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Timeline of Milan, Michigan.  By Martha Churchill. 

 

 

Timeline Milan 

 
 

1752 On Sept. 2, 1752, British subjects in England and America switched from the 

Julian Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar.  They had a leap-month which put 

them ahead by 12 days, bringing them in synch with the rest of Europe. 

1775 The American Revolutionary War took place from 1775–1783. 

1789 One of the most important local chiefs in Michigan was Chief Okemos, chief 

of the Chippewa tribe from about 1789 to 1858 when he died.  He signed 

certain treaties allowing white people to settle on Indian lands. 

1700’s Native Americans developed a system of trails throughout Washtenaw County 

to facilitate trade between what is now Michigan and neighboring states. These 

trails remained major traffic lines throughout the centuries, and today the Great 

Sauk Trail is highway US-12.  I-94 runs the length of St. Joseph's Trail. 

1789 Beginning of French Revolution 

1793 In 1793, Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin. It cleaned cotton seeds 50 times 

faster than by hand. 

1797 In 1797, Charles Newbold, a blacksmith, introduced the cast iron moldboard 

plow. This was a big innovation for agriculture. 

1803 In 1803, President Jefferson bought Louisiana from the French. 

1804 In 1802 Napoleon Bonaparte became Consul for Life of France. In 1804 he 

became Emperor of France. 

1805 The Michigan Territory is created, with Detroit designated as the seat of 

government. William Hull is appointed governor. Fire destroys Detroit.  

1807 Treaty signed by Native Americans relinquishing their rights to Washtenaw 

County.  Signed by chiefs of Ottawa, Chippewa, Potawatomi, and Huron 

tribes. 

1812 Detroit and Fort Mackinac are surrendered to the British during the War of 

1812. 

1813 Jan. 22, 1813.  A force of 1,300 British soldiers and Native Americans fall 

upon a group of US soldiers on the River Raisin near present-day Monroe.  

(This was a continuation of the War of 1812.)  Some of them were massacred.  

This was the largest battle ever fought on Michigan soil.  Later that year, 

American soldiers drove out the British, amidst cries of “Remember the River 

Raisin!” 

1813 American forces re-enter Detroit. Lewis Cass is appointed governor of the 

Michigan Territory.  

1815 US Surveyor General Edward Tiffin reported that Michigan has very little land 

suitable to agriculture, it is mostly swamp. 

1815 The first surveyed road was called the “Pontiac” Road, later known as 

Woodward Avenue.  That was authorized by Congress on Dec. 15, 1815.  The 

early roads were generally all Indian trails. 

1817 Monroe County established on July 14, 1817 by Gov. Lewis Cass.  At that 
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time, it included the land now known as Lenawee County.  Monroe County 

was established in a hurry because President Monroe was about to arrive in 

Michigan for a visit. 

 

1820  
1820 Congressional Land Act of 1820 allowed a person to purchase 80 acres of land 

out west (Michigan, for example) at only $1.25 per acre. 

1822 Maine achieved statehood in 1822.  This was commemorated in 1970 with a 

six-cent stamp-- in 1970, that was enough postage to send a first class letter. 

1822 Washtenaw County was established by the Michigan Legislature 

1822 On June 6, 1822, Dr. William Beaumont was practicing medicine in Fort 

Mackinac, Mich. A young man was accidentally shot in the stomach. The 

wound healed, but with a fistula, so Dr. Beaumont was able to observe inside 

the man’s stomach and see the process of digestion. This was a medical 

breakthrough. 

1823 The Chicago Road was authorized by Congress March 3, 1823.  It followed an 

old Indian trail named the Sauk-Fox trail from Detroit to the shore of Lake 

Michigan, what is now Highway 12.  (The Indian trail connected Montreal to 

Chicago and then probably continued west to the Pacific Ocean..) 

1824 A few settlers were arriving in York Township and creating homes there, 

according to History of Washtenaw County 1881.  Names of those settlers not 

known. 

