan. 27, 1830, and died Jan. 11, 1854.  Joseph 

and Mary had four children: 

1. Saphrona Maria, b. July 23, 1847; died June 30, 1892. 

2. Andrew Jackson Teall, b. Dec. 6, 1848.   

3. Emma Elisabeth, b. Jan. 14, 1851.   

4. Benjamin Franklin Teall, b. Sept. 18, 1852.   

Source: Teall Genealogical Records, by a lady in California. 

Teall 

Joseph 

Joseph Teall died Jan. 20, 1903 according to Monroe death register, book B page 209.  He 

was married. Age 59, plus 8 months. Died in Ida. Farmer. Born in NY. Father Aseph Teall, 

mother Saphrona Taylor, both of them born in England. 

Teall 

Juliette 

Buried in Pool Cemetery.  Born Jan. 11, 1885.  Died 5-9-1889.  Age 4. 

Teall L. D. A petition signed by Nathan Stuart, Stephen V. Hitchcock, Henry M. Burt, H. B. Bessac, C. 

H. Wilson, Richard Callis, Isham Hitchcock, Chilson Phillips, Alonzo Mead, Nathan 



Phillips, John Burnham, S. H. Gay, Edward Smith and L. D. Teall requested dispensation for 

a Milan Masonic Lodge, which was granted Jan. 29, 1874. 

Teall  

Lottie May 

Lottie May Teall was born Nov.30, 1873 in London twp. She died Oct. 3, 1928, buried in 

Azalia. Her parents were Franklin Teall (see listing above) and Martha Vanceur Teall.  She 

married Warren Jehile Mead on March 2, 1898 in Azalia.  They had one daughter, Helen 

Leona Mead, born Nov. 10, 1903 and died May 18, 1983.   See separate listing for Helen 

under “Clair Falk.”     Source: EL. 

Teall  

Lottie M. 

b 1873 

Lottie M. Teall, daughter of Franklin and MarthaTeall, b in London Township Nov. 30, 

1873, and died Oct. 3, 1928 age 54 years, 10 months, 4 days.  She married Warren J. Mead 

March 2, 1898. They had two children, a son, who died in infancy and a daughter, Mrs. C. L. 

Falk of Milan. She leaves her husband, daughter, and one grandson, Leo J. Falk; her father, 

Franklin Teall and stepmother, Mrs. Franklin Teall; six sisters, Mrs. Fannie Snell of 

Wyandotte, Mrs. Laura Reeves of Tecumseh, Mrs. Florence Greenfield, Mrs. Emma Murray 

of Milan, Mrs. Pearl Elliott of Jackson; four brothers, A. A. Aiston of Monroe, Emory 

Aiston of Milan, A. F. Teall of Toledo, A. D. Teall of Milan; one uncle, A. J. Teall of 

Samaria, and one aunt, Mrs. Emma Dunn of Los Angeles, CA. Mrs. Mead was the 

granddaughter of Asaph Teall, who settled in Erie, Monroe County, in 1832, and a great-

great granddaughter of Timothy Teall, a soldier of the Revolutionary War. Source: 

Genealogist Friend, Vol. 5 page 42 Milan Public Library.  See also “Mead, Warren” 

Teall 

Lottie M. 

b. 1874 

Lottie M. Teall of 237 E. Main died Aug. 23, 1952, at age 73. She was born July 1, 1874.  

She owned a candy store.  Father was John Ambrose. Mother was Susan Thompson. Lottie 

is widowed. Her husband was Elmer Teall.  Informant: Maynard Teall.  Marble Park. 

Teall  

Lottie 

b 1874 

Lottie M. Teall 1879-1952.  She lived at 28 E. Main in Milan.  Born July 1, 1874.  Died 

Aug. 23, 1952.  She owned a candy store.  Her father was John Ambrose. Mother was Susan 

Thompson.  Lottie is widowed.  Her husband was Elmer Teall.  Informant: Maynard Teall. 

Burial in Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: death certificate. 
Teall  

Lottie M. 

b 1879 

Lottie M. Teall, 73, died Saturday [August 23, 1952] in her place of business, the Teall 

Candy Shop, at 28 E. Main St. Coroner Edwin Ganzhorn of Ann Arbor was called.  Mrs. 

Teall lived at 237 E. Main St. Friends may call at Stevens and Bush funeral home. Rev. 

Elwyn C. Stringer will officiate, burial in Marble Park cemetery.  Mrs. Teall was born July 

1, 1879 at Stony Creek, the daughter of John and Susan Ambrose.  She was married to 

Elmer Teall Jan. 9, 1901, at Stony Creek. They lived on the Teall homestead on Darling Rd., 

east of the village, until 1911, when they came to the E. Main St. residence in the village.  

Mrs. Teall and her son, Maynard had operated the candy store for 32 years.  Mr. [Elmer] 

Teall died Nov. 8, 1940.  Lottie was a member of the Methodist Church. Lottie was survived 

by two sisters-in-law, Mrs. Helen Ambrose of Ann Arbor and Mrs. Sara Hammond Goetz of 

Milan.  Source: Monroe Evening News obituary. 

Teall Mary Mary Elizabeth Teall was born Sept. 9, 1869 and attended Raleighville School in London 

Township.  She was the second daughter of Charles Wesley Teall and his wife Cornelia 

Overacker Teall.  She died in 1938, after being married to Dan Bondy.  She had some other 

siblings: a sister Lucy Rigdon who died in 1915; Miss Hattie Calhoun died 1934; Elmer 

Teall of Milan; Claude Teall; a sister Rhoda Ball, and two sisters who died in childhood.  

NOTE: check with Genealogy Friend.   

Teall 

Maynard 

Maynard W. Teall, 1905-1954.  His grave stone at Marble Park is next to Elmer and Elmer’s 

wife Lottie.  Maynard’s gravestone indicates Masonic membership. 

Teall 

Maynard 

Maynard Teall got his photo on the front page of the Milan Leader Sept. 26, 1946. He was 

attending a convention for the Knights of Pythias, at Grand Rapids. Maude Steidle of Milan, 

Past Grand Chief, offered the invocation. 

Teal, 

Maynard 

Maynard W. Teal, 49, died Friday, Oct. 29, 1954 in St. Joseph’s Hospital in Ann Arbor. 

Services at Stevens and Bush funeral home, Rev. Elwyn C. Stringer of Ann Arbor 

officiating.  Burial will be in Marble Park Cemetery.  Born Oct. 1, 1905, in London 

Township, he was the son of Elmer and Lottie Teal. He graduated from Milan High School 

in 1927 and received a life teacher’s certificate from Michigan State Normal college at 

Ypsilanti in 1929.  He then entered business with his father in the Tealls’ confectionary store 

at 28 Main St., a shop which has been operated for 30 years.  Last January he was appointed 

by the Michigan Secretary of State to conduct a branch office at Milan. He was in the candy 

store when taken ill Friday.  He was active in Milan Lodge 188, Knights of Pythias, was the 

present secretary and had served as chancellor commander.  Nearest surviving relatives are 

cousins, L. C. Olds of Robinson, Ill., Mrs. Alma McDonald of Detroit, Mrs. Dora Lidgard of 



Milan, Mrs. Susan Finkbinder of Ann Arbor, Erwin Ambrose of Ypsilanti and Max 

Ambrose of Phoenix, AZ. Source: Monroe Evening News Nov. 1, 1954. 

Teall, 

Rhoda Ball 

Mrs. Rhoda A. Ball, age 78, passed away Saturday, June 1, 1946 at the Kleitz Convalescent 

home at Monroe after a lingering illness.  The daughter of Charles and Cornelia Teall, she 

was born in London twp near Milan, Michigan, March 20 1868. On Sept. 12, 1888 she 

married Marvin M. Ball of Milan twp. They lived on their farm the entire life of Mr. Ball 

and until her health failed.  Marvin Ball died March 16, 1928.  She leaves her children Mrs. 

Florencee C. (Goethe) Brown of Milan, Benjamin Ball of Ann Arbor, William Ball of 

Monroe, Milton Ball of Milan, Mrs. Bertha Griswold of St. Augustus, Iowa, ten grand 

children etc., one brother Claude Teall of Lulu, Mich. A son Joseph died in infancy. Burial 

in Azalia cemetery.  Source: newspaper obit. 

Teall Sarah Sarah J. Teall died Aug. 27, 1890 according to Monroe death register, book B, page 14.  She 

was age 70, plus 10 months, 7 days.  Married. Her home was Erie. Father: Harry Olmstead, 

mother Caroline Olmstead. 

Teall, 

Timothy 

Father of Asaph Teall.  Timothy came from England in 1750.  [apparently went to NY 

State.] 

Teall, 

Virginia 

Virginia May Teall was born July 10, 1924, according to birth record.  Father: Almyron Deo 

Teall of Milan, age 26.  He is electric inspector for Wabash RR.  Mother Hazel Louise 

Moore born in Dundee. This is the first child born to this mother. Kenneth Noble, MD 

attended the birth. 

 

 
Tellas 

Frank 

Frank Tellas, 68, of 1145 Dexter St., died June 10.  He was president of Milan Screw 

Products Inc. He was born April 20, 1903 in Greensburg, IN, son of Charles and Sarah 

Tellas. On June 17, 1944 he married Marie Bruder in Rogers City. They lived in Milan since 

1949. They had four sons and three daughters. 

Tellas 

Frank 

Frank Tellas, 1903 - 1971.  Wife Marie, born 1919.  Source: Marble Park Cemetery grave 

stone. 

Tenyke Herbert Tenyke had a formal photo taken in Detroit at Baker Studio, 39 Monroe. His name 

is hand written on the back, says he was a teacher at Barnes School. 

Terry 

Charlotte 

Charlotte Rice Terry died Sunday morning at the home of her daughter in York township 

after an illness of several months, age 81. She was born Aug. 17, 1843 in Milan township, 

on what was known as the Rice homestead, being the daughter of Josephus and Mary Rice, 

who took up land from the government in 1836. On Feb. 22, 1866, she married Sidney B. 

Montonye, and they had four children: Mrs. Florence Sanford of Milan, Mrs. Flora Osborn 

of Ann Arbor; Mrs. Ida Forbes, deceased, and Marshall Montonye of Milan.  In 1915 she 

was married to Mr. Terry. For 54 years she was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 

church at Mooreville. Funeral was held at residence of her daughter Mrs. Sanford, Rev. C. L. 

Adams, pastor of the Methodist church at Milan, officiating. Burial at Rice Cemetery. 

Source: Genealogist Friend, vol. 5, page 20, Milan public library. 

Terwilliger 

Thomas 

Thomas Wm. Terwilliger lived in London twp when he answered the 1880 census.  He was 

38, a farmer, b. NY. Wife Dora, 28, b. NY. 

Thomas 

Benjamin 

Benjamin F. Thomas died [Sept. 9, 1889] at his residence on Wilcox on Monday morning, 

age 56 years. Funeral was held at ME church, sermon by Rev. M. H. Bartram. Mr. Thomas 

came to this place in 1876 from Belleville, and engaged in the funeral and undertaking 

business in the building that burned down a few years ago, next east of J H. Ford’s store.  He 

has since been engaged in several other kinds of business, his last being the boot and shoe 

trade.  Source: obit with no date, plus coroner’s records giving exact date Sept. 9, 1889 and 

stating he was buried in Belleville.  See Genealogist Friend Vol. 6 page 25. 

Thompson See also Harmon Allen information. 

Thompson  

C. W. 

C. W. Thompson & Co. bought fire insurance for his stock of clothing, hats, caps, Gent’s 

furnishings, articles contained in any clothing store, contained in the Blackmer Building 

situated on the corner of Main and River Streets.  (Southeast corner of downtown).  

Premium was $37.50.  Insurance purchased March 13, 1888. Source: Ledger book of 

Insurance Company of North America, Mell Barnes, agent. 

Thompson 

Charles 

Charles Thompson is buried in Alban ? Cemetery in Washtenaw County. His son is Guy 

Thompson and his grandson is Jack Thompson. Source: Louanne Thompson. 

Thompson Charles ?. Thompson is in the 1900 census in Augusta township. He is 37, a farmer, born in 



Charles Mich. Both his parents born in England. His wife is Kittie, 33, and his son is Guy F. age 9. 

Also in the home: Charles H. Rothruff, 28. 

Charles F. Thompson was married Feb. 28, 1886 in Sumpter, Wayne County. He was 23, a 

resident of Ypsilanti. His bride, Kitty L. Freeman, 20, was a resident of Sumpter. Parents of 

bride and groom not given in marriage record. If he was 23 in 1886, he was born about 1863, 

Ancestry says his parents were William G. and Jane Thompson. 

Death certificate shows Charles F. Thompson was born Feb. 28, 1864, and died Aug. 7, 

1923 in Willis, Mich. His death was a suicide by hanging. He was married. The undertaker 

was Blackmer.  Burial in Alban Cemetery. Certificate says he was born in England, gives 

the names of his parents. FAG 66801733 

Thompson 

Guy 

Guy Thompson was the father of Jack Thompson. Guy’s father was Charles. Guy was an 

auctioneer, same as his father Charles. Guy is buried at Marble Park Cemetery. Go in the 

Platt Road entrance and he is on the right.  See Find A Grave 150755113. 

Thompson 

Guy 

The 1930 census shows Guy Thompson, occupation “Auctioneer, Farm” age 38 with wife 

Mabel, age 38, and son Jack D. age 10 living on First St. The census taker was Don 

Clement. Guy was born about 1892.  Luanne says Guy was the father of Jack Thompson. 

1920 census shows Guy T. Thompson at 266 Ideal Ave. in Milan, York township, age 27, 

“Auctioneer, general.” Mabel H. Thompson, 27; and Jack D. Thompson, 8 months. A close 

neighbor is John D. Lawson. Somewhere in the neighborhood is “Coal Ave.” 
Thompson 

Hiram 

Hiram P. Thompson was the first person to buy stock in the Farmers and Merchants Bank of 

Milan.  On Feb. 10, 1890 he bought 10 shares at $100 per share. His stock certificate is 

signed by Mell Barnes.  Source: WBW column by Warren Hale, April 15, 1992. 

Thompson 

H. P. 

H. P. Thompson served as Assessor of District 11 public school in York twp, 1898-1899. 

Mailing address was Milan.  Source: Genealogical society Washt. 

Thompson 

Jack 

Jack D. Thompson set up a gas station on the SW corner of Main and Platt in Milan. He 

once operated a coal yard and sold coal to Henry Ford.  He was born April 14, 1919 to Guy 

and Mabel Thompson. Had 4 children.  He died June 3, 2007.  He married Wanda J. 

Thompson, she died Dec. 9, 2005.  He was a member of Milan Rotary, American Quarter 

Horse Assoc., and People’s Presbyterian Church.  In 1950 he was elected to the Milan 

Village Council.  Source: obit. 

Thompson 

Jack 

“Jack Thompson Buys Lawson Coal Company” says front page headline in Milan Leader, 

July 18, 1946. “The Jack Thompson Coal Yard, will be at 260 W. Main St., the former 

Lawson Coal Yards. After installing a cement platform and spur for the tracts [sic], Jack 

Thompson has bought the former Lawson Yards, and sold his interests on Redman St. to 

Arleigh Squires. The latter plans to have a lumber yard at that point as it joins his other 

properties in that neighborhood.” The article continues: “Although in business less than two 

years, Jack Thompson is equipped to serve his customers well. With the securing of a Ford 

contract, he was able to purchase new equipment which includes a self propelled loader. … 

He also has three trucks and a new set of scales… He is being assisted by Leonard Blain…” 

Thompson 

Jack 

Jack Thompson was married Jan. 18, 1941 in Milan. His parents: Guy T. Thompson, and 

Mabel Griffin. His bride: Wanda Juanita Bird, born in Toledo, age 21. Jack’s parents: Guy 

Thompson and Mabel Griffin Thompson. Mabel was the daughter of Wallace and Lucretia 

Griffin. 

Thompson 

Mabel 

Mrs. Mable H. Thompson, 86, of  205 First St., died Sunday Feb. 24, 1974.She was the 

daughter of Wallace and Lucretia Griffen. Mabel  was born Oct. 8, 1887 in Clearwater, 

Nebraska. She was married to Guy Thompson in 1914 in Milan and moved to Milan.  She is 

survived by a son, Jack D. Thompson and four grandchildren, etc. 

Thompson 

R. G. 

R. G. Thompson has bought the Frink property adjoining the railroad and will build thereon 

a house and store. Source: Milan Leader, Jan. 30, 1891 back page, “AzaliaNews.” 

Thompson 

Von 

Von Richard Thompson, 78, passed away March 27, 2020 at home with his loving family by 

his side.  Born November 25, 1941 in Saline to Jack and Wanda Thompson.  He grew up in 

Milan, participating in 4H, horse shows, football, basketball and baseball.  He graduated 

from Milan High School in 1960 and graduated from the University of Wyoming.   He 

married Cindi Reichmann in 1966 and they resided in Laramie for a short time. Von owned 

Tri State Airway, an aviation insurance agency, at the Ann Arbor airport for 40 years.  He 

was a licensed pilot. Over the years, family and friends took numerous trips with him.  He 

served two terms on the Milan City Council, two terms as an elder at the Peoples 

Presbyterian Church in Milan, a volunteer Milan fireman, a member of Civitan Club, a 

Webelos leader, a little league coach and a member of Milan Historical Society.  After a 



move to York Township, he served two terms as a trustee.  He was noted for his church 

Chicken Barbeques and Steak Dinners and for his Cuban breakfast cook outs. Survived by 

his wife Cindi and their two children, Christian Von Thompson  of Milan and Annie Weldon 

(Timothy) of Grosse Pointe, his two brothers Jon Thompson (Sharon) of Willis and Larry 

Thompson (JoAnne) of Chesterfield, MO, one sister Lou Ann Thompson of Milan, one 

cousin Kristin Smith (Jerry) of Chelsea, one sister-in-law Susie Ufer (Robert) of Bloomfield 

Hills, five grandchildren, Benjamin Thompson of Milan and Caitlin Cunnane, Liam 

Cunnane, Caroline Weldon and Charlotte Weldon of Grosse Pointe as well as many nieces 

and nephews.  

Thompson 

William 

The 1870 census in Ypsilanti (Ypsi PO) shows William Thompson, age 49, farmer, born in 

England. His wife, Charlotte, 41, born in England. Daughter Harriet is 17, born England. 

Son John, 13, born in Mich. Son William, 11, born Mich. Son Geroge, 7, born Mich. Son 

Charles, 7, born Mich. Daughters Emma, 5, and Lina, 3. Find A Grave shows him in Alban 

Cemetery, born  Sept. 7, 1821 in England, and died  Nov.13, 1903 in Ypsilanti. 54566193. 
Thompson 

William 

William Thompson is in the 1880 census in Ypsi Township. He is shown as 60, a farmer, 

with wife Jane, 48. George, 19, laborer; Charles, 17, laborer; Emma, 14; and Lina, 11. Both 

William and Jane were born in England. He was born about 1820. 

 

THROOP/TROOPE 

 
Throop 

reunion 

“Reunion of Throop Family at Home of Mrs. And Mrs. Seneca Throop” 

The annual reunion of the Throop family occurred Thursday, August 22, at the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Seneca Throop, three and one-half miles north of Milan. The weather was most 

delightful and the spacious lawn seemed to invite just this kind of festivities. About 1:30 

o’clock a sumptuous and delicious dinner was served under the shade trees, at which the 85 

guests did ample justice. Following this a program, consisting of recitations, humorous, 

pathetic and interesting, was carried out. Later the following officers for the ensuing year 

were elected: 

President: Daniel Throop 

Vice president: Oris Throop 

Secretary: Mrs. C. W. Harris 

Treasurer: Delos Throop. 

Among relatives from abroad were Miss Laura and Ralph Throop of Lansing, Misses Eva 

and Anna Throop of Belding, Mrs. J. L. Rowland and children of Hastings, Mr. and Mrs. 

Albert Bond and daughter Lettie of Ypsilanti, many from Belleville, Carl Rose of Pierre, 

South Dakota, and Harry Stever of Ipsewich, South Dakota. 

Next year the reunion will be hosted by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Harris in Augusta township. 

Source: page 21, Crude scrapbook 

Throop 

Amy 

Amy and Dan Throop were husband and wife.  She died in Bergin, NY and he died in York 

Townshp, buried in Judd Cemetery.  According to family records, the husband’s father 

Joseph was a revolutionary war soldier.  The wife’s father Dan was also a Revolutionary 

War soldier.  Source: Laurel A. Wilson, family genealogy. 

Throop 

Callista 

See Barnes, Eleazer 

Throop 

Charles 

Charles E. Throop was b at York, Washtenaw county, Mich, April 10, 1860. His father was 

b in Vermont and his mother in Albany, N. Y.  Charles’ parents moved to a farm in Mich. in 

1860. Charles stayed at home until 1886, when he purchased a grocer's stock and engaged in 

the grocery business. Previous to this he had worked as stationery engraver. April 10th he 

married Mary Duboise, of Milan. She was born in LaSalle, Monroe county, Mich., July 14, 

1870.  Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott Wing p. 40. 

Throop 

Cornelius 

According to York Cemetery records, Cornelius Throop lived from Dec. 6, 1834 to Feb. 24, 

1902.  His wife, Ellen Quirk, lived from Dec. 25, 1835 to Feb. 3, 1878.  They had a 

daughter, Ella Quackenboss. 

Throop 

Cornelius 

Orris Throop was b. April 17, 1870 in York twp. His father was Cornelius Throop, a farmer, 

b. Mich., and mother was Ellen Throop, b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

page 175. 

Throop 

Dan 

Dan Throop b. May 31, 1774. He was the third child of Joseph Throop, b. April 22, 1743, 

and Sarah Kasson Throop, b. May 3, 1744. He died Aug. 13, 1847 in York, Washtenaw, MI. 



In 1799, he married his cousin Amy Barnes Throop on on April 25, 1771 in Litchfield, CT.  

“Barnes” was her middle name, not her maiden name.  She was b. July 26, 1773 in 

Litchfield, CT, the daughter of Dan Throop-b. 1748 and Amy Barnes. Amy, wife of Dan-

1774, died May 6, 1844 in Bergen, NY.  Dan and Amy's children: (1) Abigail Throop b. 

1800 in Middlebury, VT d. Aug. 19, 1816 in Middlebury. (2) Luther Throop b. Jan. 3, 1801 

in Middlebury, d. 1880; m. Lucy Baxter.  (3) Enos Throop, b. Jan. 25, 1803 in Middlebury, 

d. March 5, 1885 in York, MI; Enos married  Mary Soles on June 25, 1825.  (4) Sarah 

Kasson Throop b. May 1805 in Middlebury, d. 1889; she married Shubael Hale Reed. in Jan 

1826.  (5) Solomon Throop b. April 29, 1807 in Middlebury, VT, died after 1890 in Clinton 

Co., MI.  (6) Eliza Throop, b. 14 Jun 1809 in Middlebury, d. Nov. 8, 1811 in Middlebury. 

(7) Amy Barnes Throop, b. July 8, 1812 in Middlebury, d. Feb. 11, 1901; m. Hiram Smith 

Jan. 30, 1824.  (8) Harvey Barnes Throop, b. March 26, 1815 in Middlebury, VT.  Source: 

Computer service which matches the records of Laurel Wilson. 
Throop  

Dan 

Dan Throop was buried in Judd Cemetery, York township.  According to cemetery records 

at Milan Public Library, Throop died Aug. 13, 1847. His age was 73 years and 3 months or 8 

months.  So he was born either May 1774 or Dec. 1773. The DAR placed a round medal on 

his grave indicating he is a veteran of the Revolutionary War, however he wasn’t, because 

he was a small child when the Revolutionary War ended. 

Throop 

Daniel 

Daniel Throop showed up in the US Census in 1840 as a resident of York Township with his 

family.  Of the males in the household, there was 1 aged 0-5, 1 aged 30-40, and 1 aged 60-

70. Of the females, there were 2 aged 0-5, 1 aged 30-40 and 1 aged 60-70. 

Throop Dan 

b 1831 

Dan Throop was born August 24, 1831, in Chautauqua county, NY, and with his parents 

came to Michigan when but three years of age, settling at that time on a farm near Saline. He 

was married in 1855 to Ellen Henderson Helmore. They were blessed with four children: 

Ernest G., Leonora H., Myra Irene, who died in infancy, and Walter R. Ernest G. preceded 

his father to the great beyond less than a month ago. In early manhood Mr. Throop united 

with the Methodist Episcopal church. This membership was retained until last Sunday, when 

he answered roll call in the church triumphant. Mr. Throop has spent the greater part of his 

life in this vicinity. A host of friends sympathize with the widow, his two children, Leonora 

Guy of this place, and Walter R. of Detroit, and two grandchildren, Mildred Guy Herkimer 

and Lyle Throop. The funeral was held yesterday afternoon, his 79th birthday, at his late 

home on County street, conducted by his pastor, Rev. S. J. Pollock. His favorite hymns, 

“Abide With Me” and “Oh, Morning Land,” were very sweetly rendered by Mr. and Mrs. 

Alva Dexter, accompanied by Miss Florence Chapin. His body was borne very tenderly to 

its last resting place in Marble Park Cemetery by his son, Walter and T. C. Herkimer and 

four nephews. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 6, page 58, Milan Public Library. 

Throop  

Dan 

According to pension records, there was a man named Dan Throop who served in the 

Revolutionary War.  Records show he was the only vet named Dan Throop.  This Dan 

Throop was b. 1764, approximately. He was married on Nov. 12, 1788.  He died on May 18, 

1824 in NY state at age 60.  On June 1, 1819, he applied for his pension at age 55. When he 

applied for the pension, he lived in Chenango County, NY.  He enlisted April 1, 1779 as a 

fifer while a resident of Connecticut.  He was discharged in Nov. 1782. Source: Bob 

McDonald, who checked the records for military pensions. Note: he never lived in 

Michigan. 

Throop Dan 

b. 1715 

Dan Throop was born at Bristol July 31, 1715. His parents were Dan and Deborah Church 

Throop.  Dan married Susanna Corey of Bristol on Oct. 27, 1737. He married his second 

wife Sarah Huntington in 1755.  Dan’s children were: (1) Bethiah b. Dec. 1, 1738. (2)  Dan 

b. April 10, 1740. (3) Susanna b. March ? 1742. (4)  Benjamin b. June 3? 1745. (5)  Joseph 

b. Dec. 23, 1748, a sgt in Revolutionary War. Surce: Laurel A. Wilson, custodian of family 

records assembled by unknown person. 

Throop  

Dan b 1831 

Dan Throop is buried at Marble Park cemetery, 1831 - 1910.  Source: D.A.R. book. 

Throop  

Dan 

b 1744 

Dan Throop was the 4th child of Joseph and Sarah Kasson Throop.  He was b. May 31, 

1744, and moved to Bergon, New York about 1815.  He married his cousin, Amy Throop.  

(She was daughter of Dan the Revolutionary war soldier, the report says.)  Amy was born 

July 26, 1773 and died in Bergin, NY on May 5, 1844.  (Note: her husband went to 

Michigan after she died, or he went to Michigan and left her behind.)  Dan died in York 

Twp. Mich. Aug. 13, 1847. He was buried in Judd Cemetery.  Source: family records, Laurel 

A. Wilson. 



Throop  

Dan 

b 1748 

Dan Throop supposedly was born 1748 - Died 1833. His grave at Judd Cemetery was 

marked 1930 by Michigan Society Sons of the American Revolution, Ypsilanti Chapter, 

Ypsilanti. Source: Waymark, an internet group. Source of information not given.  Note: the 

internet site has a photo of the Dan Throop grave which shows the man who was 9 years old 

when the Revolutionary War ended.  So the grave is obviously not the right one. 

Throop  

Dan 

b 1748 

A115068 Dan Throop b. 1748 was a surveyor of Highways during the American Revolution 

and was not a soldier. They call it patriotic service. He died in 1833 and the records say he 

died in Washtenow Co, MI. Source: Ann Day, by email in Sept. 2014. She is the Regent for 

the Kenosha Wisconsin Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  She says 

“The guy you have buried in your back yard (so to speak) in Michigan was a road surveyor 

and helped with the war effort but not as a soldier in the American Revolution according to 

DAR records.” 
Throop  

Dan Second 

August 23, 1833.  Buyer:  Dan Throop 2d, a resident of Bergin, Genessee County, State of 

New York. Seller:  Arba Lambron and Esther his wife of Saline, in Washtenaw County, 

Territory of Michigan.  Price: $1200. 145 acres.  Land in Saline Township, Section 18.  

Legal description mentions a mighty oak tree as a landmark.  Liber D, page 585. 

Throop  

Eli 

Ransom Salsbury was married Dec. 22, 1850, to Margaret S. Throop, who was born in 

Canada, June 24, 1828, and daughter of Eli and Mary (Galloway) Throop, who came to this 

county in 1836. Two years later they removed to Hillsdale county, Mich. Eli and Mary 

Throop were married Feb. 4, 1811. Eli was born Aug. 16, 1787, and died Dec. 11, 1846; 

Mary Throop was born June 12, 1788, and died Oct. 9, 1868.  See “Salsbury.” 

Throop 

Ellen 

Ellen H. Throop is buried at Marble Park cemetery.  1838 - 1917. 

Throop 

Enos 

Enos Throop was born in VT Jan. 25, 1803. He married on June 25, 1825 to Mary Soles. He 

went to a farm near Saine in 1837.  Later he moved from that farm to a farm about one mile 

north of Milan.  Enos died in York Twp. March 5, 1885. Source: Laurel Wilson family 

records.  Laurel is descended from this Throop family. 

Throop 

Enos 

Enos Throop showed up on the York Township US Census in 1840.  His home contained 1 

male 0-5, 2 males 5-10, 1 male 10-15, 1 male 20-30, and 1 male 30-40. As for the females, 

there was 1 0-5, 1 10-15, 1 15-20, and 1 30-40.  I surmise that Enos and his wife were both 

30-40 years of age. 

Throop 

Enos 

Enos Throop was born Dec. 5, 1868 on a farm one mile north of Milan. He joined his 

brother Oris in 1911 in a business in Milan. [Grocery store, probably.] He died Thursday 

Dec. 3. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery.  Obit, Genealogist Friend 

Throop 

Enos 

According to records of York Cemetery, there is a grave for “Enos T.” Throop, who died 

April 10, 1859 at age 17.  He was born about 1842.  The teenager was the son of Enos and 

Mary Throop.   

Throop 

Enos 

August 19, 1844.  Enos Throop, of York Twp, buyer.  Abner P. Wilcox and wife Statina, 

residents of York Twp., sellers.  Price: $400.  Land description:  In York township.  The NE 

Q of the NE Q of Sec. 35 in Township 4 S of Range 6 E containing 40 acres. Deed executed 

by S. P. Fuller, Notary Public.  Note: the “S” might be another initial, due to handwriting.  

Also, name Statina might be something else; the “S” might be “L” or “Y” for example.  

Other witness: James Whaley.  Liber V, page 190. 

Throop 

Ernest 

Ernest G. Throop is buried at Marble Park cemetery.  1860 - 1910.  D.A. R. book. 

Throop 

Eura 

Eura “Troope”, a male, was b. Dec. 5, 1867 in York twp. His father: Cornelius “Troope” 

farmer b. Mich. Mother Ellen “Troope” b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

page 35. 

Throop 

Florence 

Florence Throop was sixth daughter of John D. and Olive A. Throop. She was born July 24, 

1854, and died Feb. 18, 1878.  Source: York cemetery gravestone Row 6. 

Throop 

George 

Nancy G. Throop, wife of George Throop.  Nancy died April 1862, age 42 years. Mooreville 

cemetery.   

Throop 

John 

John D. Throop was 26, working as a farm laborer, when census taker arrived at his door in 

1880 in Milan township.  His wife Janie was 22. They lived with daughter May, 4, and son 

Jessie, 3 months old.  Jessie was born in February. 

Throop 

Joseph 

Joseph Throop, the second child of Joseph and Deborah Throop, was born April 22, 1743. 

He married Sarah Kasson at Bethlehem, Conn. On Nov. 1769.  Joseph died Feb. 3, 1785. 

Throop 

Joseph 

Joseph Throoop was born in Bristol, Conn. Feb. 26, 1716 and married Deborah Buell on 

March 20, 1740. 

http://emembership.dar.org/DAR/DAR_Research/search_adb/?action=full&p_id=A115068


Throop 

Joseph 

Joseph Throop was b. in Bristol, CT Feb. 26, 1716 and married Deborah Buell on March 20, 

1740. Joseph and Deborah had these children:  (1) Deborah b. April 22, 1741.  (2) Joseph b. 

April 22, 1743. (3) unknown. (4)  unknown. (5) Dan b. Nov. 8, 1748, died Nov. 1, 1833. He 

married Amy Barnes at Litchfield, CT on April 26, 1771. He was a revolutionary soldier. 

Buried at Judd Cemetery (NOTE FROM MARTHA this might be mistake). Source: Laurel 

A. Wilson genealogical report from uknown source. 
Throop 

Leonora 

Leonora Throop, daughter of Dan Throop, was married to Edgar Guy of York Township on 

Oct. 30, 1880.  See “Guy.” 

Throop 

LeRoy 

Maude Anna VanWormer Throop died Sept. 2, 1931 at age 47.  Her husband was LeRoy 

Throop.  She was born May 4, 1884 in Michigan.  Her father was Albert Van Wormer and 

her mother was Nellie Van Wormer.  Informant: Bertha Sheats. 

Throop 

Mary 

Mary Throop died Dec. 13, 1871 in York township due to consumption.  She was married, 

age 71 years, 1 month, 2 days. She was born in NY.  Source: Washtenaw death records. 

Throop 

Mary 

Mary Throop, the second wife of M. W. Salsbury, died Oct. 9, 1868 at age 80 years and 4 

months.  Source: York cemetery gravestone. 

Throop 

Oris 

Funeral services for the late Oris B. Throop were held from the home on Ferman Ave. Mr. 

Throop was one of the oldest and best known merchants in Milan and up to a few weeks ago 

owned and operated a grocery store on Main street. The store was recently sold to Virgil 

Sheats. Mr. Throop had been ill for some time and was confined to his home for the past few 

weeks and death came at his home Thursday afternoon. 

Mr. Throop was born on a farm in York township, April 17, 1870 and lived on the farm east 

of Milan until 1905 when he with his wife and family moved to Milan. In January 1894 he 

was united in marriage to Miss Minnie Fullerton, who survives. Their only daughter, Mrs. 

Blanche Throop Carter, passed away less than a year ago. 

Following a few years operating a dray line in Milan Mr. Throop with his brother, Enos 

Throop, purchased the grocery store on East Main street  and until the death of Enos Throop  

they were in the store together and since that time it has been under the management of Mr. 

Oris Throop. In the 28 years of its operation the Throop grocery has become one of the best. 

[Handwritten note says Sept. 7, 1939] Source: original newspaper clipping glued into a 

scrapbook, which was given to Warren Hale, and then transferred to Milan Area Historical 

Society. 

Throop 

Orris Mrs. 

Mrs. Orris Throop died Tuesday. [handwritten note says May 26, 1942.] She had lived with 

her sister-in-law, Mrs. Harry Quackenboss for 6 months since closing her home in Milan. 

Minnie Fullerton Throop was b. Nov. 7, 1871 in Augusta twp, the dau. of James and 

Margaret Fullerton. She married Orris Throop in 1894. They lived on the farm in Augusta 

twp. They moved to Milan about 25 years ago. Orris and his brother Enos operated a grocery 

store. Orris died Sept. 9, 1939 and their daughter Blanch Throop Carter died Oct. 27, 1938.  

Mrs. Throop leaves a brother, John Ridge. Burial at Marble Park cemetery. Source: 

Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Throop 

Preston 

Preston Throop, an old resident, aged ?3 years, died at the home of his daughter Mrs. J. A. 

Underwood in Ypsilanti Oct. 21. Funeral at M.E. church, burial in Mooreville cemetery. 

Source: Genealogist friend, no date. 

Throop 

Rosetta 

Rosetta “Troop” was b. Sept. 8, 1868 in York twp. Father: Edwin “Troop” b. NY, farmer. 

Mother: Louisa “Troop” b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1 p. 49 

Throop 

Sarah 

Sarah P. Throop, daughter of E. B. and F. (?) L. Throop, died Dec. 24, 1852 at age 2 months 

and 1 day. Source: York cemetery gravestones. 

Throop 

Seldon 

Seldon B. Throop was born in Washtenaw County. He was 21 in 1860 when he started his 

apprenticeship as a wagon maker.  He set up a business in Milan. In 1862, he enlisted in Co. 

B, 20th Mich Volunteer Infantry. (Civil War.)  He served until the end of the war.  In 1867 

he married Miss Irena Fuller, also born in Michigan. They had a daughter, Nellie A., and son 

James C.  He moved to Kansas in 1871 and set up a business in Columbus, KS.  Source: 

internet photo of his gravestone on Flickr, cemetery in Kansas. 

Throop 

Walter 

Walter Throop was b. June 18, 1869 in York twp. He was son of Dan Throop, b. NY, 

farmer, and Ellen Throop, b. Mich. Washtenaw birth records, vol. 1, p. 122. 

 

TILLMAN 
Tillman 

Roy 
Roy Tillman rented the shop at 25 Wabash in the 80’s, and created Roy’s Barbeque and 

Burgers.  Before that, it was a donut shop.  There was a nother building in back, used for a 



barber shop.  Tillman, a resident of Ypsilanti, started 30 or 40 burger shops, including one in 

Clinton called Boomers.  Tillman rented the Milan shop from Larry Read for $600 per 

month. Tillman was a vegetarian, but he liked the taste of meat.  If cheese dripped off a 

burger on the grill, Tillman would pick it up and eat it.  He was not very clean in the kitchen.  

He flicked cigar ashes right on the burger meat on the grill.  After only about a year of 

business, Tillman sold his business to Leo Suchy in the 1980’s.  Suchy bought the building 

rather than paying rent. Leo bought the business from Roy Tillman, who started the business 

in that location.  He started 30 or 40 of them.  Source: Leo Suchy. 

 

 

TINSMAN family information 
Tinsman, 

Alice 

Alice Andrews was married to Arthur Dana Tinsman  in 1875.  In all likelihood they set up 

their home together in Raisinville, Michigan.  He was a farmer at that time, later a 

“teamster” (truck driver) and county drain commissioner.  Alice and Arthur had four 

children, Ralph, Mabel, Charles A., and Edna. M. Alice died in 1894.  Arthur remarried and 

had some additional children. 

Tinsman, 

Alice 

Mrs. Alice A. Tinsman, wife of County Drian Commissioner A. D. Tinsman, died on Friday, 

Jan. 5 1894 of grip and heart failure. Besides her husband she leaves four children, two boys 

and two girls to mourn her death. Mrs. Tinsman was born in this county and has always 

lived here, etc. Methodist church etc. Her remains were buried in the Doty burying ground, 

Rev. Burger officiating. Source: Monroe Democrat, Thursday, Jan. 11, 1894. 

Tinsman, 

Arthur 

Arthur D. Tinsman, 28, of Frenchtown married Alice A. Andrews, 21. of Raisinville in 

Monroe on Oct. 29, 1875. He was born in Warren County Penn. And occupation is farmer. 

She was born in Raisinville. David Casher or Casler, minister, officiated. Witnesses: Purses 

Tinsman of Frenchtown and Julia Case of East Milan. Source: Monroe county marriage 

records.  [Note: Purses Tinsman would be Seth P. Tinsman, Arthur’s younger brother.] 

Tinsman, 

Arthur D. 

A. D. Tinsman, well-known farmer living west of town [Monroe], died suddenly last 

Saturday morning [Nov, 29, 1924] at his home. Mr. Tinsman had been in poor health for 

many months.  He had, in fact, been a sufferer for many years.  Funeral services were held 

Tuesday at the house, Rev. H. M. Smart officiating. Interment was made at the Mausoleum, 

Dundee Lodge No. 74, F. & A. M. conducting the services.  Arthur Dana Tinsman was born 

September 28, 1847 in Tinsville, [sic] N. J.  He was the second son of John and Mary Jane 

Tinsman.  He came to Michigan in 1870, and in 1876 was married to Alice Andrews.  To 

this union four children were born, three of whom survive, Mabel Smith, Charles A., and 

Edna M. Tinsman.  [Their son Ralph died.]  In 1894, Alice A. Tinsman [Arthur’s wife] 

departed this life.  Three years later he was married to Elizabeth Gregory.  To this union, 

three children were born, two of whom survive, Esther E., and Gregory J. Tinsman.  He is 

mourned by his wife, Elizabeth, four [NOTE: should be five] children and four 

grandchildren; three brothers and one sister.  Source: Dundee Reporter Dec. 4, 1924. 

Tinsman, 

Arthur D. 

A. D. Tinsman died near Dundee Saturday, Nov. 29, 1924 at the age of  77 years, 2 months 

and one day.  The funeral service was held at the home Tuesday, Dec. 2 at 1:30 fast time, 

and was officiated by the Rev. Mr. Smart, the songs were rendered by Mrs. Mary Slaurel 

and Mr. Earl Stowell.  Mr. Tinsman was born Sept. 28, 1847 in Orange, N. J., coming to 

Michigan as a young man, and in due course of time he married Miss Alice Andrews, to this 

union were born three children. Some time after the death of his first wife, he married Miss 

Elizabeth Gregory, by whom he had two children Esther and Gregory. Interment at Maple 

Grove [cemetery in Dundee].  Source: Dundee Post Guardian 12-3-1924.   

Tinsman 

Arthur 

Arthur Tinsman was born Sept. 28, 1847 in Orange, NJ. Came to Michigan as a young man.  

He married Miss Alice Andrews.  They had three children.  He later married Miss Elizabeth 

Gregory, and had two children Esther and Gregory.  Died Saturday Nov. 29, 1924 near 

Dundee.  Arthur was buried at Maple Grove Cemetery in Dundee.  Source: Dundee Post 

Guardian. 

Tinsman 

Arthur 
Arthur D. Tinsman was born around 1847 in New Jersey.  His brother was Conrad Tinsman. 

 

Tinsman 

Calvin 

Calvin G. Tinsman drowned after his canoe capsized near Dundee Saturday [July 14, 1951].  

His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Tinsman. [His mother’s name: Jennie E. Bamm 

Tinsman.] He had four sisters, Miss Francis Tinsman, Mrs. Virginia Wiseman, Mrs. Carol 

Rosencranz, and Miss Audrey Tinsman, a brother William, and a grandfather, William 



Bamm. He was born Sept. 12, 1924 at Dundee and worked as a brick mason.  He belonged 

to the American Legion.  He served 2 years in the Navy during WW II.  Buried at 

Maplegrove Cemetery.  Source: Monroe Evening News, w/ handwritten date, July 16, 1951. 

Tinsman 

Catherine 

Catherine Tinsman, wife of Thomas P. Tinsman, was born around 1809 in New Jersey.  She 

and her husband lived primarily in New Jersey. 

Tinsman 

Charles A. 

Charles A. Tinsman was born Jan. 16, 1881, according to Monroe birth records.  His father 

was A. D. Tinsman, a farmer in Raisinville.  Mother: Alice. Book C, page 141. [NOTE: A. 

D. Tinsman is Arthur Tinsman.] 

Tinsman 

Charles A. 

Born Jan. 16, 1881 in Monroe County Michigan. Died March 28, 1955 in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, Canada. Brother: Gregory.  Sisters: Mabel Smith, Edna and Esther Tinsman. 

Source: Dundee Reporter March 31, 1954.  [Note: Father was A. D. Tinsman, mother was 

Alice. Birth record at page 141, Book C in Monroe County.] 

Tinsman 

Charles B. 

Charles B. Tinsman, the son of John S. and Mary Jane Tinsman, was born in about 1867 in 

New Jersey.  He was living in New York in 1901 when his mother died. 

Tinsman, 

Clara 

Clara Tinsman was the wife of Seth P. Tinsman.  Seth Percy Tinsman married Clara Gibson 

on Jan. 7, 1880.  The wedding took place in Raisinville.  They had a daughter.  Seth was 

born in New Jersey Sept. 10, 1853, and he died in the Dundee, Michigan area June 10, 1911.   

Tinsman 

Conard 

According to the grave stone, and according to the Jacobs Family Bible, this man’s first 

name is really “Conard” and not “Conrad” as I had originally thought.  On the other hand, if 

his name was really “Conard” then it was mis-spelled in a lot of places, partly with the 

agreement of “Conard” himself.  Source: Martha 

Tinsman 

Conrad 

Conrad S. Tinsman was born in New Jersey on Feb. 11, 1859.  Married [to second wife 

Lula] Jan. 14, 1925.  Died March. 9, 1950. Source: Jacobs family bible.  [NOTE: I believe 

Conrad died March 4, 1950.] 

Tinsman 

Conrad S. 

Conrad S. Tinsman, 91, of 41 Dexter St., one of Milan’s oldest residents, died Saturday 

night [March 4, 1950] in University Hospital, Ann Arbor, where he was taken earlier in the 

day.  The body is at Stevens and Bush funeral home etc. Rev. William A. Johnson of Milan 

Methodist Church will officiate.   Burial will be in Marble Park Cemetery with Masonic 

services in charge of Milan Lodge 323, F. and A. M.  He would have been a member of the 

lodge 40 years had he lived until July of this year.   

He was a retired farmer.  The son of John and Mary Tinsman, Mr. Tinsman was born in New 

Jersey Feb. 11, 1859, later coming to Michigan.  His marriage to Sophia Rath was Oct. 6, 

1892, and they moved to a farm south of Milan in 1904.  This farm later was purchased by 

Henry Ford [Dearborn automaker].  Mrs. Tinsman died April 27, 1919.  Mr. Tinsman 

married Mrs. Lulu Ridley Jan. 14, 1925.  In addition to membership in the Blue Lodge, Mr. 

Tinsman was a member of York Chapter 115, Royal Arch Masons.  He is survived by his 

wife [Lulu] and several nephews and nieces. 

Tinsman, 

Conrad 

Conrad S. Tinsman was born Sept. 1859 in Greenwich Township, Warren County, NJ.  His 

parents were John S. and Mary J. Tinsman. (NJ Census.)  Conrad lived in NJ until his family 

moved to Raisinville, Monroe County.  By 1880, the Census found them in Raisinville with 

his sister Eliza and brother Charles.  Conrad’s siblings were Arthur D, b. 1847; John C., 

1851; Seth J., 1853; Ann C., 1855; Eliza Jane, 1861; and Charles, 1867. 

Tinsman, 

Conrad 

Conrad S. Tinsman, age 33, of Milan [twp], married Sophia [or Sylvia] Rath, 27, Oct. 6, 

1892. They had no children.  Ron says he found this information from Marriage Records of 

Monroe County, MI Vol. IV with index 1887-1896., on page 180.  Ron says Sophia was 

born in Michigan January 1865 and her parents were from Germany. 

Tinsman, 

Conrad 

Conrad Tinsman married Sylvia Rath in Dundee on Oct. 6, 1892, according to Monroe 

County marriage records, as supplied by Ron Morey.  Witnesses were S. P. Tinsman 

[Conrad’s brother Seth in Monroe] and Clara Tinsman, who reside in Raisinville.  Book 6, 

page 102 E. 1518.  Her parents were from Germany. The couple operated a farm in Milan 

Township. 
Tinsman 

Conard 

Conard S. Tinsman, 1859-1950.  Masonic sign on grave stone.  Next to him:  His niece, 

Edna M. Tinsman, 1891-1966.  Also next to him: Sophia.  Marble Park Cemetery grave 

stones.  Note: Marble Park Records show “Lula” Tinsman is buried next to him, with no 

grave marker. 

Tinsoman 

Conrad 

On March 5, 1920, Conrad S. Tinsman of Milan, a single man, sold land to Henry Fuchs and 

Endia Fuchs, his wife, of Milan twp.  Witnesses: Milton H. Hack and L. M. Nase. 

Description:  West half of SE Q of Sec. 12, town 5, range 6 east. Source: Monroe register of 

deeds, L 201, P 421. 



Tinsman 

Conrad 

Conrad Shoemaker Tinsman was the son of John Shoemaker Tinsman & Mary Jane 

Krouse/Crouse. Source: his Sherry Sabol, his 5 th cousin, who sent me an email, and says 

she has researched the Shoemaker family tree. 
Tinsman 

Edna 

Miss Edna Tinsman, 74, of 329 County St., Milan, died yesterday [Jan. 27, 1966] in St. 

Joseph’s Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  The Rev. Roger William Merrill of Marble 

Memorial Methodist Church will officiate. She was born Feb. 6, 1891.  She is survived by a 

half sister, Miss Esther Tinsman of Gary, Ind.  Source: Monroe Evening News  obit with 

“Jan. 28, 1966” written at the top. 

Tinsman 

Elizabeth 

Mrs. Elizabeth Tinsman, aged 67 years, died at 6:00 a.m. Thursday [May 16, 1929] in St. 

Vincent’s hospital at Toledo where she had recently undergone an operation.  Mrs. Tinsman 

is survived by one daughter, Esther, of Gary, Indiana, a step-daughter, Mrs. Mable Smith of 

Toledo, a son Gregory of Dundee, and a step-son, Charles Tinsdale [sic] of Vancouver, 

British Columbia. Funeral will be held at the house Saturday at 2:30 p.m. Interment at Maple 

Grove cemetery. Source: Monroe Evening News with handwritten date May 17, 1929.  

[Note: she was born Elizabeth Gregory, and she was the second wife of A. D. Tinsman.  She 

was probably born about 1862.] 

Tinsman 

Esther 

Esther Tinsman, 86, died Dec. 16, 1985 in Colorado Springs, CO where she lived since 

1974. She had a heart attack. She was born April 8, 1899 in Dundee, the daughter of Arthur 

Dana and Ann Elizabeth (Gregory) Tinsman. She graduated from Dundee High School. She 

received her teaching degree from the University of Michigan and her Masters Degree in 

1928. She taught Biology for 45 years in Gary, Indiana.  She was predeceased by her brother 

Gregory Tinsman, her half-brother Charles Tinsman and half-sisters, Mable Smith and Edna 

Tinsman, and a nephew, Calvin Tinsman, etc.. Survived by various nieces and nephews etc.  

Source: Dundee Reporter 

Tinsman 

Gregory D. 

Gregory Donald Tinsman, 62, of 17055 Brewer Rd. here [Dundee] died yesterday afternoon 

[Feb. 16, 1965] in St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor.  The Rev. Donald Grandahl of 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Dundee will officiate.  Burial will be in Maplegrove 

Cemetery here. Born Sept. 7, 1902 in Dundee, he was the son of Arthur and Elizabeth 

Tinsman.  June 21, 1921, he married Jenny Bamm in Dundee. A farmer all his life, he was a 

lifetime member of Dundee Lodge 74, F & AM.  Survivors are his wife; a son, William of 

Inglewood, CA; 4 daughters, Mrs. Frances Hansen of San Gabriel, CA, Mrs. Carole 

Rosencrans of Whittier, CA; Mrs. Virginia Wieffner of Walnut, CA, and Mrs. Audrey 

Tremlin of Inglewood, CA; a sister, Miss Esther Tinsman of Gary, IN; a half sister, Miss 

Edna Tinsman of Milan, and 15 grandchildren.  A son, a half sister and a half brother 

preceded him in death.  Source: Monroe newspaper obit with Feb. 17, 1965 written at top. 

Tinsman 

Jennie 

Jennie E. Tinsman, 93, of Torrance, CA and formerly of Dundee, died Thursday, Aug. 17, 

1995 at Rodeno Beach, CA. Graveside services were held Monday, Aug. 21, 1995 at Maple 

Grove Cemetery in Dundee.  She was born Sept. 3, 1901 in Dundee, the daughter of William 

and Fredericka (Koepke) Bamm.  She married Gregory J. Tinsman in Dundee on June 21, 

1921.  He died Feb. 16, 1965.  Jennie worked as a postal clerk in Dundee more than 20 years 

and was a Navy inspector at Tecumseh Products Co. during WW II.  She graduated from 

Dundee High School in 1920.  Surviving are her son, William Tinsman of Redondo Beach, 

and four daughters, Frances Hansen, Virginia Nanninga, Carole Rosencrans, and Audrey 

Tremlin. And 23 grandchildren and 36 GG children. She was preceded in death by a son, 

Calvin, in 1951.  Source: Dundee Independent, with handwritten date, Aug. 24, 1995. 

Tinsman 

John S. 
John S. Tinsman was married to Mary Jane Crouse. Then they came to Michigan and lived 

west of Monroe (in Raisinville area).  They lived in Michigan for 10 years, then returned to 

Spring Garden, Pa.  Not long afterward, John S. Tinsman was killed while walking on the 

New Jersey Central railroad near Bloomsbury.  Source: Obit of Mary Jane Tinsman, from 

the Monroe Democrat in Monroe, Michigan.  Date written at the top: Jan. 1, 1902 
Tinsman 

John S. 

John S. Tinsman was married to Mary Jane Crouse, somewhere around 1841. [Since she was 

78 at the time of her death, and she died in Dec. 1901.]  He was probably born around 1820 

(since his wife was born around 1823). 

Tinsman 

John C. 

John C Tinsman born around 1851 in New Jersey.  His father was John S. Tinsman.  In 

1901, when his mother Mary Jane died, he was living on Bridge Street in Rigglesville, Pa. 

Tinsman 

John 

John S. Tinsman is the father of Conrad Tinsman.  Ron Morey believes that John is the son 

or nephew of Thomas Persel Tinsman.  Ron Morey believes that Conrad and his parents may 

have had a tintype of their father/grandfather/uncle Thomas “Persis” Tinsman. 

Tinsman John S. Tinsman married Mary Jane Crouse. They left New Jersey and went to Michigan for 



John ten years, then returned “out east” to Spring Garden, Pa.  Soon afterward John S. Tinsman 

was killed while walking on the New Jersey Central railroad near Bloomsbury.  The wife 

died dec. 12, 1901 in Philadelphia at the home of her daughter Mrs. Joseph Debau. 

Tinsman 

Lulu 

She was born Lulu or Lula Jacobs.  (Probably Lulu.)  For a full obituary of her, look under 

“Jacobs, Lulu.” 

Tinsman 

Lula 

Lula Tinsman was born in Milan, Mich. on Apr. 1865. Married Jan. 14, 1925.  Died Oct. 12, 

1952.   Source: Jacobs family Bible.  [NOTE:  she married Charles Ridley June 13, 1885.  

She married Conrad S. Tinsman Jan. 14, 1925.] 

Tinsman 

Lulu 

Mrs. Lulu Tinsman, 87, of 41 Dexter St., died at 6 p.m. yesterday [died October 12,1952] in 

the Beach Convalescent Home at Dundee.  Burial will be in Marble Park cemetery.  She was 

the daughter of Hiram and Sophia Jacobs.  She was born April 15, 1865, at Milan. Her 

marriage to Charles Ridley was June 13, 1885, and they lived on a farm near Milan. He died 

Jan. 20, 1919. Two children, Mabel and Elmer Ridley, preceded her in death. She was 

married Jan. 14, 1925 to Conrad F. Tinsman at Milan and they lived in the home on Dexter 

Street.  He died March 4, 1950.  Source: Monroe Evening News, date “Oct. 13, 1952” 

written at top. 

Tinsman 

Mabel 

Mabel Tinsman was born May 3, 1879 in Raisinville.  Her father was Arthur Tinsman, 

occupation Teamster [truckdriver, comes from the word for a person who drives a “team” of 

horses], born in Ohio.  The mother was Alice Tinsman born in Michigan and residing in 

Raisinville.  Source: Mabel’s birth record, Monroe County, Book C. 

Tinsman 

Mary Jane 

After an illness of over four years, Mrs. Mary Jane Tinsman passed away at the home of her 

daughter, Mrs. Joseph Debau, at Philadelphia, Dec. 12 [1901]. The remains were taken to 

the home of [her son] John C. Tinsman at Rigglesville, Penn., and the interment took place 

at that city.  Her remains were laid at rest beside those of her husband. Mary J. Crouse was 

born and raised at Finesville, Penn., where she was united in marriage to John S. Tinsman, 

something like 60 years ago. Subsequently they moved to Michigan settling on a farm near 

the county house where they lived for something like ten years, when the removed to Spring 

Garden, Penn.  The deceased was 78 years old at the time of her death and is survived by 7 

children, Arthur S. of Dundee, S. P. of Monroe, C. S. [Conrad] of Milan, Mrs. Jacob Wilson 

of St. Louis, Mich., Charles B. of New York, Mrs. Joseph Debau of Philadelphia, and John 

C. of Rigglesville, Penn.  S. P. Tinsman of this city [Monroe] was in attendance at the 

funeral services as was Arthur of Dundee.  Source: Monroe Record, Jan. 2, 1902.   

Tinsman 

Mary Jane 

At the home of her daughter, Mrs. Joseph Debau at Philadelphia on Dec. 12, occurred the 

death of Mrs. Jane Tinsman after an illness of four years.  The body was brought to the 

residence of her son, John C. on Bridge St. on Friday and the funeral services were held 

from the Lutheran Church on Sunday Dec. 15.  Interment took place at Rigglesville, Pa.  

Mrs. Tinsman was formerly Miss Mary Jane Crouse and was born and reared at Finesville, 

[NJ?] where she resided some years after she was married.  Subsequently she and her 

husband came to Michigan and took up their residence west of Monroe, where they lived for 

ten years, afterward returning east to Spring Garden, Pa.  Not long afterward her husband 

John S. Tinsman was killed while walking on the New Jersey Central railroad near 

Bloomsbury.  Mrs. Tinsman was 78 years old at the time of her death.  Seven children 

survive her: Conrad S., Arthur D. and S. P. Tinsman all of this county [Monroe County 

Michigan]; Mrs. Jacob Wilson of St. Louis, Mich., Chas. B. of New York, Mrs. Joseph 

Debau (Debon?) of Philadelphia Pa. and John C. of Rigglesville, Pa.  Source: The Monroe 

Democrat, Jan. 1, 1902. 
Tinsman 

Perry 

Perry Tinsman died June 10, 1911 at the age of 57.  His wife’s name was Clara Gibson.  

[Perry was probably born in 1853. There is an obit on file in Monroe at historical museum.] 

Tinsman 

Ralph 

Ralph Tinsman died Dec. 20, 1894 according to Monroe death register, Book B, page 81.  

His age: 18 years, 2 months. Place of death: Kansas. Born in Michigan. Occupation: farmer. 

Father: A. D. Tinsman, mother Alice Tinsman, both of Raisinville.  [NOTE: Obituary says 

he died Dec. 8, 1894.  In my opinion, the obit is more reliable than the death register.] 

Tinsman, 

Ralph 

Ralph, the oldest son of Drain Commissioner A. D. Tinsman of Raisinville, died at Hepler, 

Kansas, on Saturday the 8th [that would be December 8, 1894]. He died of a hemorrhage of 

the bowels, aged 17 years.  His remains were buried there. Less than a year ago, Mrs. 

Tinsman died, making two within a short time for the family.   Source: Monroe newspaper 

clipping. 

Tinsman, 

Persis 

The name “Persis Tinsman” was associated with a tintype at Bently Historical Library.  Ron 

Morey believes that is Thomas Persel Tinsman, as spelled in the Census.  Thomas was born 



around 1804 in Pennsylvania and his wife Catherine was born around 1809 in NJ.  Thomas’ 

father was Peter Tinsman born around 1778 in NJ.  An auditorium full of historians stated 

that the photo was “Victorian” and had to be Conrad’s brother Seth. 

Tinsman, 

Seth 

Seth Percy Tinsman was born in Finesville, NJ Sept. 10, 1853 and died June  10, 1911. The 

funeral was conducted by Rev. W. E. Brown, and was held from the home on Tecumseh 

street Tuesday morning.  Burial was in Monroe.   If the tintype was a photo of him at age 30, 

the picture was taken around 1883. 

Tinsman, 

Seth 

Seth Purse Tinsman, 26, of East Raisinville, born in New Jersey, and occupation farmer, was 

married Jan. 7, 1880 in Raisinville.  The bride was Clara Emma Gibson, 18, of Raisinville, 

born in Michigan. W. Gung, minister, officiated. Witnesses: Ida E. Stoddard of D.O. and 

Mark W. Barnabee of Raisinville.  Source: Monroe County marriage records.  Where is DO? 

Tinsman 

Seth 

Seth Percy Tinsman was born in Finesville, NJ Sept. 10, 1853 and died June 10, 1911, 

having reached the age of 57 years and 9 months. His early life was lived in New Jersey, 

coming to Raisinville with his parents when he was 18 years old. [1870 or 71]  He married 

Miss Clara Gibson, Jan. 7, 1880 in Raisinville. With the exception of six years spent in 

Monroe and 3 years in Dundee, his life after moving to Michigan has been spent in 

Raisinville where he was occupied in farming. He is survived by his wife, daughter, four  

brothers, and a sister. One sister had preceded him in death. The funeral, conducted by Rev. 

W. E. Brown, was held from the home on Tecumseh street, Tuesday morning. Burial was in 

Monroe.  Source: Monroe Democrat june  15, 1911. 

Tinsman 

Sophia C. 

Sophia C. Tinsman was born Jan. 26, 1863 and died April 27, 1919. Buried in Marble Park.  

Her maiden name was Sophia or Sylvia Rath.  Her parents were of German origin.  She was 

the first wife of Conrad S. Tinsman. 

Tinsman 

Thomas 

Thomas Persis (or Persel) Tinsman was born around 1804 in Pennsylvania.  His son, John S. 

Tinsman, left New Jersey and moved to Michigan with his wife and kids for about 10 years.  

If he was photographed in 1860, when tintype was first available, he would have been 56.   

Tinsman, 

William 

Mrs. William (Sue) Tinsman, 37, of Torrance, CA, a former resident of Dundee, died Friday 

[Oct. 1, 1971] in Inglewood. The former Sue Edwards of Milan, she is survived by her 

husband, William Tinsman; her mother of Milan; her mother-in-law, Mrs. Jennie Tinsman 

who moved recently from Dundee to Inglewood; a son, Gregg William, daughter, Tracy 

Lynn, brother Douglas Edwards and a sister, both of Milan.  She was born April 8, 1934 in 

Ann Arbor. Her parents were Kennth H. and Hazel Edwards. She married William Tinsman 

on April 7, 1956. They were residents of Milan until 1959 when they moved to California. 

Her father died in 1968.  Source: Monroe newspaper obits 

 

TOLAN 
Tolan 

Caroline M. 

Caroline M. Tolan, wife of Henry Tolan, is buried in Spaulding Cemetery. She died Sept. 

15, 1852 at the age of 32.  See also “Marvin, Caroline” 

Tolan 

Henry 

Henry Tolan is buried in Spaulding Cemetery. He died May 2, 1855 at the age of 38.  He 

had a drug store at the corner of W. Main and Tolan Street.  Grew herbal remedies behind 

the drug store.  NOTE: town was once called “Tolanville.” 

Tolan 

Henry 

In the 1850 York Twp. census Henry Tolan, 33, was an Inn Keeper. Don't know if it was the 

Babcock Hotel but it makes sense. Wife Caroline 30, born NY. Children all born in Mich: 

Eliza Jane, 11; Wm. Tolan, 9; Myron H., 7; James, 5; Caroline, 2. Also in the home: Wm. 

Vorce, 18, laborer. 

Henry's neighbor was Dr. Burt Corles (not sure of spelling of last name) and several 

blacksmiths on the other side. Source: Ron Morey. Note: apparently Dr. Corles was a 

physician. 

Tolan 

Henry 

Henry Tolan built a potash factory, a drug store, and a hotel in Milan. Source: probably 

Warren Hale, who gave information to Rich Quackenbush of the Ann Arbor News. “History 

Hunt in Milan Leaves Many Questions” July 1, 1972, front of second section. 

Tolan 

Henry 

April 15, 1842.  Seller: Robert Allen and Eliza Jane, his wife, of Ypsilanti.  Buyer: Henry 

Tolan of York, Washtenaw County.  Price: $100.  All of the estate of John Marvin, 

deceased; part of the West half of the SE Q of Sec. 35 and the NE Q of Sec. 2, supposed to 

contain 28 acres, together with appurtenances.  Benjamin Fullett, Notary Public.  Witnessed 

by Jarvis E. Marvin.  L. W, p. 639. 

Tolan 

Henry 

Henry Tolan had a building 10 by 12, and a small herb garden behind it. Source: Way Back 

When by Warren Hale, Aug. 27, 1997. Note: this may have been first drug store in Milan. 



 

TOOMAN 
Tooman 

Andrew 

Milton 

Andrew Milton Tooman was b Dec. 14, 1853 in Van Buren County, Ohio. He died Jan. 26, 

1934 at the home of his son Leroy in Milan, MI.  In 1876 he married Harriet L. Oliver and 

they had 13 children, two dying in infancy.  In 1910 he moved from Liepsic, OH to Milan, 

MI where he lived until four years ago (1930) when he moved to Belmore, OH.  His wife 

died there March 10, 1932.  After that he lived with his children, as follows: Mrs. Gertrude 

Harmon of Upper Sandusky, OH; Mrs. Etta Critchett of Liepsic, OH; Mrs. Alice Swaninger 

of Belmore, OH; Mrs. Ethel Harris of Ypsilanti, MI; Mrs. Lena Heath of Milan, Mich; Guy 

of Continental, OH; Clarence of Belmore, OH; Harry of Azalia, MI; and Leroy, Lloyd and 

Chester of Milan, MI.  He is survived by a sister, Mrs. Melvina Radabaugh of Liepsic, OH 

and brother Charles Tooman of Toledo, OH. Andrew Tooman was a life member of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Wolverine Lodge No. 197, Milan, MI. Source: 

Genealogy friend Vol. 4 p. 47. See Find a grave 114700991. 

Kathryn Niga says her grandfather Andrew Milton Tooman had a house on Dennison Road 

when her father Harry came to Milan. He also had a house on Sanford Road where he was 

apparently renting from Charlie Sanford, who owned that farm. Harry moved after a few 

years, around the corner to a farm on Stony Creek Road. 

Tooman 

Bay Bodley 

Bay died March 5, 1996 age 94. Born April 15, 1901 in Illinois to Fred E. and Mary Atwood 

Fulkerson. Family moved to Milan in 1909. After graduation, Bay taught in rural school in 

Milan area. In 1921 she married Thurlow G. Bodley of Whittaker; had son, Dean G. Bodley, 

who died in 1993. Thurlow died in 1960.  She moved to Ann Arbor in 1966, and married 

Chester Tooman in 1975. He died in 1977.  Bay was a member of Milan Woman’s Club. 

Tooman 

Chester 

Chester H. Tooman, 75, died July 5, 1977 at John Knox Village. He was b Aug.1, 1901 in 

Leipsie, Ohio. Mr. Tooman was the son of Andrew and Harriett Tooman. He was a Milan 

resident since 1920, and moved to John Knox Village in May 1977. He married Letha E. 

Moyer, June 1, 1922 and she died in 1974. He then married Bay Bodley in 1975. Mr. 

Tooman was a member of Marble Methodist Church, a 50 year member of Milan Lodge 323 

(Masonic Temple) and a member of Order of Eastern Star. He was a retired salesman 

from the International Harvester Co. where he was employed for 26 years. 
Survivors: his wife Bay; three sons, Richard, Wayne, and L.J.; one daughter, Mrs. Harold 

(Charlene) Dettloff of Dundee; two sisters, Mrs. Ethel Harris of Ypsi, Mrs. Lena Heath of 

Milan, one brother Lloyd Tooman of Milan, 13 grandchildren, and one stepson, Dean 

Bodley of Ann Arbor. Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: genealogy friend, book 11, page 36 
Tooman 

Chester 
Chester Tooman and his wife were the proud parents of a baby boy Dec. 1, 1928 at St. Joe 

Hospital. The baby was named Richard Beryl. 
Tooman 

Chester 

Chester Henry Tooman was born Aug. 1, 1901. He married Letha Emogene Moyer on June 

1, 1921. (She was born Nov. 8, 1902.) She died Feb. 15, 1974. He then married Bay 

Fulkerson Bodley (born April 15, 1901). They married on Jan. 25, 1975. Chester died July 5, 

1977. His children were Charlene born 1926 (married name Dettloff); Richard born 1928 

(wife Eileen Edwards); Wayne born 1931 (wife Phyllis Bradley); Lester born 1938 (wife 

Nannette Louise Horton). 

Tooman 

Chester and 

Lloyd 

Wedding June 1, 1922, according to newspaper feature about 50 year anniversary. Article 

says Chester Tooman and Letha Moyer were married June 1, 1922. Chester is the son of Mr. 

and Mrs. A. M. Tooman. After the wedding she taught in country schools and he had a milk 

route. Later he and his brother Lloyd operated a gas station next to the hotel. Source: Milan 

Booster Leader May 24, 1972. Newspaper says that in 1925 Chester and his wife built a 

home next to his parents and lived there until 1940. Chester’s children: Charlene Dettloff of 

Dundee, Richard of Milan, Wayne of Port Huron, Lester J. of Allegan. Source: newspaper 

stored at Milan Public Library. 

Tooman 

Chester 

Mr. and Mrs. Willis Tooman of Ypsilanti were Saturday evening dinner guests of Mr. and 

Mrs. Chester Tooman.  Source: Milan Leader, June 5, 1941, “Local Happenings.” 

Tooman 

Chester 

Mrs. 

Mrs Chester Tooman (Letha), age 71, died Friday (Feb. 15 1974 handwritten) at the Saline 

Community Hospital. Born Nov. 8, 1902, she was daughter of Charles and Bessie Palmer 

Moyer. On June 1, 1922, she married Chester H. Tooman; they observed their golden anni-

versary in 1972. Mrs. Tooman was member of Marble Memorial United Methodist Church, 

past president of Milan Woman’s club, Chapter H. P.E.O. Sisterhood, Past Matron of the 

Milan Chapter 106 Order of Eastern Star. She had been a teacher in Milan Area Schools 



before she married. Survivors: her husband, one daughter etc. Marble Park Cemetery.  

Source: book 11, page 38 Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Tooman 

Edna 

Edna Tooman Hammond is in Find a Grave at 66734594. It says She was born February 28, 

1917 in Leipsic, OH to Harry and Catherine (White) Tooman.  Edna was born in Leipsic, 

Ohio and died December 9, 2004 . On May 24, 1936 She married Murle Falk on May 24, 

1936; he died Feb. 8, 1984. Then she married Glen Hammond in Milan on May 10, 1986 

and he died on October 11, 1991. 

Tooman 

Edna 

In May 1936, widding of Edna tooman, daughter of MM Harry Tooman, and Merle Falk, 

son of the late Louis Falk [and Viola Masten]. The bride wore a gown of blue sheer 

organdie. The bride is a graduate of Milan High School class of 1934. 

Tooman 

Eileen L. 

Eileen L. Tooman, 54, of Ann Arbor, formerly of Milan, died Jan. 29, 1984 at St. Joseph 

Hospital. Born Feb. 6, 1929, she was the daughter of Kenneth H. and Hazel R. Edwards of 

Milan. Mrs. Tooman was a member of Order of Eastern Star and the Peoples Presbyterian 

Church. She was former president of Milan Area Fire Dept. Auxiliary. She is survived by 

her mother, and two sons, Leslie of Milan and Wesley of  NY; two daughters, Mrs. Donald 

(Susan) Fugate and Mrs. Al (Sally) Flint, both of Milan, etc. She left three brothers, Donald 

of California, Douglas of Milan and Dennis (Buck) of Conn.  Source: Genealogists friend 

volume 11 page 35. 

Tooman 

Florence 

Florence Tooman, daughter of MM Harry Tooman, was married to Thurlow Kellogg in 

1936. The marriage took place Sat. Jan. 11 in Angola, IN. Thurlow is the son of MM 

Clarence Kellogg of Milan. He is employed by Milan Truck Line. 

Tooman 

Francis 

Francis Arden Tooman died Feb. 20, 1928.  He was an infant, born stillborn.  He father was 

LeRoy Tooman, born in Ohio. Mother was Mable Palmer, born in Milan.  Kenneth Noble, 

MD signed death certificate. 

Tooman 

Francis 

Francis Alden Tooman was born Feb. 20, 1928. Father: LeRoy Francis Tooman, 43, born in 

Putnam county, OH, occupation furnace mounter. Mother: Mabel Alma Palmer, 38, born in 

London township. This was their second child.  Birth record signed by Kenneth Noble, MD. 

Tooman 

Harry 

Milton Tooman [Andrew Milton Tooman] and his four sons came to Michigan from Ohio, 

also two daughters, they are all buried at Marble Park Cemetery. The daughters are Lina 

Heath, and Ethel (Mrs. Ralph Harris, lived in Ypsilanti). The four sons: Roy, Harry (my 

father), Lloyd, and Chester. My father Harry was a blacksmith in Ohio before he moved to 

Michigan.Milton’s grandson, also named Milton, was my brother; he was a police officer in 

Milan.  Source: Mrs. Niga. 
Tooman 

Harry 

Harry Tooman was born in Ohio Jan. 3, 1882, the son of Milton and Hattie Oliver Tooman. 

In the 1930 US census, he was living in Milan township, age 47, married at age 22. His 

occupation: blacksmith at a furnace factory. He was born in Ohio. His wife Catherine, 45, 

was born in Penn. His children in the home: Violet, 22; Milton P., 20, working in furnace 

factory; Florence, 17; Edna, 13; Harriet, 10; Katherine, 8; Erma, 6. All the children were 

born in Ohio. 

Tooman 

Harold 

Harold Tooman is pictured with his 10th grade class in 1925 Milan school annual. 

Tooman 

Irvin 

Irvin Tooman was pictured with his 7 grade class in 1925, Milan school annual. 

Tooman 

Irvin 

Irvin L. Tooman, 73, of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, died Jan. 23, 1984. Born Jan. 11, 1911 in 

Continental, he was the son of Leroy and Nelly (Colley) Tooman. On April 1, 1933, he 

married Nina Chadwick; she survives Mr. Tooman spent his early years in Milan and 

attended Milan Area Schools. Other survivors: two sons, Gene and Jack; daughter, Nancy 

Scott; and brother, Willis, of Ypsilanti. Source: Book 11, page 35 Genealogist Friend, Milan 

Public Library.   

Tooman 

James 

James M. Tooman of Stony Creek, near Milan, died in 1981 at age 38. Born Dec. 13, 1942 

in Milan, son of Milton and Martha Whitmer Tooman. James was married Aug. 29, 1969 to 

Constance Mitchell in Milan. James was employed by Finch & Sons trucking since 1965. 

Marble Park Cemetery. Obit, genealogist friend, vol. 8 p. 25 

Tooman 

Lena 

Lena Tooman was born May 4, 1899. Her parents were Andrew Milton Tooman and 

Harriette Tooman.  She was one of 13 children. She married Thurlow Bird Heath on Nov. 

15, 1917. (Thurlow was born Jan. 24, 1896 and died in 1988). Lena died in 1996. They had 

four children: A. Vivian born June 18, 1920 and married Harland W. Smith. B. Berneth born 

Sept. 12, 1927, married Arnold Wilson. She died Dec. 23, 1986. C. Miriam born Oct. 18, 

1924; married John E. Hayes. She died 1991. D. Thurlow Dale born April 24, 1934. Married 



Marjorie Tomecek. He died July 17, 1995.  Find a grave 67515835. See photo 3673 Tooman 

family. 

Tooman 

Leroy 

MILAN: Leroy F. Tooman, 76, of 227 County St., died Saturday [1961] at Bunker’s Rest 

Home here. Friends may call at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home with services at Marble 

Memorial Methodist Church, the Rev William M. Hughes officiating. Burial in Marble Park 

Cemetery. Born Dec. 25, 1884, at Leipsic, Ohio, he was the son of Andrew M. and Harriet 

Tooman. He married Nettie Jane Colley Sept. 7, 1905, at Leipsic and she died March 24, 

1916. He married Mable Palmer Knaggs Oct. 1, 1920 at Milan where they have lived since 

their marriage. Mr. Tooman was employed at the American Foundries Co. at Milan and 

retired in 1945. He was a member of Marble Memorial United Methodist Church of Milan. 

Surviving are his wife; three sons, Harold of Kremer, La, Irvin of Upper Sandusky, Ohio, 

and Willis of Ypsilanti; a step daughter Mr. Paul Angell of Oak Park, Ill; three brothers, 

Clarence of Leipsic, and Lloyd and Chester of Milan; four sisters, Mrs. Oliver Critchett of 

Leipsic, Mrs. Alice George of Belmore, OH, Mrs Ethel Harris of Ypsilanti and Mrs. Lena 

Heath of Milan; 27 grandchildren. Two daughters and a son are dead. Source: Book 11, page 

37, Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Tooman 

Lester 

Chester Tooman was born a twin. He was born August 1, 1901. Chester’s twin brother, 

Lester, died in September that year. Lester’s place of birial is unknown. Source: Kathryn 

Tooman Niga, member of family. 

Tooman 

Lloyd 

Lloyd Milton Tooman was born Feb. 11, 1897. He married Myrtle Leedy on March 9, 1918. 

Myrtle was born Oct. 18, 1896. Myrtle died; Lloyd died Dec. 27, 1977. They had one child: 

Evelyn L. born Jan.24, 1919. Evelyn married Harry W. Gillette. Harry was born Dec. 2, 

1917. They had two children: Judy born 1943 (Mrs. William Dennis) and Lloyd H. born Oct. 

20, 1947 (he married Karen Rockwell on June 20, 1970). Source: Tooman genealogy book. 

Tooman 

Lloyd 

Lloyd Tooman was in the Retail Electric Appliances business, and lived at 225 Dexter St., 

according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Tooman 

Lloyd 

Lloyd M. Tooman of 226 Dexter St., Milan, age 80, died Dec. 27, 1977 at Saline 

Community Hospital. He was born Feb. 11, 1897 in Leipsic, Ohio, son of Andrew and 

Harriet Oliver Tooman. He married Myrtle Leedy on March 9, 1918 in Azalia; she survives. 

He was a businessman. He belonged to Marble Memorial United Methodist Church and 

Milan Senior Citizens. He was a former Rotarian and a former Milan Village councilman. 

Survivors: his wife; daughter Mrs .Harry (Evelyn) Gillette of Ypsilanti; two sisters, Mrs. 

Ethel Harris of Ypsilanti, Mrs. Thurlow (Lena) Heath of Milan. He was preceded in death by 

5 brothers and 3 sisters.  Rev. Claire Tosch officiated at funeral, burial in Marble Park 

cemetery. Obit from Ann Arbor News. Source: Book 11, page 37, Genealogist Friend, Milan 

Public Library. 
Tooman 

Mabel 

Mrs. Mabel Alma Knaggs Tooman, formerly of Milan, age 78, died Sept. 16, at the home of 

her daughter, Mrs. Gwendolyn Angell in River Forest, IL. Born March 4, 1889 in London 

Township, daughter of Charles and Sarah Palmer. She married Thurlow James Knaggs who 

died in 1918. In Oct. 1920 she married Leroy Tooman. He died June 1961. Her funeral will 

take place at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, the Rev. George Z. Woomer officiating. 

Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Ann Arbor News. Source: Book 11 page 37 Genealogist 

Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Tooman 

Martha J. 

Martha J. Tooman, 77, died Aug. 10, 1992 at her residence. She was b March 2, 1915 in 

Toledo, Ohio, daughter of Carl and Mabel Moore Whitmer. On May 23, 1936, she married 

Milton “Si” Tooman and he preceded her in death Feb. 2, 1964. Survivors: one daughter, 

Beverly (Terry) Longley of Alger; 5 Gchildren. She was preceded in death by one son, 

James. Ochalek Stark Funeral Home. Genealogy Friend, Book 11 page 38. 

Tooman 

Milton 

Milton Tooman was paid $50 for the year, in 1949, for his services to the Village of Milan 

(probably Marshal). Source: page 68, Arleigh Squires, Ancient Modern Milan. 

Tooman 

Milton 

Milton P. Tooman of 10311 Crowe Rd. in Milan Township died Feb. 2, 1964. He was a 

patrolman for the police department.  He went by the nickname “Si.” Father: Harry Tooman. 

Mother: Catherine White. Wife: Martha Whitmer Tooman.  Patrolman Milton “Si” Tooman 

was serving on the Milan police force when he collapsed and died. He died while making 

two arrests.  Marble Park Cemetery. 

Tooman 

Milton 

Milton P. Tooman, known as “Si” Tooman, died in 1964. Funeral at Stevens and Bush 

funeral home, Rev. Blake Hunt of Milan Baptist Church officiating. Burial at Marble Park 

cemetery. Officer Tooman collapsed and died Sunday afternoon while making two arrests. 

His home was at 110311 Crowe Rd, Milan. Active bearers were Norman Weyher, Robert 



Johnston, Harold Allison, Ralph Myers, David Watson, and Ralph Cain. Honorary bearers 

included members of Mich. State Police Post, Washtenaw County Sheriff George Peters, 

Milan Police Chief Myrlan Goodridge, and Deputy Wiliam Taylor, Sgt. Otra Lynch, Deputy 

Bueford Campbell and Deputy Richard Haynes of Monroe County Sheriff. Source: book 11 

page 38 Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. See “Martha Tooman” 

Tooman 

Milton P. 

Milton Pressley Tooman was born Jan. 4, 1910, son of Harry Elverton Tooman and 

Catherine Victoria White.  He was the third child of ten children. Milton was married to 

Martha Whitmer; she was born March 2, 1915.  Milton and Martha had two children, James 

Milton Tooman (born Dec. 13, 1942) and Beverly Jane Tooman (born Jan. 12, 1946). 

Tooman 

Milton 

Milton “Sy” Tooman died Feb. 2, 1964.  This happened while Myrlan “Tom” Goodridge 

was police chief. Tooman was in the middle of making an arrest when he collapsed and died. 

Tooman 

Milton 

Milton S. Tooman 1910-1964. Marble Park Cemetery grave stone. Next stone says “Martha 

J. Tooman 1915-1992” and indicates she is wife of Milton.  Next stone says James M. 

Tooman 1942-1981, (James is their son.) Note: “Si” was Milton’s nickname. His middle 

initial was “P.” 

Tooman 

Richard 

Richard Beryl Tooman was born Dec. 1, 1928 at St. Joe Hospital. Source: Milan Leader 

announcement in Genealogist Friend, Vol. 5 page 42. 

Tooman 

Richard 

Richard B. Tooman, 56, died June 15, 1985, at his residence after a long illness. He was 

born Dec. 1, 1928 in Ann Arbor, a son of Chester and Letha E. (Moyer) Tooman. On Sept. 

28, 1984, in Tenn., he married Betty Hosler and she survives. Mr. Tooman had worked for 

the Ypsilanti Regional Psychiatric Hospital for over 36 years and retired June 1, 1984. He 

was a Milan volunteer fireman for 11 years, retiring in 1972, and was a member of Milan 

Moose Lodge #335 and Milan Masonic Lodge #323. Survivors besides his wife: two 

daughters, Mrs. Al (Sally) Flint and Mrs. Don (Susan) Fugate both of Milan. Other survivors 

include two sons, Leslie of Milan and Wesley and daughter-in-law Jackie of New York; one 

sister, Mrs. Charlene Dettloff of Dundee; two brothers, Wayne of Port Huron, MI and Lester 

J. of Allegan, MI. He was preceded in death by his former wife, Eileen. Cremation has taken 

place. Funeral home: Robison-Bahnmiller, Saline. See Genealogist Friend, Vol. 8, page 136, 

Milan Public Library.  Find a grave: 132317251. 
Tooman 

Willis 

Willis Tooman was pictured with his 7 grade class in 1925, Milan school annual. 

Torrey 

Charles 

Charles H. Torrey died [About July 13, 1936] at St. Joseph Hospital [in Ann Arbor] Monday 

morning. He was 67. He farmed for many years in Augusta Twp then worked at Sanford 

Hardware in Milan. He was born June 7, 1869 in Augusta Twp. Parents were Whitman L. 

and Sabrina L. Smith Torrey. His wife, Maude S. Hardy Torrey, survives. He had 4 sons: 

Floyd, Harold, Lee, Owen. Buried in London Cemetery. 

Torrey 

Sabrina 

Sabrina L. Smith, daughter of Hiram S. and Amy B. Smith, was born June 23, 1843, in 

London Township, Monroe County, and departed this life May 23, 1921, in Milan, age 77 

years, 11 months. She married Whitman L. Torrey, who survives her, Aug. 18, 1868, of 

Augusta Township, Mich., where they resided until 11 years ago, when they came to Milan 

to spend their declining years. Three children: Charles H., who survives her, and Mary V. 

and Lee C., who have preceded her to that home beyond. She was one of a family of seven 

children, all having passed away except one sister, Mrs. Eliza J. Merritt of Dundee. During 

her last illness she was a patient sufferer, trusting her Heavenly Father, to whom she 

dedicated her life in early childhood. She has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church since her conversion in early life. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 2 page 1. 

Towner 

Bob 

Bob Towner was once the proprietor of the Mooreville General Store. Source: Elaine 

Cousino, who remembers him when she was a little girl. He was very generous and kind. 

Towner 

Robert 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Towner, popular owners of Towner's Store in Mooreville for the past 

22 years, announced yesterday that they had sold their building and business to Mr. and Mrs. 

Harold [and Flossie] Brown of Plymouth.  A farewell party in their honor is planned at the 

Mooreville Hall Friday evening at 7:30 p.m.  Source: Linda Squires, news clipping 

collection 
Towner 

Robert 

Robert Milton Towner b 1909 in Hazlett, Mich. Died April 4, 2001 in Williamston, Mich. 

Married #1 Marian. They ran the Towner Store in Mooreville together. She died in 1940, 

they had no children. Then he married #2 Leona Mae "Dee" Clark of Milan, Mich. They had 

no children. They married Feb. 20, 1945. They drove to Angola, Indiana on a Monday 

(when the store was closed) and were married by the pastor of a Methodist Church there. 

They drove back to Mooreville that same day so they would not miss opening the store 



Tuesday morning. Dee was b Sept 19, 1922 at her grandparents Saffell's home on Wilcox St. 

in Milan. She died June 26, 2012 in East Lansing. They had no children. Dee was the 

daughter of Charles "Lutie" and Lucreatia (Saffell) Clark of Milan. Dee was the sister of 

Margaret Rachel (Clark) Squires. Source: Linda Squires 
Towner 

Robert 

Bob Towner helped Dick Ferrington, Gertie’s youngest son, helped him through medical 

school. Dr. Ferrington worked with Dr. Hartman for a while in Milan, then went out of state. 

Source: conversation with Louella Obsharski in Oct. 2013. 

Towner 

Robert 

Eugene Towner, and his brother Robert, built the brick store which is now standing next to 

the old store (on southwest corner). Eugene owned it and Bob worked for him. Eugene 

bought it from Marshall Davenport. Source: Louella Obsharski. 
Townsend 

Edith 

Edith E. Townsend b. Sept. 10, 1870. Her father: George W. Townsend, b. Ohio, works as 

mason.  Mother: Ada Townsend, b. Oio.  Source: Washatenaw birth records, vol. 1, p. 176. 