1825 On April 5, 1825, Orange Risdon purchased 164 acres in what would later be 

known as Saline.  He had surveyed the road through Saline and he was 

convinced that it would be a good place for farming. 

1825 Erie Canal opened Oct. 25, 1825, allowing a flood of newcomers to Michigan 

from New York and New England.  Previously, it took two months to travel to 

Detroit; now it was just five and a half days. 

1826 Sometime in the 1820’s, people started settling in Mooreville, so that it came 

into existence as a town or hamlet.  Sign at entrance to Mooreville says it was 

established in 1826. 

1826 Monroe County was reduced to its present size, and a portion was removed to 

form Lenawee County. 

1829 The first house in Saline was built in 1829 by Orange Risdon. The post office 

was established in Saline in 1830 with Risdon as post master. 

 

1830 
1831 John Marvin builds a two-story log cabin along Plank Road next to a toll 

station.  His residence was upstairs, a general store downstairs.  This was the 

first structure in what is now Milan.  NOTE:  A book on history of Milan says 

it was 1830 but that is an error.  In 1981 the City of Milan celebrated it’s 150th 

anniversary since 1831. 

1831 In 1831, first school building in York Township built in Section 18, according 

to a history of York Township prepared in 1976.  Burtis Hoag furnished the 

logs and was paid $50 for its construction.  A nearby farmer, Washington 

Morton, was retained as a teacher, with a salary of $12 per month. 
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1831 The first congregation in York Township was established in Mooreville.  It 

was a Baptist fellowship, according to a history of York Township done in 

1976.  Later the congregation relocated to Platt and Stony Creek Roads. 

1831 In 1831, Cyrus McCormick, age 22, invented a reaper machine. With this 

machine, farmers no longer had to harvest by hand with a scythe. 

1832 Dr. Jonathan Bowers came to Mooreville to practice medicine.  He was the 

first doctor in the area.  He practiced for 40 years in the surrounding country. 

1832 Mooreville Cemetery established in 1832, according to the sign on the 

cemetery.  Sign is likely erroneous. 

1832 London Township was organized June 13, 1832.  It included present-day Milan 

Township and Exeter Township.  It was named after the town in England, 

because that was the birthplace of an army officer living there.  Source: 

introduction to London Township census of 1880. 

1832 The first sawmill in York Township was built at Mooreville in 1832 by Isaac 

Hathaway.  Source: Past and Present of Washtenaw County by Samuel W. 

Beakes, 1906. 

1832 First meeting on record towards formation of Baptist church in Mooreville, 

occurred Aug. 10, 1832.  They met Aug. 31 pursuant to an adjournment.  There  

were 10 people in the church, w/ William Moore chosen as Deacon.  History of 

Washtenaw County, 1818, page 1419. 

1832 In 1832, Saline was platted as an unincorporated village.  Orange Risdon was 

instrumental in this.   

1833 The town of “Farmer” (Milan) gets its first post office when Bethual Hack was 

named postmaster in 1833.  The town was then called Tolansville.  Before 

1833, the only post office was in Mooreville. 

1833 James L. Moore came from NY and settled in Mooreville by the Saline River 

about 1830 He was appointed the first postmaster of Mooreville on Jan. 5, 

1833.  The post office was renamed York, after the township, from May 2, 

1834 until it closed April 30, 1907. Source: Walter Romig's Michigan Place 

Names. 

1833 Township of London organized out of Raisinville and Summerfield townships.  

Later, chunks were taken off it to form Milan Township and Exeter Township.  

First township meeting for London Township was held April 1, 1833, at home 

of Abraham Hayck.  Cyrus Everett was elected supervisor.  Henry Chittenden, 

clerk. William E. Marvin, John C. Sterling and Samuel Nichols, Jr., assessors.     

1833 London twp was formed April 1, 1833.  The new township board immediately 

passed a resolution: “All swine weighing less than 60 pounds each shall not be 

permitted to run at large, without a good and sufficient poke.”  