Townsend 

Hezekiah 

Hezekiah Townsend, 46, worked as a blacksmith. In 1880, he told the census taker in 

London twp that he was b. in NY.  Wife Caroline 43 b. MI, her parents b. Conn. Son Chester 

age 19, b. MI. Daughter Ada, 14, son Eddie, 12, son Walter, 9, and son Newton, 6 all b. MI. 

Townsend 

Jenny 

Jenny Townsend was b. Aug. 9, 1869 in York twp. Her father George W. Townsend was b. 

Ohio, occupation Mason. Mother Adda was b. Ohio. Source: Washtenaw birth records 

Vol.1. p. 120 or 121. 

Townsend 

Orrin R. 

Orrin Russell Townsend (deceased) was born in Carmel tp., Putnam Co., N. Y., Nov. 14, 

1818. His parents were James and Sarah (Russell) Townsend.  When Orrin was 2, his 

mother died. He lived with his uncle, Stephen Russell, four years, and then with a Mr. 

Morgan until he turned 21.  He learned the wagon-maker's trade, but never followed it as a 

business. When 18, he went to Western NY and worked with his brother as a carpenter, then 

at milling for 14 years. He was married to Nancy J. Le Mill of Richmond, NY, a daughter of 

Isaac and Lanah DeMill. They had 2 children: Elizabeth, born April 6, 1846, and died April 

3, 1847; and Delos A., born Sept. 11, 1851. Orrin Townsend came to Michigan in 1843, 

locating in Lima tp., where his wife died on Oct. 5, 1855.  He remarried April 14, 1856.  His 

second wife was Phoebe E. De Mill, who was born April 14, 1830. They had 3 children: 

Gilmer P., born Aug. 6, 1857; Hugh S., born May 5, 1861; and Charles O., born Jan. 16, 

1863. In 1863 Mr. Townsend sold his farm in Lima tp., and purchased one in York, where 

he lived until his death, which occurred April 6, 1872. Mr. Townsend once served as Justice 

of the Peace.  Source: History Washt. County 1881, Chapman. 
Treblecock 

Robert 

Robert Treblecock, 51, farmer, b. England, saw the census taker in London twp in 1880. 

Wife Eliza, 45, b. MI.  Robert’s brother lived in the home, Thomas, 42, a farm laborer, b. 

England, along with Robert’s niece, May, 10, b. MI. Robert’s daughter, Lizzie, 6, b. MI. 

Robert’s niece, Libbie, 13, b. MI, her father b. England and her mother b. Ireland. 

Trebilcox 

Harriet 

Harriet Trebilcox, 214 County, Milan, age 85, died Nov. 23, 1979 at Saline Community 

Hospital. She was born May 9, 1894 in Monroe County. She was the daughter of Charles 

and Emeline (Royal) VanWormer. She married Milton Losee April 9, 1925. He died Dec. 

15, 1958. She then married George Trebilcox Aug. 15, 1962. He died April 30, 1964. She 

was a member of Marble MemorialUnited Methodist Church; Milan Senior Citizens and the 

MOMS Club. Survivors: one son Dale Losee of Milan, daughter Mrs. Maynard (Janice) 

Schmidt of Dundee; three step children; two sisters, Mrs. Beatrice Forsythe and Mrs. Hazel 

Peters both of Milan. Funeral at the Stevens Funeral Home with Rev. Clare M. Tosch 

officiating; burial at Marble Park cemetery. Source: Book 11, page 37 Genealogist Friend at 

Milan Public Library. 

Trebilcox 

Ivah 

Mrs. Ivah Jane Trebilcox, 63, of 214 County St., here, died late Monday afternoon [1960] at 

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, where she had been a patient for two weeks. She was 

born Aug. 8, 1896, in Milan, daughter of George and Clara Redman Mangus. She married 

George Trebilcox Dec. 27, 1916, in Milan, where the couple lived all its married life. Mrs. 

Trebilcox was a member of the Milan Marble Memorial Methodist Church. She was also a 

past matron of Milan Chapter No. 106 of the Order of the Eastern Star. Surviving besides 

her husband are two sons, Jack C. of Whitmore Lake and Hal C. of Ypsilanti; a daughter, 

Mrs. Ray (Necia) Royal of Milan; and four grand children. Funeral at Stevens and Bush 

Funeral Home with Rev. William M.Hughes of the Milan Marble Memorial Methodist 

Church officiating. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Book 11, page 37, Genealogist 

Friend at Milan Public Library. 

Trebilcox 

George 

George C. Trebilcox, 69, of 214 County St., died today [1964] at St. Joseph Mercy Hospial 

after an illness of four months. He was born Sept. 29, 1894, in Milan, son of Thomas and 



Anna Trebilcox. He married Ivah Jane Mangus in Milan Dec. 27, 1916, and she died Jan. 25, 

1960. He married Harriet Losee inWhitmore Lake onAug. 18, 1962, and she survives. He 

worked as a molder with Ideal Furnace Co. prior to becoming associated with Moore and 

MintoClothing Store in 1940. He became a partner in 1943, purchased the business in 1952 

and retired in 1960. He was a life member of MilanLodge No. 323,F&AM, and the Order of 

the Eastern Star No. 106 of Milan. Surviving are his wife; two sons, Jack C. of Whitmore 

Lake and Hal C. of Ypsilanti; a daughter, Mrs.Raymond (Necia) Royal of Milan; a 

stepdaughter, Mrs. Maynard (Janice) Smith of Dundee; a stepson, M. Dale Losee of Milan 

etc. Funeral at Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, Rev. Roger W. Merrill officiating. Burial 

Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Book 11, page 36 Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Tremp 

Gorman 

G. Gorman Tremp, Jr., 59, died July 12, 1987 at home. He was born Oct. 18, 1927, in 

Lansing, MI, son of George G. and Lenora (Kinsey) Tremp. He married Joan Furthmueller 

Feb. 26, 1977, in Marshall. They moved to Milan in 1983. Mr. Tremp served in the Army 

during WW II. He worked at Ypsilanti Regional Psychiatric Hospital, was a member of 

Loyal Order of the Moose #335 of Milan, was a lifetime member of National Rifle Assoc. 

Survivors are his wife; his parents of Marshall; two daughters, Julie Schneider of Brighton 

and Mrs. Raymond (Janine) Battistone of Monroe; two sons, Dale Schneider of Wisconsin 

and Eric Schneider of Ann Arbor; one brother, Duane (Joyce) Tremp of Grand Ledge; one 

sister, Mrs. Glen (Wanda) Waldelich, of Marshall, etc. Funeral at Stevens Funeral Home, 

Pastor Scott Tremp (his nephew) officiating. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. 
Trim  

Elmer 

“Capt.” 

Captain Elmer Trim was in the business of shipping ore in the great lakes. He worked for the 

Interlake Steamship Company most of his adult life. He was a captain for 15 of those years. 

Source: his grandson Richard Trim. Captain Elmer Trim is buried in Marble Park Cemetery. 

His son, also Elmer Trim, operated a taxi service in Milan for many years. 

Trim  

Elmer 

 

Born Sept. 

17, 1867 

 

Died 

Sunday 

morning 

Sept. 30 

Elmer Trim, son of Peter and Celia Trim, was b in Madison, IN Sept. 17, 1867. He came to 

Michigan with his parents at age 4 and settled in Saline township. He was educated in the 

schools of St. Clair and Ypsilanti. June 11, 1900 he married Estella Forbes. They had 5 

children, a daughter, Mrs. Walter Lawson, of Ajo, AZ; and four sons, Paul of Detroit, Elmer, 

Ethan, and Wilson, of Milan. At age 18 he chose sailing as his life work and followed it 

continuously for 40 years. He was promoted to Captain in 1910. For the past 12 years he was 

Master of the Steamer D. O. Mills, one of the largest freighters of the Interlake Steamship 

Co. On account of failing health Captain Trim retired August 1925, since which time he has 

been a resident of Milan. He was a member of Milan Masonic Lodge No. 323; Milan Lodge 

No. 188 Knights of Pythias; and Benevolent Protector of Elk No. 325 of Ann Arbor. Captain 

Trim died Sunday morning, Sept. 30, having been confined to his bed since July 21. Besides 

his wife and children, he is survived by one sister and three half brothers. Source: Vol. 5, 

page 42 Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. [Note: obituary provides a long list of 

those who attended the funeral from out of town, many of them from the steamship 

company. Among those listed : MM Geo. Millage of Ypsilanti; Mr. Clyde Forbes of 

Saginaw; Mr. M. D. Forbes, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Forbes, of Flint; Mrs. Eber Reeves, Mrs. 

Sophia Reeves of Detroit; Miss Julia Gordon, Mr. Orange Gordon, Mrs. Walter Gordon, 

Mrs. Austin Robinson, Mrs. Lena Gordon, of Saline.] 

Trim Elmer Gravestone at Marble Park Cemetery says Capt. Elmer Trim lived from 1867-1928.  See 

Find a Grave 81139880.      

Trim Elmer Memorial services for Elmer Trim, 75, of Lafayette Street [Milan], died Sunday evening in 

Saline Community Hospital, will be held Aug. 8, in Peoples Presbyterian Church. Rev. Vern 

Campbell will officiate. Memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer 

Society. Born March 15, 1906, he was the son of Captain Elmer and Mrs. Estella (Forbes) 

Trim. On July 2, 1927, he married Irene Loveland in Milan. She survives. He said the Great 

Lakes for four years before becoming the district manager of Cook Coffee Co. In 1950, he 

purchased and operated the Milan Cab Co. until he retired in 1971. He then worked part time 

as a guard for Sanford Security until his illness. He was a member of Peoples Presbyterian 

Church and the Masonic Lodge No. 323 of Milan. Survivers besides his wife include two 

sons, Richard E. of Ann Arbor and Roger L. of Warren; two brothers, Ethan of Kansas and 

Wilson of Livonia; and a sister, Mrs. Alice Lawson of Arizona. Source: Milan Leader 

obituary in Genealogist Friend, Book 11, page 34, Milan Public Library. Find a grave 

81140213. 

Trim  

Elmer “Jr.” 

Elmer Trim was born March 15. 1906. He operated a taxi service in Milan from 1948-1971. 

He was a 1923 Milan High graduate.  As a young adult, he was the branch manager for the 



 

Born 1906 

 

Died 1981 

Cook Coffee Company in South Bend, IN from 1937 to 1947. He delivered products to 

customers. Then he returned to Milan and worked for his brother, Ethan, who had the Dray 

Line moving company in Milan. Their uncle, Max Forbes, started that business. Elmer drove 

moving trucks all over the country.  Then Elmer established a cab company in Milan, with 

his office in a little door on the east side of Wabash close to Main St.  He usually charged 

about 45 cents for a ride in town. People arriving in Milan at the bus station would rely on 

Trim’s cab service to visit relatives at the prison. Famous prisoners included mobsters 

Costello and Albert Anastasia. Elmer had Tommy Schmenck as a driver, and his son Roger 

also drove sometimes. The cab service was available 24-hours a day, 7 days a week. Elmer 

also had a railway express agency, delivering packages that came in by rail. Elmer died 

August 2, 1981. Elmer’s son Roger became an attorney practicing law in Macomb County, 

Michigan, and supplied this info about his father, Elmer.  See also Find a Grave 81140213. 

Trimm 

Harry 

Harry Trimm lived in Milan.  He moved to Milan in 1936.  He was born in Colorado in 

1907. He died in 1997 at Evangelical Home.  His wife was Ruth Warner, she was born in 

Lansing in 1910. She died in 1985. Source: their daughter, Ruth Ann Wanty.  Note: Ruth 

Ann’s brother is Mark Trimm, an outspoken Facebook contributor. 

Trimm 

Wilson 

Wilson F. Trimm, 73, Livonia, formerly of Milan, died Aug. 4, 1986 at his residence in 

Livonia. He was born March 10, 1913 in Milan, the son of Capt. Elmer and Estella (Forbes) 

Trimm. He served in the Army during WW II and retired from the Burroughs Corp. as a 

clerical executive in 1976 following 40 years of service. Mr. Trimm was a member of Ward 

Presbyterian Church of Livonia and enjoyed fishing. Survivors include a sister, Mrs. Alice 

Lawson of Tucson, AZ, Phillip Lawson of Casper, Wyoming and Peter Trimm of KS. 

Funeral held at Stevens Funeral Home with Rev. Robert Eidson of St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, Royal Oak (cousin of the deceased) officiating. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery.  

[Note: see also Find a grave 81140138] 

Tripp 

Alvann 

Alvann Tripp, 40, b in VT, is a physician according to the 1850 census of York Township. 

Lydia, 27, b NY. Virgil, 9, b Mich. Francis, a little girl, age 5, b Mich. 

Tripp 

Richard E 

TRIPP – Jan. 5, at his residence, 996 Trumbull ave. Richard E., aged 75 years, beloved 

husband of Mary Anne Tripp and loving father of Mrs. A. W. Ford, Mrs. E. W. Blackman, 

Mrs. J. J. Claus and P. E. Tripp. Funeral Wednesday at 2 p. m. from residence. Interment at 

Evergreen.  Source, crude scrapbook, page 10 

Troop See “Throop.” 

Trussel “Trussell, Alice M. teacher.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Trussell 

Frank 

Frank Trussell, Attoreney and Councelor at Law, and Notary Public. Collections promptly 

made. Office in Blackmer Block over Thompson & Co.s Clothing House, Milan, MI.  Milan 

Leader, Jan. 4, 1889 

Tsai Dr. Clarence K. Tsai MD has joined Ching S. Wang MD at his medical practice at 55 W. 

Main. Tsai is 1971 graduate of National Taiwan Univ. School of Medicine. In Oct. they 

expect to move into a new clinic under construction located behind the present office. Dr. 

Wang practiced medicine in the Milan area since 1978, when he took over the office of J. S. 

DeTar, who retired. Source: Milan Booster Leader Oct. 3, 1979. 

Tschirhart 

John 

John Tschirhart served as village council member in 1956.  From 1962-1965, he served as 

Milan Village President. His occupation: Edison substation. Source: Don Blake. 

Tschirhart 

John 

John Jacob Tschirhart died Sept. 24, 2004. He was a long standing member of the American 

Legion. His parents were V. John and Louise Tschirhart of Milan. He served in Army Air 

Corps in WW II. 

Tucker 

Olen 

Olen Alfred Tucker is in Azalia cemetery. He was a WW II veteran. B 3-12-1915. D 9-10-

1964. Gravestone says Mich. MOMM 2 U.S. NR WW II. 

Tuckey 

Maurice A. 

Maurice A. Tuckey operated a grocery store at 32 E. Main Street for 12 years starting in 

1946. It was previously an A&P store. Tuckey was elected to the Milan Village Council. He 

was a veteran of WW II. He and his family lived on E. Michigan Ave. See photo [#3075]. 

Turnbull 

James 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County lists James Turnbull in the Milan Township directory. 

“Carpenter, Joiner and Builder, East Milan Village.” At that time Azalia was referred to as 

East Milan. 

Turner 

Joseph 

Joseph Turner was b in Indiana, Sept. 27, 1827. He left home to sell horses in Chicago when 

he was 20.  Then he worked as a driver on a canal boat in Terre Haute, Ind.  He married 

Elizabeth Brown of Indianapolis on Oct. 18, 1854.  He enlisted in 1864 in Co. H, 28th Ind. 

Inf.; was mustered out in 1865. (Civil War) Then he lived in Tecumseh for 17 years. In 1883 

he came to Milan, where he is engaged in the Globe Stave Works. To Mr. and Mrs. Turner 



eight children were born, six of whom are living. Address, Milan, Michigan.  Source: 

Monroe History 1890, vol 2, Page 40. 

Tuttle 

Constant 

Constant Loyal Tuttle has his name on the 1874 Washtenaw County atlas for Augusta 

Township. The map says he owned 40 acres along the east edge of Section 36. Tuttle Hill 

Road is named after him (north-south road) according to Peter Diehl of Ypsilanti Twp., who 

grew up in northern Augusta Township and studies local history. 

Tuttle 

Daniel 

Daniel Tuttle purchased the SE quarter of the SW quarter of Section 1 in Webster Township, 

according to History Washtenaw 1881. Purchased directly from the government. 

Tuttle 

Egbert 

Egbert A. Tuttle was b. Nov. 8, 1868 in York twp. His father was Apaelta (?) Tuttle, a 

mechanic b. in NY. His mother, Mary Tuttle, was b. NY. Source: Washtenaw Birth Records, 

Vol. 1. p. 49. 

Tuttle 

Emma 
Emma Tuttle died on Nov. 15, 1867, at the age of 1 year 11 months due to cholera infantum. 

She lived in Bedford. Her father was William M. Tuttle, mother was Urania A.Tuttle. 

Source: H. M. 
Tuttle 

W. M. D. 

The name “W. M. D. Tuttle” appears on a gravestone at Childs Cemetery on Tuttle Hill 

Road.  He lived from 1822-1901. 

Tuttle 

William 

William D. Tuttle was born June 30, 1823. He married Permelia P. Horton on Feb. 6, 1850. 

She was born at Campbell, NY, Dec. 9, 1829.   In 1855 they came to Superior, MI and in 

1878 they kept a hotel at Midland City. They remained there 1 year, then came to London 

township and bought 77 acres. They have 3 adopted children, 2 boys and 1 girl. Source: 

History of Monroe County by Talcott Wing, page 34. 

 

“U” and “V” 
 
Underwood J. K. Underwood was an attorney in Milan in 1933.  His address at that time was 21 W. 

Main Street. 

Underwood J. K. Underwood was Vice President of Milan Rotary when it was established in 1935. Note: 

his first name was “Joe.” 

Underwood 

Olin K. 

From obit at Milan Library. Olin K. Underwood, 71, died Sunday of a heart attack. 

(Handwritten note says June 3, 1951. Apparently he was born about 1880.) He lived in 

Detroit and owned a farm near Fowlerville. He was formerly a Milan resident and was 

village attorney. Survived by son Joel, his law partner, and Ivan of Corpus Christie, TX. 

Vail Rev. Rev. E. H. Vail, Presbyterian clergy.  Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Vandecar 

Lydia 

Mrs. Lydia Vandecar was born Jan. 25, 1844 in Monroe County. She married Jerome Briggs 

in 1863. They had four children, Edgar, Hattie, Matie, and Alfred. She thenr married 

Annanias Vandecar, Nov. 19, 1899. They had two children, Pearl and Roy. Pearl died in 

infancy. Had Mrs. Vandecar lived until Jan. 25, 1935, she would have been 91 years old. 

Rev. E. Stringer officiated a the home of Mr. A. Briggs. Handwritten date: Oct. 1934. 

Van Gieson 

Leo 

Leo Van Gieson was b. Feb. 20, 1871 in York twp. Actually he was b. in Illinois but his 

parents lived in York twp and that’s where his birth certificate was issued. His father was 

Thomas M. Van Geison, farmer. Mother Mary Van Gieson, both parents b. Mich. Source: 

Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 223. 

Van Gieson 

Albert 

Albert Van Gieson, 41, of York Township, is a “Physician and Surgeon” in1880 York 

Township census. His wife, Amelia, is 36. His father also lives in home, his occupation is 

Farmer. His age 73, his first name “Cosulive” 

Van den 

berg 

Dr. Wm. Vandenberg advertised as an optometrist in the May 13, 1954 Milan Leader. His 

address: 246 county St. [Doctor] 

VanOrman 

G.C. 

G. C. VanOrman served as President of the Village of Milan 1948-1951. 

Van Valken 

burgh 

Myrtle Van Valkenburgh was b. Aug. 26, 1867 in York twp. Her father was W. Van 

Valkenburgh, b. Mich, farmer. Her mother: Lucinda, b. Mich.  Source: Washtenaw birth 

records, Vol. 1. 

Van Winkle 

Richard 

Richard Van Winkle, known as “Dick,” was in the Florist business, and lived at 409 Hurd 

St., according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Van Winkle The Van Winkle greenhouse was located at Dexter and Hurd. Source: Facebook comment. 

Van 

Wormer 

Addie VanWormer, daughter of Laurence and Harriet VanWormer, was born August 5, 

1864 in Milan, Michigan on the old homestead east of town, and departed this life in Toledo 



Addie May 18, 1933 at the home of her nephew and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Harold VanWormer.  She 

graduated from Milan High School in 1885 after which she taught school for a number of 

years.  She was united in marriage to Elon D. Gauntlett and for several years they resided in 

Milan where they conducted the Gauntlett Dry Goods store.  She was a member of Toledo 

Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star.  She leaves to mourn her loss, three sisters and three 

brothers, Charles VanWormer and Alf. Van Wormer of Milan, Fred VanWormer of 

Belgrade, Nebraska, Mrs. Nellie VanWormer of Alpena, Mich., Mrs. Carrie Easterly of 

Detroit and Mrs. Earl Sweet of Anacortes, Washington.   The funeral services were held at 

the Methodist church Saturday afternoon, May 20th at 2 o’clock with Rev. E. C. Stringer 

officiating.  Interment at Marble Park cemetery. 
Van 

Wormer 

Alpheus 

Alpheus VanWormer was b. Dec. 1857 in Mich. He was 42 when the 1900 census came 

around. He’d been married 17 years. Father b. NY, mother b. Mich. Occupation: Farmer. 

Owns his own home free and clear, no mortgage, including a farm. Lives with wife Cora, 

children Mabel, Arza, Guy, Fay. Also a boarder living there, Elmer Beverly.  See separate 

listings. 

Van 

Wormer  A 

Arza VanWormer was b. Oct. 1886. He was 13 when the 1900 census was taken. He lived in 

Village of Milan with his parents, Alpheus and Cora Van Wormer, and his 3 siblings, plus a 

boarder. 

Van 

Wormer 

Baxter 

In the 1880 York twp census, Baxter Vanwormer is 29, born about 1851 in Michigan. Both 

his parents were b. in NY. His occupation: farmer. He was married to Elizabeth 

VanWormer, 31. Son Willie, 7, and Eddy, 5. 

Van 

Wormer 

Baxter 

In the 1920 census, Baxter VanWormer was 70. Daughter Ida was 38. Son Fred, 32. Baxter 

is head of the household.  Next door is Edward VanWormer and his wife Maud. 

Van 

Wormer 

Charles 

Charles VanWormer was b. Aug. 1854, he was 45 when the census taker arrived in Milan 

Township 1900. He had been married 21 years and was a farmer. His wife Lina was b. Feb. 

1860, was 40 years old, and both her parents were b. in England. Son Lee b. May 1879 age 

21 worked as “farm labor.”  Bessie b. June 1882 age 17. Beatrice b. June 1885, age 14. 

Hazel b. June 1891, age 9.  Hattie b. May 1884, age 6. 

Van 

Wormer 

Cora 

Cora Vanwormer was b. Feb. 1866 in Mich. She was the wife of Alpheus VanWormer. She 

was 34, married 17 years, in 1900 when census was taken. She had 4 children in her life, all 

4 still living.  Parents both b. NY.  Lives in Village of Milan with husband and 4 kids plus 

boarder, Elmer Beverly. 

Van 

Wormer 

Edward 

On Nov. 29, 1899, Eddie Van Wormer, 24, of Milan, a farmer, was married to Maud 

Loveland, 24, of Milan, bornin Minnesota. His father’s name “Baxter” and mother “Kelsey.” 

Her father John; mother Fuller. Source: Washtenaw marriage records. 

Van 

Wormer 

Edward 

In the 1920 census, Edward VanWormer, 43, was in York township with his wife Maud, 44. 

Edward’s brother-in-law Gar Loveland, 29, also lived in the home, and Eward’s niece Imo 

G. Vanwormer. 

Van 

Wormer 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Kelsey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Kelsey, b Oct. 2, 1847 on a farm near the 

Judd school house, town of York, Washtenaw County. She married Baxter VanWormer Dec. 

12, 1871 and ever afterward made her home in Milan. During those 43 years she has 

witnessed many changes in this community. She had five children, Wiliam, who died in 

1881, Edward, Ida and Fred, of Milan, and Asa, of York twp.  She gave herself exclusively 

to her home and her family, voluntarily denying herself the larger social intercourse that 

most women enjoy. She had been in failing health for three or four years. For the past six 

months has been confined to her bed much of the time.  The end of her suffering came 

Saturday evening, May 30, 1914. She leaves her daughter, husband, three sons, a grand son, 

her aged mother [probably Maria Warner], one sister, Mrs. H. Evans, one half-sister, Mrs. 

Mary Warner, etc. Rev. Geo. Woolcock of Baptist church officiated.  Rebecca Lodge 

conducted burial service at Marble Park cemetery. [Note: “half sister Mary Warner” is 

probably Mary Eliza Kelsey, who married Mr. Jesse Warner April 12, 1853 in York 

township.  See “Warner, Jesse.” Apparently Elizabeth VanWormer’s father, Daniel Kelsey, 

had a daughter Mary; then Daniel’s wife died; and then Daniel married Maria Sherman. 

Daniel and Mariea had two more children, Elizabeth and Susan.] 

Van 

Wormer F 

Fay VanWormer was b. June 1890. She was 9 when the 1900 census came by.  She lived 

with her parents, Alpheus and Cora VanWormer, and 3 siblings, plus a boarder, in Village of 

Milan.  Source: 1900 census. 

Van Mrs. Faye Van Wormer married Leon W. Burget on June 2, 1945 in Detroit.  MM Louis 



Wormer 

Faye 

Van Wormer of South Lyons were present, along with Minnie Colgan and daughter Effie of 

Miagara Falls, NY, and MM Harry Colgan of Plymouth.  Miss Ida Van Wormer of Milan 

did not attend the wedding but is related to the bride.  Source: Milan News Leader 1945. 

Van 

Wormer G. 

According to a plat map of London Township in 1876, W. H. Hack owned a large piece of 

farmland in the extreme NW corner of the township, and G. W. Van Wormer had a large 

farm immediately to the south of him. 
Van 

Wormer G 

Guy Vanwormer was b. July 1888, the son of Alpheus and Cora VanWormer. He was 11 

when the 1900 census rolled around.  Besides his parents he lived with 3 siblings and a 

boarder in Village of Milan. 

Van 

Wormer 

Gabril 

Gabril Van Wormer, 57, farmer, b. NY, parents both b. NY. Census of 1880, Milan twp. 

Wife Pheba A., 51, b. NY, both her parents b. England. Also in the home: Morton, Mary, 38, 

her parents were b. England. Daughter of Mary Morton: Laura A., 13, b. MI.  Son, Webster 

D., 11, b. MI.  Daughter, Ester, 7. Son, James (Morton), 4.  Daughter, Mila J., 2.  Lewis, a 

boy, one month old, b. May 1880. Also in the home: Van Wormer, Thomas, 85, farmer, b. 

NY.  Note: this house hold is immediate neighbors with Henry Hack, 42, farmer. 

Van 

Wormer H. 

H. L. Van Wormer advertised in the paper in 1896, “Meats of all kinds, fresh and salt.” Also 

said “Cash for hides!” 

Van 

Wormer 

Jennie 

Jennie Van Wormer, 30, engaged in farming, was b. PA. Both her parents b. PA. Also living 

in the home: her brother-in-law, DeWit Van Wormer, 26, occupation “Stone and brick 

mason.” Also in the home: Daniel Delane, 23, no relation, occupation “farm laborer,” b. MI. 

Source: 1880 London twp census. 

Van 

Wormer L. 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County has a directory for Milan Township. “L. Van Wormer, 

General Farmer, Sec. 2” 

Van 

Wormer 

Lawrence 

Lawrence and Harriet VanWormer had 10 children including Addie.  One of them, Alpheus, 

was born Dec. 16, 1857. Other siblings: Alice Sweet of Anacosta, Washington; Carrie 

Easterly; and Fred VanWormer of Nebraska.  Source: Genealogist friend. 

Van 

Wormer 

Mabel 

Mabel VanWormer, daughter of Alpheus and Cora VanWormer, was b. May 1884. She was 

16 when census was taken. 

Van 

Wormer 

Mary 

Mary Van Wormer.  See “John Beverly” for more information. Mary was the mother of 

Elmer Beverly, a famous “dwarf” who worked in Milan for the railroads for many years. She 

is the one who advised her son not to join the circus. 

Van 

Wormer 

Nellie 

Nellie VanWormer was b near Milan Aug. 5, 1860 to Lawrence and Harriet VanWormer. In 

1883 she married Albert VanWormer and they had 3 children. Maude died 4 years ago. Starr 

died in infancy. Walter lives in Alpena. She is also survived by her brothers Charles, 

Alpheus and Fred.  (Aid to Genealogists with date “Dec.28, 1935” handwritten.) 

Van 

Wormer 

Oliver 

In the 1850 London township census, Oliver VanWormer is 33, a farmber, b. in NY. His 

wife Rosanna VanWormer is 34, b. NY. Baxter VanWormer is 1. 

Van 

Wormer 

Oliver 

VanWormer, Oliver, 52, farmer, in 1870 York Township census. Wife Kerana, 53. Son 

Baxter, 19, farm laborer. Page 21 of census records. P.O. Milan. 

Vanderlip 

Emma 

Mrs. Emma J. Vanderlip was born in London twp, Oct. 22, 1842. Married, Jan. 10, 1864, 

Augustine McLaughlin, of Petersburgh. He enlisted, December, 1863, in Co. D, 6th Mich. 

H. Art.; discharged in 1865. (Civil War.) He died June 6, 1873. Two children were born to 

them. Dec. 23, 1877, she married Charles S. Vanderlip, of Detroit. In 1885 they came to 

London.  They have no children. Mr. Vanderlip is in the lumber business, and his wife 

attends to the farm.  Source: page 34, History of Monroe County, 1890, Talcott Wing. 

Vealey 

Lillie 

Lillie Vealey was born 1873. She was adopted by the Dennison family. She married a 

Braman. See “Dennison” and “Braman” for info about her and her families. 

 

VEDDER 
Vedder 

Almond 

Almond Vedder was born 1848 and died 1882, according to gravestones in Azalia Cemetery. 

Sarah Vedder has a gravestone saying 1852-1925 “Wife of Almond.” 

Vedder 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Vedder was born 1832 and died 1895. Wife of Herman Vedder (1828). Source: 

transcription of gravestones at Azalia Cemetery. 

Vedder 

Emma 

Emma J, Vedder died at age 92. She lived at 316 Ferman St. in Milan.  She was born Aug. 7, 

1876 in Whittaker, the daughter of Melvin and Eliza Osburn.  She married Oramel Vedder 



June 2, 1897 in Whittaker.  He died Sept. 15, 1951. Her son Perry died in 1961. 

Vedder 

Gitty 

Gitty Vedder is in the Azalia Cemetery, the gravestone says she died 3-17-1864 and was the 

wife of Philip. 

Vedder 

Harmon 

Harmon Vedder was born in Orleans Co., N. Y., June 3, 1826. His parents, Philip and Mary 

Vedder, were natives of Schenectady Co., N. Y., where the former was born Dec. 3, 1788, 

and the latter March 31, 1798. 

They removed to Orleans Co., N. Y., in 1818, where Mrs. Vedder died.  In 1832 Philip 

Vedder married again, and a year later came to Washtenaw county, locating in Augusta tp.   

He bought 160 acres of land, built a cabin, and moved into it. He was one of the organizers 

of Augusta tp., and attended every election and town meeting, except one, from the first until 

the time of his death.  He was also a prominent leader in the organization of the M. E. 

Church societies, and was a "substantial pillar," and ardent worker in that body, until the 

last. He died Dec. 15, 1879.  Harmon was reared on a farm.  He came to Augusta Twp. about 

1833 with his father and step-mother.  On July 3, 1851, Harmon married Elizabeth Mudge.  

They have 4 children-Lewis H., husband of Emma Holt; Mary M., wife of Chester Higley, 

Allegan Co., Mich.; Lydia A., wife of Samuel S. Bibbins, and Arthur H.   Mrs. Elizabeth 

Vedder is a daughter of Uri and Charlotte Mudge, and was born in Upper Canada, Oct. 10, 

1831.  Mr. and Mrs. V. are members of the M. E. Church, and in politics he is Republican.  

His farm, comprising 100 acres of well-improved land, is situated on sec. 23. Source:  

Charles C. Chapman, 1881, History of Washtenaw County. 

Vedder 

Herman 

Herman Veder was born 1828 and died 1904. That’s what is listed on a cemetery 

transcription for Azalia Cemetery. 

Vedder 

Herman 

Herman Vedder was born 1880 and died 1884. He was the son of L. H. and E. L. Vedder. 

Source: Azalia cemetery gravestone transcription 

Vedder 

Leon 

Leon Vedder, known as “Lee,” was in the Electric Construction business, and lived at 205 E. 

Main, according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Vedder 

Lillie 

Lillie C. Vedder of 297 Hurd St. died Jan. 2, 1948.  Her husband was Morris Vedder.  Lillie 

was born May 12, 1880. Father was Elijah Lamkin. Mother was Delilah Sabin. 

Vedder 

Ormel 

Ormel Vedder and Emma Osborn were married June 2, 1897 at the home of her parents, M. 

R. Osborn in Whittaker.   A minister from the Oakville Methodist Church solemnized the 

marriage.  Mr.  Vedder worked for a local grocery store delivering food and other items to 

farm houses on a wagon.  For the last 30 years he was in real estate.  He served on the 

Lincoln School Board from its inception.  They have 3 children, Dorothy Heath, Perry, and 

Melvin.   Source-- news clip concerning 50th anniversary. 

Vedder 

Phillip 

Phillip Veder was 91 years old when he died, and he died Dec. 15, 1879. Transcription of 

Azalia cemetery. 

Vedder 

Sarah 

Sarah Vedder was born 1852 and died 1925. Source: transcription of Azalia Cemetery. 

Vedder 

Sarah Jane 

Sarah Jane Vedder was 3 mos. 18 days when she died. She was daughter of Philip and 

Harriet Vedder. No date given for her death. Source: Azalia Cemetery gravestones 

Vermett 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Vermett was the mother of Bob Murray, a member of the Milan Area Historical 

Society in 2014. She worked at the Hack House doing housework as a teenager. She married 

the boy next door-- the Murray home was just east of the Hack House. 

Vermett  

Rudolph 

Rudolph Vermett had his picture taken as a student at Mead School in 1919. [#3205] 

Vescelius 

J. R. 

The 1876 Atlas of Monroe County has a directory of Milan Township. “Vescelius J. R. 

General Farmer, making Durham Stock and Meriono Sheep growing a specialty, Sec. 6.” 

Vescilius 

Jacob 

Jacob R. Vescilius and wife Lucy sold property in downtown Milan on Feb. 16, 1894. 

Buyer: Orin A. Kelley (hardware store owner).  Vescilius was a resident of Milan Township 

when he sold the property. The deed apparently describes 9 W. Main St., now Lighthouse 

Coffee Shop.  Register of Deeds, Liber 134 page 451.   

Vescilius 

Jacob 

On Sept. 16, 1879, J. Henry Ford sold land to the First Universal Parrish of York for $125.  

Board of Trustees:  Ebinezer Harmon, William T. Cook, Jessi Warner, Alfred Davenport, 

and Jacob R. Voscelius. Washtenaw Register Deeds,  L. 93, p. 539 

Vincent M. “Vincent Morris, a piarist.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Vogt 

Theodore 
Theodore H. Vogt was b. Dec. 10, 1867 in York twp. Father Adam Vogt b. Germany, 

farmer. Mother Mary J. Fogt b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. 

 



Alphabetical List “W” 
 
Waldo John Silas L. Clark and Emily his wife, of York township, sold some Mooreville land to John 

Waldo of City of Ypsilanti on Aug. 9, 1858 for $1,500. Lots 1, 2, 3 in Block 1 south Range 

1 west (hotel), also the “hotel back yard” which stretches to the river. Liber 45, page 566. J. 

R. Bowers, justice of the peace. 

Walker 

Eliza 

Eliza Walker conveyed property in Augusta Township to Jerome G. West on Sept. 11, 1899, 

liber 143 P 195. SW corner of Taladay Road and Ridge/Stony Creek Road. 

 

WALLACE 
Wallace 

Mary 

Mary A. Wallace insured two 1 1/2 story homes on April 13, 1891.  One on north side, other 

on south side of county Street.  Home Insurance ledger, April 13, 1891. 

Wallace 

Mary 

“Mary A. Wallace, Feb. 1892, Milan, Mich.” Inscribed on the first page of an old Bible, 

found in the Marble family collection by Mike Brown in 2011. 

Wallace 

Mary 

Mrs. Mary A. Wallace, widow of Winfield S. Wallace, died July 18 [1926] at her home in 

Milan. She was born at Galena, IL March 5, 1850. At age 10 she was left motherless with 

the tender care of her father, B. W. Marble, [Buckley Marble] who died May 12, 1891. In 

1864 she united with the M.E. Church at Delphi, NY. In 1874 she married Mr. Walace, and 

they took up active service in church movements. In 1875 they moved to Milan and 

continued their efforts to be serviceable to church duties here, which at the time was a union 

of different creeds. Later on the M. E. Church Society formed a circuit consisting of Milan, 

East Milan [Azalia], West Milan [Cone], London and Oakville, which they joined and 

vigoriously entered into the work. The results of her efforts are best known to her any 

associates and large circle of her Sunday School pupils whose names she dearly loved to 

mention. She leaves but one of the family, J. L. Marble, her brother, with whom she had 

enjoyed life long loving friendship, and for the past 40 years under the same roof. Her dying 

message was a positive assurance that at the ending of a perfect day,here is at the dawn of a 

glorious Eternity. Services were held at the M.E. Church July 21, conducted by her former 

pastor, Rev. O. F. Winton of Ann Arbor. Her precious remains were tenderly laid to rest in 

the Marble Park cemetery by kind, loving friends. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 5, page 

30 at Milan Public Library. 

Wallace, 

Winfield S. 

Winfield S. Wallace died at his home on Main St., Milan, last evening at a few minutes 

before 6 o’clock, of consumption [tuberculosis]. Age 40 years and 15 days. The funeral is to 

be held tomorrow afternoon. Mr. Wallace was one of the most beloved and respected 

citizens of Milan. He was b in Syracuse, NY and has been a resident of this village for about 

16 years.  Source: obit glued inside a Bible, from Marble family. Note: he probably died 

about 1891. He came to Milan in 1875 and lived there 16 years.  See also Mary Marble. 

 

WANTY 
Wanty Ben Ben Wanty was born April 30, 1874 in Augusta Township, Milan. His parents were Richard 

Peet and Elizabeth Wanty. Ben had 15 older sisters and brothers who were all born in 

England.  Ben married Bertha Agnes Calhoun in 1895.  Ben and Bertha had four children: 

Clayton, Richard, Kenneth, and Floyd.  Richard and Kenneth died as children. Ben had a 

home on Darling Road in London township. In 1910, his family moved to York township 

and established a farm home on Sanford Rd. for farming and carpentry.  In 1914 Ben moved 

to Milan to be a carpenter full time.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of 

Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976)  See photo [#3521]. See also “Calhoun.” See “Bertha 

Wanty.”    

Wanty  

Ben 

Newspaprer article: “Open House Held Wed. For Milan Couple” 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Wanty celebrated their golden wedding anniversary Wednesday with open 

house. In spite of inclement weather, a steady stream of friends and neighbors called to pay 

their respects and with this esteemed couple many more years of wedded bliss. 
Ben Wanty and Bertha Calhoun were married on Thanksgiving day, 1895 at the Methodist 

parsonage in Milan by Rev. Henry F. Shier. The couple always lived within six miles of 

Milan until 1916 when they moved into the village. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wanty have two sons, Clayton and Floyd, both of Milan and their wives 

assisted their parents in the observance. One grandson, S1/c Byron, in at Great Lakes [Navy] 



training station and could ot be present. Two half sisters, Mrs. Ed Guelic and Mrs. Louis 

Smith of Ypsilanti with their husband spent the day with Mr. and Mrs. Wanty and enjoyed 

the celebration. Fred Wanty, brother, of Lincoln School district and Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 

Calhoun, of Wayne were present, but the sister Mrs. Marie Finch, who lives near Flint, was 

unable to come, being of rather advanced age, 86. Also assisting were Mr. and Mrs. Chester 

Gooding and Mrs. Lee Torrey. 

A family dinner was served at noon at which 18 were present. 

Source:  Milan Leader, Nov. 29, 1945. 

Wanty 

Bertha 

Mrs. Ben Wanty. MILAN, March 13-- Mrs. Ben Wanty, 76, of 261 Ferman Ave., died last 

night in St. Joseph Mercy Hospital at Ann Arbor after a short illness. Friends may call at the 

residence until10 a.m. Saturday when the body will be returned to Stevens and Bush funeral 

home. Services there will be at 3 p.m. with Rev. William M. Hughes of Marble Memorial 

Methodist Church, of which she was a member, officiating. Burial will be in London 

cemetery. The former Bertha A. Calhoun, daughter of Stephen and Ellen Calhoun, was born 

March 26, 1875, in London township. She married Ben Wanty Nov. 23, 1895, and they lived 

on a farm near Milan until 1914 when they moved to the village. She was a member of the 

Woman’s Society of Christian Service of the church. Surviving: her husband; two sons, 

Clayton and Floyd, both of Milan; three brothers, William Calhoun of Toledo, Delbert of 

Waldron and Warren Calhoun-Griswold of Iowa; two half-sisters, Mrs. Nellie Vedder of 

Whittaker and Mrs. Edna Gulick of Ypsilanti. Two sons, Richard L. and Kenneth S., died in 

1906.  Obituary from Monroe Evening News. Handwritten note says “1952.” 

Wanty 

Byron 

Mr. Byron Gael Wanty graduated from Milan High School in 1945. 

Wanty 

Catherine 

Catherine Wanty married Earnest Schrock.  Her kids: Ray, oldest; Donald; Lester; Ernest.  

“She was my cousin.” Source: Harold Wanty. 

Wanty 

Charlotte 

Mrs. Charlotte Wanty Kline died at her home in Milan, age 85. She was born in Halton, 

England Nov. 24, 1851…   see “Kime” for more info. 

Wanty  

Clair 

Clair Wanty was born in 1905 in a home in Whittaker at the corner of Rosebolt and 

Whittaker Road in 1905.  His parents were William and Gertrude Wanty.  Clair lived at 805 

North Street when he was growing up.  The village limits ended at their front yard, so that 

house was not in the village.  North street dead-ended at that home.  Clair was married to 

Gladys Landon in 1927.  Their son Harold was born in Clayton Wanty’s old house. Clair’s 

other children were Harmon Heldt, William b 1941 approx; Carolyn Wanty Richards, b 

1944 approx. Source: Harold, son of Clair. 

Wanty Theral Dutch Kanitz. Clare, my mother’s brother. His son lives on  Willis Rd. off Carpenter. 

Clair. Spelling. His occupation: electrician, worked for ford in factory, and for  gm.  There 

was also Clayton, he was on fire dept., and the fire truck at Greenfield village. 

Wanty 

Clayton 

Clayton Wanty was born Aug. 6, 1899 in London township. He set up a radio and electrical 

shop on Tolan Street in Milan. He did service work and house wiring. He married Ada 

Canniff in 1924.  On May 24, 1927, their son Byron was born.  In 1962, his wife Ada died.  

In 1963 he married Florence Blackburn.  He retired and did wood carving as a hobby. 

Wanty 

Donald 

Donald Wanty was in the “Steam Trans-Freight” business, and lived at 138 W. Second, 

according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Wanty Don Don R. Wanty, 66, of 138 Second St., agent at the Milan depot of the Wabash and Ann 

Arbor Railroads, died early Saturday morning at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor. 