1833 First sawmill for York Township was erected at Mooreville by Isaac Hathaway 

in 1833, according to a History of York Township prepared in 1976.  That 

author suggests the saw mill may have been just west of Dennison Road at a 

mill site shown on an 1873 map. 

1834 William Marvin and David A. Woodard established and built the flour mill, 

which still stands today, used as the “Community Center.”  William Marvin 

was the son of John Marvin, first settler.  Flour mill used stone technology.  

Later it switched to steel rollers, and it was then called the Roller Mills. [Note: 
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David Woodard sometimes had his name mis-spelled “Woodward” which is 

not correct.] 

1834 Township of York organized and approved by the Territorial Legislature, with 

help from State Representative William Moore.  Named “York” because so 

many residents had arrived from New York. 

1834 Cholera epidemic hit Saline.  In the Saline area, 7 people died of the disease. 

1834 Not sure of exact date.  First organizational meeting of York Township.  Held 

at home of Boaz Lampson in Mooreville.  Supervisor elected: Noah Wolcott.  

William Moore was elected Justice of the Peace.  Othniel Gooding, elected 

Clerk.  The township already had a mill, school, and church. 

1835 Mooreville Baptists built their first house of worship, a log structure on the SW 

corner of Stony Creek and Platt Road, in October 1835.  NOTE: was that Platt 

or Mooreville Road??)  This was used for worship for 12 years.  Page 1419-20, 

History of Washtenaw County, 1881.  Location supplied by Warren Hale 9-1-

1982 

1835 First log home built in York Township.  Oliver McLouth erected his log home 

in the northeast part of the township in 1835. It was 28 by 18 feet. 

1835 David Woodard changes the name of the town from “Farmers” to “Woodard 

Mills.”   

1835 David Woodard sold the flour mill to Henry Tolan. (See 1854) 

1835 The Toledo War ensues over the Michigan-Ohio boundary. Michigan 

previously was denied admission to the Union because it would not surrender 

its claim to the Toledo strip. The area eventually is surrendered in exchange for 

the western section of the Upper Peninsula.  

1835 Spaulding Cemetery dedicated in 1834 on Plank Road, land donated by John 

Spaulding.  

1835 Elijah Ellis established the first store in York Township, in 1835. The store 

was located in Milan. Source:  History of Washtenaw County, 1881, page 

1417. This store was later referred to as the “Blackmer Building.” It was built 

on the SE corner of Main and Wabash, and it is still standing in 2014. Note: it 

was originally built with an alley on the east side. Soon after it was built, the 

alley was built to match so it looked like it was all one building. The addition, 

which was built in the alley, is now known as “16 E. Main.” [Note: Ann 

Delaforce, in her essay, pegs the date for this building at 1845.] 

1835 On Sept. 7, 1835, Charles Darwin arrived at the Galapagos Islands aboard the 

HMS Beagle.  He obtained information to help him form his theory of 

evolution.  

1835 In the 1830’s, John Deere, a blacksmith, improved the plow by manufacturing 

it in steel.  This made farming much more efficient. 

1836 The bloodless Michigan-Ohio War was resolved when the US Congress gave 

the City of Toledo to Ohio, and gave the Upper Peninsula to Michigan. 

1836 Postmaster General stepped in and decided to name the town “Milan” so as to 

end the confusion about “Tolanville” and “Woodard Mills.”  The residents of 

Milan Township were already referring to their address as “Milan.” 

1836 Township of Milan formed by splitting off part of London Township 

1836 March 6, 1836, “Battle of the Alamo,” where 189 Texans fought a losing battle 
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against about 1600 Mexicans.  Around this time Texas became an independent 

country. 

1836 In 1836, Abraham Lincoln became a licensed attorney. 

1837 Dr. Issac Hurd came to Milan from Dansville, New York. 

1837 University of Michigan moves from Detroit to Ann Arbor. 

1837 Michigan became the 26th state Jan. 26, 1837.  Previously, it was a territory. 

1838 On January 6, 1838, Samuel Morse demonstrated his telegraph system.  Dots 

and dashes represented letters and numbers.  This invention resulted in 

telegrams sent by wire for speedy communication. 

1838 May 26, 1838, about 4,000 Native Americans of Cherokee tribe died while 

being forced to move out of their native lands, cross country.  This is known as 

the “Trail of Tears.” 

1839 Women in the US received the right to own property, for the first time, thanks 

to a law passed in Jackson Mississippi.  The law allowed women to own real 

estate.  

1839 Judd Cemetery established on March 26, 1839 when Pascal D. Webb signed a 

deed.  He sold the 3/4 acre parcel to York Township for $30 for use as a burial 

ground. 

 

1840 
1840 The US census of 1840 showed Milan with a population of 250. Source: WBW 

April 11, 1990. 

1840  Marble Memorial United Methodist Church was taking shape in 1840. Church 

services were held in different private homes on a rotating basis.  At that time 

it was not called “Marble.”  It was just the “Methodist Episcopal Church.”  In 

1887, Hannah Marble gave a deed of land to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

1841 On April 4, 1841, President William Henry Harrison died.  He took office 

earlier that year, at age 68, and was at that time the oldest President to take 

office.  He died of viral pneumonia only 31 days after taking office.  Milan 

land owner William Henry Harrison Hack was named after him. 

1842 John Spaulding elected Supervisor of Milan Township. 

1842 Simon Gay came to Milan in 1842 when his father, Isaac Gay, came to Milan. 

Isaac Gay took over the flour mill in Milan at that time. Source: Simon Gay 

obituary. 

1844 Death of Dr. Issac Hurd.  He left behind a wife and five children. 

1844 Thomas and Hannah Braman erected a hotel on their property, at 141 W. Main, 

and they probably lived there as a residence.  It was a three-story building.  

Catered to passengers on stage coaches who were traveling on the Monroe to 

Saline Highway. 

1844 On May 24, 1844, the first electrical telegram was sent by Samuel Morse from 

Baltimore, Maryland to Washington, D.C.  His message:  “What hath God 

wrought?”  The US Congress paid $30,000 to build the 40-mile telegraph line. 

1845 Beginning of the Irish potato famine.  Continues through 1849. 

1845 On May 2, 1845, just after midnight, Sayre Reeves was trying to break a dam 

in Dexter.  An angry crowd arrived to express disapproval.  Reeves shot into 

the crowd, killing a man.  Reeves was later famous in Azalia as a founding 
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father of the community. His son later built a mansion on Main Street in Milan. 

1845 Dec. 29, 1845, Texas was admitted to the US as a State, after a rocky and 

violent history with Mexico. 

1846 May 17, 1846, the saxophone was patented by Adolphe Sax. 

1846 Catholic Church congregation organized in Cone in 1846 by Rev. Father Pierre 

Smothers.  Cone was known as “West Milan” at this time. Congregants were 

mostly Irish. Built church in 1848 on Welch Rd. west of Dennison Rd. 

1847 Thomas Wilson came to Milan with his wife Jane (Dodge) Wilson, and four 

children: Charles, Myron, Sarah, and George.  According to Warren Hale’s 

columns.  Their son George died as a child. Thomas Wilson purchased Milan’s 

flour mill from Henry Tolan. Tolan was operating the flour mill in addition to 

being Milan’s only druggist. Source: Way Back When column, Warren Hale. 

1847 Michigan’s capital city moved from Detroit to Lansing. 

1847 Flour mill and saw mill, owned by Henry Tolan, were sold to Thomas Wilson, 

according to Way Back When column of Nov. 6, 2003.  Thomas included his 

sons Charles and Myron in the business. 

1847 July 1, 1847, the US issues the first postage stamp.  It was revolutionary 

because the price was the same no matter how far the letter had to travel.  Also, 

the cost was paid by the sender and not the letter’s recipient. 

1848 Nicholas Childs establishes a saw mill along River Street (now Wabash) right 

about where Charles Wilson lived, near the bridge over the river (near the 

present Milan Fire Department building). 