Mr. Wanty had been ill since Sept. 1 when he suffered a heart attack. He was the son of 

William H. and Mary Ann Wanty. He was born Sept. 24, 1884 in Augusta township. He 

married Helen Kramer Sept. 22, 1919 at Wooster, Ohio, and they made their home in Milan 

since that time. Mr. Wanty worked for the railroad 42 years and had been agent 23 years. He 

was a member of Masonic lodge, York Chapter, and Milan Rotary Club. Surviving: his wife; 

two sons, Richard and John; six brothers, H. D. Wanty of Ann Arbor, Harry Wanty, John 

Wanty, and Carl Wanty, all of Milan; two sisters, Mrs. Elizabeth Murray of Milan and Miss 

Nellie Wanty of Caro. Rev. Leroy Cabbage officiated at funeral; burial Marble Park 

Cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 7, page 90. 
Wanty 

Floyd 

Floyd Wanty was the son of Ben Wanty.  Floyd was born in 1908 and married Ellen 

Gooding in April 1935.  They had one daughter, Virginia.  Floyd was a plumber. He was 

part owner of Young and Ost Inc. Plumbing operation until his wife’s death in Nov. 1972.  

Source: Red Book (Ancient and Modern History of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976).   

Wanty Floyd Wanty and Miss Ellen Gooding were married Dec. 31, 1934 (or 1935?)  The wedding 



Floyd took place at the home of MM Chester Gooding, parents of the bride. The couple will live in 

a home they are building on Lafayette Avenue. 

Wanty H. “Wanty H. Deed, live stock.” Source: Michigan Gazetteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Wanty  

John 

John Wanty, 77, a retired farmer, died Sunday night at his home, 10303 Hitchingham Rd. in 

Augusta twp. He was born Nov. 1, 1877 in Augusta twp the son of William and Mary Anne 

Patchet Wanty. On Dec. 22, 1908 he married the former Gertrude Reynolds, who survives. 

Also surviving: a daughter, Mrs. Catherine C. Schrock, and son, Howard, both of Whittaker; 

eight grandchildren; three great grandchildren; a sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Murray; and three 

brothers, William, Harry, and Carl all of Milan. Marble Park cemetery.   Source: obit. 

Wanty 

John 

John Wanty was born Oct. 1, 1877 in Augusta Township, according to Sherri L. Czuchra of 

Taylor, MI.  She bases this on his birth record in state records. He died Saturday, April 16, 

1955. Sherri got it from the death record and spoke to Theresa at the Ochalek Funeral Home, 

successor to Stevens Funeral Home. Source; Sherri L. Czuchra 

Wanty  

John 

John Wanty, born Nov. 1877, was the brother of William Wanty. There were 14 boys in that 

family.  Harry, and Carl, were other names of brothers.  Source: Harold Wanty, grandson of 

William. 

Wanty 

Melinda 

Melinda Ann Willoughby (“Minnie”) was born 1875, died 1953. She was born Belleau, 

Lincolnshire, England.  She came to US in 1895. She married Samuel S. Wanty. 

Wanty 

Nellie 

Nellie Wanty was b March 16, 1883 in Augusta Twp. Dau of William Henry Wanty and 

Mary Ann Patchett. FAG 89633231. Source: Sherri L. Czuchra. Nellie was never married. 

She died Sept. 24, 1951 in Caro, Mich after living in Milan most of her life. She belonged to 

the Seybert Evangelical United Brethren Church of Augusta twp. Her funeral was held at 

Stevens and Bush Funeral Home, Rev. William Nelson officiating, burial at Marble Park 

Cemetery. Surviving are five brothers, H.D. Wanty of Pontiac and Will, Harry, John and 

Carl Wanty of Milan, and a sister Mrs. Elizabeth Murray of Milan. Four brothers and three 

sisters preceded her in death. 
Wanty 

Rebecca 

Rebecca Wanty was b March 28, 1863 at Halton, England. She left England with her family 

at age 9 and has since resided in this vicinity. On Sept. 20, 1881 she married John Belcher at 

Milan, MI. They had two children. A daughter, Hazel Belcher Murray, preceded her from 

this life on June 22, 1922. She leaves her husband, a son, Vernor A. of Chicago, three 

brothers,, two sisters, etc. She was a member of the Baptist Church. The funeral was held at 

the home on Thursday, Oct. 21, 1926, Rev. Davis officiating. Interment at Marble Park 

cemetery. Source: Vol. 4, page 21 Genealogist Friend, Milan Public Library. 

Wanty 

Richard 

Richard Peet Wanty was born in England. He married Elizabeth.  The two of them decided 

England had no future for them.  In 1873 Richard and Elizabeth took a tedious ship ride, 11 

weeks, across the ocean to NY. They had 14 children, and after arriving in the US, their 15th 

child came along, Ben Wanty, on April 30 1874 in Augusta Township.  Richard lived in 

Augusta Township from 1873 to about 1895.   

Wanty 

Samual 

Samual S. Wanty of 47 Wilcox St. died March 26, 1951.  Age 85. He was born Nov. 9, 

1865.  Farmer.  Wife: Minnie Willoughby. Parents: William Wanty and Mary Ann Patchett. 

Informant: Paul Wanty.  Note:  Minnie’s real name is “Melinda.” 

Wanty 

Wave 

A girl named Wave Wanty graduated from Milan High School around 1921 or 1922, and her 

photo showed up in a scrapbook of Fairy Howe. 

Wanty 

William 

William Wanty was 92 when he died.  He died in the early 60’s.  He was born in 1882, not 

sure of exact date.  William and his wife Gertrude had two children: Clair Wanty a son; and 

Irene Wanty Dennison.  William and Gertrude lived at 805 North Street. Source: Harold 

Wanty, grandson of William.  (Son of Clair) 
Wanty 

William 

William Henry Wanty was born Aug. 18, 1832 in Swineshead, Linconshire, England, the 

son of son of John and Rebecca Wanty. He died Dec. 21, 1920 in Milan. Buried Marble Park 

Cemetery.  According to the Red Book (Ancient and Modern Milan by Arleigh Squires) his 

is part of a different branch of the Wanty Family from Ben and Richard Wanty.  William 

came to America at the age of eighteen years, landing at Bradford, Canada. After three years 

he moved to Wisconsin where on January 6th, 1861 he married Mary Ann Patchett. In June 

1861 they came to a farm in Michigan where he spent the remainder of his life, except nine 

years that he has been a resident of this village (Milan). He leaves to mourn his loss an aged 

wife and eleven children, Samuel, Henry D, Mrs John Murray, William, Harry, John, Mrs 

Fred Bissell, Nellie and Don of Milan, George of California and Carl of Detroit, and 

eighteen grandchildren. One brother of Milan, and one sister of Swaby, Lincolnshire, 

England. 
 



Wanty 

Mary Ann 

Mary Ann Wanty was born Jan. 22, 1843 and died 7-1-1924.  Marble Park. 

 

  



 

WARD 
Ward Irma On May 29, 1947, the Milan Leader ran an article about an upcoming marriage. Irma 

Herrmann to wed Lawrence Ward July 3, it said. 

 Irma Ward died June 7, 2014 at age 103. 
Ward  

Larry 

Larry Ward was born in Chelsea, Mich. on April 5, 1915.  Larry’s adoptive father, Joel 

Marble was a developer, he developed Redford.  He went to Detroit every day to work.  

Larry’s biological mother, Minnie King Ward was sick for 2 years.  Eventually the other 

kids went home, but the Marbles had taken Larry when he was just weeks old.  Larry’s 

mother was ill when Joel and Florence Marble took him to their house. Then Joel’s sister 

lived with them, and she did 24 hour care of the baby.  Larry’s biological siblings became 

more like cousins.  Joel Marble died while Larry was in high school. 

Ward 

Lawrence 

Baldwin 

Ward, Lawrence Baldwin, Grants Pass, Oregon, 98, formerly of Milan, died at home in 

Oregon on October 3, 2012. He and his wife, Reverend Irma Ward, relocated to Oregon 

in April of 2011. Larry was b April 5, 1915 in Chelsea, Michigan to Lloyd and Minnie 

(King) Ward. Due to his mother's illness Larry came to Milan as an infant, to live with 

his uncle and aunt, Joel and Florence (King) Marble. Larry was raised in Milan, 

graduating from Milan High School. He was employed by Ford Motor Co. where he 

studied automotive electrical engineering through Ford training programs and a college 

in Dearborn. In 1945, Larry met the love of his life, Irma Herrmann, a traveling singing 

evangelist. On July 3, 1947, they married in the Marble Memorial United Methodist 

Church. They lived on East Main Street until their recent move to Oregon. Larry had a 

very successful career with Ford Motors. He is responsible for the design of the safety 

lights on all vehicles and was cited for saving many lives. He continued to serve as an 

electrical engineering consultant for many years after retirement, being sent throughout 

the United States as well as Australia, Mexico and Canada. Larry was the recipient of a 

Presidential Citation from President Nixon for his service as a volunteer in the religious 

programs at the Federal Correction Institution. He also received the Grant Jones Award 

presented for outstanding civic leadership. He held active memberships in Milan Rotary, 

The Fair Board, the local Masonic bodies, the Gideon's, and was administrator of the 

Marble Cemetery for 60+years. He belonged to Marble Memorial United Methodist 

Church. Because of all his civic service, Milan declared a Larry Ward Day and 

presented him with the keys to the city. As well he was twice named Man of the Year. 

He and his wife were host parents for German and Uruguayan "sons" and a Japanese 

"daughter." Survivors include his wife Irma, brother-in-law, Heinz Herrmann, several 

nieces, nephews, cousins, church family and extended friends. Private burial was at 

Marble Park Cemetery. A Memorial Service will be held 1:00 pm. Saturday, October 

27, 2012 at Marble Memorial United Methodist Church. 

Ward Larry A soft-cover Bible was found in Larry Ward’s home after he moved to Oregon. This 

particular Bible has an inscription in front: “Lawrence B. Ward, Dec. 25, 1966, from Papa.” 

Ward 

Lawrence 

Lawrence Baldwin "Larry" Ward, 97, of Grants Pass, Oregon, died Oct. 3, 2012. Source: 

Glenda Enriquez. 
Ward  

Lloyd 

Lloyd Ward was born in 1872.  He was the son of Mary and William E. Ward, both 

Quakers.  William was a blacksmith and when they arrived in Milan area he set up a shop in 

Whittiker’s Corners.  Later he set up a shop on Tolan Street in Milan with a home next to it.  

Loyd had two brothers and five sisters.  In 1901 Lloyd Ward married Minnie King.  Lloyd 

was a tinner and a plumber. Lloyd had 3 sons and a daughter. Then he moved his family to 

Chelsea and had one more son, Lawrence B.  Due to Minnie’s poor health, Minnie’s sister 

Florence took the little boy (Lawrence) and raised him.  Lloyd died in 1952, and Minnie 

died in 1958.   

Ward Lloyd 

Hallock 

Lloyd Hallock Ward, 80, a former Milan resident, died at AA Wednesday night after a 

lingering illness. [Handwritten note says July 2, 1952, which could be date obit was 

published.] He had made his home the past few months with his daughter, Mrs. William 

Terry of Antioch, Ill. Born in Augusta Township on Aug. 23, 1872 he was the son of 

William E. and Mary Kelsey Ward. He married Minnie King Dec. 11, 1903. Mr. Ward had 

lived in the Ypsi vicinity for the past 34 years. He was a tinsmith by occupation. Besides his 

wife, he is survived by 3 sons, Paul K. of L’Anse, MI; Wilton R. of Ypsi and Larence B. of 



Milan; 2 daughters Mrs. William Terry of Antioch, IL; one brother William E. of Detroit; 5 

sisters etc. Funeral at Stevens and Bush, burial at Marble Park Cemetery.   

Ward Loyd Ward-King Wedding. A very pretty wedding occurred at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. 

Marble on E. Main street last Wed. evening, when Miss Minnie King became the wife of 

Mr. Loyd H. Ward. Rev. Howard A. Field officiated. The groom is the trusted tinner of O. 

A. Kelley hardware and president of the Epworth League. The bride holds a responsible 

position in the same society.   

Ward Loyd 1820 census in Ypsilanti Township shows Loyd H. Ward, 45, head of household. He was 

born in Mich; father born Canada, mother born Mich. Works as a steamfitter at Fender Co. 

His wife, Minnie, 42, born Ohio, parents born in PA. Son Paul K. age 16 born Mich. 

Daughter Winifred E. age 10. Son Wilton age 8. Son Lawrence age 4. Loyd’s father, 

William E. Ward, residing in the home, age 79, born Mich, parents born in Canada. Loyd’s 

mother, Mary K. Ward, 79, born Mich, parents born Mich. 

Ward Lloyd Lloyd Hallock Ward, born 1872, married in 1903 to Minnie King. Lloyd was a tinner and 

plumber. He died in 1952. His wife, Minnie, died in 1958. Source: various. People from her 

family have stated that she had a mental illness and therefore had to send her children to her 

relatives. 

Ward Lloyd 

Mrs. 

Mrs. Lloyd Ward (Minnie) of 705 Pearl St., Ypsilanti, wrote a letter Jan. 29, 1941 to her 

sister Florence (Marble). Letter says her husband Lloyd went to East Lansing recently with 

some friends and will visit Eva Ward Davenport and family of East Lansing. Letter says that 

while husband is gone, Minnie is busy feeding the furnace with logs. Some young men 

students are with her, so she is not alone. Two of the students were sick in bed two weeks 

with influenza so she took care of them. Minnie tells of her phone call to Dr. Brown at Ypsi 

State Hospital, Erma’s doctor. She can sit up in a chair but doesn’t know what is going on. 

Erma is in a ward with 38 women. “When the roads get better, I am going to see her if I 

can,” Minnie says. 

Ward Mary 

Kelsey 

Mary Eliza Kelsey was born Sept. 17, 1835 in York Township, according to the Gauntlett 

family Bible. 

Ward Mary 

Kelsey 

Mary Kelsey Ward married William E. Ward. He was a blacksmith, born in Ontario, Canada 

April 13, 1841. They had at least 8 children. One of their children was Loyd Ward, who 

married Minnie King. (Loyd and Minnie had a son, Lawrence Baldwin Ward, who was 

raised by Joel and Florence Marble). 

Ward Wm “Ward & Clark (Wm. E. Ward. John R. Clark) blacksmith.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, 

Milan section, 1907. 
Ward 

William 

William E. Ward of Milan, 83 years old, died in Pontiac Wednesday after a lingering illness. 

Mr. Ward was born April 12, 1841, in Ontario, Canada, coming to Willis in 1866. He was 

married in 1867 at Willis. Mr. and Mrs. Ward and their family removed to Milan in 1888. 

He established a blacksmith shop here [in Milan]. He operated this business until a few years 

ago, when ill-health forced his retirement. Mr. Ward was a member of the Masonic order for 

50 years, joining in Ypsilanti and later transferring his membership to Milan lodge No. 323. 

The body was brought from Pontiac to his home at 16 North St. Thursday afternoon. Besides 

his widow, he is survived by five daughters, and three sons; Mrs. Justin Gale of Ypsilanti, 

Mrs. Charles H. Robison of Milan, Mrs. Evelyn Davenport of Ann Arbor, Mrs. Floyd 

Robison of Detroit, Mrs. C. W. Lawrence of Huntington Park, CA, Eugene Ward of Detroit; 

Lloyd Ward of Ypsilanti and William Ward of Detroit. Funeral services will be held at the 

residence, Rev. W. J. Prestridge officiating. Burial in Marble Park cemetery. 1925. 
Ward 

William 

William E. Ward appears in the 1920 census, living with his son Loyd. See “Ward, Loyd” 

for information. 

Ward 

William 

According to the 1907 Gazeteer, Wm. E. Ward and his partner John R. Clark were 

blacksmiths in Milan. 

Wardle 

David 

Published front page Milan Leader March 6, 1891: “David Wardle died suddenly of heart 

disease last Friday morning between 9 and 10 o’clock, aged 47 years. For several years he 

has been driving a dray [horse drawn wagon] here, and on Friday morning he was attending 

to business as usual, apparently in as good health as ever; he was at the [Milan train] depot, 

unloading some freight out of a car when he complained of a pain in his side; a few 

moments later in the freight house he was overcome by weakness and fell; he was carried 

tenderly into the office and messengers were immediately dispatched for his wife and a 

physician; his wife arrived within a few minutes, but before the doctor could get there he 

was dead. A few moments before he died he requested some one to see Clifford Gardner and 



have him drive the dray for him that day, saying that he did not feel able to work longer. A 

post mortem examination was held Saturday afternoon;  his heart was found to be in an 

extremely fatty and degenerated condition. He leaves a widow and a daughter, Mrs. Lena 

Morton, and two brothers, Thomas, of Oakville, and John of Augusta township. His funeral 

was held Sunday morning at the Baptist church, conducted by the pastor, Rev. Jay 

Huntington. His remains were placed at rest in the Stony Creek cemetery.” 

Wardle 

John 

John Wardle, a farmer in Augusta tp., was born in Washtenaw Co., Mich., Aug. 11, 1841. 

His parents, James and Esther Wardle, were natives of England, and emigrated to America 

in 1834.  They first stopped near Philadelphia, Pa., and in 1835 came to Augusta tp., where 

James Wardle purchased 160 acres of land on sec. 30. He lived there until he died on Jan. 1, 

1861.  John was raised a "farmer's boy." On April 30, 1867, John married Susan Armstrong, 

who was born in Canada, Jan. 1, 1843.  They have 1 child-James A., born April 7, 1871.   

John and Susan Wardle are Baptist.  John is a Republican. He owns 120 acres of choice 

land.   Source:  Charles C. Chapman, 1881, History of Washtenaw County. 

Wardle 

George 

PERSONAL:  My wife, Emma Wardle, having left my bed and board without cause or 

provocation, I will pay no debts of her contracting after this date.  York, March 13, 1883.  

George Wardle.  Source: Milan Leader, March 30, 1883. 

 

WARNER 
Warner 

Albert 

Albert Warner, son of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner, b. in Phelps, Ontario County, 

NY on Dec. 13, 1834.  He died in York twp Sept. 20, 1913. He married Sarah A. Waugh on 

Sept. 5, 1860. She was b. in York twp Sept. 30, 1839 and lives in Milan.  Sarah’s parents 

were James Wood Waugh, a mechanic, b. in VT, died in York twp, and his wife, Abigail 

Phillips, b. in Albany, NY.  Albert and Sarah had 3 children: (1) Myrtie E. Warner, b. Oct. 3, 

1862; married George H. Olds on Oct. 17, 1883, lives inYpsi. (2) Ernest D. Warner, b. July 

14, 1866, taught school, now sells real estate.  (3) Frank J. Warner, b. Apr. 24, 1870. Source:  

“Descendants of Andrew Warner” published 1919.    

Warner 

Almira 

Almira Warner was b. Nov. 27 or 29, 1813, daughter of Jesse and Margaret Hutchison 

Warner. She was the second of 13 children.  She died in York twp. Feb.27, 1839.  She 

married Elijah Ellis.  Her daughter married John Jenness and had three children.  Source: 

“Descendants of Andrew Warner” published 1919. 

Warner 

Charles 
Charles Warner, 33, laborer, b. MI, according to 1880 census in Milan twp. Wife, Jane, 35, 

b. NY. Her father b. VT, her mother b. NY. Also in their home:  Joseph Guyor, 23, laborer, 

b. Kansas.  These people were very close neighbors to Cady Reeves. 
Warner 

Charles 

Charles Warner, of Milan twp, was born in York twp Nov 10, 1845. He married Francelia 

Wilcox, of Milan twp, in 1866.  They had 1 child, Alice Ma, who was married in 1886. 

Francelia died 1876. [See also Orange Wilcox for info about Francelia.]  Charles Warner 

married Jane Eddington, of Ypsilanti, Mich., in 1878. They have no children. Mr. Warner 

enlisted in Co. I, August 6, 1863; was in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Buzzard's Roost, 

Atlanta, and Crab Orchard. Was taken prisoner at Libby Prison 30 days, then sent to 

Columbus, Ohio.  He was discharged on account of disability in June, 1864. He is a member 

of Taylor Post, GAR No. 274, of Milan. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by 

Talcott Wing p. 40.  See also: “Charles Warner” (Civil War) 

Warner 

Cynthia 

Cynthia Warner, 1831-1909.  Her grave stone is in a row of three Warner graves at Marble 

Park:  the second one is John A. Warner, 1864-1923; the third one is Emma H. Warner, 

1859-1934.  Probably John’s wife or sister was Emma, his mother was Cynthia. Cynthia was 

b. Feb. 6, 1831 in Murray, NY; she d. Jan. 31, 1909.   
Warner 

Daniel 

Daniel Warner, 44, a farmer, was b. in NY, says 1880 census of Milan township. He lived 

with his daughter, Edith, 16; son, Elmer, 15; daughter, Alma, 13; son, Walter, 9; son, 

Willard, 9 (apparently twins); son, Reuben, 7, and son, Lewis, 1.  Perhaps his wife died 

within the last year? 

Warner 

Edward P. 

Edward P. Warner pursued his education in the public schools, completing high school in 

Milan.  The farming knowledge he gained in his youth was of the utmost value in his later 

years when he worked the home farm. He married Miss Minnie E. McMullin on Dec. 21, 

1892. She was the daughter of James and Polly McMullin of York twp. They now have one 

son, Raymond, who was born May 20, 1897.   

Warner 

Edward 

Edward P. Warner is a member of the Masonic and the Knights of Pythias lodges in Milan. 

He is a democrat. He was treasurer of York township in 1897 and 1898, and for four terms, 



from 1901 until 1905, was supervisor.  Source:  Past and Present of Washtenaw County, 

Michigan by Samuel W.Beakes, 1906, p. 130-131. 

Warner 

Edward P. 

Edward P. Warner died July 3, 1923, he lived in York township. Source: Marble Park 

cemetery.  See also Find A Grave Memorial# 137110800 

Warner E. E. P. Warner, a life long resident of Milan and vicinity, died Tuesday morning (July 3).  He 

was born in York township and lived there all his life.  He moved into Milan village about 

10 years ago, living on West Main street. He was a member of Milan Lodge No. 323, the 

Chapter and the Knights of Pythias. He was also a Past Master of the Lodge. He has been 

connected with Hasley and Company for the past 14 years. He leaves his wife, one son 

Raymond, an aged father, and two brothers.  Source: Obit, published July 5, 1923. 

Warner 

Edward 

Edward Philo Warnen of this village [Milan] passed away at the University Hospital at Ann 

Arbor, on July 3, [1923] after a serious illness of four months duration. He was a life long 

resident of this community having been born one mile west of the village. Fourteen years 

ago he moved to Milan and associated himself with F. G. Hasley and Co., in the Grain and 

Agricultural Implement business, which he continued up to his last illness. He was married 

to Minnie Estella McMullen, of Mooreville, Dec. 21, 1892, who survives him, as also does a 

son, Raymond Chase Warner, his father and two brothers, Homer and Jesse. He was a 

member of the Knights of Pythias and Milan Lodge F. & A. M. No. 323 and a Milan chapter 

R. A. M. and Chapter 106 O. E. S. He was laid to rest with full Masonic honors. Source: 

original news clipping dated July 5, 1923, found in a scrapbook which was donated to 

Warren Hale. 

Warner 

Emma 

See “Warner, Cynthia” for information. 

Warner 

Eugene 

Eugene Warner for many years a resident of this neighborhood died at Ypsilanti Wednesday 

night. He formerly lived at Azalia. He died of pneumonia. Funeral will be hled from 102 

Summit Street at Ypsilanti and burial will be in Dundee. Source: Obituary, no year given. 

Warner 

Frank 

Frank J. Warner was b. April 24, 1870 in York twp. His father: Adelbert Warner, b. NY, 

farmer. Mother: Sarah Warner, b Mich. Frank also had a twin brother, but the twin was 

stillborn, and not given a name.   Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1. p. 176 

Warner  

H. John 

H. John Warner, hotelkeeper. P.O. York.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County 

Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

Warner 

Harrison 

Harrison Warner, son of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner, was born in Phelps, NY 

Oct. 8, 1815. He died in Saline, MI Jan. 30, 1895.  He married Emily E. Davenport, She was 

b. in 1823 and d. in Saline in 1900.  They had 3 children: (1) Oliver M. Warner, b. in York, 

Michigan, 1841. He died 1864. He was in Co. C, 5th Mich. Cavalry Sharpshooters, and was 

shot by Colonel Mosby’s guerillas. (2) Jane Warner  b. in York, Mich. Married Anson 

Harmon. (3) John Warner, b. in York, 1854, d. in York 1891.   

Warner 

Helen 

Helen E. (Warner) Gauntlett, wife of William Gauntlett, died at the family residence near 

Mooreville on Aug. 15, 1885, aged 31 years. Source: newspaper clipping.  See “Gauntlett.” 

Warner 

Helen E. 

Helen Emerett Warner was born Dec. 30, 1854 in York township.  Source: Gauntlett family 

bible. 

Warner 

Homer 

Edward P. Warner, son of William Warner, was born in York twp on June 30, 1870. He was 

a farmer all his life. His father, William H. Warner, was also a farmer, with 114 acres.  

William had been born in York Township. William’s father, Homer Warner, was a native of 

NY, settling in York twp. when the road between Saline and Monroe, now called the old 

territorial road, was nothing but an Indian trail.  Homer’s [second] wife is now one of the 

oldest ladies living in Washtenaw county [around 1906 when Washtenaw County Past and 

Present was published].  Mrs. Homer Warner came from NY with her father by way of 

Toledo, then driving across the country to Milan. The Indians at that time were far more 

numerous than the white settlers in the Milan area.   Homer died in 1900 at the age of 86. 

(Homer born about 1814) 
Warner J. 

A. 

“Warner, J. A. junk” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. Apparently this man 

was a recycler. 
Warner 

James 

James Warner received land from Benjamin Davis and Caroline A. Davis his wife, and 

Cyrus A. Davis and Ann J. his wife. Sale date was Jan.30, 1860. Liber 53 p. 64. Property 

including or near 620 Mooreville Rd. just west of the grocery store. Washtenaw Register of 

Deeds.  In Feb. 1864, James Warner (no wife) transferred the same land to Emily Warner, 

but she couldn’t pay the $400 mortgage so the land was sold in foreclosure in 1889 to 

Buckley W. Marble in a sheriff’s sale. 



Warner 

James 

Sept. 27, 2012 email. Dear Martha. I am a descendant of Homer Warner. My paperwork 

says: I am a descendant of Homer and Marie (Sherman) Warner. Homer's son James Alvin 

Warner (1838 - January 6, 1892). 
James married Abigail Showers in Clare, MI in 1870.  One of their children was Alvin A. 

Warner (December 13, 1871 - August 21, 1923, my grandfather. Homer alsohad a son, 

Charles S. Warner (February 28, 1847 -February 12, 1914). Charles was a Civil War P.O.W. 

From:  James M. Warner, 309 Darelnor Street, Cadillac, MI. 49601. 

Warner 

Jefferson 

Jefferson Warner was the son of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner.  He was b. in 

Phelps, Ontario county, NY on June 7, 1809. He died in York township, Washtenaw county, 

April 7, 1878. He married Susan Burnett in Orleans county, NY. She was b. May 8, 1816 

and died April 15, 1880 in Moorsville, Nash County, Michigan.  See Warner Family book p. 

459, published 1919.  Their children were born in York township.  (1) Anna Giuletta Warner 

b. Oct. 20, 1836; m. Otis Adams Critchett. (2) Isadore Warner, b. Mar. 1, 1838, d. Dec. 26, 

1901, resided in Clint, Texas. Isadore married William Stanfield. She and William had 

several children.  (3) Almira Amelia Warner, b. Sept. 10, 1839 or 1840; d. Dec. 26, 1902 at 

Clint, Texas, buried in Monroe, Michigan, where she had resided.  (4) Harriet Warner, b. 

Sept. 20, 1841; lives near Milan, Mich. She married Samauel Clark in Saline on Feb. 22, 

1861.  (5) Prudence Warner, b. May 4, 1847.  She was married in Ypsilanti and went to 

Oregon to live. (6) Eugene A. Warner, b. Dec. 4, 1849, d. Apr. 17, 1903.  (7) Louisa Warner, 

b. Feb. 4, 1851 at Ann Arbor. Married in Saline Jan. 2, 1881 to John J. Schairer, and went to 

live in Clint, Texas. 

Warner 

Jesse  

b. 1786 

Jesse Warner, third son of Jesse and Sarah (Warriner) Warner, was born in Conway, Mass. 

Jan. 23, 1786 (or Dec. 23, 1785.) He died in York twp. April 5, 1861. In 1796, he went with 

his parents to the town of Phelps, Ontario county, NY. They settled on the first hill east of 

the village of Orleans. About 1833 he “removed” to Michigan and settled in York twp. He 

became a delegate to the Second Constitutional Convention for Michigan in 1836.  He 

married Margaret Hutchison, who was born in Phelps, NY Dec. 15, 1792. The wife died in 

York Sept. 19, 1849.  They had two children when Jesse joined the military for the War of 

1812.  His difficulties are described on p. 319 “The Descendants of Andrew Warner” 1919. 
They had 13 children: (1) Jeffferson, b. June 7, 1809; (2) Asenath Warner, b. Jan. 11 or 19, 

1811, died in York; (3) Almira Warner, b. Nov. 27 or 29, 1813; d. in York Feb. 27, 1839. (4) 

Harrison, b. Oct. 8, 1815; (5) Mary, b. Jan. 15, 1818, or Nov.15, 1817; married Parlia 

Phillips. (6) Caroline Warner, b. May 7, 1820, married John Hand; (7) Lyman Warner, b. 

May 23,1822; (8) Sarah A. Warner, b. April 14, 1825; (9) Jesse Warner 4th, b. April 30, 

1827, married Mary Eliza Kelsey. (10) William Oliver Warner, b. July 13,1829; (11) 

Elizabeth Warner, b. May 1,1832; (12) Albert Warner, b. Dec. 13, 1834, married Sarah A. 

Waugh; (13) Margaret Warner, b. Aug. 11, 1837, married Elijah Ellis Kellogg.      

Warner 

Jesse 

Jesse Warner was born April 30, 1827 in Phelps, Ontario County, NY. Source: Gauntlett 

family Bible. 

Warner 

Jesse 

Jesse Warner was born Ap. 30, 1827, and died Sept. 3, 1895 in York township, at the age of 

68 years. Source: Gauntlett family Bible. 

Warner 

Jesse 

Jesse Warner was born in 1878 and died April 6, 1942. Source: Marble Park cemetery. 

Warner 

Jesse 

Jesse Warner, farmer, sec. 31, York Twp, was born in NY April 30, 1827.  His parents, Jesse 

and Margaret [Hutchison] Warner, natives of Ontario Co., NY, emigrated to this county in 

1835, locating on Sec. 31, York twp, where the latter [mother] died Sept. 1849, and the 

former [father], April 1861.  Jesse Warner was married April 12, 1853, to Mary E. Wilcox, 

born in 1835, daughter of Daniel E. and Mary Wilcox*, who came to Washtenaw county in 

1835.  They have 3 children: Helen E., born Dec. 30, 1854, wife of William Gauntlett; 

Delia, born in 1861, and Ada L. born March 31, 1865.  Mr. Warner is the present Supervisor 

of York township, which office he has acceptably filled for five years.  He owns 144 acres of 

well-improved land, valued at $60 per acre.  He is a Democrat. (From History of Washtenaw 

County 1881 page 1435).  [NOTE: Jesse’s wife was probably Mary Eliza Kelsey, not 

Wilcox.  Mary’s mother’s maiden name was Wilcox. See Warner family book, p. 462.] 
Warner 

Jesse 

Jesse Warner and Mary Kelsey were married April 12, 1853 in York township.  Source: 

Gauntlett family Bible.  Note: handwriting indicates a long list of names and dates were 

written at the same time by the same person. 

Warner 

John 

See “Warner, Cynthia” for information. 



Warner 

John 

John Warner died Feb. 21, 1923. His wife Emma Warner came from Nova Scotia, Canada.  

Emma was b. 1859 and died in 1934. She is buried beside her husband at Marble Park 

Cemetery. 

Warner 

June 

June Warner, a white male, was a farmer, age 25, when census taker arrived at his home in 

Milan Township in 1880.  He lived with wife Emma, 22, and son Claud, 3. 

Warner 

Lizzie 

Lizzie Adell Warner was born Feb. 8, 1861 in York twp. Source: Gauntlett family Bible. 

Warner 

Lyman 

Lyman Warner, 58, was a farmer, b. in NY when census taker stopped by his home in Milan 

Township in 1880.  His wife Azuba Wyman was 52 and b. in NY. 

Warner 

Lyman 

Lyman Warner, son of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner, was b. in Phelps, NY May 

23, 1822.  He died June 3, 1893 at his home in Milan, Monroe County, where he had been a 

farmer. He married Azuba Near. She was b. Sept. 30, 1827 and d. March 6, 1908.  They had 

3 children: (1) Elizabeth Warner, died in infancy. (2) Ulysses J. Warner, b. March 19, 1850 

in Milan, he married Estella Barnam (3) Jane Lyman Warner, b. in Milan March 19, 1855. 

Warner 

Maria 

Maria Warner was b. Dec.12, 1827 in Oswego County, NY and died Aug. 9, 1920. Source: 

Roscoe “Rocky” Flack of Marble Park Cemetery. 

Warner 

Maria 

Maria Sherman b in Oswego County, NY [about 1827]. She was the oldest daughter of John 

and Johanne Sherman. She came to Mich. with her parents at age 10.  She died Aug. 10, 

1920 at the home of her [step] grandson, E. P.Warner [Edward P. Warner].  She was married 

to #1 Daniel Kelsey in 1848 and had 2 children, Mrs. Baxter VanWormer [Betsey]  and Mrs. 

Stephen Evans [Susan].  In 1853 she married  #2 Homer Warner.  Homer died Sept. 17, 

1900.  She was endeared to his son William Warner of Prescott, Mich. and his daughter, 

Mrs. Jane Craig of Milan.   Note:  Mrs. Evans died before 1926, according to a penciled note 

on Maria’s obituary.  Note: See photo #1272 showing “Grandma Warner” barefoot with 

cow.  She is also shown with her step-son William at the birthday party of Susan Chase.  

Note: Susan Sherman Chase was Maria’s younger sister. See also “VanWormer Elizabeth.” 
Warner 

Mary 

Mary Warner, daughter of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner, b. Jan. 15, 1818 or Nov. 

15, 1817.  See “Phillips, Parlia.”  From Warner book, published 1919. 

Warner 

Minnie 

Minnie Warner was b. Dec. 22, 1868 in Mooreville. She died March 5, 1937. 

Source: Marble park cemetery. 

Warner 

Oliver 

Oliver Lester Warner was b. July 1, 1814.  His parents, sisters and brothers are listed under 

“Lucinda Rice” in this index.  See Warner book, p.318. He was born in Hopewell, NY. He 

lived near Saline, Mich. He died Nov. 2, 1891.  He married Mary Ann Phelps on Oct. 9, 

1834.  She was b. Jan. 5, 1817 in Ontario County,  NY.  In 1881, they had 4 children living. 

(1) Cone C. Warner, b. in Ontario County, Aug. 28, 1835.  Cone moved to Lodi Township in 

Washtenaw County and was a farmer near Saline.  Cone married Armina Sheldon on Dec. 

29, 1859. Armina was b. in Washtenaw County Aug. 15, 1838.  (2) Clark, who died near 

Ann Arbor at age 18. (3) William P. Warner, lived in Pittsfield Township. (4) Oliver Lester, 

Jr. who died w/o children. (5) Eva Warner Sperry, lives near Ann Arbor. (6) Mary L. Warner 

Hill, lives near Eva.    

Warner  

Raymond 

“Raymond Warner Received Degree” [1929] 

The degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred onRaymond C. Warner at the University of 

Michigan last Monday morning. Mr.Warner wasoneof a class of 160 to receive the degree. 

Mr. Warner is the son of Mrs. Minnie Warner and is one of Milan’s popular young men. 

Mr. Warner graduated from Milan High School in 1917 and entered the College of 

Pharmacy at theUniversity of Michigan the following September, graduating with the 

degrees of Ph. C. and Bachelor of Science in 1921. While in school in Milan he was active 

in athletic competition of various sorts, and was a star on the basketball team duringthe 

winter of 1916-17 when the local boys made a good showing in the state tournaments. He 

was also connected with the Miller Drug Store here for some time. 

Following his graduation from the university he was instructor in Chemistry and physics in 

Milan High School, for a year, going from here to head the department of sciences  in Mt. 

Clemens High School. He spent one year travelingin Europe, England and spent some time 

in Scotland. 

Dr. Warner expects to spend four years in interne work in Ann Arbor, specializing in 

diseases of thehead, especially in the surgery of the eye, nose and throat as well asa doing 

considerable research work in surgery of the face and neck. He will work with Dr. Parker, of 

Ann Arbor, noted specialist along this lineof surgery and considered one of the best in the 

country. Source: original news clipping glued into a scrapbook, given to Warren Hale, then 



placed with the Milan Area Historical Society. 

Warner 

Samuel 

On Jan. 11, 1870, nine trustees from the Azalia Methodist Church purchased a lot from 

Horace and Hannah Bisbee. The lot ran 160 feet west from the center of the road, and was 

100 feet wide.  The trustees were Shubel Lewis, Charles M. Baker, Lathan Bunce, Osborn 

Case, Justus Allen, Sayre Reeves, Ruben Allen, Samuel Warner, and Nelson Baird.  Source: 

“A Century of Methodism at Azalia” by Rev. Ronald Brunger, 1956. 

Warner 

Sarah 

Sarah A.Warner, daughter of Jesse and Margaret (Hutchison) Warner, b. in Phelps, NY 

April 14, 1825. She died in York, Mich. Feb. 2, 1890.  She was married twice.  First Curtis 

Harmon; children were Estella Harmon and For a Harmon. Then Ezra O. Parker; children 

were Helen Parker, Lizzie Parker, and Clark Parker. Source: Warner book, p. 461. 

Warner 

Savira 

Savira Warner died Oct. 15, 1870 of a bee sting, in York twp. She was married, age 24. 

Parents: John and Emily Chase of Michigan.  Source: Washtenaw death records. 

Warner 

Ulisus 

Ulisus Warner, 30, a farmer, answered the questions of a census taker in Milan Township, 

1880.  His wife, Estella Warner, was 27. The daughter, Maud, 8, also lived there. 

Warner 

William 

William H. Warner was reared in a frontier environment. He still resides on his farm in York 

twp. He married Miss Sevira Chase, of Monroe county, who died at the age of 22 when her 

son Edward was only 3 months old. The father afterward married again, his second marriage 

to Miss Mary Bird, and by this marriage there was one son, Homer B., who is now living in 

South Bend, Indiana.  Source:  Past and Present of Washtenaw County, Michigan by Samuel 

W. Beakes, 1906, p. 130-131.  [Note: William’s father was Homer Warner.] 
Warner  

W. H. 

In the Milan Leader, Dec. 14, 1911, a news item stated that a board was elected for the 

Union Church board of trustees.  Charles Gauntlett, chairman.  C. H. Wilson, secretary. W. 

H. Warner, treasurer. Jos. Raymond, trustee. Frank Conde, trustee. 

Warner 

William H 

William H. Warner 1845 - 1927. Sarah his wife 1846 - 1870.  Mary E. his wife 1854-1875.  

Elizabeth C. his wife 1852-1923.  Baby gravestone nearby.  Marble Memorial Park grave. 

Warner 

William H 

Feb. 2, 1887. Charles H. Wilson, Alzina A. Wilson, William H. Warner and Mary E. Warner 

sold lot 6 of Wilson and Warner addition to the Village of Milan. The buyer: Jacob Ferman 

of Milan, Monroe County. Price: $140.  L 117, p.208.  George R. Williams, Notary Public. 

Peter Hinckley, witness. 

Warner 

William 

Henry 

William H. Warner was born Feb. 2, 1845 at Milan, Mich., and died July 5, 1927 at 

Twining, Mich., aged 82 years, 5 months and 3 days. Most of his life was spent at Milan. He 

was married three times and had one son by each marriage. He was converted at an early age 

and joined the Free Methodist Church. He leaves two sons, Homer B., of Twining, and 

Jessie D., of Bay City; four grandchildren etc. Funeral services were held Thursday 

afternoon at the Free Methodist Church by the pastor. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. 

Source: Genealogist Friend, Vol. 4 page 28, Milan Public Library. 

Warner 

William 

Henry 

William H. Warner was reared in a frontier environment. He still resides on his farm in York 

twp. He married Miss Savira Chase, of Monroe county, who died at the age of 22 when her 

son Edward was only 3 months old. The father afterward married again, his second marriage 

to Miss Mary Bird, and by this marriage there was one son, Homer B., who is now living in 

South Bend, Indiana. Source: Past and Present of Washtenaw County, Michigan by Samuel 

W. Beakes, 1905, page 130-131. [Note: William’s father was Homer Warner and mother 

Phebe Meade. Michigan marriages indicate that William Warner, born about 1845, married 

Oct. 31, 1876 at Washtenaw County to Mary Elizabeth Bruse, born about 1852.]  Find a 

grave, 71604669. 

Warner 

William O. 

On Nov. 17, 1868 William O. Warner of York township bought land from Peter Johnson of 

York for $500. An undivided one half interest in Mooreville property: Lots 1 2 3 in block 1 

south range 1 west. HOTEL. Also: start at the SE corner of block 1 south range 1 west, back 

to the river, then to Mill Street (back yard behind Hotel). Subject to two mortgages totaling 

$2,012 and interest. J. R. Bowers, Justice of the Peace. Liber 66, page 432. 

Warner 

William O. 

William O. Warner and Peter Johnson of York township paid $3,700 on Dec. 30, 1867 for 

land in Mooreville. The sellers were Thomas White and his wife Jane of York township. 

Lots 1, 2, and 3 in block 1 south range 1 west. (HOTEL). Also land commencing at the SE 

corner of block 1 south range 1 west, back to the river (back yard of hotel). Subject to a 

mortgage. Signed by J. R. Bowers. Liber 69, page 94, Washtenaw Register of Deeds. 

Warner 

William O. 

William O. Warner and Catherine L. Warner, his wife, of York township, sold land to Ezra 

O. Parker of Saline for $4,000 on March 5, 1869. Lots 1, 2, and 3 in block 1 south range 1 

west, Village of Mooreville. (HOTEL). Also land south of it to the river.  Liber 70, page 68 

Washtenaw Register of Deeds. 



Warner 

William O. 

Pvt. William Oliver Warner is found in Find a Grave # 76892801. He was born July 13, 

1829 in NY and died July 21, 1900 in Saline. Buried in Mooreville cemetery. His parents 

were Jesse and Margaret Hutchinson Warner. He served in the Civil War. Married Catherine 

Louise Berry in Ann Arbor on Sept. 25, 1853. She was born 1836. He had quite a few sisters 

and brothers, who apparently influenced his real estate transactions. His sister Almira (1815-

1895) married Elijah Ellis, that is the name of the man who built the first brick store in York 

Township-- still standing on the SE corner of Main and Wabash in Milan. His brother 

Harrison Warner (1815-1895) ran a hotel in Saline. He married Emily E. Davenport, whose 

family may have run the general store in Mooreville for a generation. His sister Sarah A. 

(1825-1890) married Curtis Harmon, and then her second husband was Ezra O. Parker, of 

Mooreville Hotel fame. 

Warner 

William 

William Warner owned and lived in a house at 587 Mooreville Road, on the south side of 

the road, just west of the present-day  Kroger grocery store.  The house he lived in is not 

there any more. Source: Jack Butler, who lived close by. 
Warner  

U.J. 

Mr. and Mrs. U. J. Warner were the parents of Mrs.A  E. Montonye, and when the daughter 

died, her remains were taken to the Warner home in Mooreville. See “Montonye.” 

Warsaw 

Helen 

Helen was the adopted daughter of Joel and Florence Marble. Helen was the biological 

daughter of William E. Swayze anad Reumah Day. Helen was born Aug. 17, 1898 in 

Ypsilanti. See Helen Marble. Helen married Horace G. Warsaw (1898-1954). Helen died in 

Milan in 1925. Later Horace married #2 Norabel. Source: Find a grave, see her memorial 

number 52671805. 

Warsaw 

Helen 

Helen Lydia, wife of Mr. H. G. Warsaw and beloved daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Marble, 

passed away at her home in Detroit Sunday afternoon, January 25 th, 1925. Mrs. Warsaw 

was born to Mr. and Mrs. William Swayze near Willis June 9, 1898. Two months later she 

was left motherless. The following October she was happily received and welcomed in her 

new home with Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Marble, at Milan, where she soon won her way deeply 

and lastingly in the hearts and affections of her foster parents and her cheerfulness lightened 

the burdens of their home life. In the years which followed her through her school life, her 

jovial spirit won for her loving affections of school mates and instructors, she became a 

prominent light among the twenty-four bright stars of the Milan High School class of 1917. 

She became deeply interested in Sunday School and Epworth League work in the M. E. 

church and helpfully took part in their entertainments. She was united in marriage to Mr. H. 

G. Warsaw in the early fall of 1917, and shortly thereafter took up their home in Detroit, 

where they resided until finally called upon to lay aside her joys, her labors and anxieties of 

this life. After patiently suffering intensely for months, she peacefully yielded to the 

Master’s call to that beautiful home beyond, of which by her own lips gave a glimpse by 

explaining: “Oh, what sweet fragrant flowers and Oh! What a wonderful blue sky above.” 

The remains were borne to the M. E. church by six of her school and classmates, where 

impressive services were conducted by the pastor, Rev. C. L. Adams, assisted by Rev. 

Howard A. Field of the Wesleyan church of Detroit, who knew her in her childhood days 

and comforted her by his prayers within the last few hours of her suffering, giving us 

increased confidence that soon again, we shall happily meet in that beautiful garden of 

flowers to which she referred. The male quartette, Mr. Leland Schultz, Mr. Willard Auten, 

Mr. Grant Laskey, and Mr. Stanley Auten, accompanied by Mrs. L. C. Spink, rendered three 

beautiful selections, expressive of hope and a blessed assurance. The banks of lovely flowers 

so lavishly contributed by her many friends and neighbors, gave evidence of their 

affectionate esteem for her and her bereaved family, who deeply mourn her going and those 

left to mourn besides her husband and parents are her auntie, Mrs. M. A. Wallace, and one 

sister, Mrs. Ehlenburg, of Milan, and one brother, Mr. Glenn Swayze of Ypsilanti; and a host 

of dear friends and the remain twenty-three classmates. 

NOTE: Mrs. Mary Wallace was the sister of Helen’s adoptive father, Joel Marble. 

Source: Crude scrapbook, page 79 

 

WASKUL 
Waskul 

Anna 

Anna Waskul, 1904 - 1987. William J. Waskul: 1887 - 1963.  Paul Waskul: 1921 - 1965.  

Source: Marble Park Cemetery grave stones. 

Waskul 

William 

William Waskul was killed in an auto accident in 1963.  His wife died in 1986 or 88, her 

name was Anna.  They had four children, all boys.  Their names: Paul William, Joseph, Carl, 

and Alex.  The oldest, Paul William, died in the same auto accident as his father.  The family 



was raised in Augusta Township and attended Lincoln Schools.  The parents are buried in 

Marble Park Cemetery in Milan. 

Waugh 

James 

James W. Waugh, farmer, sec. 31, was born in VT Sept. 1, 1816. Parents: Nathaniel and 

Mary Waugh, the former a native of Vermont, and the latter of New Hampshire. They came 

to Washtenaw county in 1832. He was married in Vermont in 1837, to Abigail Phillips, who 

was born in New York, December, 1823. Two children were born to this marriage-Sarah A., 

wife of Albert Warner, of this county, and Nancy, a resident of Livingston Co., Mich. Mrs. 

Waugh died in 1847, and in 1849 Mr. W. married Mrs. Rhoda Stone, who was born in New 

York in 1823. She had 2 children by her first marriage-William I. and Francis E. Mrs. 

(Rhoda) Waugh is a member of the Baptist Church. Mr. Waugh believes in the universal 

salvation of all mankind, and is a Democratic in politics. Source: History of Washtenaw 

County, 1881, page 1436. 
Weaver 

Gerald 

(Jerry) 

Jerry Weaver was Dec. 26, 1933. He has lived all his life in Milan. Wife: Barbara. 

Information over the phone January 26, 2021. He says his father, James Weaver, was born in 

1889 in Knoxville,Tennessee. Soon after, James’ mother died, James’ older brother took him 

up to Michigan. James was working for the railroad in Cone near the elevator, and met his 

wife, Eva Smith, who had lived in Cone all her life. Jerry says his mother, Eva, was born in 

1890. 

Weaver 

Eva 

Eva Smith Weaver, 88, died Dec. 17, 1978 at Saline Evangelical Home. She had lived at 233 

Ideal, Milan.  She was b. Sept. 6, 1890 in Cone. She was daughter of Henry and Stella 

Connett Smith. On July 22, 1914 she married James Weaver in Monroe. He died Dec. 22, 

1964. Survivors: one son, Gerald. She was buried at Rice Cemetery. Rev. Vern Campbell 

officiated at her funeral. Source: Ann Arbor News obit, Chelsea library. 

 

 

WEBB 
Webb 

Catherine 

Catherine Kanouse Webb was born June 16, 1824 and died March 18, 1902 in Milan. She 

married Myron Webb.  She had two daughters, Idalene Webb Bender b. May 23, 1858, and 

Emily Emogene Webb Blackmer, b. June 19, 1845.  Catherine had a brother, Walter, who 

lived near Milan.  She had a sister, Mary Kanouse, who married Myron’s brother Edwin.     

Webb 

Catherine 

Myron and Catherine Kanouse Webb had two children: (1) Emily Emogene Webb 

(Blackmer) born June 19, 1845, and (2) Idalene Webb (Bender) born May 23, 1858. 

Webb 

Edwin 

Edwin D. Webb, farmer, sec. 20, was born in New York, Nov. 1, 1830. His parents, Pascal 

and Linna (Monk) Webb, emigrated to this county in 1835. Mr. [Edwin] Webb was married 

in 1857, to Mary A. Kanouse, who was born in New Jersey in July, 1839. They have two 

children-Milton H., born April 24, 1859, and Ottie M., born Feb. 19, 1873. Mr. Webb has 

held several positions of honor and trust in York tp., and is a member of the Masonic 

fraternity. He and wife are members of the M. E. Church. Mr. Webb owns 80 acres of fertile 

land.  Source: Washt County History 1881 Chapman p. 1435. 

Webb 

Edgar 

Edgar Webb.  Died Aug. 14, 1858, buried in Judd Cemetery. Age 49 years, 4 months.  So he 

was born about 1808 approximately.   Could he be Paschal’s brother? 

Webb 

Edwin 

Mrs. Edwin Webb Dead: 

Again death’s angel has come and taken a beloved and devoted companion, sister and 

mother. Mary Ann Kanouse was born July 9, 1838. February 9, 1857 she was married to 

Edwin D. Webb. The greater part of their union was spent in Saline village and on a farm 

three miles south, until a few years ago when they disposed of their property here and went 

to Ypsilanti where they have since lived. At the time of the cyclone three years ago Mrs. 

Webb received a shock which she never fully recovered from, and for the past six months 

she has been a patient sufferer until death came at an early hour August 9. Strange as it may 

seem, her death, marriage and birth each occurred on the 9th of the different months. Mrs. 

W. was a Christian woman and had many devoted friends wherever she was and her home 

was always a welcome place for her friends. The obsequies were held Tuesday afternoon 

and the remains placed in the Ypsilanti cemetery. A devoted husband, one son, one 

daughter, one granddaughter, two sisters and one brother survive her. [Saline newspaper 

Aug. 13, 1896] 

Webb 

family 

The Webb family was operating a grocery and meat market in Saline village.  Source:  F. H. 

Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 1878-79, Saline Village section. 

Webb After the funeral for Mrs. Idalene Webb Bender, her remains were brought to Milan for 



Idalene burial at Marble Park Cemetery.  She died Jan. 26, 1935 at age 77.  She was an early resident 

of Saline.  She was born May 23, 1858. Her father, Myron Webb, was once the sheriff of 

Washtenaw county.  She taught school, then married late in life, on Sept. 3, 1925.  Her 

husband, Frank Bender, died 3 years before she did.  Surviving are her two nieces, Mrs. 

Cynthia Farmer, Mrs. Kenneth Noble, and three nephews, Webb Blackmer, DeVere 

Blackmer, all of Milan, and Thurlow Blackmer of Fowlerville. 

Webb 

Julana 

Joseph Kelsey, 24, and Julana Webb, 21, both of York township, were married in York 

township May 26, 1839 by Stephen Goodman,  N. D. M. Witnessed by Edward Webb and 

James M. Kelsey. Source: Washtenaw marriage records Vol. 1 page 30. 

Webb Mary Mary B. Webb Hathaway was born 1816 in NY, died in York Twp April 17, 1873 age 57. 

Occupation: farmer, married. Her parents: Pascal Webb and Lavina Webb. Ancestry. 

Webb, 

Milton H. 

Born 1859 on a farm in York township, grew up in Saline, married Millie I. Eddy in 1880. 

Retailer in Saline, then Ypsilanti. Died at age 61 years. Burial in Highland cemetery. Source: 

full story on page 55 Crude Scrapbook. Estimated date of death: 1859 plus 61 = 1920 Note: 

Milton was the son of Edwin and Mary Webb. 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb and his brother Edwin both married Kanouse girls. So, two sisters married two 

brothers. 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb was born June 30, 1823 and died Oct. 4, 1910. He was the father of Idalene 

Webb and Emily Webb Blackmer.  He was married to Catherine Kanouse Webb on Feb. 21, 

1844.  He is said to have been originally from LeRoy, NY, and his wife from Patterson, NJ. 

The Kanouse family originated in Holland. 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb resided in Sec. 1, Saline Village; he was born in NY; he settled in Saline in 

1836; he is a dealer in hardware and agricultural implements and blankets. Source: 

Washtenaw Atlas of 1874, page 124. 

Webb 

Myron 

It may be a coincidence that Lucretia Gillett, Saline’s only professional photographer for 

about 30 years, was from LeRoy, NY.  Myron Webb was also from LeRoy.  Lucretia took 

pictures in Saline until 1889 when she went to California. Source: Bob Lane, Saline 

historian. 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb is listed as “President” apparently he was president of Saline.  Source:  F. H. 

Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 1878-79, Saline Village section. 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb was the sheriff of Washtenaw County, elected sometime in the 1870’s.  During 

that time he refused to go to Ann Arbor.  He wouldn’t leave his home in Saline.  If 

something needed to be done in Ann Arbor, he sent his deputies.  When the next election 

came up, the Democrats found someone else to run for Sheriff besides Myron Webb.  

Source: Bob Lane, Saline historian 

Webb 

Myron 

Myron Webb had a foundry business in Saline.  Source: Bob Lane, Saline historian.  Note: 

an atlas of Saline shows a foundry in town and uses the name “Webb.” 

Webb 

Myron 

1870 census shows Myron Webb, 47, as a hardware merchant, born NY. Catherine is 45, 

born NJ. Idalene is 11, born NY Joshua Webb is 55, born NY, a gardener. Anna Rork, 18, is 

a school teacher, born in NY Martin V. Rork is 30, born in NY, teaching school. Charles M. 

Webb is 28, born in Mich., works as a store clerk. 

Webb 

Myron 

Death record for Myron Webb says he was born 1823, died Oct. 4, 1910 in Milan, age 87. 

His father’s name: Paschal D. Webb. Ancestry. 

Webb 

Myron 

1910 census in Milan Village, York township. Blackmer, Emily E. is head of household. She 

was born in NY and her occupation is “own income.” Vere, 22, is her son, and is a salesman 

in a dry goods store. Dr. Kenneth Noble is 26, Emily’s son-in-law, his occupation is 

“General Practice.” Bertha Noble is 32, Emily’s daughter. Juanita is 8 (Bertha’s daughter). 

Myron Webb is 86. Frank Farmer is 20, salesman in drug store, he is Emily’s grandson. 

Webb 

Myron 

From the Saline Observer, Thursday, February 22, 1894: The Golden Wedding: 

It was a pleasant gathering that met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Myron Webb last evening 

to celebrate an occasion that but few are permitted to enjoy.  A golden wedding or fiftieth 

anniversary as we term it, is an event beyond the reach of most all matrimonial ties.  

February 21st 1844 in a little log cabin in York township occurred the happy marriage of 

Myron Webb to Miss Catharine Kanouse.  The little home at that time was but a single room 

habitation, yet it afforded doubtless more real pleasure than many of the palaces of today.  

Fifty long and happy years they have been permitted to enjoy life’s blessings together and to 

unite toil and effort into that which to them seemed good.  Last evening February 21st at 

9:50 o’clock the sacred tie which was given them a half century ago was by Rev. T.G. Potter 

in his pleasing manner renewed, four generations in line with upwards of a half score of 



grandchildren on either side, the silver haired couple readily responded to the questions 

given them and launched out into life anew.  There were present two daughters, one son-in-

law, four grandsons, four granddaughters, one grandson-in-law, one granddaughter-in-law 

and two great grandchildren who surrounded the bride and groom and in order according to 

age indulged freely in congratulations.  Several very appropriate solos by A.F. Clark were 

then sung.  Miss Muriel Webb of Ypsilanti also sang two of her little songs which were 

listened to with much pleasure.  Supper was then announced and the jolly party headed by 

the silvery heads of time marched into their allotted places where a most sumptuous repast 

was served.  The presents were many and costly and will long [be] a happy memento of the 

pleasant gathering.  A hearty handshake with best wishes of a similar occasion fifty years 

hence, and a good night, concluded the evening. 
There were present from abroad to attend the golden wedding:  Mrs. W. Farnum of Toledo, 

Chas. Blackmer and family of Milan, Thurlow Blackmer and wife, Milton Hitchcock and 

wife of Milan, Mrs. E.D. Webb and daughter May and Mrs. M.H. Webb and daughter 

Muriel, of Ypsilanti, B.F. Goodrich of Homer, A.M. Clark and wife, L. Bassett and wife and 

G.B. Mason and wife of Ann Arbor. 

Webb 

Paschal 

Pascal and Linna (Monk) Webb emigrated to this county [Washtenaw] in 1835. Source: 

Biography of Edwin Webb in 1881 Washtenaw History book. 

Webb 

Paschal D. 

Paschal D. Webb and his wife Lavina are buried in Judd Cemetery, according to gravestone 

readings.  There is also a grave there for Edgar, see separate listing.  His Find a Grave 

number is 54560525, 1783-Feb. 3, 1850. 

There is a US Census of Mortality Schdules 1850-1855 York township, found in Ancestry. 

Faschall D. Webb, 67, died in Feburary 1850, died of lung complaint after being ill 6 days. 

Occupation: cooper. 

Webb 

Pascal D. 

Pascal D. Webb transferred three-fourths of an acre of his land to the Township of York for 

use as a cemetery.  He was paid $30.  Date: March 26, 1839.   

Webb 

Pascal 

Find a grave shows him born 1783, died Feb. 3, 1850. 54560525. Photo of gravestone shows 

clearly he died in 1850. 

US Census of Mortality Schedules from 1850-1885 lists him as a death in York Township, 

Paschall D. Webb, died in February in the year ending June 1, 1850. He was ill 6 days 

before he died of “lung complaint.” His occupation: Cooper. 

Mary B. Webb Hathaway was born in 1816 in NY, died in York township April 17, 1873 

age 57, she is a farmer. Her parents: Pascal Webb and Lavina Webb. Source: death record. 

Death record of Myron Webb says he was born 1825, and died in Milan Oct. 4, 1910. His 

father’s name is listed as Pascal D. Webb. 

Webb 

Roxay 

Francis Lebanon, 27, and Roxay Webb, 20, both of York township, were married Dec. 9, 

1847 in York township by E. P. Marvin, V. D. M. Witnesses: Geo. Cook and Myron Webb. 

Source: Washtenaw marriage records, Vol. 1, page 443. 

Weber 

Gerald 

Served as mayor of Milan in approximately 1984. Occupation: 

 

WEBSTER 
Webster 

Charles 

Charles L. Webster was instantly killed Wednesday morning when a fast train on the 

Wabash Railroad hit the wagon in which he was riding toward his home south of the depot. 

Mr. Webster recently purchased the Milan Merchants Delivery service from Guy Towler 

and, as was his custom, was returning home for dinner. The fast west-bound train, which 

does not stop at Milan, hit the rig, throwing Mr. Webster against the signal tower. The 

wagon was completely demolished and little was left of the groceries. The horse was also 

killed. It is said the gates were being lowered when Mr. Webster drove onto the tracks.  Mr. 

Webster was the son of M&M C. M. Webster and has lived in the vicinity of Milan all his 

life. He was about 40 years old. He leaves a sister, wife, and daughter. 

Webster 

Charles L. 

There is a Charles L. Webster in Marble Cemetery, Milan, according to Find A Grave 

31117254. He lived from  1879 to 1923 according to his headstone. “Ella” shares the 

gravestone, she lived from  1883 to 1941. 

Webster 

Ethel 
Ethel Smuck, Mrs. Mark S. Webster, Find a Grave 150972376.    

Webster 

Harold 

Harold Chelsea Webster was born April (12?) 1924. Father: Mark Webster of Milan, born in 

Monroe county, a farmer. Mother: Ethel Smuck. Source: Milan births.  See photo #3312 



Webster 

Harold 

Harold Chelsea Webster was born April 12, 1924 in Monroe County, son of Ethel Smuck 

and Mark Webster. His parents were both born in Milan. Source: birth certificate. Find a 

Grave number is 150960363 
Webster 

Marion 
Marion Webster was born 1913, died at age 47. His nick name was “Webb.” His parents 

were Mark and Ethel Smuck Webster. His brother was Harold. Both of them delivered milk 

for Webster’s Dairy. Mairon’s wife was Katherin Gunther Webster. Eventually Marion left 

the dairy and went to work for Kaiser Fraser. He and his family lived next door to the dairy. 

Source: Marion’s daughter, Barbara Webster Riley. See Find a grave 150959507 . 
Webster  

M. D. 

1850? 

M. D. Webster’s death became known in Milan on Tuesday morning. He died in Toledo 

where he has made his residence for the past few months. Mr. Webster was for many years 

owner and manager of the Webster Hotel on Wabash Street and was well known in and 

around Milan. He was 71 years old and had been a resident of this section for many years. 

Funeral will be held from the former home in Lambertville. Source: Genealogist Friend at 

Milan Public Library. (Note: if he is “Mark D. Webster” he was b 1850 and died 1921 or 

1922) 

Webster  

Mark 

b 1889 

Mark Webster and his wife Ethel/Ethyl owned a dairy at 13873 Wabash in Milan.  Mark’s 

wife was a member of the Smuck family of Oakville. Their oldest son was Marion, youngest 

son was Harold.  The dairy was called “Sunrise Dairy” and later “Webster Dairy.” Source: 

WBW Nov. 16, 1987.  See also Find a Grave  150961174 . 
Webster 

Mark D. 

 b 1850 

Mark D. Webster was born Nov. 20, 1850 at Harpsfield, OH. He married Charlotte Clegg, 

who was born in March 1852 in England. (She immigrated to the US in1856.)  Mark and 

Charlotte had four children: (1) Carrie M. Webster, b. 1878; (2) Chelsey, male, b. Nov. 

1881; Mable M., b. Nov. 1884; and Mark S., b. May 1889. In 1890, the census describes 

Mark. D. Webster as a farmer, and his son Chelsey was a milk peddler. Source: Genealogist 

Friend, Milan Public Library 

Webster 

Mark D. 

Hotel 

Mark D. Webster built the Webster Hotel at 372-374 Wabash St. It still stands. The original 

hotel entrance is in the center; an additional entrance was added later to the right, it is now a 

duplex. Warren Hale told me it was built in about 1905. I don’t know how he found that out. 

Webster 

Mark S. 

Mark Sheldon Webster, born May 7, 1889, of Lambertville, married Ethel L. Smuck Feb. 

20, 1912 in London twp.  [See also “Smuck.”] His parents: Mark Dernier Webster and Lottie 

Lamkin Webster.  Mark Sheldon Webster was b May 7, 1889 and died in 1959.  He and 

Ethel had a son, Marion Willis, b. 1914; son Harold Webster, b. April 1924.  In 1920, the 

census showed Mark’s occupation “express wagon. “ In the 1930 census, “milk route.” 

Webster 

Mark S 

Mark Sheldon Webster, youngest of 4 children of Mark D. and Charlotte Webster, was b at 

Lamburtville, MI May 7, 1889. His parents moved to Milan. On Feb. 20, 1912 he married 

Ethel Smuck. In 1913 they moved to Toledo. In 1919 they returned to Milan where he has 

since resided. In 1920 he started in the milk business which he has followed through the 

years, adding, in 1939, the agency for Nash cars. He had been in poor health for some time 

before his death. Finally he was transferred to St. Joseph Hospital where, on Juy 13, death 

called him away from Earth. He leaves the wife, 2 sons, Marion of Oakville and Harold at 

home, one grand daughter, one brother, Charles Webster of Toledo, etc. Source: Genealogist 

friend, page 11, Milan Public Library. 

Webster 

Ozias 

Elizabeth Webster died April 25, 1846; her husband, Ozias Webster, died March 7, 1859, 

age 67. They are buried side-by-side at Rice cemetery. 

Webster 

Ozias. 

Ozias Webster is in Rice Cemetry according to Find A Grave number 58454831. He was 

born in 1786 in Litchfield, Conn.  He died March 7, 1853. His parents are listed on Find a 

Grave, and his son was Harvey Webster.   
Weidman 

E. G. 

He ran a Ford dealership at present-day Storl apartment building. He was there in 1925 and 

1926. He was there after Elon Gauntlett’s garage, but before Walt Draper’s Buick 

dealership. WBW 3-17-1982. Later Weidman left the West Main location and built a new 

place for himself on Wabash, had Gulf gas station and Ford dealership. Later Schultz family 

bought it and used it for Chrysler. See also photo #3765 showing Weidman owning the Storl 

location Ford dealership in Dec. 1919. See WIEDMAN 

Weisheit 

Heinz 

Heinz R. Weisheit was working as a Psychiatrist according to a Milan Rotary club 

membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949.  No residential address was given. 

 

WELCH 
Welch John John C. Welch, 21, married Grace A. Smith, 26, on Oct. 12, 1904 at Milan.  John was the 



son of Michael Welch and Ella Sherman.  John’s occupation: farmer. Grace was b. MI, 

daughter of Willim Smith and Emma (Emaline). She was previously married once.  Edward 

H. Vail, minister. Source: Monroe county marriage records. 
Welch 

Michael 

Michael Welch was 51, a farmer, and b. in Ireland, when he saw a census taker in 1880.  He 

lived in Milan Township with his wife, Margret, 57, who was also b. in Ireland. The lived 

with son John, 17; daughter Ellen, 14; daughter Mary A., 12; daughter Eliza, 9; and daughter 

Lucy, 1.   They were close neighbors to Thomas Welch. 

Welch 

Michael 

Nellie Clarissa Sherman was b. Jan. 7, 1868. She died in Milan Oct. 31, 1959. She married 

#1 Michael C. Welch, who d. Oct. 15, 1919.  She married husband #2, William Henry 

Williams, in 1920.  He died in 1947.  The Michael C. Welch family lived at 12844 Crowe 

Road in about 1902.  It may have still been a log cabin.  That log cabin was built around 

1883. 

Welch 

Michael 

Michael C. Welch was born Oct. 7, 1857 in Detroit. He died Oct. 15, 1919, age 62, 9 days. 

At age 3 he moved to Canada, returned to the US at age 21. He lived near Milan nearly all of 

his adult life. He married Nettie Sherman on Nov. 2, 1882, and had 4 children. His daughter 

died 13 years before he did. He had poor health for several years at the end of his life. Obit. 

Welch 

Thomas 

Thomas Welch, 55, was a farmer, b. in Ireland, living in Milan township when he spoke to a 

census taker in 1880.  He lived with wife Ann, 51, also b. in Ireland; along with son James, 

17; daughter Ellen, 15; daughter Anna, 13; and son Hughie, 11. They lived as close 

neighbors to Michael Welch household. 

Welch 

Thomas 

Thomas Welch lived from 1827 to 1905, according to gravestone records at St. Mary 

Catholic cemetery in Milan township; he was also in the Monroe Democrat with an obit May 

5, 1905. His wife Ann lived from 1829-1893. They had a daughter Ellen, who died April 22, 

1864, age 5 years, 11 months and 6 days.  Also in the cemetery: Thomas and Ann’s daughter 

Mary b. June 10, 1868; died April 6, 1892. Son John, b. April 6, 1863, died Aug. 15, 1892. 

Daughter Elizabeth, b. April 13, 1871, died Jan. 14, 1899. 

 
Weller 

George K. 

Death record. George K. Weller. His father: Orlando Weller. Wife: Violet May Porter. Born 

Sept. 19, 1866 in Michigan. Died Feb. 18, 1929 in Wyadotte, age 62, buried in Milan. He 

was a retired chauffeur. Says he was divorced. 

Weller 

George 

1910 census, York Township in Village of Milan. 235 County St. Weller, Geo. K. 42 no 

occupation given. Wife Viola, 32. Children Elmer, 11; Arlow, 9; Herbert, 8; Eva, 5; and 

Mamibelle, 2. 

Weller, 

George 

Monroe County obituary: George Weller, born about 1866, died Feb. 18, 1929, died in 

Wyandotte. Monroe Evening News 

Weller, 

George 

Marriage record: wedding March 31, 1899 in Albion. George P. Weller, 33, of Albion, 

married Emma Bangarh, 25, of Cardenville, IL. His occupation: moulder [foundry]. His 

father: G. P. Weller. His mother: Julia Knickerbocker. Witnesses: Ford Weller and Theresa 

Weller. 

Weller, 

George K. 

1920 census York.  George K. Weller, 53, b. about 1867. Owns his home, at 5 Ferman Ave., 

Milan. Wife: Maym E Weller, she is a florist with a greenhouse. His occupation: 

photographer. Own photo studio. Children: Elmo, 21; Orlo, 19; Herbert, 17; Eva, 15; 

Mamibell, 11; Margaret, 9. The three oldest were employed as laborers in a shipyard. 

Weller 

George E. 

George E. Weller died as an infant. Born 9-19-1905 and died 5-29-1906.  Marble Park 

cemetery. 

Weller 

Geroge K. 

George K. Weller is listed in the 1931 Masonic Temple bulletin as being a past master of the 

Milan club, serving in 1921.  The listing states that he is deceased. 

Weller 

George 

In 1924, George Weller’s photo studio on the west side of Ferman Street burned down, 

along with his greenhouse behind it. The studio was just south of the Baptist Church, with 

Frank Hill’s Poultry and Egg barn between the photo studio and the church.  The fire 

department rang their bell during this fire, and the bell cracked.  The cracked bell is now on 

display in front of the present fire department on Wabash Street. 

Weller eo. G. K. Weller, Photographer.  Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Weller 

George 

George K. Weller born 1867 in Mich. and his wife Maym E. Weller and children: Elmer G., 

Orlo D., Herbert B., Eva E., Mamibell, and Margaret. 1920 census York township. 

Weller Ira Ira Weller was born 5-2-1904 and died 7-8-1906. 

 

Weller Iva Iva Weller died July 8, 1906 at Milan Village.  Her parents were George Weller and Viola 



Porter. Age at death: two years, 3 months, 6 days.  Source: Washt death records. 

Weller Mrs. Mrs. Weller of Milan is the daughter of Lorenzo David Porter.  Mr. Porter died Sept. 25, 

1920 at the age of 74.  Lorenzo had 4 children, and when he died only two of his children 

were still living: Elmer Porter of Flint and Mrs. Weller of Milan. 

Wells 

Kenneth 

Kenneth Wells, known as “Ken,” was in the Publishing business, and lived at 322 E. 

Michigan, according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

 

WESTFALL 
Westfall 

Aaron 

Aaron Westfall and Grace Rhoades were united in marriage at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 

Ernest Dieterlie at Ann Arbor last evening, the Rev. George Woolcock of Milan officiating. 

Source: crude scrapbook page 7. 

Westfall 

Aaron 

Aaron M. Westfall of 64 First St. died Oct. 16, 1945 at age 56. His DOB was Aug.29, 1889 

born in York Township. Wife: Grace Rhodes, 56 at time of Aaron’s death.  Aaron’s father 

was Reuben Westfall. Mother was Edith Caster or Carter, hard to read. Informant: Mrs. 

Grace Westfall. Burial in Mooreville. 

Westfall 

Irene 

Irene Westfall was b. Oct. 8, 1868 in York twp. She was daughter of Reuben Westfall, 

farmer, b. Mich., and Mary C. Westfall, b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol. 1, 

page 48. 

Westfall 

Reuben 

Reuben Westfall farmer, sec. 36, was born in Livingston Co., Mich., Jan. 18, 1846. son of 

Levi and Lydia (Burgess) Westfall.  Mr. Westfall moved to his county in 1862 and was 

married in Lenawee Co., Mich. in 1867 to Mary E. Cook, who was born April 27, 1846, 

daughter of Hiram and Catherine Cook, natives of NY and early settlers in Lenawee county.  

They have 2 children; Irena, born Oct. 8, 1868, and Luella C., born Sept. 25, 1878.  Mr. 

Westfall owns 172 acres of good land, and deals extensively in sheep.  He believes in the 

principles as set forth by the Democratic party. (From page 1436, History of Washtenaw 

County 1881)   

Westfall 

Reuben 

Reuben Westfall was b. Feb. 18, 1843 in Mich. and d. Aug. 20, 1913. Father: Levi Westfall, 

b. NY. Mother: Lydia Burgon b. NY. Burial in Mooreville cemetery. 

 

WHALEY 
Whaley 

Charles 

1840 census in Milan Township shows 1 male age 0-5. 1 male 30-40. 1 female 5-10. 1 

female 20-30. 

Whaley 

Emily 

See “Emily Gauntlett” (wife of Archie Gauntlett) for further information. 

Whaley 

George P. 

George Perry Whaley  and Alla Daraxa Whaley These folks are George Perry Whaley are 

my great grandparents, says Walter Pomeroy. George was the son of William Wallace 

Whaley. Alla was the daughter of Thomas H. Fuller and Emeline Sibbert (Richards) Fuller. 

They were neighbors of Andrew and Frances Jackson. Source: Walter L. Pomeroy. 

Whaley 

James 

James Whaley was elected Assessor at the first Milan Township meeting, which was 

probably held sometime before 1873. 

Whaley  

J. 

In section 19, London Township, looking at the Monroe Atlas of 1876, in the northwest 

quarter of of that section, there is a note concerning the Estate of J. Whaley.  The note says 

that he settled here in 1832.   The farm on that atlas is apparently 80 acres. 

Whaley 

John E. 

In the death of John E. Whaley, which occurred yesterday morning at the home of his 

parents, on Main street, the village of Milan loses one of its young men who was highly 

respected by the entire community. He had been confined to his bed almost two weeks with 

typhoid fever, but seemed to be doing well until Tuesday afternoon when he suffered a 

hemorrhage of the bowels. At 9 o’clock in the evening there was another hemorrhage, and 

about three o’clock they began again and at 7 in the morning John breathed his last. It is hard 

to think of John Whaley as dead. He seemed to be so much alive and to love life so greatly, 

and yet so wisely, that one never thought of death in thinking of him. The news of his death 

brought sorrow to the whole community and sadness and distress to many hearts. His 

memory will be cherished with a special regard as of a soul that dignified the flesh of our 

common humanity, and made the world better and brighter for being in it. Deceased was 

born here at Milan and was 21 years of age the 2nd day of the present month. When 15 years 

old, he began work in F. M. Miller’s drug store, where he continued with the exception of 

one year which he spent at college. He is survived by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 

Whaley, and two sisters, Edna and Florence. The funeral will take place tomorrow (Friday) 



afternoon at 1:30 (standard time) from the Baptist church. The service will be conducted by 

the Rev. T. Denman of Chelsea, assisted by the Rev. G. B. Marsh. Internment in London 

cemetery with Knights of Pythias honors, deceased having been an honored member of 

Milan Lodge No. 188. The pallbearers will be W. P. Gregory, Sayre Reeves, George Steidle, 

Warren Allison, Sam Draper and George Millage. Source: Photocopy of obituary sent by 

Florence Whaley Fox (his sister) of Chelsea, sent to Warren Hale. Note: Find a Grave says 

he was born 1885 and died 1906, number 7582534. 
Whaley 

Mary Jane 

The wife of Dr. William H Bessac was Mary Jane Whaley.  Mary Jane had a brother, 

Franklin S. Whaley, who went to medical school, graduating in 1845. After graduation  he 

moved to Michigan and went into practice with Dr. Bessac. On Dec. 4, 1845 Dr. Whaley 

married Anna Jane Foster, who had family in Sharon Township, Washtenaw County. Mary 

Jane and Dr. Franklin Whaley lived in Michigan until about 1850-52, when they moved to 

California. Source: Jodi Odorico, 1269 Marjorie Pl., Escondido, CA 92027 in Oct. 2013. 

Whaley 

William 

William Whaley, cooper and farmer. Residence: Milan. Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw 

County Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

Whaley 

William H. 

William H. Whaley was born in London township, near Milan on May 9 th, 1864, son of 

Wm. [W.] and Sarah Whaley. Nine years later the family moved to Milan where this boy 

grew to manhood and lived by far the greater part of life. On November 13, 1884 he married 

Nellie King and to them came the blessings of five children, John, Walter, Edna, Cora and 

Florence. In 1918 he moved to Detroit where he lived until death. He is survived by his wife, 

Nellie and two daughters, Mrs. Edna Kramer and Mrs. Florence Fox, both of Detroit, one 

brother, George P. Whaley, of Ann and two grandchildren, Florence L. Kramer and Robert 

W. Kramer. William Whaley lived the life of a true Christian, gentleman, always mindful of 

others, ever absolutely thoughtless of self. The funeral services were held from the Baptist 

Church  on Sunday, May 25, Rev. A. V. Allen of the Jefferson Avenue Baptist Church of 

Detroit officiating. Burial was in London cemetery, in charge of Milan Lodge F. and A. M. 

No. 323, of which he was a member. 

Whaley 

William 

William [W.]  Whaley was born in London township about four miles from Milan, 

November 22, 1834.  “He was the first white child born in the township and his father was 

among the first pioneers of London township.”  His mother died when he was young and he 

was forced upon his own resources.  He attended school at Dundee for a few years.  His 

wife, Sarah Valley, was born in New York state November 5, 1838. She moved to Dundee 

with her parents when she was 6.  Mr. and Mrs. Whaley were married in London (twp), 

September 29, 1853.  They had 8 children. In 1903, as they celebrate 50 years of marriage, 

only 3 children are still living: Mrs. Emma Gauntlett, William H. Whaley of Milan, and 

George P. Whaley of North Adams.  In 1853 he opened the Milan cider mill and cooper 

shop and has operated them since that time.  He and sons now have an evaporator which 

employs a number of hands.  Source: Milan Leader news story. 

Whaley 

William 

William [W.] Whaley and wife Sarah Vealey were married in London twp. Sept. 29, 1853.  

They lived at 244 W. Main St. in Milan.  He was b. Nov. 22, 1834 in London twp.  She was 

b. in NY Nov. 5, 1838.  She came to Michigan in 1844.  They had a cider mill and 

cooperage, which is a barrel and keg business.  The RR tracks didn’t come by their property 

until 1878.  Their residence was built about 1854 or 1855.   

Whaley 

William W. 

William W. Whaley, of Milan, was born in London twp November 22, 1834. His parents 

came from New York in 1832, buying 80 acres of Government land. When William was 10 

his mother, and he left home to do for himself. On September 29, 1853, he married Sarah 

Vealey, of London twp.  William Whaley was a cooper by trade. In January, 1864, he 

enlisted as corporal in Co. B, 1st Cavalry. (military, Civil War.) He remained with his 

regiment during all its engagements of 1864. He was discharged August 5, 1865. He 

returned to London and farmed. In 1874 he sold the farm and came to Milan village, erecting 

a cooper shop and cider mill, doing the work at the mill with horse power. His business so 

increased that he was obliged to enlarge his works, and in 1884 put in a 40-horse power 

engine. In 1886 he used 25,000 bushels of apples and produced 3,000 barrels of cider. He 

ships his cider all over the United States. In 1886 he manufactured 3,000 gallons of apple-

butter, for which he found ready sale. Mr. Whaley is a member of the Cider Makers' 

Association of the State of Ohio, and is considered the representative cider maker of the 

Association. Mr. Whaley has four children, one an adopted daughter. He is a member of the 

Lucius Taylor Post, GAR No. 274. Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott 

Wing p. 40. 



Whaley 

William A. 

On Feb. 18, 1896, Wm A. Whaley insured a two story frame dwelling on the north side of 

Main Street, Village of Milan.  Source: Home Insurance Co. ledger, kept by Mell Barnes, 

agent, of Milan. 

Whaley 

William 

“Whaley Cider Co. Wm. H. Whaley Jr. mgr.” Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 

1907. 
Whaley 

William 

 

 

“Milan’s Pioneers” penciled note says “1905” 

“Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Whaley complete 50 years of married life today; he served in Custer’s 

cavalry in the war.” 

Milan Mich., Sept. 28 

Mr. and Mrs. William Whaley are preparing to have an elaborate celebration tomorrow, the 

occasion being their golden wedding anniversary. 

William Whaley was born in London township, about four miles from this place, Nov. 22, 

1834. He was the first white child born in the township, and his father was among the first 

three pioneers of London Township, the father of John Bunce of this place being one of the 

other two. His mother died when he was young and he was forced upon his own resources. 

He attended school at Dundee for a few years. 

Sarah Vealey, who later became his wife, was born in NY State Nov. 5, 1838, and at the age 

of six years removed from there with her parents, who settled at Dundee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Whaley were married in London Sept. 29, 1853, and have thus lived together 

happily for 50 years. Eight children were born to them, only three of whom are still living. 

They are Mrs. Emma Gauntlett and William H. Whaley of this place, and George P. Whaley 

of North Adams, and is connected with the Red Hoop & Stave Co. 

Mr. Whaley served in the civil war in the 1st Michigan (Custer’s) cavalry for two years and 

eight months, and participated in 3 engagements. [military] He now draws a pension of $24 

per month. 
In 1853 he opened the Milan cider mill and cooper shop, and has operated them since that 

time. He now has an evaporator which employs a number of hands. 

He is a member of the Grand Army of the republic, Oddfellows and Masonic orders. Mrs. 

Whaley belongs to the daughters of Rebekah, Maccabees and Eastern Star. 

They have sent out 100 invitations for the celebration tomorrow and are making preparations 

to entertain a houseful of guests. 

Mrs. J. T. Hafford of Albion; Detective Clem Tuttle of Detroit, who is an old friend of Mr. 

Whaley; George Whaley of Topeka, Kas, Mr. Whaley’s only brother, with his wife; Henry 

Barr of Saline; Mrs. Penfield of Dundee; Mr. and Mrs. L. Wells Sprague of Greenville; 

Horace Pulver of Dundee and Myron Russel of Saline are among those who will be present. 

Source: original newspaper clipping on page 5 of a scrapbook, belonging to Milan Area 

Historical Society. I call it the “Crude Scrapbook.” 

Whaley 

Wm 

Wallace 

William Wallace Whaley died in 1905 and his death certificates lists his occupation as 

“Cider maker.” The Whaley family is linked to the cooperage/barrel-making trade in Milan. 

William Wallace Whaley and Sarah A. Vealey Whaley were the parents of Wm. Harrison 

Whaley and George Perry Whaley. Source: Walter L. Pomeroy, a descendant of that family. 

 
Wheaton 

John 

John Wheaton, Jr., a retired carpenter and joiner of London, was born in Burlington, Otsego 

county, NY, April 15, 1808. His parents were of American birth. John jr. lived at home on a 

farm until he was 21. He learned carpentry.  During the winter he worked as a shoemaker.  

June 19, 1831, he married Eliza Miller Ball, of Exeter, Otsego county, N.Y.  She was b Feb. 

10, 1809. In 1852 he moved to Oakville, where he has since resided. They have ten children: 

Eliza M., born April 14, 1832; Sarah Electa, born Feb. 15, 1834; Esther M., born Feb. 13, 

1836; Eveline M., born April 22, 1838; Emiline M., born June 8, 1840; John M., May 20, 

1842; William Penn, Sept. 30, 1844; Mary L., Aug. 30, 1846; Albert M., July 23, 1850; 

Melva J., Jan. 9, 1852. John M., who was born in 1842, enlisted Sept. 20, 1861, in Co. K, 1st 

Mich. Cav. (Broadhead's Regiment). He was captured at the battle of Cedar Mountain and 

was confined in Libby prison seven weeks, He had two horses shot from under him, and 

carries the marks of war to-day upon his person.  Source: page 34, History of Monroe 

County, 1890, Talcott Wing. (Civil War for John M. Wheaton born 1842) 

 

WHEELER 
Wheeler Pioneers began settling in what is now York township in 1824. Among them were Aaron 



Aaron Wheeler, most of whom were from New York state.  Source: A Third Volume Devoted to 

Washtenaw County, Byron Alfred Finney, 1924. 

Wheeler 

Aaron 

The first saw-mill was built at Mooreville by Isaac Hathaway in 1832. The second saw-mill 

was built by Aaron R. Wheeler on Honey creek, running through the farm he still occupies. 

Source: p. 1417, History of Washt County 1881. 

 

Wheeler 

Aaron R. 

Wm. Moore and Aaron R. Wheeler were the first Justices of the Peace in York twp. They 

were appointed by the Governor of the Territory of Michigan. Source: Hist. of Washt. 

County 1881 Chapman. 

Wheeler 

Charles 

Charles Wheeler died Tuesday [approximately August 31, 1937] at his farm home west of 

Milan. He was 73. He was born in Ann Arbor. He lived in this community (Milan) most of 

his life, and for many years lived on the farm where he died. For several years he lived in 

Milan and was engaged in the well drilling business. He returned to the farm about a year 

ago. His wife died last May.  Burial will be this afternoon (Thursday) at York Cemetery. He 

leaves one brother, Park Wheeler of St. Paul, Minn., and one sister, Mrs. Dolly Bliss of 

Detroit.  Source: obituary. 

Wheeler 

Eliza 

Eliza J. Wheeler was b. Oct. 16, 1825 in NY, d. Sept. 5, 1911. Father: James Miller, b. NY. 

Mother: Sally Rogers b. NY. Buried in York cemetery. Source: York death records. 