1848 Dedication of the Catholic church in Cone, then called “West Milan,” in Milan 

township. 

1848 On January 24, 1848, James W. Marshall found gold at Sutter’s Mill, near 

Sacramento.  This set off the California Gold Rush. 

1848 Cholera epidemic in New York kills 5,000 people. 

1849 Methodist Church constructed in 1849 in Mooreville on the NE corner of 

Stony Creek and Mooreville Roads. The church is nearly collapsed in 2012. It 

is on the side of a steep incline. Source: Lindsey J. Wooten, researcher, 

working on her thesis for EMU.  

 

1850 
1850 In 1850, census was taken, and Isaac Gay was 50, occupation “miller” living in 

Milan township. His mill must have been south of W. Main in Milan, later 

Wilson Mill. 

1851 George Hanson purchased a share in a saw and grist mill in Milan.  After a few 

years he sold his share in this mill and purchased the Toland mill, and after 3 

years sold out and went to Jackson to live. In 1867 they (George Hanson and 

his family) returned to Milan. 

1853 Harmon Allen sold land to School District No. 1 in Milan on Oct. 8, 1853. 

Price: $50.  Located partly in York twp and partly in Milan twp on the county 

line.  One fourth of an acre along the Monroe and Saline plank road.  Source:  

Washtenaw Register of Deeds L. 71 p. 682.  

1854 Thomas Wilson purchased the flour mill in Milan and eventually passed it on 

to his two sons. While they owned the property, they erected a saw mill 
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nearby. The family eventually added steam power to the flour mill to 

compensate for seasonal lack of water power. The steam power was in place 

by the turn of the century, and probably before that. 

1854 In 1854, William Johnston and Pater Hanlon, who had adjoining farms 

fronting on Welsh Road, each donated 1/2 acre to the Most Rev. Peter Paul Le 

Fevre, Bishop of Detroit, for the first Catholic church in the Milan area.  It was 

named St. Mary.  A section of the land was designated for a cemetery. 

Eventually the little wooden church was closed and Catholics worshiped in the 

Village of Milan instead. Source: page 159 Arleigh Squires book. 

1854 First Catholic church in the Milan area built in “Cone” or “West Milan.”  The 

church was named St. Mary’s.  It was a wooden building on Welsh Road. 

1854 In 1854, northern Whigs who opposed slavery formed the Republican Party. 

1855 On June 18, 1855, water flowed into the locks.  Then the first ship passed 

through the newly-built Soo Locks along the St. Mary’s River in Sault Ste. 

Marie, Michigan. 

1856 Azalia Methodist Church was established in Azalia in 1856 by Shubel Lewis. 

The building was erected in 1870. 

1856 An 1856 map of Milan tells of the Haywood and Smith “steam saw” near 

River and River Street. 

1856 Thomas Wilson, a miller of Milan township, was born in Yorkshire, England, 

in 1806 and came to America in 1832.  He settled in New York State. He is a 

miller by trade.  He came to Monroe City in 1843 and to Milan in 1856 at the 

age of 50.  He was married in 1835 to Jane Dodge.  They have had six 

children, three of whom are living.  He is a member of the Universalist church. 

(From History of Monroe County 1913, page 41) 

1857 Creation of the National Education Association, or NEA.  Note: the NEA was 

commemorated by a three-cent stamp in 1957. 

1858 The Edwards Hotel was standing on present-day Tolan street in 1858. Source: 

obituary of Mrs. George Kinear; born Jennie Edwards. She was the daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Moses Edwards, who at one time owned and managed the Tolon 

Hotel [Edwards Hotel] which stood at the corner of Main and Tolan streets. It 

was in this hotel that she was born on Dec. 20, 1858. 

1859 U. S. Postmaster ordered that only the name “Milan” could be used for the 

town, and not Farmers, Tolanville, or Woodard’s Mills. 