Wheeler 

Harvey 

Harvey M. Wheeler was born in East Bloomfield, NY May 3, 1829. He came here 42 years 

ago and settled on a farm in Pittsfield township. He was one of 12 children. His sister 

Jerome Gooding lives in York township. The deceased married Miss E. E. Bently Sept. 7, 

1849.   Note: obit is not dated, but it might be around 1900-1910. 

 

Wheeler 

James 

James Wheeler was b. NJ. Then he moved to Ovid, Seneca county, NY. He came to Mich. in 

1833. He bought 200 acres from James Whitney, near Adrian. Had 7 children, not in this 

order: Abraham, b. 1803-1872; James C., 1801-1872; Samuel; Charles; Emiline; Mary Ann; 

Sally Ann. 

Wheeler 

Paul 

Paul H. Wheeler was b. May 5, 1875 in York twp, where he lived until 1906. He then went 

to Detroit. He is survived by two brothers and two sisters, Charlie Wheeler of Milan, Park H. 

Wheeler of Minneapolis, Mrs. Horton Davis of Charlotte, MI, and Mrs. W. Bliss of Detroit.  

Funeral services Monday afternoon Dec. 21. Burial at York cemetery. Source: news clip 

with handwritten note that says Dec. 19, 1931. 

Wheeling, 

Aaron R. 

Aaron R. Wheeling came to York Township in 1834.  He had property along Stony Creek 

Road east of Carpenter.  He was a member of York Baptist Church, and served as a deacon 

for 50 years until his death in 1884.  Hundreds of people were baptized over the years in 

“Wheeler’s Creek.” 

 
WHITE and WHITING 

White 

Levant. 

Levant White was born May 15, 1869 in York twp. Father: Thomas White, farmer. Mother: 

Jane. Both b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records, vol. 1, p. 120 

White 

Thomas 

The 1850 census in Ann Arbor shows:  Catharine White, 34, b Ireland. Catharin White, 14, b 

England. Thomas White, 13, born in ?...ance. Ellen White, 10, born in NY. Mary White, 18, 

born in  PA. John White, 3, born in Mich. 

White 

Thomas 

On Jan. 25, 1867, George Whiting and Mary E. Whiting, his wife, of York township, sold 

land for $2,600 to Abram Davenport and wife Jemima C. Davenport and Thomas White 

and Jane White all of York. Lots 1, 2, and 3 in block 1 south range 1 west, Mooreville. 

(HOTEL). Also, land commencing on the SE corner of block 1 south, range 1 west, thence 

westerly along the south line of lots 1-7, thence south (to the river, then west to Mill St.) 

(The back yard of the hotel) subject to mortgages, one given to William Richards, $91.14, 

the other to Parlay Philips for $400 and interest. J. R. Bowers, Justice of the Peace. Liber 62, 

page 209. 
White 

Thomas 

Thomas White, 50, Farmer, b NY, both parents b Maryland. Found on 1880 census in York 

township, page 21. Jane, 46, his wife. Austin M., son, 19, farmer. Blanche, 7, and Bertha 7, 

twins. 

Whitehead, 

Asa 

Asa Whitehead was reimbursed 75 cents for the cost of making a ballot box for the village of 

Milan. Feb. 24, 1886.   

Whiting 

Ada 

Ada Whiting died in Samaria Tuesday afternoon. Handwritten note on obit: April 6, 1928. 

She was born in Bedford twp Nov. 26, 1854 and was daughter of MM Chester Mason. She is 



survived by 4 daughters and 4 sons.  Cora Osgood, Jennie Pell, Emma Moyer, Ada 

Blackman, Reuben Whiting, Edward Whiting, Dewey Whiting, GeorgeWhiting of Samaria. 

Whiting 

Castella 

James H. Boyden, of Saline, married Castella Whiting of London (twp) March 8, 1866 in 

London by Rev. J. S. Boyden. Witness: Kate Whiting. 

Whiting 

Eliza 

Anton Ley, 30, of Bedford, born in Reading, PA, occupation farmer, was married March 11, 

1878 in Bedford. Bride: Eliza Whiting, 24, of Bedford, born in England. Witnessed: Frank 

Whiting and Maria Whiting of Bedford.  NOTE: Eliza would have been born about 1854. 

Perhaps Eliza’s family came to NY around 1855.  Frank may be her brother.  He may have 

been born soon after the family arrived in NY? 

Whiting 

Francis 

Aug. 24, 1875. Seller: Harrison G. Voorhies and Francis Whiting, executors of estate of 

George Whiting deceased, late of York twp. Buyer: David Blackmer of York twp.  Price: 

$225.  Babcock Hotel.  L. 98, p. 570.   

Whiting 

Frank 

Frank Whiting, 22, of Bedford, born in NY, occupation farmer, was married Dec. 25, 1877 

in Bedford. Bride: Lydia Maria Bilton, 18, of Bedford, born in Mich. Witness: Eliza 

Whiting. Source: Monroe county marriage records.  Note: Frank would have been born 

about 1855. 

Whiting 

George 

George Whiting appears on the 1870 census in Pittsfield township, age 34, farmer, with 

$5,000 in real estate and $1,000 in personal property. He was born in Conn. Also in the 

home: Lucy Whiting, 76, born in Mass. 

Whiting 

George 

The 1880 census in Ann Arbor shows George Whiting, 42, born in Conn. Lucy Whiting, 46, 

is living in the household, identified as his sister. 

Whiting 

George 

In 1874 Allen Burnham married Melissa Whiting, the daughter of George and Mary 

Whiting, who were owners and proprietors of the Babcock Hotel.  They were married in 

Milan.   

Whiting 

George 

Jan. 8, 1859.  Sellers: George Whiting and Mary Elizabeth Whiting, his wife of York twp. 

Buyer: Francis Whiting.  Price: $550. Property is west half of south west of section 32.  

There are a few pieces of the parcel that are not included, were sold previously.  Thomas 

Gray, justice of the peace. L 45 p 385 

Whiting 

George 

May 24, 1861.  George Whiting and Elizabeth his wife, seller.  Thomas Gray, buyer.  Price: 

$8. Parcel is located in Section 31 in York township.  Martin Gray, Justice of the Peace.  L. 

48 p. 670 

Whiting 

George 

March 14, 1859. Seller: George H. Whiting and Lacy (Lucy?) Whiting, his wife, residents of 

Pittsfield twp.  Buyer: Ralph C. Whiting. Price: $400. Property is located in Pittsfield twp. 

along Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti Road.  L. 52 p. 290. 

Whiting 

George 

July 6, 1858.  Seller: George H. Whiting of Pittsfield township. No wife mentioned.  Buyer: 

Ralph C. Whiting.  Price: $1,000.  Property located in Pittsfield Township along Ann Arbor 

and Ypsilanti Road.  L. 52 p. 291.   

Whiting 

George 

George Whiting, 1 a b, sec. 23, Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Whiting 

George 

On June 11, 1864, George M. Osborne and his wife Emma sold Mooreville property to 

George Whiting, Lots 1, 2, 3 in block 1 south range 1 west (Hotel). 

Whiting 

Isabella 
Isabella Whiting married E. R. Palmer on April 15, 1864 in London twp.  The groom was 

the son of Henry Palmer.  Source: Monroe county marriage records. 
Whiting 

Jane 

Jane Whiting died Aug. 1, 1868, age 9 years. Typhoid Fever. Parents: Edward and Sarah 

Whiting of Bedford.  Monroe county death records. 

Whiting 

Lorenzo 

Lorenzo W. Whiting, 29, of Cleveland, born in Berea, Ohio, married on April 28, 1878 in 

Erie. Bride: Minnie McGraw, 18, of Detroit, born in Rome, NY. 

Whiting 

Michael 

Michael Whiting, 23, of Bedford, born in England, occupation Farmer, was married Jan. 1, 

1871. Bride: Ada Mason, 16, of Bedford, born in Bedford. 

Whiting 

Michael 

Monroe Democrat of Nov.24, 1911,says: Samaria News. Michael Whiting died Nov. 16, 

1911 age 66. He was b. in Sutton, Cambridgeshire, England May 4, 1845. He came to 

America with his parents in 1852, settling near Rochester, NY. They came to Michigan in 

1866, settling in Bedford twp.  He married Ada J. Mason Jan. 1, 1871. They had 9 children, 

8 still living: George, Edward, Reuven, Cora (Osgood), Emma (Moyer), Ada (Blackman), 

and Miss Jennie. He was buried in Union cemetery.  NOTE: George Whiting, son of 

Michael Whiting, could not possibly be the same person as the Babcock Hotel owner.  The 

Hotel George Whiting died in 1875.   

Whiting Robert W. Whiting, 93, died Monday. Buried in Forest Cemetery, Toledo. He was born 



Robert Sept. 1, 1888 in Samaria, the son of Frank and Marie (Bilton) Whiting.  Source: Obit, with 

date “June 16, 1982.” 

Whiting 

Rumford 

1842, Rumford Whiting elected supervisor London twp. Source, Beers atlas Monroe county 

1876 

Whiting 

Thedore 

Thedore Whiting and his wife, Theo, suffered the death of their baby boy on May 15, 1876.  

He was 3 months old and died of Cholera Infantum.   No name.  Source: Monroe county 

death records. 

 

WHITMARSH 
Whitmarsh 

Daraxa 

Daraxa Whitmarsh was a charter member of the First Baptist Church of Milan, which later 

became known as Milan Baptist Church.   

Whitmarsh 

Daraxa 

 

1921 

Whitmarsh: March 16, 1921, Atlanta, GA, Daraxa Whitmarsh, wife of the late W. H. 

Whitmarsh and mother of Mrs. J. J. Timlin. Funeral services from residence of Mrs. Harvey 

Stringer, 4546 Avery avenue, Friday at 1:30 p.m. Source: original newspaper clipping found 

in a scrapbook, page 49. Date about 1920.  Scrapbook belongs to Milan Area Historical 

Society, Milan, Mich. 

Whitmarsh 

Ella 

Ella M. Whitmarsh was born in Ypsilanti township in 1852. She married John S. Bray, who 

died in 1901. They had two sons, Frank and Carl, borth preceding her in death. Mrs. Bray 

died in Alma, Mich. July 24, 1937 at age 85, 2 months, 16 days. She was a member of 

Maccabees, also Milan Chapter, Order of Eastern Star. She was a member of Milan Baptist 

Church starting April 30, 1891.  One of her nieces was Mrs. Annis D. Gray of Ypsilanti. 

Another niece: Mrs. Lerah Denton of Milan. Burial at Marble Park. Source: Obit. 

Whitmarsh 

Imoe 

Imoe Bell Whitmarsh was the daughter of Doraxia Dexter Whitmarsh and William 

Whitmarsh.  Imoe was born in 1879.  She married Joseph Timlin April 23, 1902.  The place 

of their wedding was probably Detroit.     

Whitmarsh 

Silas 

Silas Whitmarsh of Ypsilanti was the father of William Whitmarsh, owner of a grocery store 

in Milan.  William also served as President of the Village of Milan.  Silas Whitmarsh was 

born in New York, and died in Ypsilanti on Sept. 14, 1870, age 48 years, 3 months, 23 days.  

Silas died of typhoid fever.  Death records show him as married, occupation farmer.  His 

parents were Lelas and Mary Whitmarsh of New York.  Source: Washt County records, page 

168, record no. 238. Source: Tim Dunlap. 

Whitmarsh 

Silas 

The 1870 census found Silas Whitmarsh in Ypsilanti, age 45, born in NY, occupation 

produce dealer. Also in the home: Julia Whitmarsh, 39, born in NY; William Whitmarsh, 20, 

born in Mich.; Ellen Whitmarsh, 18; and Sophronia Whitmarsh, 16.  William Haviland, 20, 

resided in the home, working as a domestic servant. 

Whitmarsh 

Sophronia 

Sophronia Whitmarsh, the daughter of Silas and Julia Whitmarsh, was b Jan. 15, 1854 in 

Washt. County, and died Sunday Jan. 22, 1933 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Lee 

Denton. Sophronia married Wiles Dexter March 8, 1871.  They moved to Milan on the 

Dexter homestead where she lived the remainder of her life. Survived by 3 daughters, Lucy 

Hack of Hillsdale, Annis Gray of Ypsi, Lerah Denton of Milan, and 3 grandchildren, Wanda 

Todd, Virginia Norris, and Dexter Denton.  Burial at Marble Park cemetery. 
Whitmarsh 

Wm 

On July 24, 1880, William H. Whitmarsh became the owner of a chunk of land on the 

southwest corner of Main and Wabash.  He paid $800 for it at a public auction July 21 at the 

home of George Whiting, deceased, the previous owner of this parcel of land.  Source: Liber 

63, page 464, Washtenaw Register of Deeds.  Note: 1876 Monroe Atlas shows this land as 

“Billiard Room.”  Whitmarsh eventually got rid of that wooden building and built a beautiful 

brick building there. To see photo of billiard parlor, see Frank Hill and Winton photo, 

#1394, about 1904, where pool hall is visible in window reflection. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

William Whitmarsh came from Ypsilanti.  At some point he left Ypsilanti and went to 

Milan.  Also, at some point, he and his wife Doraxa Dexter Whitmarsh lived in Dexter. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

William Whitmarsh, a grocer in Milan (and also served as Milan Village President) 

purchased 20 shares of stock in the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan, on Feb.14, 1890. 

The stock cost $100 a share. Source: WBW Ap. 15, 1992. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

William Whitmarsh was elected president of the Village of Milan in 1895, succeeding Mell 

Barnes. He served two one-year terms, 1895 and 1896.  In 1897, Charles Wilson took over. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

Whitmarsh was photographed inside his store in 1897.  That is the date of the photo as given 

by Warren Hale in one of his early columns.  The store was at 3 W. Main.  In 1900 

Whitmarsh partnered with Charles Patterson, according to Hale.  NOTE:  See “Patterson.” 



Whitmarsh 

William 

William Whitmarsh, 40 a sec. 25 PO Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County 

Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

On Jan. 26, 1895, William Whitmarsh bought 20 more shares of stock in addition to what he 

already had, and he got himself elected President of the Farmers and Merchants Bank of 

Milan, in place of former President Mell Barnes.  He served as president of the bank until his 

death in 1919.  Source: WBW April 15, 1992. 

Whitmarsh 

William 

William Whitmarsh partnered with Charles Patterson in operating the grocery store in Milan.  

Patterson was the husband of Draxy’s niece, Gertrude Hitchcock.   Basically, Charles 

Patterson was partnered with his Uncle William Whitmarsh. 

Whitmarsh 

W. H. 

W. H. (?) Whitmarsh paid $5 for insurance on his 2-story brick metal roof building, 

occupied for a bank and general store, situated on the corner of Main and River Streets in 

Village of Milan.  Date of purchase: Oct. 28, 1891,  Source: Insurance Company of North 

America ledger book, kept by Mell Barnes, agent. 

Whitmarsh 

W. H. 

W. H. Whitmarsh renewed his fire insurance on Oct. 28, 1893.  His store and a bank shared 

the first floor of the building at Main and River.  He was glad that he did!!  There was loss 

and damage by fire of Dec. 4, 1893.  It was adjusted 12-8-1893.  There was a payment made 

to Whitmarsh on 12-12-1893.  After that, the amount insured on the policy decreased.  

Source: ledger book, Insurance Company of North America, Mell Barnes, agent. 

Whitmarsh 

W. H. 

W. H. Whitmarsh & Co. (Wm. H. Whitmarsh, Maurice Day, Charles E. Patterson), grocers. 

Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 
Whitmrsh On June 19, 1891 Milan Leader published: On account of the new Whitmarsh block -- James 

Gauntlett has moved his stock into Ford’s new store [NW corner of Main and Ferman]; 

Harper has moved his drug stock into the store just vacated by Mr. Gauntlett; Whitmarsh is 

moving his grocery into the store thus vacated by Dr. Harper. 

 

WIEDMAN see also WEIDMAN 
Wiedman  

E.G. 

E. G. Wiedman Ford dealership occupied the “garage” on West Main after Elon Gauntlett 

vacated it. Sold Ford and Lincoln cars, and Fordson  tractors. See photo of around 1926 in 

Way Back When column of March 17, 1982. 

Wiedman  

E.G. 

In 1910, E.G. Wiedman partnered with Theodore Schaible, opening the first Ford vehicle 

sales agency for Washtenaw  County.  (Schaible, a graduate of Cleary College, was hired in 

1910 by Ford Motor Co. as a Washtenaw County represwentative.) After opening the Saline 

dealership, they moved to 27 N. Washington in Ypsi. In 1912, the partnership dissolved with 

Wiedman keeping the Ford dealership in Ypsi, and moving to 212 Pearl St. Source: Ypsi 

Historical Society newsletter “Gleanings” spring 2012 page 10. 
Wiedman 

E. G. 

See photo 3765, E. G. Wiedman Auto Co. in the present-day Storl apartments. There is a gas 

pump in front, center of building, says “Chief” on it. 

Wiedmeyer Advertisement in May 1964 Milan Booster Leader says “TV and Radio service & repair. 

Wiedmeyer TV, 227 Ideal St., Milan, MI. 

 

WILCOX 
Wilcox 

Adda 

Adda Wilcox was b. Oct. 26, 1869 in York twp. Her father: Lewis Wilcox. Mother: Lucy 

Wilcox. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 122. 

Wilcox 

Addie 

Addie Wilcox, b. Oct. 26, 1869, died August 29, 1870, according to Michigan genealogical 

death index.  Source: EL  Note: Adda and Addie would be the same person in this case. 

Wilcox 

Alexander 

Alexander and Elmira A. (Sherman) Wilcox came to Michigan in Oct. 1834.  They located 

120 acres of land on secs 25 and 26. Alexander died Oct. 18, 1875.   

They had two children: Lewis A. Wilcox (see below) and Addie, born Jan. 9, 1853.  Addie 

got married March 28, 1877 to Alva R. Dexter. 

Wilcox 

Alexander 

Alexander Wilcox was b. Dec. 6, 1810 in NY. Or, he may have been b. about 1817.  He was 

the son of Benjamin Wilcox and Betsey Waugh. He was married in London twp on May 20, 

1837 to Elmira Sherman. He died Oct. 18, 1875 in York twp, buried in Marble Memorial 

cemetery.  See “Wilcox, Elmira.”  They had three children. (1) Lewis A. Wilcox b. Jan. 5, 

1842 in York twp.  (2) Emiline Wilcox, b. 1847 in York twp. (3) Addie Wilcox, b. 1853 in 

York twp. Husband: Alva Ryan Dexter.    

Wilcox 

Alexander 

Alexander Wilcox purchased 40 acres for homestead on March 16, 1837.  This was located 

in Sec. 35 of Milan twp. Certificate 4791.  http://www.glorecords.blm.gov Buried Marble 

Park Cemetery. Source: EL. 



Wilcox 

Alexander 

Alexander Wilcox, 59, farmer, in the 1870 York Township census. Wife Elvira, 51. Lewis 

A., 28, farm laborer. Ada, 17. Lucy, 25. Clara, 6. Hiram, 2. Addie, 8 months. 

Wilcox 

Amanda 

Amanda Wilcox died Oct. 28, 1869 of rheumatism in York twp. She was married, age 41 

years, 2 months, 7 days. Born in NY, occupation farming, parents Lewis and Mary Clark of 

Hillsdale, MI.  Source: Washtenaw death records. 

Wilcox 

Amanda 

Amanda Clark was b. Dec. 31, 1826 in NY, daughter of Lewis Clark and Mary. She died 

Oct. 28, 1869 in York twp, buried in Mooreville cemetery. She became wife of Orange 

Wilcox.  They had five children.  See “Orange Wilcox.”  Source: EL 

Wilcox 

Ann 

Ann J. Wilcox was b. May 15, 1832 in NY. Died Feb. 7, 1906 in Milan twp, buried in Rice 

cemetery. Parents: Lot Wilcox, Nancy Sperry.  Marriage:  Dec. 8, 1852 in Milan to Nathan 

Phillips, had 3 children.  See “Phillips, Nathan” for more info.  Source: EL 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox was b. about 1785. He and Betsey Waugh Wilcox (b about 1780 in NY) 

married in NY in 1803 and had up to 12 children. One of their children was Lot Wilcox, see 

separate listing.  Source; EL 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox and his wife, Betsy, transferred some real estate to Elijah Ellis in July, 

1836.  Consisting of about one acre, part in Washtenaw and part in Monroe county.  

Bounded on the south by the river.  Present Gay Block is included in this transfer. 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

On Dec. 30, 1834, Hiram Smith sold some land on the south side of Milan to Benjamin 

Wilcox for $1,300, recorded Monroe County, Liber O, p. 493-494. (Source: WBW Jan or 

Feb. 1990.) 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

1850 Census Milan, Monroe County, shows Benjamin Wilcox, 70, farmer, born Conn., 

property $2000; wife Sabina wilcox, 57, born Conn.; Herman Bradley, 22, born Conn.; Mary 

E. Kelsey, 14, born Mich.; Charity Bradley, 5, born Mich. 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox and Sabina, his wife, transferred some land to George Wilcox. 

 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox purchased a homestead Sept. 15, 1835. Certificate 3061, 320 acres, 

Augusta Twp, E 1 /2, Sec. 36. Source: BLM records http://www.glorecords.blm.gov Source: 

EL. 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox Jr. received a homestead Oct. 20, 1835 of more than 156.38 acres in Sec. 3 

of Milan twp. Source: BLM records at http://www.glorecords.blm.gov   Source: EL 

Wilcox 

Benjamin 

Benjamin Wilcox died Dec. 17, 1850, according to the grave marker in Spaulding cemetery. 

Age, 70 years. Source: Martha deciphers her photo of gravestone. 

Wilcox 

Clarence 

On July 26, 1886, Clarence Wilcox purchased Lot 11 of Hack’s Addition to the Village of 

Milan.  Seller: William H. Hack and his wife, Mary Hack.  Price: $800. Signed by Mell 

Barnes, Notary Public, and Jessie Barnes. 

Wilcox 

Charles 

PROBABLY NOT RELATED:  Charles W. Wilcox was born at Milan, Michigan, Feb. 8, 

1847.  His parents came to Michigan in 1837.  His father was a blacksmith.  On Sept. 18, 

1870, he married Ellen Bartholomew, who was born in Medina county, Ohio, August 8, 

1845.  They had one child.  Mr. Wilcox started farming in 1874 and has a farm in London 

township. (History of Monroe County, 1913, at page 40) 

Wilcox 

Charles 

Charles Wilcox, 33, was a farmer in Milan twp when the census was taken in 1880. He was 

b. MI, his father b. MI, his mother b. NY. Wife Ellen, 34, b. Ohio, her parents b NY.  They 

were close neighbors with Charles Dennison and James C. Dennison. 

Wilcox, 

Charles 

Gravestone in Spaulding Cemetry s Charles Wilcox, son of Alexander and Elira Willcox 

(spelled “WILLCOX” died Feb. 6, 1845, age 4 mos. And 18 days. 

Wilcox 

Chester 

Chester Wilcox, 64, was a blacksmith, and was b. in NY. His wife Sarah, 57, was b. in VT. 

The son Russell, 24, lived in the home. Source: 1880 census of Milan Village, on the Milan 

township side.  (Note: he must have lived next door to Buckley Marble, or across the street, 

because the census records are close by. This could be a result of Mrs. Marble’s maiden 

name being “Wilcox.”) 

Wilcox 

Chester 

A legal document was issued Sept. 20, 1836 by Warren C. Mead, Justice of the Peace, 

concerning a lawsuit by David A. Woodard, plaintiff, against Sanborn Heath, defendant. The 

document was a subpoena requiring three witnesses to appear in Mead’s courtroom--  John 

M. Marvin, J. D. Child, and Chester Wilcox. The witnesses were required to show up and 

testify on behalf of thePlaintiff (Woodard). “Fail at your peril,” Mead warns on a slip of 

paper measuring 8” x 3”.  Source: Eugene Lidster of Grass Lake, an expert on Mead 

genealogy. 

Wilcox 

Elmira 

Emira Sherman was b. 1818 in NY, and died Sept. 11, 1882 in York twp. She married 

Alexander Wilcox and had three children, see “Alexander Wilcox.”  Elmira was the 



daughter of George Sherman. 

Wilcox 

Frankie 

Mooreville Cemetery, headstone for Frankie Wilcox, (son of C. and E. Wilcox, which might 

be Charles and Ellen Wilcox, not sure).  Frankie died Sept. 9, 1877, age 3 yrs, 11 mos, 11 

days.   (Note: Frankie could be the son of Charles and Ellen Bartholemew Wilcox.) 

Wilcox 

George 

George Wilcox, 80 acres in sec. 36, P.O. Milan.  (Listed in an Atlas of Monroe County) 

Wilcox 

George 

George Wilcox “Willcox” in row 14 Mooreville Cemetry. (Son of Benjamin and Betsey 

Wilcox). He died July 11, 1858, aged 33 years, 9 mos and 18 D’s. 

Wilcox 

George 

On Oct. 5, 1885, George A. Wilcox sold some land to Francelia A. Hanson. Both of them 

were residents of Gratiot county. Wilcox was apparently unmarried and living in Alma. 

Price: $1,000.  He sold his one-fourth undivided interest in land in York Township: the east 

half of the SW quarter of Section 36, made up of 80 acres. [Farm on north side of County 

Street just east of Hack farm.]  Liber 106, page 433, Washtenaw Register Deeds. 

Wilcox 

George 

George Wilcox moved to Richmond Virginia I assume when Victor and Francelia Wilcox 

Hanson moved to Richmond to help with their son George Hanson's family. Victor, 

Francelia, and George Wilcox were in Richmond for the 1910 census.   See “George 

Hanson.” Source: Karen Wheaton. 
Wilcox 

George 

1850 census shows George Wilcox, 24, farmer, born NY, with wife, Hannah, 23. Note: after 

his death, she married Buckley Marble.   

Note: George was close neighbors with Benjamin Wilcox and Washington Wilcox. 

 

WILCOX, HIRAM 
Wilcox 

Hiram 

Hiram A. Wilcox was b. Aug. 20, 1867 in York twp. He was son of Lewis A. Wilcox, 

farmer, b. Mich., and Lucy J. Wilcox, b. NY. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1, page 

34.  Hiram died Sept. 17, 1880 according to Millard F. Phillips genealogy book. Source: EL 

Wilcox 

Lewis 

 

Lewis A. Wilcox, son of Alexander and Elvia Sherman Wilcox, was born Jan. fifth, 1842 

and departed this life Nov. fifteenth, 1920 at the age of 78 years, 10 months and 10 days. He 

was the last member of his family, his sister, Mrs. Addie Dexter, having preceded him in 

death. He was united in marriage to Lucy Fox, February 12, 1863, who died in June, 1884. 

To this union were born four children, Mrs. Clara Phillips of this city, a son, Hiram, who 

died at the age of 13 and two children who died in infancy. 

He was later married to Amanda Bowerman, who passed away in 1889. In 1890 he married 

Adeline Richardson. To this union was born one daughter, Mrs. Edna Mead. 

The deceased leaves to mourn his loss his bereaved widow, two daughters, four 

grandchildren and one great grandchild besides a host of other relatives and friends. 

Mr. Wilcox was a life-long resident of Milan, having spent his life on the farm where he was 

born. The funeral was held Wednesday, Rev. F. M. Spooner officiating. Burial took place in 

Marble Park Cemetery. 

Source: Crude Scrapbook, page 55 

Wilcox, 

Mrs. Lewis 

Death of Mrs. Lewis A. Wilcox. 

Friday morning at 8 o’clock, the messenger of death summoned Lucy A. Wilcox, to join the 

silent majority and relieved the fond mother and estimable wife, from suffering and care. 

Mrs. W. has been ailing and sick for the past five years, and about one year ago, she gave 

away to the disease, which had been so long claiming her as a victim, her strong constitution 

being unable to stand its ravages, and since that time has been under medical treatment, and 

through all her sickness has been patient to a degree, that caused comment. A few weeks ago 

a consultation of physicians was called, consisting of Drs. Chapin, of this place, and Lyster, 

of Detroit, and they announced it was impossible to save their patient, and since that time 

everything has been done to make it pleasant and comfortable. Mrs. Wilcox has been a 

mother to four children, Hiram A., Addie, Clara B. and an infant, of which only one 

survives, Clara B. Lucy A., deceased, the subject of our sketch, was a native of Niagara 

county, NY and was 39 years of age, Oct. 5, 1883. She has been a careful mother and fond 

wife, and her death is mourned by a large circle of friends and relatives. The family has the 

sympathy of the whole community, in their great bereavement. 

From crude scrapbook page 38 

Wilcox 

L. A. 

L. A. Wilcox. Three years coverage for $8.  $900 on two story frame dwelling on the corner 

of County and Wilcox. $100 on frame barn on same lot. May 28, 1891, Home Insurance. 

Wilcox Lewis A. Wilcox, 80 a sec. 35 and 36, P.O. Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County 



Lewis A. Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 
Wilcox, 

Lewis A. 

Lewis A. Wilcox, farmer, was born in Washtenaw county Jan. 5, 1842. His parents were 

Alexander and Alvira A. (Sherman) Wilcox, the former of whom came to Michigan in 

October, 1834. and located 120 acres of land on secs. 25 and 26. He died Oct. 18, 1875. Two 

children were born to them-Lewis, and Addie, who was born Jan. 9, 1853, and married 

March 28, 1877, to Alva R. Dexter. Lewis was raised on a farm, and Feb. 12, 1863, married 

Louisa J. Fox, a native of Niagara Co., N. Y. They had 4 children, 1 survives:  Clara B., who 

was born December 24, 1863. Hiram A, Addie, and an infant are deceased. Mr. Wilcox owns 

80 acres of land on secs. 6 and 35, valued at $65 per acre. He is a member of the I.O. O. F.  

Source: History of Washtenaw County, 1881, p. 1436. 

Wilcox 

Lewis A. 

Lewis A. Wilcox was b. Jan. 5, 1842 in York twp and died Nov.16, 1982 in York twp, buried 

in Marble Park cemetery. He was the son of Alexander Wilcox and Elmira Sherman.  His 

wife was Amanda Bowerman, married Feb. 12, 1863 in London twp. He also married Lucy 

J. Fox in 1890.  He married Adeline “Addie” Richardson, date not known.  Source: EL and 

the Millard F. Phillips genealogy book. See also Find a Grave 73011570. 
Wilcox, 

Lewis Mrs. 

(Lucy) 

Death of Mrs. Lewis A. Wilcox. 

Friday morning at 8 o’clock, the messenger of death summoned Lucy A. Wilcox, to join the 

silent majority and relieved the fond mother and estimable wife, from suffering and care. 

Mrs. W. has been ailing and sick for the past five years, and about one year ago, she gave 

away to the disease, which had been so long claiming her as a victim, her strong constitution 

being unable to stand its ravages, and since that time has been under medical treatment, and 

through all her sickness has been patient to a degree, that caused comment. A few weeks ago 

a consultation of physicians was called, consisting of Drs. Chapin, of this place, and Lyster, 

of Detroit, and they announced it was impossible to save their patient, and since that time 

everything has been done to make it pleasant and comfortable. Mrs. Wilcox has been a 

mother to four children, Hiram A., Addie, Clara B. and an infant, of which only one 

survives, Clara B. Lucy A., deceased, the subject of our sketch, was a native of Niagara 

county, NY and was 39 years of age, Oct. 5, 1883. She has been a careful mother and fond 

wife, and her death is mourned by a large circle of friends and relatives. The family has the 

sympathy of the whole community, in their great bereavement. 

From crude scrapbook page 38. See Find a Grave 142098094. 

Wilcox  

Lot 

Lot Wilcox, headstone found in Mooreville cemetery.  He was son of Benjamin and Betsey 

Wilcox.  Headstone broken, no dates. 

Wilcox  

Lot 

Lot and Nancy Wilcox have some children buried in various cemeteries. Sheldon is in 

Mooreville cemetery. Cleanthra R. in Rice.  Aurelia A. Wilcox, Mrs. Webstser D. Root, is in 

Mooreville Cemetery (see “Root.”)  May be other children also. 

Wilcox  

Lot 

Lot Wilcox was a resident of Monroe County and went to the Monroe land office and 

purchased a homestead in York township, section 33, on Oct. 9, 1835. He obtained 80 acres. 

Certificate 595.  http://www.glorecords.blm.gov  Source: EL 

Wilcox  

Lot 

Lot Wilcox was b. 1804 in NY and died 1846  in York twp. He was buried in Mooreville 

cemetery.  His father was Benjamin Wilcox, mother was Betsey Waugh. His wife:  Nancy 

Sperry, see separate listing for Nancy Wilcox.  Lot and Nancy had 5 children, first two born 

in NY, rest born in York twp.  (1) Aurelia A. Wilcox, b. Jan. 9, 1829. Died May 1, 1869.  

Married Oct. 9, 1850 to Webster D. Root.  (2) Ann J. Wilcox, b. May 15, 1832, died Feb. 7, 

1906 in Milan twp, Rice cemetery. Married Dec. 8, 1852 in Milan to Nathan C. Phillips.  (3) 

Marion Orisa Wilcox, b.Jan.13, 1838, York twp, died Oct. 13, 1863 in Milan twp. Buried in 

Rice cemetery. Married in Milan March 21, 1860 to Chalon Mead.  (4) Sheldon H. Wilcox, 

b. Aug. 6, 1840, died Oct. 27, 1863 at age 23, buried in Mooreville cemetery.  (5) Cleantha 

Rebecca Wilcox, b. Feb.13, 1844, died April 3, 1899, buried Rice cemetery; married 

between 1860-1870 to Alonzo Mead.  Source: EL 

Wilcox Lott Lott Wilcox is shown in York township during the 1845 census. 

Wilcox 

Lyman 

Lyman Wilcox, 64, a sawmill proprietor, was b. in NY according to 1880 census of Milan 

township. His wife, “Margret” Wilcox, 61, also b. in NY. They lived with William H., 38, 

son; Lyman A., 21, son; and Harry E. Fuller, 15, grandson. 

Wilcox 

Marion 

Marion O. Wilcox was b. Jan. 13, 1838 in York twp. She was daughter of Lot Wilcox and 

Nancy Sperry Wilcox.  Marion was married March 21, 1860 in Milan to Mr. Chalon Mead. 

Marion died Oct. 13, 1863 in Milan twp, buried in Rice cemetery.  Source: EL. 

Wilcox 

Nancy 

Nancy Sperry was b. about 1811 in NY.  Nancy’s father: Sheldon Sperry. Her mother: Sally 

Preston Sperry.  She married Lot Wilcox and had 5 children, see “Lot Wilcox.”  Source: EL. 



Wilcox 

Nancy 

Nancy Wilcox, 39, born in NY. Mary A., 20, b NY. Ann, 18, b NY. Orissa, 13, b Mich. 

Sheldon H., 10, b Mich. Rebecca, 6, b Mich. Sally Sperry, 61, b Conn. Census of 1850 in 

York Township. 

Wilcox 

Orange 

Mooreville cemetery reading shows Orange “Willcox”, son of Benjamin and Betsey Wilcox. 

He died April 28, 1875.  His wife: Amanda C. Wilcox, died Nov. 23, 1869, aged 42 years, 10 

ms and 23 D’s. 

Wilcox 

Orange 

Ellen G. Wilcox, daughter of Orange and Amanda Wilcox, died Sept. 16, 1858 aged 6 years.  

Mooreville cemetery headstone row 14.   

Wilcox 

Orange 

Orange Wilcox was b. July 14, 1805 in NY. He died April 28, 1875 in York twp. Buried in 

Mooreville cemetery. His father: Benjamin Wilcox. Mother: Betsey Waugh.  Orange was 

married to Amanda Clark (see Wilcox, Amanda).  They had five children: (1) Mary Wilcox, 

b 1846 in NY, husband James Young. (2) George Wilcox, b. 1849 in NY. (3)  Franclia 

Wilcox, b 1851, married 1865 to Charles Warner, [see separate listing for Charles Warner] 

married in 1868 to Victor Hanson. (4) Ellen Wilcox, b 1853, died Sept. 18, 1858, buried 

Mooreville cemetery. (5) Clarence Wilcox, b 1860 in York twp. Source: EL 

Wilcox  

R. R. 

Ad in the Milan Leader, Dec. 14, 1911, inside page:  “You can save money if you trade at 

my grocery. And my stock is at all times clean and fresh.  R. R. Wilcox, The Square Deal 

Grocer.” 

Wilcox  

R. R. 

R. R. Wilcox. Paid $12 premium to insure $400 worth of stock, including harness, robes, 

blankets, whips, leather harness making tools, and such other articles as are usually kept for 

sale in harness stores, while maintained in the Gauntlett and Allen Building situated on the 

east side of River Street in the village of Milan. March 21, 1891, Home Insurance. 

Wilcox, 

Russell 

Russell R. Wilcox, harnessmaker.  Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907. 

Wilcox 

Sheldon 

Sheldon H. Wilcox name on headstone at Mooreville cemetery. (He was son of Lot and 

Nancy Wilcox.) He died Oct. 27, 1863, age 23 years 2 months and 21 D’s. (Sheldon’s sister 

Cleanthra R. is in Rice Cemetery.) 

Wilcox 

Washington 

1850 census shows Washington Wilcox, 24, farmer, born NY. His wife Susan M. Wilcox, 22, 

born NY. Mary Wilcox, 5, born Mich. Note: Washington was close neighbors with Benjamin 

Wilcox and George Wilcox. 

Wilcox 

William 

William Wilcox was b. in York twp. Sept. 17, 1868. Father: Lewis Wilcox, farmer, b. Mich. 

Mother: Lucy Wilcox, b. Mich. Source: Washtenaw birth records, Vol.1. 

Wilcox 

William 

William Wilcox is believed to be the same as “infant Wilcox” who died Nov. 3, 1868 at 1 

month and 12 days.  Source: EL 

 

WILKERSON, WILKINSON, WILLIAMS 
Wilkerson 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth Wilkerson, a widow, died May 18, 1920 in the Village of Milan, at the age of 75 

years, 2 months. She died of heart disease. Born in Michigan, her parents were William 

Newberry and Mary Paminten (hard to read that name). Both her parents were born in NY. 

Death certificate was signed by Jese Button, Village Clerk and Register of Deaths. Source: 

Washtenaw death records. 

Wilkinson 

Thomas 

Thomas A. Wilkinson, 56, was married Oct. 31, 1903 to Mersey Van Aken, 44.  Wedding 

took place in Milan, Monroe county side, with Walter E. Burnett, clergyman. Thomas was 

born in MI, and lives in Riga, MI, occupation farmer. He was son of William and Jane 

Agneu Wilkinson. He was previously married once. Mersey was born in Ohio, residence is 

Holland, Ohio. She is daughter of Levi Manley and Rona Osgood. She was previously 

married twice.  Source: Monroe marriage records. 

Williams 

Henry W. 

Henry W. Williams, or William H., b Feb. 15, 1871 in Ashtabula, OH. Son of Joel and Julia 

Ford Williams of Ohio and of Milan. He came to Milan with his parents.  His first wife was 

Jenny Welch of Milan, married in 1895 in Monroe County. They had three children, 

Gertrude, Gedder (Gordon), and Gladys. He married second time in 1909 to Addie Stecher 

of Milan; she was daughter of John and Magdalena Stecher of Milan. Addie was b 1881. 

Henry and Addie had two children, Goldie and Thelma Grace. Thelma was born March 27, 

1913 in Oakland County. The children were in and out of Catholic orphanage for reasons 

unknown. After Addie died in 1918, all five of his children were placed in a Protestant 

orphanage in Detroit. (In 1921, Thelma was adopted out of the Protestant orphanage of 

Detroit, and her new parents were Daniel and Beulah McFarren. Later Thelma was married 

and had four children, but never said a word to them about her biological parents, Henry and 



Addie Williams.) Then Henry married Nelly Sherman Welch, the widow of Mike Welch. 

The two were married in Monroe County in June 1920 and lived on her farm near Milan. His 

children Gordon and Goldie were with them per the 1930 census. His occupation in 1930: 

American Foundry. The 1940 census says he was a foundry worker. Before that his 

occupation was farmer. Henry died in 1947 in Monroe County, buried in Rice Cemetery. 

Source: Bob Beedles, by email, says his wife is a daughter of Thelma. 

Williams 

Mary 

Mary Williams is listed as head of household in the 1900 census, York Township. She is 52, 

born Aug. 1847. Her occupation: “Physician.” 

Williams 

Sylvester 

Sylvester Williams, known as “Bill,” was in the restaurant business, and lived at 218 York 

Street, according to a Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949. 

Williamson 

C. W. 

C. W. Williamson had a farm residence in Sec. 30, Milan township, illustrated as a drawing 

in 1876 Atlas of Monroe County. 

Williamson 

C. E. 

1876 Atlas of Monroe County has directory for Milan Township, “Williamson, C. E. 

General Farmer, Sec. 30.” 

 

WILSON family information -- two separate families here, unrelated 
Wilson 

Alzina 

Alzina A. Wilson was the wife of Charles Wilson when 1900 census was taken. She was b. 

May 1842 in Mich., her parents were both b. in NY.  She was 58 when census was taken, 

married 33 years, and had 2 children, both of them still living.  Residence in Village of 

Milan on Monroe county side.  [Note: her maiden name was Mead.] 

Wilson C. 

H. 

C. H. Wilson owned a strip of land in Milan on west side of Wabash street, between Wabash 

and the Wabash railroad.  His strip was a little ways north of Isaac Wilson’s land. Source: 

map of Monroe County dated 1901. 

Wilson 

Charles 

Charles H. Wilson was elected President of the Milan Village Council on March 11, 1897. 

 

Wilson 

Charles 

Charles H. Wilson, 43, “Sawmill proprietor” was b. in Mich. according to census records 

taken in 1880 in Milan Village, on Monroe county side. He lived with his wife Alzena A. 

Wilson, 37, b. Mich., along with daughter Gracie, 11, and son Fred G. T. Wilson, 9.  (Note: 

this home was close neighbors with Myron Wilson home.) 
Wilson 

Charles 

During the 1900 census, Charles Wilson, b. Sept. 1836, was 63 years old.  He was married 

and lived on the Monroe County side of the Village of Milan. He was married 33 years, b. 

NY, his father b. England, his mother b. NY. His occupation: “Lumber dealer grist miller.”  

Owns his home free and clear. Lives with his wife, Alzina A. Wilson, b. May 1842, age 58, 

married 33 years. She has had 2 children, both are still living. She was b. in MI and her 

parents were b. NY.  Source: 1900 census. 

Wilson 

Charles 

Mrs. Alzina Mead, wife of Charles H. Wilson, of Milan, passed away Jan. 17, 1902. Mrs. 

Wilson was born in Milan twp May 25, 1842, the youngest of four children. She married 

Charles H. Wilson of Milan on Jan. 19, 1867.  They had a son, Fred G. T. Wilson, of Milan, 

who has been in business with his father, and a daughter, Grace M. Wilson who married 

Wilmer F. Butler, who is of the shoe firm of Gauntlett & Butler, Detroit, and lives in that 

city.  Since the marriage of her children, Mrs. Wilson and her husband have built a new 

house, and as Mr. Wilson has recently sold his lumber business, they had intended to take 

the later years of their life as easily as possible.  Date of newspaper clipping: 1902. 

Wilson 

Charles 

I have found a dresser that was made by Charles Wilson. Dresser is signed on back C.H. 

Wilson Milan Mich. with a date of 1884.  I found it in Birmingham at an estate sale. Records 

of Milan Historical Society mention he owned a sawmill but nothing about being a furniture 

maker. (Signed, by e-mail)  Nicholas Schuck 

Wilson 

Charles 

Charles W. Wilson bought 15 shares of stock in Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan on 

Feb. 14, 1890.  Shares were $100 apiece.   Source: WBW Ap. 15, 1992. 

Wilson 

Charles 

Feb. 2, 1887. Charles H. Wilson, Alzina A. Wilson, William H. Warner and Mary E. Warner 

sold lot 6 of Wilson and Warner addition to the Village of Milan. The buyer: Jacob Ferman 

of Milan, Monroe County. Price: $140.  L 117, p.208.  George R. Williams, Notary Public. 

Peter Hinckley, witness. 

Wilson 

C. H. 

In the Milan Leader, Dec. 14, 1911, a news item stated that a board was elected for the 

Union Church board of trustees.  Charles Gauntlett, chairman.  C. H. Wilson, secretary. W. 

H. Warner, treasurer. Jos. Raymond, trustee. Frank Conde, trustee. 

Wilson  

C. H. 

“C. H. Wilson, Manufacturer of and Dealer in Hard Wood Lumber. Also, connected with 

firm of T. Wilson & Son, in Manufacturing Flour, Feed, & c. Custom Grinding promptly 



done and satisfaction guaranteed.  Milan Village.”  Found in directory for Milan Township 

in the 1876 Monroe County Atlas, published by F. W. Beers & Co. 

Wilson 

Charles H. 

Charles H. Wilson signed a deed July 1, 1921 in front of Joel L. Marble, Justice of the 

Peace.  Wilson’s signature was shaky and small, probably from arthritis.  The purchaser: 

Village of Milan for $1. Land shall be known as “Wilson’s Park.” Bounded by river on 

north, land of Alfred F. Van Worner on east, bounded on south by Republic Milling Co. and 

P. T. Johnston and Sons. Bounded on west by land of P. T. Johnston and Wabash St. 

Conditions: land used as public park and recreation ground only. No shoddy or temporary 

structure erected on it. No fences or hedges to obstruct the view from Wabash St. No liquor, 

gambling games, foreign circus or tent shows.   Witness: D. J. Early or P. J. Early.  Wilson 

was a single man, his wife had already died.  Note; Village had deed recorded in 1936. 

Wilson 

Charles H. 

Charles H. Wilson, son of Thomas and Jane Ann Wilson, was born in Portage, NY Sept. 25, 

1836. He died July 27, 1927, age 90 years, 10 months, and 2 days. Funeral was held at the 

home of his niece, Mrs. Ray Salmon. Masonic burial service at Marble Park cemetery.  In 

1838, he went with his parents to Chicago on one of the first steam boats to ply the Great 

Lakes. The next five years in Indiana and Iowa, then he came to Monroe, Michigan. He 

came to Milan in 1856.  In 1867 he married Alzina A. Mead. They had two children, Grace 

M. Butler of Detroit and Fred G. T. Wilson of Lansing.  He was active in political life in 

Milan village. He was postmaster, councilman, village president, member of the school 

board, and vice president and board member of Farmers and Merchants Bank of which he 

was one of the organizers. On Sept. 12, 1862 he took Master Mason degree in the Saline 

lodge and was a charter member of Milan lodge 323. He operated a saw mill and lumber 

yard for many years and was interested with his brother, Myron, in the Milan Roller Flour 

Mill. Source: obit 

Wilson 

Charles H. 
Word reached Milan yesterday noon of the death of Chas. H. Wilson at the home of his son 

in Lansing. He was a life long resident of Milan, coming here with his parents when he was 

a very small boy, in 1855.  His father organized a grist mill which at his death was operated 

by Chas. Wilson and his brother, Myron, who died in 1922 [might be wrong year].  At the 

death of his brother, Charles sold the milling business to the late Michael Neckels and 

retired. A few years ago Charles Wilson gave the village a plot of ground known as Wilson 

Park. Funeral will be held at home of Mr. and Mrs. Ray C. Salmon on Wilcox Street. 
Wilson 

Charles 

It is possible Charles or Myron Wilson was referred to in this publication. Advertisement in 

R. L. Polk & Co. Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, in 1907, “Milan Elevator Co. Ltd. Cook 

& Wilson Proprs” 

Wilson 

Elizabeth 

Elizabeth M. Wilson died March 3, 1929 at age 76.  Her husband was Myron Wilson.  Her 

DOB was Jan. 2, 1853, she was born in Milan. Her father was Marvin Haight, born in NY 

State. Her mother was Roxanna Haven, born in NY State. Informant: Vada Salmon.  Marble 

Park Cemetery. 

Wilson 

Fred 

Fred T. Wilson elected Village Trustee March 19, 1898.  Milan Leader says his name was 

“Fred G. T. Wilson.” 

Wilson 

Fred 

Fred Wilson appointed “Nozzle Man” for Milan Fire Dept. in January 1900. 

Wilson 

Fred 

Fred G. T. Wilson elected Village Clerk March 10, 1902. Also 1903. 

 

Wilson 

Fred A. 

Fred A. Wilson, 21, was married to Mabel A. Gauntlett, 19 etc.  SEE:  Gauntlett, Mabel A. 

Wilson  

Ira 

Ira Wilson, 29, farmer, b. NY, wife Susan A., 42, b. MI.  Census of 1880, London twp. Step 

daughter Lois Hawks, 19, b. MI, also step-daughter Eleanor Hawks, 17. They work as 

servants. Stepson Carleton Hawks, 13, and Sheridan E. Hawks, 10. 

Wilson 

Isaac 

Isaac Wilson, 53, occupation “painter,” lives on Main St. in village of Oakville, London twp. 

He was b. NY. His wife Elisabeth, 50, was b. NY.  Source: London twp census 1880. [Note: 

not related to Charles Wilson the flour mill operator.] 

Wilson 

Isaac 

Isaac Wilson died August 9, 1911 according to Monroe County death records, book C page 

148, Milan records.  He was age 84, 5 months, 16 days (so he was born about 1827).  He 

was born in New York, a retired farmer. Names of parents not given. 

Wilson 

Isaac 

Some land on west side of Wabash street in Milan, between the street and the Wabash 

railroad, was owned by Isaac Wilson, according to a map dated 1901. 

Wilson 

Isaac 

Isaac Wilson was born Feb. 27, 1827 in NY State. In June 1846 he married Elizabeth Vicly 

of Heartsville, NY. She was born at Beckman, NY in 1830. In 1856, Mr. Wilson moved to 



Michigan.  Jan. 27, 1864, he enlisted in 6th Mich. Heavy Artillery as a private. While in the 

service he was taken sick, and has been unable to do any manual labor since. He was 

discharged at New Orleans, Aug. 20, 1865, and returned to Oakville, Michigan where he 

now resides (about 1879).  The couple had four children: George, Emma, Phoebe, and 

William. Mr. Wilson is a member of Taylor Post, No. 274, G. A. R. of Milan. (Civil War) 

Wilson 

Jane 

Jane Wilson, wife of Robert Wilson, died Jan. 29, 1849, aged 66 years.  (born 1783).  From 

records of Stony Creek Cemetery. 

Wilson 

Jane 

Jane Ann Wilson, widow of the late Thomas Wilson of Milan, was b in Onandaga, NY Feb. 

23, 1812. She died at her home on River Street in the Village of Milan Nov. 9, 1900 at 6 

o’clock p. m. being 88 years, 8 months and 17 days old. Her maiden name: Jane Ann Dodge 

and was the daughter of David Dodge, of Onondaga, NY. She married Thomas Wilson July 

12, 1835. They moved to Monroe Mich. in 1842 and to Milan in 1856. She leaves 3 

children, Sarah E., Charles H., and Myron W., of Milan. Rev. Danskin of the Presbyterian 

Church officiated at the funeral. Burial: Marble Park Cemetery.  Source: Genealogist Friend, 

Vol. 6, p. 2, obituary. 

Wilson 

Jane 

Jane Wilson was the head of household in 1900 when census was taken.  She lived in 

Village of Milan on Monroe county side, probably on Wabash Street.  She was b. Feb. 1812 

in NY, age 88, widowed. She had 2 children, both still living.  Her father was b. VT and her 

mother b. CT. She owns her own home free and clear, no mortgage.  Also living in the 

home, Sarah E., daughter, b. July 1844 in IN, age 55, single, her father b. England, her 

mother b.NY.  [Note: her deceased husband was Thomas Wilson, flour mill operator.] 

Wilson 

John 

John C. Wilson was born Jan. 6, 1850, in New York state.  He came west with his parents to 

Ann Arbor, then they purchased a farm of 80 acres in Milan (Township) on section 7.  On 

June 30, 1873, he married Maria McCardy of Ann Arbor.  Mr. Wilson engaged in the 

grocery business at Ann Arbor until April 28, 1886 when his store was destroyed by fire.  

On Feb. 1, 1886, shortly before his grocery store burned down, Mr. Wilson’s wife died, 

leaving 5 children to his care.  That fall he returned to Milan, and with his sister engaged in 

the photography business. Mr. Wilson is a member of the Knights of Maccabees, of Milan, 

Champion Tent, No. 424.  Source: History Monroe County, 1890, Talcott Wing, page 40. 

 

WILSON, MYRON 
Wilson 

Myron 

Myron Wilson was born 3-19-1853 and died 12-19-1923.  Note: an obit for Charles Wilson 

in 1927 says the brother, Myron Wilson, died in December 1922, but that could be wrong. 

Wilson 

Myron 

Myron Wilson, a white male, 27, occupation: work in gristmill, according to 1880 census in 

Milan Village, on Monroe county side. His wife “Elezobeth” was 27. Also in the home: 

Myron’s father, Thomas, 74, whose occupation was “Gristmill proprietor.” He was b. in 

England. Also in the home: Sarah, 39, “Daughter.”  (Note:  I think Sarah would have been 

daughter of Thomas Wilson, and sister of Myron Wilson. )  (Note: they were next door or 

across the street from Charles H. Wilson.) 

Wilson 

Myron 

MM Myron Wilson and daughter Veda invited MM Luther Smith and children as guests 

Monday. Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911. 

Wilson 

Myron 

MM Myron Wilson and daughter Vedah entertained several friends of Miss Pearl Palmer of 

Ypsilanti. They held a shower in her honor. She received many beautiful pieces of china and 

handy kitchen utensils.  Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911 

Wilson 

Myron 

Myron W. Wilson, 23, a resident of Milan (or Milan twp), born in Monroe, was married to 

Mary E. Haight, 23, of London, who was born in London (twp). His occupation: Miller. 

Wedding took place Nov. 19, 1876 in London. Witnesses: Charles Wilson and A. A. Wilson, 

both residents of Milan (or Milan twp).  Source:  Monroe county marriage records.  Note: A. 

A. Wilson would have been Charles’ wife Alzina. 

Wilson 

Orley 

Orley E. Wilson was b July 27, 1874 in Morgantown, Ohio, son of William and Sara 

Wilson. He died Feb. 9, 1975, over 100 years old.  He was a farmer at 9170 Wells Road, 

Azalia. Rev. Gary R. Imms presided over the funeral, and Orley was buried in Marble Park 

cemetery.  Orley had 3 sons, Herschel W. Wilson, Louis A. Wilson, and John B. Wilson.  

They all lived in Azalia except John, who lived in Carefree, Arizona.  Orley was one of 9 

chidlren.  He married Bettie Bount on May 15, 1902. He came to Milan with his family 

in1911 on Wabash “Cannonball.” His wife died Nov.5,1963 at age 86. He was a member of 

London Methodist Church. Source: Mill Museum in Dundee, obit index. 

Wilson Sarah E. Wilson owned some land at the corner of Wabash and Neckel in Milan, according 



Sarah to a map of Monroe County dated 1901.  “Myra” Wilson owned a lot further west, according 

to the map, and the grist mill was just west of that. 

Wilson 

Sarah E. 

Sarah E. Wilson died June 4, 1929 at age 86.  She was single.  DOB July 13, 1842 in 

Monroe, Mich.   F: Thomas Wilson, b. England.  M: Jane Ann Dodge, b. Vermont. 

Informant: Vadah Salmon.  Burial: Marble Park. 

Wilson 

Sarah S. 

Sarah S. Wilson was born at Cabot, Washington county, VT in 1822. In 1835 her father 

came to Milan, Mich. In 1836 she married Chester Wilcox, who was born at Livonia, NY 

1815.  To them 8 children were born, 5 of whom are still living: Francis, Helen, Charles, 

Russell and Florence. (From History of Monroe County, 1913, page 41) 

Wilson 

Susan 

Mrs. Susan A. Wilson, of London township, ws born in Raisinville, March 19, 1838.  On 

Jan. 6, 1859, she married Erastus P. Hawkes of Otsego, MI. They had six children. On July 

3, 1877, she married her second husband, Ira Wilson of NY State. He was born in 1849. In 

1879 they moved to the farm where they now reside (probably 1885, History of Monroe 

county Mich.)  A divorce was granted Mrs. Wilson from E. P. Hawkes in the fall of 1877, 

with alimony. 

Wilson 

Thomas 

Thomas Wilson, a miller of Milan township, was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1806 and 

came to America in 1832.  He settled in New York State. He is a miller by trade.  He came 

to Monroe City in 1843 and to Milan in 1856.  He was married in 1835 to Jane Dodge.  They 

have had six children, three of whom are living.  He is a member of the Universalist church. 

(From History of Monroe County 1913, page 41) 
Wilson 

Thomas 

Thomas Wilson died 7-18-1898 at the age of 92 years.  Marble Park Cemetery records. 

 

Wilson T. 

Sons 

“Wilson T. Sons (Charles H. Minor W.) Miner W. Wilson mngr, flour and feed.” Source: 

Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 1907, page 1470. 
Wilson 

Thomas 

Thomas Wilson died July 18, 1898 at the age of 92 years and 9 months, according to 

handwritten records by his son Charles Wilson, the coroner in Milan.  [That means Thomas 

was born in about Oct. 1805.]    

Wilson 

Thomas 

Thomas Wilson was the son of Sarah Leighton and Robert Wilson, according to F-A-G 

Fraya Weiss, who saw it on a death certificate. The death certificate said he had 6 children, 3 

living at the time of his death. Fraya also says she found census records and his children 

were 1. Charles 1836, 2. Sarah 1842, 3. George 1846, 4. William 1849, 5. Myron 1853, and 

6. Fred no census yet 

Wilson 

Thomas 

Thomas Wilson, infant son of Tomas and Pola (?) Wilson, died May 27, 1902, age 2 days. 

London cemetery. Source: Charles Wilson, Milan village coroner. 

 

WINELAND 
Wineland 

Abraham 

Abraham Wineland b 1850, d 1909. Married Matilda Stacy b 1855 d 1914. They were 

married Sept. 5, 1872. Their children were Glady, 1892-1908; Emma, married Mr. Moore; 

Montamay, b 1874, d Nov. 17, 1881; Clarence Clyde, b May 9, 1886 (see another listing); 

Charles, who married a woman named Jessie and had a son, Wendell; and Harry Rush, b 

Feb. 8, 1897. 

Wineland 

Clarence 

Clarence Clyde Wineland “Clyde” b May 9, 1886; d April 7, 1967, buried at Marble Park 

Cemetery. His death certificate says he was the owner of a retail store. He married Gail 

Gertrude Moorehead July 15, 1914; she went by the name “Gail.” She died Nov. 1, 1973. 

Clarence married a second time,to Winifred Beaugarde. 

Wineland 

Clarence 

Clarence “Clyde” and “Gail” Wineland had 4 children: Norma Geraldine, b June 17, 1915, 

married Orlyn Glenn Pepper June 9, 1934; Norman Todd, b June 18, 1917, d 1923; Donald 

Earl, b March 18, 1925, died at birth; and Doris Jean, b March 18, 1925. Source: S.B. 

Wineland 

Clarence 

Clyde 

Born to MM Clyde Wineland, Wed., March 18 [1925] twins, a girl and boy, Doris Jean and 

Donald Earl. The little boy lived a short time and was buried at Marble Park Cemetery 

Thursday. Dr. M. E. Sollar of Milan and Dr. H. H. Cummings of Ann Arbor were the 

attending physicians. Source: Milan Public Library, Genealogist Friend, Vol.5 page 13. 

Wineland 

Clyde 

MM Clyde Wineland announce the marriage of their daughter, Geraldine, to Orlyn Pepper of 

Ypsilanti. They married June 9, [1934] in Angola, IN. Mr. Pepper is employed at American 

Radiator Co. in Ypsilanti; Mrs. Pepper works at Saco Manufacturing Co. in Milan. They will 

make their home in Ypsilanti. Genealogist Friend Vol. 5, page 77, Milan Public Library 

Wineland 

Doris 

Doris Jean and Donald Wineland were twins. He died at birth. Doris also had a brother, 

Norman, who died at age 6 from diphtheria. Norman was buried at Marble Park. Source: 



Doris Jean’s niece S.B. 

Wineland 

Doris 

Doris Jean Wineland, married name Lasker, lived in Mooreville as she was growing up. Her 

family occupied a house (former store) on SE corner of Stony Creek and Mooreville Rd. The 

house was very good; her family moved in there in 1927. She had a sister (Norma Geraldine) 

10 years older. Her parents, Clyde and Gail Wineland, grew corn behind the house, on the 

slanted property ending at the river’s edge. They also had a garden behind the garage. They 

kept an outhouse in the garage. In those days, most people couldn’t afford an indoor 

bathroom. Doris was born in 1925 and graduated from Milan high school in 1942.  Doris 

learned a lot about the grocery business because she was at the grocery store a lot. Doris 

says her mother canned meat, relish, and other foods. She made her own soap. She made 

pickles. Her father worked at the McMullen farm, which was close by. Doris had a maternal 

uncle, Harvey Moorehead, who was close to the family. 

Winters 

George 

George Winters, 2 a sec. 29, P.O. York.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Winters 

Joseph 

Joseph Winters born Oct. 27, 1790, died April 11, 1868, Azalia cemetery. Sally Winters, his 

wife, born Jan. 22, 1790, died March 26, 1872, next to him at Azalia cemetery.   

Winters 

Myrin 

Myrin L. Winters, 38, farmer, b. MI, father b. PA, mother b. NY. Census of 1880, Milan 

twp. Wife Mary 34 b. MI, both her parents b. Ireland. Son Myron Jr., 8, b. MI. Daughter 

Ezsa, 7, b. MI. Daughter Fay, 2, b. MI. Also living in the home: Liley Fleming, 16, servant, 

b. NY, both her parents b. NY. Also in the home: Blomfeld Whiteman, 18, farm laborer, b. 

NY, both his parents b. NY.  Lives close by Samuel Winters. 

Winters 

Myron 

The men who belonged to the East Milan M. E. Church pitched in to build it in the summer 

of 1870.  Myron Winters was one of those men, according to “A Century of Methodism” by 

Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, in 1956.  Diantha Smith (Mrs. Henry) organized the women to take 

turns feeding the men. 

Winters 

Myron L. 

Myron L. Winters died Jan. 27, 1951, at his home, 15934 Day Rd. He was age 82.  He was 

the oldest of four children of Myron L. (Mike) and Mary A. Winters. He was born July 31, 

1870 and grew up on a farm in Milan Township. He graduated from Dundee Schools in 

1890. He taught school in Milan, Dundee, andLondon districts. Also Ida, Newport, 

Temperance, Samaria and Waterloo. He retired in 1939. He served as Milan Township Clerk 

from 1944 to July 1953. Lifelong member Azalia Methodist Church.  Azalia Cemetery.  He 

is survived by a sister, Mrs. Fae Liedel, who lived with him at the family home. 

Winters  

S. S. 

On May 7, 1891, S. S. Winters bought three years coverage from Home Insurance for $6. 

$400 value on his two story frame shingle roof dwelling on west side of Dundee St. in 

Azalia. $125 on frame barn. $25 on hay, grain, and farm implements stored therein. 

Winters 

Samuel 

Samuel Winters, 63, farmer, b. PA, parents b. Unknown. Census of 1880, Milan twp. Wife 

Elsey, 58, b. NY, her parents b. NY.  Daughter Emely 33, single, b. MI.  Live as close 

neighbors to Myrin Winters. 

Winters 

Samuel 

Samuel Winters had a brick yard on his farm on the north side of Day Road along the 

Macon. In 1870, part of the brick for building the M. E. Church of East Milan came from 

there.  Part of the brick came from the Miller farm. Source:  “A Century of Methodism” by 

Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, in 1956, for the Azalia Church 100 year celebration. 

Wisdom 

Amos 

Amos Wisdom served in the Civil War according to K. Bauman records. Wisdom was a 

member of Milan GAR. He served in Company I 11th Mich. Infantry.Born 1829, died April 

1914, buried in Marble Park cemetery. See Find a Grave Memorial# 12288041. 

Wisdom 

Amos 

“Obituary” 

Amos Wisdom was born in Essex county, England, September 21st, 1829 and died March 

11th, 1914. He moved to Michigan with his parents when he was two years of age and spent 

his boyhood days on a pioneer farm near the present village of Flat Rock. He was united in 

marriage to Susan Oakley February 14th, 1855. To this union were born four sons and one 

daughter. The widow and daughter, Mrs. M. E. Ostrander at home and two sons, Eugene and 

Clarence, of Ann Arbor, also two brothers and two sisters, Mr. John Wisdom of 

Wickenberg, Arizona; Clayton Wisdom, of Flat Rock; Mrs. Elizabeth Rumsey, of this place, 

and Mrs. Ruth Chamberlin, of Flat Rock are left to mourn his loss. 

As a private in Company I, 11th Michigan Infantry he followed the flag to the front in the 

time of his country’s need. He was a life member of Milan Lodge No. 323 F. & A. M., being 

admitted on demit from Phoenix Lodge No. 13, Ypsilanti, Mich., September 2nd, 1892. He 

was also an active member of Lucious Taylor Post, G. A. R. His deeds as a man, a Mason 

and a Christian will live long after him in the memory of his many friends in this community 



where he has made his home for the past thirty-six years. The funeral was held on Sunday at 

two o’clock at the Presbyterian church, the sermon being conducted by Brother Rev. W. E. 

Atchison. Burial was in Marble Park cemetery conducted by the Masonic Order. 

Source: a crude-looking scrapbook from the 1910s and 1920s, page 92. 

Wittkop 

Helen 

Helen A. Wittkopp, 85, died Sept. 26, 2008. She was born Ap. 13, 1923 to Nelson and 

Marilla Hoopengardner Lamson. She married John D. Wittkop April 12, 1947 at Azalia 

Methodist Church. She graduated from Milan High School. She owned a beauty shop in 

Dundee. She worked at Ypsi State Hospital 1967-1984. Burial at Azalia cemetery. Source: 

Dundee mill museum obit index. 

Wolverine “Wolvering Plastics, Inc. In Midst of $300,000 Expansion Program” (headline) in Milan 

Booster, April 30, 1964. 
The new $300,000 expansion  program at the Wolverine Plastics, Inc. plant here in Milan 

will give the company floor space of more than 61,200 square feet and will increase 

employment by some 20%, according to Mr. Dan Vass, president of the company. 

Mr. Vass added that the new addition is a continuation of a master paln for physical 

expansion resulting primarily from important increases in sales. This is certainly welcome 

news for the Milan community. 

Noting that sales increased 130 per cent in the past seven years, Mr. Vass said an additional 

40 perons will be hired for general manufacturing purposes in the new addition. 

The addition, being built at a cost of $130,000, will house the manufacturing of new 

molding equipment and an expanded assembly area. An additional $170,000 will be utilized 

for the purchase of new equipment. 

In case you didn’t know, the Wolverine Plastics, Inc. firm is located at 495 Redman Road, 

Milan, and manufactures custom-injection and decorated plastic parts and assemblies 

primarily for the automotive and appliance industries. 

In addition to the Milan location, Wolverine Plastics also maintains a wholly-owned 

subsidiary, Gladden Enterprises, Inc., in Bay City. That unit manufactures plastic toys, 

household articles and industrial silicone parts. 

Wonderly 

Emma 

Eemma Jane Wonderly, 64, died Dec. 8, 1991.  She as born Jan. 24, 1929 in Cone.  Burial at 

Rice Cemetery. Her parents: Joseph and Nellie (Bruckart) Curry.  She married Ronald 

Wonderly in Britton on May 29, 1948.  Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit file. 

 

WOODLEY 
Woodley 

James 

James Woodley was born in Pishimago, Missisipi on April 14, 1928. He came to Milanin 

July 1956. His current address is 599 Yorkshire Sq. Milan. 

Source: interview in summer 2015. 

Woodley owned Woodley’s coffee shop, and then restaurant. When he moved from his 

coffee shop at [former Star Grocery] he moved to [former Kroger]. He paid $75 a month for 

20 yers to purchase it. In 1958, Ben Simon and [his close friend] Louis Neewman agreed not 

to bid on the building so Jim Woodley was the only bidder. So Jim Woodley moved into the 

formr Kroger grocery store. 

His first wife was Betty Romans. Married her June 9, 1961. They had two children. They 

were 12 and 13 when their mother died.  Betty died May 1977.  On June 1979, he  married 

her sister, Nellie Romans.   Nell was born June 13, 1933. Both of the sisters had worked for 

James when he had a restaurant in Ypsilanti. 

“We had the restaurnant for 26 years, had the convenience store 8 years,” said Woodley. 

 

 

 

WOOD, WOODARD, WOODWARD 
Wood 

V. A. 

In the Milan Leader, Jan. 5, 1910, a front page ad says “At The Garrick” and mentions high 

class moving pictures, illustrated songs and occasional vaudeville, Wed. and Sat. nights.  V. 

A. Wood, proprietor. 

Wood  

Vern 

Vern Wood established the Garrick Theater. It opened in 1915. People sat on folding 

wooden chairs. Someone played piano along with the show.  Slides projected the show onto 

the screen.  You had to read the captions written on the slides, some people could not read 

and write so it was a waste of time to go to the movies.  Later they had someone there to 



read the captions out loud for the audience.  “Garrick” was named after an English actor.  

Source: WBW in the first 3 years. 

Woodard 

D. A. 

D. A. Woodard, lawyer, 73 a Sec. 35. Residence and P.O. Milan. Source:  F. H. Pray’s 

Washtenaw County Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

Woodard 

David A. 

David A. Woodard elected as the first Milan Township clerk.  This was probably sometime 

before 1873. 

Woodard 

David 

In 1834, David Woodard established a flour mill in Milan, with his partner William Marvin.   

 

Woodard 

David 

David A. “Woodward” showed up in the 1840 US Census as a resident of Milan township, 

with his name spelled Woodward.  His household had the following people:  males, 1 aged 

10-15, 1 aged 15-20, 2 aged 20-30. Females: 1 aged 10-15, 1 aged 20-30. 
Woodard 

David 

The 1870 Census shows David Woodard in Milan Township, age 59, farmer, born in NY. 

His real estate worth $5,600 and personal property worth $1,000. Also in the home,Paulina, 

24, born in Mich; and Daton Cook, 12, born in Ohio, he is listed as “servant.” 
Woodard 

David 

David Woodard showed up in the 1880 York Townshp census, living in Village of Milan 

with Ayers family. His occupation:  Petifoger.  This is defined as a person who disputes and 

quarrels with others over trivial details, also an unethical lawyer.  It is also defined as 

someone who pretends to be a lawyer, without having the knowledge, law, or conscience. I 

think in Michigan in 1880 it had a more benign meaning, like a consultant who puts together 

business deals.  See “Ayers” for more information about the people in his household. 
Woodard 

David 

David Woodard was described in the 1880 census, and by Ann Delacourt, as a Pettifog.  

What does that mean?  “Pettyfog: To do a petty law business; also, to do a law business in a 

petty or tricky way.”  (Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, third ed., 1919). Source: Marjorie 

Rooks, this dictionary was passed down in the Putnam family. 
Woodard 

David 

David A. Woodard, Director of School District No. 1 of York Township, Washtenaw and 

Monroe county, joined with Simon H. Gay, Moderator of the school district, to sell a piece 

of land.  Date: November 13, 1869. Purchaser: David Blackmer (spelled “Blackmur”).  

Price: $505.00.  The lot is just east of a lot sold by George and Hannah Wilcox to James S. 

Gay. Lot is 4 rods wide and 10 rods deep, 1/4 acre of land.  Liber 71, p. 681 Washtenaw. 
Woodard 

David A. 

DeLacy Ayers of Milan bought Lot #10 Edwards Plat on Jan. 22, 1881. This is located on 

Tolan Street immediately north of the Babcock Hotel. Seller: David A. Woodard of Milan. 

Liber 94, page 404 Washtenaw register of deeds. 

Woodard 

David A. 

On Oct. 30, 1878. George D. Leonard of Northampton, Massachusetts sold land to David A. 

Woodard of York township for $2,000. Property in York township, in the west half of the 

south east quarter of section 35.  Deed has language indicating Mr. Woodard will make 

annual payments with interest, apparently purchasing on land contract. Source: Washtenaw 

Register Deeds, Liber 85, p. 444. 

Woodard 

David A. 

David A. Woodard was second postmaster in the Milan area.  He delivered mail in his hat. 

Source: Warren Hale, quoted by Rich Quackenbush of the Ann Arbor News, July 1, 1972, 

front page of the second section. 

Woodard 

David A. 

April 16, 1879. Harmon Allen and his wife, Mary L. Allen, sold property to David A. 

Woodard for $72 (?) dollars.  (Two small lots near the Babcock Hotel and an unofficial alley 

north of the hotel.)   

Woodard 

David A. 

A legal document was issued Sept. 20, 1836 by Warren C. Mead, Justice of the Peace, 

concerning a lawsuit by David A. Woodard, plaintiff, against Sanborn Heath, defendant. The 

document was a subpoena requiring three witnesses to appear in Mead’s courtroom--  John 

M. Marvin, J. D. Child, and Chester Wilcox. The witnesses were required to show up and 

testify on behalf of thePlaintiff (Woodard). “Fail at your peril,” Mead warns on a slip of 

paper measuring 8” x 3”.  Source: Eugene Lidster of Grass Lake, an expert on Mead 

genealogy. 

Woodard 

David Polly 

The 1840 US Census shows Polly “Woodward” living in Milan township.  Her home 

contains 2 females 20-30 and 1 female 60-70. 

Woodard 

Pauline 

Pauline Woodard Brookline, daughter of David and Sarah Woodard, was born in the Village 

of Milan out east on what is now known as the old Leonard farm. [NOTE: now occupied by 

Bimac Manufacturing, east of Wabash RR tracks.] She was the fourth child in a family of 

five children. In her early girlhood she went to Chicago to make her home. Here she and her 

older sister, Mrs.Angie Woodard Edwards, made their home together for many years. In Oct. 

1897 she married Mr. Arba Brookins, also of Chicago. He passed away soon after their 

marriage. In Dec. 1928, Mrs. Essie Easlick went to Chicago and brought Mrs. Brookins ot 



Milan where she lived with Mrs. Sarah Gauntlett, where she has received all the kindly and 

loving care possible to make her comfortable and contented.  Mrs. Brookline was taken ill 

on Sunday, May 7 [1933] with bronchial pneumonia nad died Saturay, May 20.  Owing to 

her failing health and physical weakness, she has not been able to leave her room since 

coming here. Funeral held Monday from the home of Mrs. Sarah Gauntlett. Burial at 

Spaulding Cemetery. 
Woodard 

Sylvester 

Sylvester Woodard died June 11, 1900 aged 80 years, 3 days. London Cemetery. Source: 

Charles Wilson, coroner, Village of Milan.  He must have been born about June 8, 1820. 

Note: he might have been “Woodward.” 

 

WOODWARD 
Woodward 

Sylvender 

Sylvender* Woodward*, an active farmer of London township, was born in Orleans county, 

NY June 8, 1820. He remained at home with his parents, Nathaniel and Ruth (Jackson) 

Woodward, until his13 th year, then went to work on a farm. In 1835 his parents came to 

what is now known as London township. Sylvender cleared the 80-acre farm the first 4 

years.  Then he worked as a carpenter and joiner, and millwright. June 10, 1847 he married 

Rhoda Ann Shaw of Sellville, MI. She was born Jan. 11, 1823 at Rochester, MI. They had 4 

children: Francis, b. March 21, 1848; Ruth, b. Feb. 26, 1854; Walter, b. Sept. 2, 1856; and 

Chester, b. Nov. 12, 1861. Chester d. Aug. 16, 1865. Mrs. Woodward d. Sept. 12, 1865. On 

Feb. 14, 1867, Mr. Woodward married a 2nd wife, Martha Ann Wales of Washt. County MI. 

She was born in NY State 1838. They had 4 children: Ora, b. Sept. 3, 1872; Don, b. May 17, 

1875; Roscoe, b. May 28, 1879. (No 4th child given.)  In 1849, Mr. Woodward moved his 

family to the farm of his father, and has added to it, and now owns 260 acres.  *Note: the 

History of Monroe County, 1890, Talcott Wing, page 35, gives the spelling as Sylvender and 

Woodward.  Note: Rhoda Ann Shaw was from “Sellville” apparently “Belleville.”   

Woodard 

Sylbander 

Sylbander Woodard, 60, farmer, b. NY, parents b. NH, answered the London twp census in 

1880. His daughter Ruth, 25, was b. MI. Son Walter, 23, “farm laborer,” b. MI.  Son 

Sylbander, 12, b. MI; son, Ora, 8; son Don, 5; and son Rosco, 1.  Note: his name is probably 

spelled “Woodward.” 

Woodward 

Sylvester 

See “Sylvester Woodard.” 

 
Woodward 

David 

In some historical essays, the name David Woodard has been misspelled.  The name 

“Woodward” is an error, according to Warren Hale.  His real name is “Woodard.” 

Woodward 

William 

William Woodward, 45, farmer, b. MI, and both parents b. in England. That’s the report of 

1880 census in Milan twp. Wife, Sylva, 47, b. NY, both her parents b. NY. Daughter Ellen, 

17, b. MI. Son Herbert, 16. Son Alden, 13. Daughter Effie, 11, b. MI. 

 

WOLCOTT AND WOOLCOTT 
Wolcott 

Amanda 

Amanda B. Wolcott (spelled “Wolcott”) was b Dec. 14, 1844 in the village of Mooreville in 

a log house that stood where the Methodist Church now stands (probably on the hill above 

NW corner of Mooreville and Stony Creek Rd. however there was also a Free Methodist 

church east of that intersection.) On April 30, 1862 she married Charles Ellis of York twp, 

with whom she has lived 53 happy and prosperous years. They had 2 children, Jeanette A., 

now Mrs. Luther Phelps of Detroit, and Charles W. who remains with his father in the 

family home. Mrs. Ellis seemed to be recovering from anillness on May 11, but at 3 o’clock 

in the morning the beautiful light went out. Funeral was held at the home, Rev. W. S. Smith 

officiating.  [Smith served the Milan church from 1914 to1919].  Burial at Mooreville 

cemetery. Source: Genealogist Friend Vol. 3 page 9 

Woolcott 

Caroline 

A wedding occurred on Wednesday (around Sept. 7, 1904) at the home of Mrs.Caroline 

Woolcott, of County Street, when her youngest daughter, Mayme, married Clyde R. Chapin, 

son of Dr. S. Chapin of this place (Milan). None but immediate relatives being present. Rev. 

T. D. Denman, pastor of the Baptist Church, officiating.  Mr. and Mrs. Chapin left at noon 

for Niagara Falls and Buffalo. 

Woolcott 

Caroline 

Marble Park Cemetery early burials include Caroline Woolcott, born 11-6-1843, died 12-29-

1923. 

Wolcott 

Caroline 

1870 US Census York Township, PO Saline, shows MartinWolcott, 30, harness maker. 

Caroline, 26. William, 8. Carrie, 7. Hattie, 5. Evaline, 3. Nellie, 1 /12. 



Wolcott 

Caroline 

Page 655 of City Directory 1908 shows Caroline Wolcott living on MainSt. In Milan, she is 

the widow of Martin Wolcott. Also on Main St. in Milan: Carles N. (Julia) Wolcott, barber; 

and Wm. (Eva) Wolcott, confectioner. 

Woolcott 

Charles 

Charles Woolcott elected Trustee of Milan, March 10, 1902, served two years. 

 

Woolcott 

Charles 

b 1873 

Charles Woolcott was killed in 1908 in a tragic accident near Dearborn along with his 

brother William.  Charles left a son, Ralph “Ty” Woolcott.  Ty in turn had a son, whose 

name was Charles Woolcott.  NOTE: According to family records, all three of these 

gentlemen owned the same building downtown and each of them worked there as a barber. 

Woolcott 

Charles 

b 1873 

Charles N. Woolcott died April 21, 1908 with his brother William while heading home to 

Milan in a new Ford automobile.  The car was hit by a train and the two brothers were killed 

instantly.  He had a barber shop on Main Street in Milan.  Charles was b. in Milan June 16, 

1873.  He was survived by one son, Ralph, age 14, and by his widow [Julia].  He was 

survived by his mother, Caroline Woolcott, and by his sisters, Mrs. L. G. Smith, Miss 

Harriett Wolcott, Mrs. Eva Coe and Mrs. C. R. Chapin.  Charles was 35 when he died.  He 

was a Knight of Pythias and an Elk.  He had $1,000 life insurance with Provident.  

92962349 
Woolcott 

Charles 

Charles Woolcott, born in 1873, had his own line of cigars which he named “Chuck’s 

cigars.”  He was a barber in downtown Milan. 

Wolcott 

Charles 

Charles “Wolcott” is listed in 1907 Michigan Gazeteer in the Milan section, as “barber.” 

Woolcott 

Charles F. 

b 1920 

Charles F. Woolcott was born about 1920.  His parents were Ralph and Maurita Woolcott.  

Charles F. continued the family tradition and took up the barbering profession.  Charles F. 

owned the building now known as Roys Barbeque.  He had his barber chair in the shop in 

the back, with a picture window of Wilson park, hence the name “Parkview” barbershop.  

Before he started his barber shop, he cut hair on his front porch, then he purchased a 

building in the downtown which is now Roy’s BarBQ. He and his wife ran an ice cream 

place there. He then sold the ice cream place, and cut hair in the back room.  Later a TV 

repair shop appeared in the front of the building.  See Find a Grave 72997096    
Woolcott 

Clara 

Clara R. Woolcott was married to Dr. Samuel Chapin. Clara was the sister of Charles and 

William Woolcott. See “Chapin”for additional info about Clara. 

Woolcott 

Doratha 

Alexander Loomis, 30, of Kent County, married Doratha Wolcott “Wolcott” age 28 of 

Superior township, on July 5, 1845. Signed by Philo Galpin, Justice of the Peace. Source: 

Washtenaw marriage records Vol. 1 page 259. 

Woolcott 

Everett 

Early burial records at Marble Park Cemetery show Everett Woolcott, died 1-5-1898, age 22 

days. May be related to Caroline, also in that cemetery. 

Woolcott 

Grant 

b 1869 

Grant Wolcott was born Sep. 8, 1869. He died July 5, 1870. He was moved from the 

Mooreville cemetery and re-buried Aug. 21, 1901 at Marble Park cemetery.  Source: 

Mooreville cemetery. 

Woolcott 

Harriet 

Glen P. Robinson, 42, of Ypsilanti, married Miss Harriet Wolcott, age 34, of York township, 

on March 10, 1851. Mr. R. Moore, Justice of the peace, officiated at the wedding, which was 

held in York township. Wedding also witnessed by E. Draper. Source: Washtenaw marriage 

records, vol. 1 page 22. (Note: she may have been the widow of Noah Wolcott.) 

Wolcott 

Draper, 

Harriet 

Harriet "Wolcott" of York married "Alen" P. Robinson of Ypsilanti, on Mar. 10, 1850? in 

Washtenaw County. [the marriage record was 1 of 4 turned in to the county by M. R. Moore 

in bulk on Mar. 19, 1851 and is the only one without a year--the marriages being 1848, 

1850, Robinson, 1850). The witnesses of the Robinson marriage were E. H. Hoffs & E. 

Draper. Child Allen Perry Robinson (appears in the Robinson household in 1860 as Allen 

P.) death certificate="Perry A. Robinson"  June 26, 1918 [seekingmichigan] lists his parents 

as Allen Robinson and Harriet Draper. Source: Judi Bornemeier The marriage between 

Harriet and Allen ended before Nov. 1863 when Allen then married Mary A. Holcomb. On 

the 1870 census Harriet lists her name on the census as "Harriet Wolcott." In the household 

are Perry Robinson, and Hellen Graham (1860 was listed as Helen Wolcott). 

Helen Graham would later marry Jahiel H. Smith in 1882. The gravestones for Hellen E. 

Smith and Harriett Robinson are next to each other in Mooreville Cemetery. Also in the plot 

is Jessie Graham, who was the daughter of Hellen and granddaughter of Harriett. Source: 

Judi Bornemeier. 

Woolcott Harriett Woolcott, 1866-1934. 



Harriett 

Woolcott 

Harriet 

Harriet Wolcott, 8 a Sec. 29, P.O. York.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Woolcott 

Harriett 

Miss Harriett Wolcott of Richmond, IN came Saturday to spend the holidays with her 

mother, Mrs. Caroline Wolcott. Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 1911. 

Woolcott 

Harriet 

Harriet Woolcott, 64, head of  household in (1880?) census York township. Weller Graham, 

female, 34. Mabel, 10, daughter. Jessie, daughter, 8. 

Wolcott 

Harriet 

Mrs. Harriet Wolcott Hobbs (spelled “Wolcott”) passed away Friday morning following a 

short illness. [Handwritten note says June 8, 1934 which may be publication date for this 

obituary].  She had been in ill health for some time, but was not considered in a dangerous 

condition until a few days before her death. She was born in Mooreville May 8, 1866, the 

daughter of Martin and Caroline Wolcott. She was one of 8 children, 3 boys and 5 girls. In 

1918 she married Clinton H. Hobbs, who died about 9 years ago. She spent most of her life 

in the vicinity of Milan. She is survived by two sisters, Mrs. Eva Gillette of Milan and Mrs. 

Claud Chapin of Detroit. Funeral held from the home, Rev. Peter E. Soudah of Garden City 

officiating. Burial at Marble Park Cemeter. Source: Vol. 5 page 113 Genealogist Friend. 

Woolcott 

John 

John Wolcott “Wolcott” age 22 and Miss Lucena G. Blood, 24, both of Superior township, 

married Jan. 21, 1841 at Salem. Royal Wheelock, Justice of the Peace, officiated. Source: 

Washtenaw marriage records Vol. 1 page 82. 

Woolcott 

Julia 

Mrs. Grace Coe and son Max entertained at dinner Christmas, Mrs. Caroline Woolcott, Miss 

Harriett Wolcott of Richmond, IN, MM Claude Chapin and son Carl S., Mrs. Julia Woolcott 

and son Ralph, Mrs. Martha Coe, and MM Rex Gooding of Urania. Milan Leader, Dec. 28, 

1911. Note: Urania was a place in northern York township, had RR station. 

Woolcott 

Julia 

b 1874 

Julia Woolcott Auten died Nov. 18, 1950. She was buried at Marble Park Cemetery 

in Milan. She was born May 16, 1874 in York twp, her maiden name was 

McManus.  She was the wife of Charles N. Woolcott, who owned a barber shop on 

East Main Street in Milan. He died in 1908 in a train accident.  They had a son, 

Ralph Woolcott.  Julia’s second husband was Stanley Auten, who was from Milan. 

Stanley’s father had built the Cone Road elevator.  At some point, Stanley and Julia 

divorced.  Info from Les H. 87688718 
Woolcott 

Martin 

b 1840 

Martin Wolcott was born Jan. 23, 1840. He died April 6, 1879.  He was taken out of 

Mooreville cemetery and re-buried June 4, 1901 at Marble Park cemetery.  Source: 

Mooreville cemetery. Find a grave   119100235 
Woolcott 

Martin 

1840 

Martin Woolcott, harness-maker.  P.O. Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County 

Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

 

Woolcott 

Martin 

On Feb. 2, 1896, the heirs of Martin Woolcott purchased insurance.  They insured a two 

story frame dwelling on the north side of County Street.  The insured value of the house is 

$400, the contents and furnishings, $300. 

Wolcott 

Martin 

Quite a few people from theWolcott family were living with the Robinson family during the 

1850 York township census. Here is the list according to the census: Allen P. Robinson, 42, 

carpenter, b NY. Harriet Robinson, 34, b NY. Charlotte Robinson, 11, b MI. Thomas 

Robinson, 9, b MI. Julius Robinson, 6, b MI. Martin Wolcott, 7, b MI. Charles Wolcott, 7, b 

MI. Amanda Wolcott, 5, b Mich. Caroline H. Wolcott, 3, b MI. Cornelia A. Wolcott, 22, b 

VT. Mary Jane Wolcott, 18, b VT. [Note: it is possible Noah Wolcott died before 1850 and 

his kids went to live with a neighbor?] 

Woolcott 

Naomi 

Naomi Woolcot, daughter of William W. Woolcott, grew up to become the inventor of Spic 

and Span.  Her married name was Steinglein.  She sold her invention to Procter and Gamble. 

Woolcott 

Nellie 
Nellie Wolcott was born June 29, 1870. She died April 29, 1888. Removed from Mooreville 

cemetery Aug. 21, 1901 and re-buried at Marble Memorial.  Source: Mooreville cemetery. 
Woolcott 

Nellie 

b 1870 

Nellie M. Wolcott was b. June 6, 1870 in York township. Her father was Martin Wolcott, a 

harness maker, and her mother was Caroline Wolcott. Source: Washtenaw birth records vol. 

1, p. 176. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

The territorial legislature of Michigan passed a statute March 7, 1834 creating York 

Township, which had previously been part of Ypsilanti twp.  Wm. Moore picked the name 

“York” beause so many residents came from New York.  The statute said the organizational 

meeting for York Twp would take place in the home of Noah Wolcott in Mooreville. Boaz 



Lampson presided over the meeting.  Source: History Washt County 1881 Chapman. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

On Sept. 2, 1834, NoahWoolcott bought 80 acres in York township by visiting the land 

office in Detroit, Accession Number M10140_. 462. The east half of the SW quarter of 

Section 32 inYork twp containing 80 acres. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

The 1845 census shows NoahWolcott in York township on page 017. 

See also Find a Grave:   119100251 

Woolcott 

Noah 

William Moore and Lucy, his wife, of the town of York (township) sold land in the Village 

of Mooreville to Noah Wolcott, also of York township, for $250 on April 10, 1834. Lots 1 

and 2 in block 1 south, range 1 west (later the hotel); No. 6 in block 1 south, range 1 east; 

no. 8 and  9 in block 1 north, range 1 east; No. 8 and 9 in block 2 north, range 1 east, and 

No. 9 in block 3 north, range 1 east. Also No. 4, 5, 6 in block 1 north, in range 1 west, and 

No. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 in block 2 north range 1 west in the Village of Mooreville. Also the 

“Hotel back yard” area. Signed by Orrin Howe, Justice of the peace. Liber F, page 429, 

Washtenaw Register of Deeds. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

Noah Woolcott was a resident of Colchester, VT on Oct. 5, 1825 when he married Polly 

Smith. Source: internet. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

Noah Wolcott (spelled “Wolcott”) was 43 when he married Harriet Draper, 23, on May 31, 

1839, according to Washtenaw County marriage records, vol. 1 page 30. The marriage took 

place in York township and both the bride and groom were residents of York. Witnesses: J. 

R. Bowers, M.D. and Stephen Shutes.  See also “Harriet Woolcott” 

Woolcott 

Noah 

Charles Ellis of York Township purchased land from Martin Wolcott and Caroline Wolcott, 

his wife, of Ann Arbor, for $350 on July 11, 1863. Undivided one sixth part of all the real 

estate of Noah Wolcott, deceased, consisting of the east half of the NW quarter of Sec. 32, 

York township, and the SW quarter of Sec. 5 in Milan township, Monroe County. Witness: 

George W. Ambrose, justice of the peace. L 51 p 597. 

Woolcott 

Noah 

Noah Woolcott (spelled “Woolcott”) and Harriet Woolcott of York township sold land Dec. 

4, 1843 for $25. The buyer: School District No. 1. Lot 3 in block 2 north, range 1 west, 

Mooreville. Signed by J. R. Bowers, Justice of the Peace. Liber U, page 356. Note: school 

was on north side of the “NW Store.”  119100251 
Woolcott 

Noah 

Noah Wolcott (spelled “Wolcott”) and Harriet, his wife, of York township, sold land for $50 

on Dec. 25, 1843. The buyer was William H. Eddy of York township. Lots 5, 6, 7 in block 2 

north range 1 west, Village of Mooreville. J. B. Hathaway, Justice of the Peace. Liber X, 

page 97. 

Wolcott 

Noah 

Noah Wolcott is found at “Find a grave” memorial number 119100251. 

Wolcott 

Noah 

The 1840 census in York township shows Noah Woolcott. There was one male ag 5-9 living 

there. Two males 15-19 years old. One male 20-29. Females: one aged 0-5; 1 aged 10-14; 1 

aged 15-19; 1 aged 20-29. Total of 9 people in the household, threeof them in agriculture. 

Woolcott 

Ralph 

Ralph Woolcott was born Aug. 30, 1893 in Ann Arbor. His parents were Charles and Julia 

Woolcott.  Ralph was an only child. He married Maurita Helene Rapps on Jan. 28, 1919 in 

Wayne County. Maurita’s parents were Fred J. and Jessie Auten Rapps. Maurita’s father 

also was a harness maker.  Ralph and Maurita had two children: Charles Frederick Woolcott 

and Arlene Jeannette Woolcott.  Ralph died Jan. 20, 1963 at Ann Arbor, buried Marble Park 

cemetery. Source: family records of the daughter of Charles FrederickWoolcott. 

Woolcott 

Ralph 

Charles F. Woolcott, Ph. M. 2/c son of Ralph Woolcott and Mrs. Clarence Michelsen, was 

married May 23, 1945 to Lucille Shafer, daughter of MM Gideon Shafer of Ypsilanti. 

Wedding took place in San Francisco.   Both Charles and Lucille are graduates of Milan 

High School class of 1940. She had been doing clerical work at the Willow Run Bomber 

Plant before going to California.  Chas. Woolcott left Milan Sept. 1942 and went to basic 

training at Great Lakes.  He went overseas on duty (3rd Marine Amphibious Corps) and had 

to return due to malaria.  Source:  Milan News Leader and Jacqueline K. Woolcott Hall. 
Woolcott 

Ralph 

Ralph Woolcott served inWW I. He tried to enlist but was too young. He went back and 

spelled his name with one less “O” in it, “Wolcott” and then he lied about his age. He served 

at the 338 Field Hospital, probably in France. He was in the Marines.  Ralph sent home 

sourvenires from France.  Ralph enlisted in Ann Arbor.  He was a member of the Knights of 

Pythias, and a member of the Milan band.  Ralph owned the barbershop and lived upstairs 

over the barber shop.  Souce: Family records.   Find a grave 92961963 
Woolcott Ralph Woolcott played in the Milan band, perhaps the Utopian band. 



Ralph 

Woolcott 

William 

b 1862 

William Woolcott had the middle name “Wallace.”   He had his tobacco and then candy 

store at 17 E. Main St.  William owned the building. That building is made of wood 

although it appears to be made of brick.  In WBW column Feb. 3, 1982, it says that shop is 

Cottage Flower Shop.  Today it is Dive Shop.  Source: family reports.   

Woolcott 

William 

b 1862 

William W. Woolcott was killed by a train on April 21, 1908.  He and his brother Charles 

were on their way home to Milan from Detroit in a new Ford automobile, and stopped at a 

double railroad track.  The first train went by and it appeared the way was clear, but another 

train was coming from the other direction.  William had a confectionary shop on Main Street 

next to his brother’s barber shop.  William was b. in Ann Arbor Jan. 6, 1862.   He was 

survived by one daughter, Naomi, 12, of Saginaw.  William was 44 years old and was a 

member of the Pythias, Foresters, Maccabees, and Masonic Order.  He had $1,000 in life 

insurance.with the Foresters in favor of his daughter Naomi, and $500 with the Maccabees 

of the World in favor of his mother. Find a Grave:  92962596 
Woolcott 

William 

William W. Woolcott elected Treasurer of Village of Milan March 17, 1904 and served two 

years. 

Woolcott 

Wm 

William “Wolcott” was in confectionary business in Milan.  Source: Michigan Gazeteer, 

Milan section, 1907. 
Woolcott 

William 

William Woolcott, 38, born Jan. 1862, is listed as “confectioner” in the 1900 York 

Township census. 

Woolcott 

William 

Front page news in Milan Leader Nov. 6, 1891: “William Woolcott is doing business again; 

he opened up his shop on River Street yesterday with a brand new stock throughout, and  

new tools. The fire only cheated him out of almost a thousand dollars and ten days 

business.” 

Woolcott 

William 

William Woolcott (spelled “Woolcott”) had a display ad  in the Milan Leader advertising 

whips for sale, in the Dec. 25, 1891 issue. “Ask to see the Vulcanite and Farmers Alliance 

whips! Good whips and  low prices! Wm Woolcott” 

Woolcott 

William 
In 1892, the Glen V. Mills Washtenaw County Directory of 1892, Milan 

section, lists William Woolcott as selling “harnesses, horse blankets, robes, 

trunks, valises, whips, etc.” William switched to cigars and oysters by 1900, 

as he was photographed in front of his store with those items for sale. His last 

business was a candy store at 17 E. Main, the same location as the tobacco 

store. He died April 21, 1908. William had a brother Charles who had been a barber at 13 E. 

Main next door to William’s shop. Source: WBW Feb. 3, 1982. 
See also Find a Grave    92962596 . 

Woolcott 

William 

William Woolcott loved to read  naval history of the US.  He would sit for hours and read to 

his daughter Naomi.  Source: family reports. 

Woolcott 

William 

Both William and his brother Charles were killed by a train in 1908. They both had auto 

insurance but collision insurance was not offered at the time.  Source: family records. 

 

 
Woodward 

David 
In some historical essays, the name David Woodard has been misspelled.  The name 

“Woodward” is an error, according to Warren Hale.  His real name is “Woodard.” 
Woodward 

William 

William Woodward, 45, farmer, b. MI, and both parents b. in England. That’s the report of 

1880 census in Milan twp. Wife, Sylva, 47, b. NY, both her parents b. NY. Daughter Ellen, 

17, b. MI. Son Herbert, 16. Son Alden, 13. Daughter Effie, 11, b. MI. 

Wright 

George S. 

George S. Wright lived on 2nd St. in Milan for 1910 census. He was a lawyer.  He was 35, b 

in Mich.  In 1920, he was living in Monroe according to the census.  He is pictured with his 

Milan Masonic brothers in photo [#1220.] 

Wright 

Geo. S. 

George S. Wright was an attorney in Milan. Source: Michigan Gazeteer, Milan section, 

1907. 

Wright 

Harriett 

Harriet P. Merritt, daughter of Charles and Betsey Merritt, was orn Dec. 6, 1840 near Milan. 

She married Elihu D. Wright Sept. 1, 1862. They had 4 sons and 1 daughter. She was a 

member of London Methodist Church before coming to Milan, then transferred to the M. E. 

Church in Milan. She lived on East Main street.  She died March 12, 1920 at age 79 years, 3 

months and 6 days. Her son was Frank Wright of Milan, and daughter Mrs. O. H. Woodward 

of Milan, plus Charles, Elmer and Delos who live outside Milan. She was buried in London 



Cemetery. 

 

 

LETTER “Y” 
YODER 
Yoder  

Levi 

Levi A. Yoder and his wife Edna M. Yoder are listed in the 1910 census for Monroe county, 

married no children. He was a telegraph operator for the RR and they lived on Wabash 

Street.  Thanks to Ron Morey for info.   

 

YOUNG 
Young 

Alice 

Alice Young, 20 a Sec. 32 P.O. York. Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Young 

Bessie 

Bessie Margaret Young was born May 10, 1879 on a farm near Milan, between Ridgeway 

and Mooreville. The family lived in a log cabin. Dorothy married Martin Skees. Dorothy 

died July 3, 1967 in Adrian, Mich.  Her father was William Young, b. Oct. 20, 1834, in 

Ayrshire, Scotland, or in Ireland. He was married in Ireland. He died June 30, 1920, in 

Dundee, Michigan.  Bessie Young’s mother was Sarah Heard, b. Aug. 1, 1849, in N. Ireland, 

and died July 2, 1933 in Dundee, Michigan (see “Heard.”).  Note: Sarah Heard’s mother was 

Betty Stuart (or Stewart). Source: M. Rooks. 

Young 

Birtha 

Birtha A. Young was b. May 19, 1869 in York twp. Her father was James Young, farmer, b. 

Mich. Mother Lucy Young, b. MI. Source: Washtenaw birth records Vol. 1 p. 122. 

Young  

CA 

Had a notice published in the Atlas of 18 indicating he was a farmer in York Twp sec. 36. 

He has been in Michigan or in Washtenaw County since 1847. 

Young 

Charles 

Charles Alexander Young was born in 1847. His parents were Samuel Young and Carlotta 

Hitchcock Young.  On July 11, 1872 he married Mary E. Green of Canal Fulton, Ohio.  He 

eventually purchased his late father’s farm in York Township. He was a farmer, especially 

raising beef cattle.  Charles and Mary had 5 children but apparently only one lived beyond 

childhood, and that was Samuel Alexander, born in 1878.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and 

Modern History of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976), page 220.  See also Mary Young. 

Young, 

Charles, 

family. 

Charles Alexander Young was born 5 May 1846 in Michigan and died 19 Apr 1912 in 

London Twp, Monroe Co, MI.  He was buried in Marble Park Cemetery on 22 Apr 1912.  

He was married twice.  His first wife, Mary E. Green, died 9 Dec 1899 and was originally 

interred in Raleighville/Pool-Townsend Cemetery on 11 Dec 1899.  She was moved to 

Marble Park along with their son, Samuel T. Young on 21 May 1912.  The Young family is 

buried in Section B, Lot 23, Samuel T. in Space 1, Mary in Plot 7.  Charles Alexander 

remarried on 18 Oct 1902 in London Twp, Monroe County to Mary A. Loeffler Green, 

widow of John Basil Green.  Sources: Michigan death certificates for Charles & Mary 

Young, Marble Park burial records, Raleighville burial records, Monroe County marriage 

records. Source: Monroe Genealogical Society. 

Young 

Francis 

1880 census York township. Francis A. Young, 41, born Mich. Wife Alice Young. He is a 

farmer. Children Attie, 16; Lurry A. Young, 7; Carrie A. Young, 9 months. 

Young 

Francis 

Francis Young, 40 a Sec. 36, PO York. Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County Directory 

1878-79, York Township section. 

Young 

Harvey 

Harvey Young, with a plumbing and heating business, partnered with Alvin Ost.  Young and 

Ost was the name of the business.  Harvey Young got his training as a plumber by working 

for Sanford’s Hardware.  Source:  Millard Phillips. 

Young 

Harvey 

1940 census of Milan in Washtenaw County. Harvey Young, 36, head of household. Ola 

Young, 36, wife. Cora Goble, 25, sister in law, works at furnace and boiler factory. Milton 

Goble, 19, brother in law. Household located at 229 Lafayette, he is employed for pay, 

plumbing and heating. 
Young 

Harvey 

Harvey Young, 22, married Ola Goble, 21, both of Milan, on July 11, 1925. His father is S. 

C. Young; his mother’s maiden name is Julia Jacobs. Minister was J. H. Davis. Note: see 

Samuel Alexander Young to see if there is a connection. 

Young 

Harvey 

Someone named Harvey Melville Young was naturalized as a US citizen 3-13-1929. He was 

born 5-4-1905. However, the Harvey Young of Milan was born in Michigan according to 

1930 census. 

Young 1930 census shows him at 261 Lafayette in Milan, age 26,,with wife Ola Young, 26. 



Harvey Attended school: no. Occupation: Plumber. Industry: retail hardware. Also in home: Clayton 

Gobel, 23, Harvey’s brother-in-law. 

Young 

Harvey 

Harvey A. Young, born July 5, 1903, died Feb. 4, 1979. Residence: Milan, Washtenaw. Died 

in Saline. Source: Ancestry summary of death record. 

Young 

Harvey 

1910 census in York Township finds Harvey Youngs, age 6, living on a farm with his 

parents, Sam Youngs, 31, and Sam’s wife Julia, 29. Sam and Julia have two boys, Ralph, 8, 

and Harvey, 6. 

  

Young 

Harvey 

A wood ruler used to promote business says “Young and Ost” Plumbing, tinning, with 

address 905-9 N. Dexter, Milan, Mich. HE-2 4141 is phone number. Photo of ruler 

contributed by Mark Stauter in 2019. Stauter says on Facebook he remembers this business 

near May’s Texaco, Ivan’s Standard, Campfire, Necia’s, etc. 

Young 

Harvey 

Harvey Young was in the Plumbing business and lived at 229 Lafayette, according to a 

Milan Rotary club membership roster dated Jan. 4, 1949.  See also “Young, Ola” 

Young 

Hazel 

Hazel Young was born May 2, 1910. Her parents were Samuel and Julia Young of Milan.  

She had a twin brother Harold and two older brothers, Harvey and Ralph. She was a teacher. 

She married George Day Feb. 23, 1936.  Hazel’s brother Harvey was married the same year, 

to Ola Goble.  The four of them honeymooned together at Niagara Falls. Story has it that 

when they arrived at the hotel, Hazel opened her suitcase to find it full of rice.  After the 

laughs Harvey confessed to the prank.  Source: Hazel’s grandson Kent Jeppesen of Milan. 

Young 

Henry 

Henry Young (deceased) was born Jan. 16, 1794, in New Jersey.  He learned the tailor’s 

trade in the city of New York, from which place he went to his native place.  Afterward he 

went to West Meriden, Monroe Co., NY. He joined the war of 1812 just before its close, 

being in the service only three months.  He married Miss Mary Scramlin Dec. 21, 1817. She 

was born Feb. 20, 1802, near the Honeoye Falls, in Meriden, Monroe Co., NY.  He came to 

Michigan in the spring of 1833, bought some land in Sec. 36, town of York, this county 

[Washt], where he lived until his death, Dec. 28, 1863.  He built a log house and chopped the 

timber on four acres. Then he went East for his family.  Aug. 18, the same year, they started 

again for Michigan. At Rochester he took passage on a canal boat for Buffalo, whence he 

sailed for Detroit on the Sheldon Thompson.  They had a very rough voyage. The boat 

sprung a leak which put the fire out, and every man had to take his turn at the pumps to save 

the boat from sinking.  They managed to run into Cleveland for repairs, then went on to 

Detroit.  There was a very sick time on the boat, scarcely well ones enough to care for the 

sick.  They came from Detroit to Saline with a team, taking four days to accomplish the 

journey.  In about two weeks from the time of starting from their home in the East they 

reached their home in the West. After getting his goods they went to housekeeping in the 

wilderness.  There was no family except a bachelor brother, whose land joined within two 

miles. After a year or two the country was settled very rapidly. 

He raised a large family of children, 6 of whom are now living: Franklin was born Aug. 28, 

1824, and now lives in Saginaw county; Francis, born Dec. 28, 1838, who lives on a part of 

the old homestead: Helen J. was born Nov. 13, 18_8, married James Lawrence Nov. 14, 

1850, and lives in the town of York [Mooreville]; Janet was born Dec. 11, 1830, and  

married Nathan Stewart of London (township), Monroe County, where they now reside; 

Caroline, was born April 12, 1835 and married Jonathan  Atkinson of Raisinville, Monroe 

County, where they now reside; Ardella was born April 3, 1840 and married Andrew 

Braman, they live in Milan, this county.   

Henry Young’s wife, Mary, died at the residence of her daughter Mrs. James Lawrence, on 

Nov. 25, 1876.  They attended the M.E. church (Methodist Episcopal) when they first came 

to Michigan, their nearest meeting place was at Ypsilanti, a distance of 12 miles.  It 

sometimes took two days to go, as they had to go with ox teams.  

He was no hunter, but the first year he came to Michigan he used to stand on the runways 

and kill deer.  One evening he shot an old stag, then went to cut his throat and in their 

struggle he came very near losing his life.  As for privations he had none worth mentioning, 

as he had come … for his farm in New York State.  (Page 1436, History of Washtenaw 

County 1881)      
Young, 

Mary Green 

Mary E. Green (apparently Mrs. Charles Young) died 9 Dec. 1899 and is buried in 

Raleighville Cemetery. Source: Loretta Dunham, Monroe Genealogical Society, after her 

search of London Township cemetery records. 

Young, Mary Young, is buried in Raleighville Cemetery in the same lot as her mother, Mary. The 



Mary daughter, Mary, died 23 May 1879 in London Twp.,,daughter of Charles and Mary E. 

Young. She was 4 years, 4 months, and 28 days old.  Source: Loretta Dunham, Genealotical 

Society of Monroe County. London township records. 

Young, 

Nellie 

Nellie M. Young died 23 May 1879 in London Twp, Monroe County.  She was the daughter 

of Charles Alexander and Mary E. (Green) Young.  She was 4 years, 4 months & 28 days 

old according to the Monroe County death records (Page 133, E. 96).   Her tombstone in 

Marble Park Cemetery in Milan has the following information:  Dau of C. A. & M. E. 

Young, Aged 6 y's, 4 Mo's & 25 days.  Sources:  Monroe County death records & Marble 

Park tombstone transcription. Source: Monroe Genealogical Society. 

Young  

Ola 

Mrs. Ola I. Young, 82, of 238 Spink St., Milan, died Tuesday in St. Joseph Hospital, Ann 

Arbor.  Stevens Funeral Home is making arrangements.  Funeral will be at Milan Baptist 

Church with Rev. Blake Hunt officiating. Burial in Marble Park Cemetery. She was born 

Sept. 27, 1903 in Haviland, Ohio, daughter of Edward and Clara (McCreery) Goble. She 

married Harvey A. Young July 11, 1925 in Milan. He died Feb. 4, 1979.  She taught school 

before she married. In 1939, she and her husband founded Harvey A. Young Plumbing and 

Heating, which later became Young and Ost Plumbing and Heating. She was a member of 

Milan Baptist Church.  She has two brothers surviving, Clayton Goble of Blissfield and 

Milton Goble of Plymouth, Ind., and a sister, Cora Goble of Milan Two of her sisters have 

already died. Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit index.  Died 1986: source, Marble Park 

gravestone shared with Harvey. See also “Ola Goble.” 

Young 

Robert 

Robert Young, eldest son of Robert and Sarah Heard Young, was born Dec. 6, 1869 in 

Ballymena, Ireland. He was four when his father died.  As a child, he came to the US with 

his family, including step father.  He grew up on a farm about four miles west of Milan.  

One of h is brothers, William Young, was still living in Milan when Robert died. Robert 

Young died at his home, 211 Cuming St., Tecumseh, on Feb. 3, 1935, age 65 years and 2 

months. On June 21, 1933 he married Josephine Phillips. Robert was buried in Raisin Valley 

Cemetery. 

Young 

Samuel 

Samuel Young was born in 1802 in New York. He came to Michigan Territory as a young 

man and bought land east of Sanford Rd. and north of the railroad. Samuel returned to NY in 

the 1820’s and married Carlotta Hitchcock. They arrived at the farm by following a trail, 

now called Milan-Oakville road.  Samuel combined farming and preaching while raising 8 

children, 7 girls and 1 boy.  One daughter, Lucia Orletta Young, married Redner Minzey. 

The son, Charles Alexander Young, was born in 1847.  Source: Red Book (Ancient and 

Modern History of Milan by Arleigh Squires, 1976), page 220 

Young 

Samuel 

Samuel Young, 79 a Sec. 36, P.O. Milan.  Source:  F. H. Pray’s Washtenaw County 

Directory 1878-79, York Township section. 

Young, 

Samuel 

Samuel T. Young, son of Charles Alexander & Mary E. (Green) Young  died 17 Mar 1877.  

He was 3 years and 17 days old when he died.  He was moved to Marble Park Cemetery on 

21 May 1912 with his mother and buried on the lot with his parents.  Sources:  Marble Park 

sexton records and his tombstone in cemetery. Source: Monroe Genealogical Society. 

Young 

Samuel 

Alexander 

Samuel Alexander Young was born in 1878, the son of Charles Alexander Young and Mary 

E. Green.  Samuel married a neighbor girl, Julia Jacobs, on Dec. 24, 1899.  She was 19.  As 

his wife, she cooked for him and also for his father, Charles, who had been widowed.  

Samuel and Julia had four children: Ralph, Harvey, and twins Hazel and Harold.  Samuel 

signed his name “S. A. Young.”  In 1929, Sam died. 
Young  

O. L. 

O. L. Young bought insurance Feb. 23, 1894 on his stock of dry goods, notions, groceries 

and provisions, as normally for sale in a country store.  Located in the Babcock Building 

situated on the north side of Main Street in the Village of Milan. Source: Hartford Fire Ins. 

Co., ledger, Mell Barnes, agent. 

Young 

William 

William Young, 30, born Jan. 1869, is listed as “Druggist” in 1900 York Township census. 

Wife Addiss B. born Feb. 1869. (Pharmacy) 

Young 

William 

William Young, Sr. was b Oct. 20 or 30 1834 in Scotland or northern Ireland. His parents 

were “Mr. Young” and Ellen Doud; (Ellen died in Tecumseh). William was the youngest of 

five children. He married Sarah Heard.  He died June 30,1920 in Dundee, Mich. At the home 

of his daughter Edith McMullen. He was buried near the farm in Holloway. 

Youngs 

Adonijah 

Adonijah Youngs, 52, a farmer, was b. NY according to London twp census 1880. His wife: 

Irena, 46, b. NY. Also son, John, 15, and daughter, Lina May, 11, both children b. MI. 

Youngs 

Otis 

Otis Youngs, 32, a farmer, b. NY. From: the 1880 census in London twp. Wife Mary 26 b. 

MI. Her father b. England and her mother b.Canada. Daughter Claudia 2, b. MI. 



 

Youngs 

Travis 

Travis Youngs, 26, a farmer, b. Mich, answered the census in London twp in 1880. His wife: 

Abie, age 26. He was neighbors with Adonijah. 

 

Yunkman 

Julia 

Milan: Miss Julia Yunkman, 74, of 12225 Stony Creek Rd., died today in the home where 

she lived for 54 years. Services will be at Stevens and Bush funeral home, with the Rev. 

Harry W. Coleman, pastor of the Mooreville Methodist Church, officiating. Burial will be in 

Mooreville Cemetery. Miss Yunkman was born July 4, 1885 in Bohemia, the daughter of 

Frank and Katherine Yunkman. The family came to the United States when she was 20 and 

moved immediately to the Stony Creek address. Miss Yunkman is survived by four sisters, 

Mrs. Herman Bruckner, with whom she lived; Mrs. Mary Palmer of Mesa, Ariz., and Mrs. 

Albie Eddy and Mrs. Nettie Hammond of Green, Ohio, and three brothers; Joe of Ypsilanti 

and Edward and Fred of Green. Source: Monroe Evening News, March 21, 1960, found at 

Monroe Historical Library archives. 

 

 

LETTER “Z” 
Zabel John O. Zabel, attorney and counselor, of Petersburgh, Monroe county, was born in 

Postenkill, New York, October 29, 1856. His parents moved to Dundee in 1860, and then to 

Summerfield, Monroe county, where they still reside. John 0, the subject of this sketch, 

worked on the farm summers and attended district schools in winter.  He entered the law 

dept. of Michigan Univ. Oct. 1, 1877, and graduated March 26, 1879.  He started practicing 

law in Petersburgh, where he lives now. He married Mate Swick October 20, 1880, and has 

two sons, aged seven and three. Mr. Zabel was president of the village in 1883, 1887 and 

1888; attorney of the village for the years 1884 and 1889; is a member of the school board. 

Source: History of Monroe County, 1890, by Talcott E. Wing, Editor. Page 466. 

Zabel John Otto Zabel was born Oct. 29, 1856 in Poestenkill, Rensselaer County, New York.  

Zabel The 1880 census shows John Zabel age 23, single, lawyer, living with his parents in 

Petersburg. The parents were born in Prussia. Residence: Petersburg, Monroe County, MI. 

Marriage records show he married Mary Swick (or Kate) age 22 of Petersburg Oct. 20, 

1880. Wedding in Dundee before a Justice of the peace. 

Zabel 1900 Census show John, 43, and wife, Mary, who had married in 1880. He is attorney; his 

parents born in Germany. He owns his home. His wife, Mary, 41, was born in NY. Their son 

Allan G. Zabel, 14, lives in the home. Their son J. Golden Zabel, 18, lives there too; his 

occupation, “Teacher.” 

Zabel On Feb. 27, 1905, John O. Zabel was before the Ann Arbor City Council promoting an 

interurban system from Toledo through Petersburg to Ann Arbor. Later that year he told the 

City Council he had 31 miles of track piled up in Petersburg ready to lay in spring 1906. By 

Christmas 1905, rumors were flying that the new railway was stuck in York Township 

where it ran out of money while building bridge abutments, such as the ones on Platt south 

of Willis Road. Source: Editorial by Sidney P. Cook, Ann Arbor News, Jan. 25, 1949.  

Zabel 1910 census shows he lived on Walnut St. in Petersburg with his wife. He was born in New 

York; she was born in Mich. His occupation: lawyer. 

Zabel John O. Zabel, 78, dies in Petersburg. Was prominent in political and civic affairs of county 

The death occurred early Sunday morning of John Otto Zabel at his home in Petersburg. He 

was 78 years of age and had spent all but four years of his life in the county, although he had 

maintained a law office in Toledo for the past 35 years. He had been in failing health for the 

past year and since January was practically confined to his home. Funeral services were held 

Tuesday afternoon with Rev. Frank Blake officiating. Judge Homer Ramey of Toledo 

assisted, and bearers were composed of members of the Lucas County Bar Association. Mr. 

Zabel was a Republican all his life, although on various occasions he was active in the work 

of the Greenback Party, the Peoples Party, the Bull Moose movement and the Labor Party. 

He was active in the civic affairs of Petersburg. Through his work, the railroad service 

between Monroe and the village, which was threatened with curtailment in the latter part of 

the 80’s, was maintained. A few years ago Mr. Zabel again took up the fight but it was a 

losing battle, as other transportation facilities were too strong. Mr. Zabel was born in 

Rensler county, New York state, on October 29, 1856, and came to Dundee township with 

his parents four years later. A year after, the family moved to a farm in Summerfield 



township. He attended country school and the Petersburg union school, later going to the 

University of Michigan where a friendship began with Clarence Darrow, famous Chicago 

lawyer, which has been maintained through the years. He opened a law office in Petersburg 

and in 1900 became a member of the Southard, Zabel and Carr law firm in Toledo. In 1920 

Mr. Zabel became associated with George S. Moss and the firm has remained intact since. In 

October 20, 1880, Mr. Zabel married Miss Mary Swick of Petersburg, who died in 1926(?). 

Two sons were born: J. Golden Zabel of Monroe, and Allen G. Thurman Zabel, who died in 

in 1908. On May 24, 1927, Mr. Zabel married Mrs. Beatrice Gunsolos ? of Petersburg, who 

also survives.  Source: Dundee Reporter, Ap  18, 1935. 

Zabel, John 

O. 

Another obit, publication unkown.  

He attended the  country school several terms and the Union school in Petersburg two 

winters, later enrolling at the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, where he graduated with 

the law class of 1879. He began the practice of law in Petersburg the same year. On October 

20, 1880, Mr. Zabel was married to Mary Swick of Petersburg, who passed away in 1925. 

Two sons were born: John Golden Zabel, now of Monroe, and Allen G. Thurman Zabel, 

who died Feb. 9, 1908. During his early practice, he became associated with Judge Charles 

A. Golden, the two becoming close friends. [some material omitted.] Burial in Pleasant 

View Cemetery.  

Zabel, John 

Otto 

Obituary, Monroe Evening News.  April 17, 1935. Mr. Zabel had a long friendship with 

Clarence Darrow, famed Chicago attorney. Judge Homer A Ramey of Toledo assisted with 

the funeral. “Judge Ramey said that Mr. Zabeel was always an ardent believer in honor and 

justice and that he could have held high political office in Michigan had he chosen to play 

politics. Mr. Zabel, the Toledo judge said, was frank and outspoken and if he believed a man 

a hypocrite did not hesitate to tell him so. Referring to Mr. Zabel’s long friendship with 

Clarence Darrow, Judge Ramey told of Darrow’s speaking appearance in Toledo about two 

years ago. He was met by Mr. Zabel. During the conversation Mr. Darrow stated his belief 

that life ends in nothingness. Mr. Zabel immediately rebuked him severely and told Mr. 

Darrow that he did not believe Darrow meant what he said and was just pandering to the 

public. Mr. Zabel refused to attend Mr. Darrow’s lecture.  

Zabel John 

Sr. 

John Zabel born 1825 in Germany. Wife Sophie. Farmer in Petersburg. Had two sons, John 

and Justus. Elder John Zabel died 1909.  

Zeluff Alan Alan N. Zeluff, 85, died Sat. Jan. 10, 2004. Born June 28, 1918 in York Twp. son of Mabel 

S. (Lawrence) and Orra D. Zeluff. Graduated from Milan High School, attended EMU. 

Married Cliffelda Anne Lamkin Dec. 25, 1943, she survives. He was a farmer and a retired 

assistant postmaster in Milan. He worked 30 years for the Milan post office. The Zeluff farm 

was purchased by his great-grandfather in 1856 and is a Centennial Farm. He was member 

of York Baptist Church. He was treasurer of Mooreville School Board for a number of 

years.  His son Alan lives in Maybee, his two daughters live out of state. Marble Park 

Cemetery. Source: Obit. 

Zeluff 

David 

David Zeluff, son of James and Sarah Zeluff, was born in December, 1858, in London 

Township. He died Nov. 15, 1928 at his home in Dundee. He married Sarah Wise Sept. 2, 

1891.Their children were James, Mable, and Florence. Funeral held at M.E. Church with 

Rev. F. A. Blake officiating. Burial in Oak Grove Cemetery. Source: Dundee mill museum 

obit index. 

Zeluff 

Mabel 

Mabel S. Zeluff was born June 17, 1879.  Her birth name was Mable F. Lawrence. Orra D. 

Zeluff married Mable F. Lawrence Jan. 24 1900 at the Lawrence farm home.  Mable died 

Sept. 28, 1942.  Her residence: 11735 Stony Creek Road.  Rev. J. L. Masemore officicated 

at funeral. Burial at Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit file. 

Zeluff  

Orra 

Orra D. Zeluff was born Feb. 2, 1875, the son of Steadman and Roseann Zeluff. Graduated 

from Dundee High School in 1895. Attended Cleary Business College in Ypsilanti. He 

married Mable F. Lawrence Jan. 24 1900 at the Lawrence farm home.  She died Sept. 28, 

1942.  He died Jan. 8, 1944 at his home at 11735 Stony Creek Road, Milan.  Stevens and 

Bush Funeral Home in Milan. Rev. John L. Masemore, pastor of York Baptist Church, 

officiated at funeral. Marble Park Cemetery. Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit file. 

Ziegler 

Alice 

Alice E. Ziegler, 71, daughter of Burton E. Brinkman and Eva (Thomas) Brinkman, b Nov. 

15, 1927. Attended Townline Elementary School and Ypsi High School where she was co-

valedictorian of the class of 1946. Graduated Univ. of Mich in 1950, school of journalism. 

Married Lawrence W. Ziegler July 21, 1952. She was editor of newsletter for Washtenaw 

County Historical Society. Belonged to Salem Historical Society. Source: obit. 



Zieske 

Leona 

Mrs. Leona E. Zieske, 69, of 13302 Snell Road, Maybee, died Sunday (October 1972) in a 

Virginia Beach, VA hospital. She is at Stevens Funeral Home, Milan. Rev. Herbert J. Hafner 

of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Milan, will officiate. Burial at London Cemetery. She was 

born Jan. 20, 1903, the daughter of Fred and Laura Grassley. She married Paul Zieske, who 

died Sept. 12, 1965. Surviving, daughter, Mrs. Harold (Paulin Mae) Hammond of Maybee, 

brothers Loyal Grassley of Milan and Earl Grassley of Florida, etc. Source: Dundee mill 

museum obit index. 

Zieske 

Sarah 

Mrs. Sarah M. Zieske, 77, of 11921 Ostrander Road, Maybee, died Saturday. [Monroe 

Evening News published March 4, 1963.]  Rev. Eldor P. Panning of St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church of Maybee officiating. Burial in London Cemetery. Born May 4, 1885 in Raisinville 

Township. Her parents were George and Mary Stadler. She was married Feb. 22, 1909 to 

August Zieske at St. Paul’s Church in Maybee.  Mr. Zieske died June 2, 1949. Siurvivors: 

her son Clyde at home, a daughter, Mrs. Kelly (Marcella) Katona of Milan, and others. 

Source: Dundee Mill Museum obit file 

Zimmer 

man Betty 

Betty Zimmerman.  Note in Warren Hale’s handwriting gives her name and says “See 

Lytle.” This probably indicates he considered Betty Lytle to have maiden name 

Zimmerman. 

Zimmerman 

Harrison 

Harrison Zimmerman was b. Jan. 1840 in NY.  When the census came to visit in 1900, he 

was 60 years old, married 27 years.  Occupation: “Jeweler furniture dealer.” He lived with 

his wife Belle and three children:  (1) Edna L., daughter, b. June 1876, age 23, single, b. 

NY, parents b. NY, occupation “Saleswoman Jewelry.” (2) Ada daughter b. June 1883 age 

16, b. in Mich. (3) Stanley, son, b. Dec. 1889, age 10, b. in Mich. The family lived in 

Village of Milan on Monroe county side.  See also “Kelley, Mary” 

Zimmer-

man H 

In 1888, Harrison Zimmerman was in the polk Directory, Milan section, as a “jeweler and 

undertaker.” Page 358 of the directory. 

Zimmerman 

H. 

H. J. Zimmerman, watch maker and jeweler, advertised in the Milan newspaper on March 

18, 1904.  He had his name listed in the 1894 Washtenaw County director as a furniture 

dealer in Milan, under the name H. J. Zimmerman. 

Zimmer-

man 

Stanley 

Stanley Zimmerman was a well-known jeweler in Milan in the 1930’s.  He bought stock in 

the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan during the 1930’s.  Source: WBW Ap. 15, 1992 

(See Harrison Zimmerman, father of Stanley.) 

Zimmer 

man 

Stanley 

Married at the Presbyterian church at Hot Springs, Arkansas, Friday, Jan. 9, by the Rev. 

Hitchcock, Marjorie Baldwin Richards of Monroe, Mich., and Mr. Stanley Zimmerman, of 

Murfreesboro, Arkansas. Both young people are well and favorably known in Milan. Mr. 

and Mrs. Zimmerman will make their home in Murfreesboro Arkansas at present. Source: 

Crude scrapbook page 51.  Probably 1921 approximate date based on other clippings in 

scrapbook. 

Zimmer 

man 

Stanley 

Mr. Stanley Zimmerman arrived here Friday and visited until Sunday evening, when he 

returned to Arkansas, where he has some business to close before starting on his trip abroad. 

He attended the Father and Son banquet Friday evening and this gave him the opportunity of 

meeting many friends. Source: Crude scrapbook, page 52. newspaper clipping is loose, not 

glued down; has handwritten note “1921” 

Zimmerman 

Mrs. Mary 

Belle and 

Mr. O. A. 

Kelley 

Source: Crude scrapbook page 47 “Prominent Milan Couple Quietly Married” headline. Mr. 

O. A. Kelley and Mrs. Mary Bell Zimmerman were quietly married at the parsonage in 

Marine City, last week. Both are very well known in Milan, Mr. Kelley being vice-president 

of the Farmers & Merchants Bank and a heavy property owner in this vicinity. Mrs. 

Zimmerman has been a resident for a number of years. Many people will be somewhat 

surprised at this unexpected news. Mr. Kelley left town late last week and was accompanied 

by Mrs. Zimmerman, but their destination was kept a secret and their whereabouts was 

unknown until a letter from Mr. Kelley reached here this morning. Mr. and Mrs. Kelley will 

spend a few days visiting in Detroit and will return to Milan where they will make their 

home. 

Zimmer 

man 

Cross-cut saws cheap at Kelly & Zimmerman’s Hardware store, Milan.  The Milan Sun, 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 1882. 

Zornow 

Melvin 

Melvin R. Zarnow, 56, died of heart attack Thursday. Stevens Funeral Home. Born Jan. 10, 

1931 in Milan, son of Theodore and Delora Searfoss Zornow. On May 2, 1952 he married 

Joan M. Conde in Angola, IN. He served in theKorean War. Member of Milan Moose 

Lodge 335. Source: Obit, Genealogist Friend. 

Zornow Ypsilanti: Mrs. Nettie Zornow, 90, died Friday in Beyer Memorial Hospital here. Mrs. 



Nettie Zornow lived in Milan until 1948 when she made her home with her daughter, Mrs. Edith 

Cheesman of 436 Ainsworth Circle.  Services will be at Stevens & Bush Funeral Home in 

Milan, with Rev. William M. Hughes officiating. Burial in Azalia Cemetery.  Born Dec. 16, 

1869, at Parker, PA, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bullman.  She married John 

Zornow in Jan. 1907 at Bowling Green, Ohio. She was a member of the First Methodist 

Church of Milan, the Shaner Circle of Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Ypsilanti, and the 

Senior Center and Golden Agers at Ypsilanti. Surviving are 4 sons, Theodore of Milan, Gust 

of Cleveland, John of Toledo and Roy of Knox, Ind. Also 2 daughters; Mrs. Gladys Falk of 

Milan and Mrs. Cheesman of Ypsilanti; a brother, Andrew Bullman of Chicora, PA; a sister, 

Mrs. Carrie Snow of Parker, PA. Two daughters, Lulu and Margaret, and a son, Earl, 

preceeded her in death. Source: Monroe Historical Museum archives, newspaper clipping 

with handwritten date “7 May 1960” probably Monroe Evening News. 
Zurlinden 

Hazel 

Whittaker. Mrs. William (Hazel) Zurlinden, 79, of Whittaker, died yesterday at Saline 

Community Hospital. Whe was the mother of Bernard Zurlinden of LaSalle. Funeral at 

Stevens & Bush Funeral Home in Milan, Rev. Bernard Hearl will officiate. Burial in Marble 

Park Cemetery. The daughter of John and Estella Vedder, she was born June 29, 1891 in 

Augusta Township. She married Williamm Zurlinden July 11, 1932 in Waukegan, Ill. She 

was a member of Lincoln Community Church in Whittaker. Surviving are five sons: 

Hershal, of Wayne; Arthur of Saline; Bernard of LaSalle; 3 daughters, Mrs. Allan 

(Margaret) Hassel of Milwaukee, Wisc; Mrs. LaVern (Mary) Leonard of Milan and Mrs. 

Thomas (Eileen) Burns of Mero, Ill.; brother, Clarence Vedder of Whittaker and two sisters, 

Mrs. Chester (Marie) Leonard of Saline and Mrs. Josiah (Helen) Dexter of Pinckney. A son 

preceeded her in death. Source: Monroe Historical Library Archives, news clipping 

probably Moroe Evening News, with handwritten note “June 13, 1971” 

 