1859 On Oct. 16, 1859, abolitionist John Brown, a self-ordained preacher, and about 

20 others, incited a slave uprising at Harper’s Ferry, VA. This helped spark the 

Civil War.  He was convicted of treason against the Commonwealth of 

Virginia.  On Dec. 2, 1859, he was hanged. 

1859 New post office was opened in “West Milan” (Cone) with John C. Cone as 

postmaster.  

 

 

1860 
1860 Episcopal Church was started in Mooreville, with deed of land from Thomas J. 

Olcott and wife on May 1, 1860.  Vestrymen were Asahel Edson, Thomas J. 

Olcott, Richard Alchin, Alexander McMullen and William McMullen.  
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Building not finished until 1863.  History of Washt. County, 1881, p. 1420. 

1861 Start of the Civil War April 12, 1861 with a battle at Fort Sumpter, SC. 

1862 In 1862, first brick school constructed in Milan.  On Hurd Street at Ferman.  It 

burned down Jan. 10, 1900. 

1862 On Sept. 22, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 

Proclamation, freeing the slaves.  He freed only the slaves located in Confed-

erate land; other slaves were not freed.  On Jan. 1, 1863, the Emancipation 

Proclamation took effect as to the slaves living in Confederate territory. 

1865 The original Mead School was built about 1860-65, on Sherman Road and Half 

Road, Milan Township, according to one of Warren Hale’s columns.  I think 

the date is wrong, the school was built around 1880. 

1865 George Whiting either bought or built the Babcock Hotel. He got it sometime 

around 1860 or before 1870.  He died before 1875, probably around 1874. 

1865 On April 12, 1865, General Lee of the Confederate States surrendered, and his 

men laid down their arms. 

1865 On April 14, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln was watching a play at the 

Ford Theater.  John Wilkes Booth shot him in the head. Lincoln died the next 

morning.  

1865 End of the Civil War.  On April l9, 1865, at Appomattox Court house in 

northern Virginia, General Lee surrendered his army.  Other confederate 

generals surrendered at later dates during the year.  Union veterans of the war 

called themselves GAR which stands for Grand Army of the Republic. 

1866 On March 22, 1866, Thomas and Hannah Braman deeded property to the 

Milan Union Church Society.  That year, the Union Church was built on West 

Main Street. Cost: $3,500.  It was for use by all the Christian churches.  No 

one church could use it oftener than once every two weeks. 

1866 Rev. John Roughman came to Milan and preached to the United Methodist 

congregation, and probably to other congregations as well. 

1866 House built on corner of Dexter and County, facing the “Crooked Tree.”  Jerry 

Weaver says his family lived there at some time.  House was no doubt built 

with lumber from Wilson Lumber Mill.  In 1934 the house was moved down 

the road to make room for a gas station. 

1866 East Milan, or Reeves Station, was opened as a post office in 1866, with 

Stephen Frink as postmaster.  (Later became known as Azalia.)   

1866 Village of Saline incorporated October 18, 1866. 

1867 Daniel T. Hazen took office as postmaster in East Milan (Azalia). 

1867 Mrs. Alzina Mead married Charles H. Wilson Jan. 19, 1867. She died Jan. 17, 

1902. Mrs. Wilson was born in Milan twp May 25, 1842, the youngest of four 

children. She and Charles H. Wilson had a son, Fred G. T. Wilson, of Milan, 

who has been in business with his father, and a daughter, Grace M. Wilson 

who married Wilmer F. Butler, who is of the shoe firm of Gauntlett & Butler, 

Detroit, and lives in that city.  Since the marriage of her children, Mrs. Wilson 

and her husband have built a new house, and as Mr. Wilson has recently sold 

his lumber business, they had intended to take the later years of their life as 

easily as possible.  Date of newspaper clipping: 1902. 

1868 In February 1868, the building was completed, and Elder L. H. Dean dedicated 
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the Methodist Episcopal church in Cone. 

1868 June 8, 1868, Thomas Braman purchased a brick building that was used as a 

grocery store.  The seller was the Kelsey estate.  Price: $450.  On SE corner of 

Main and Wabash.  Source: Liber 73, page 496. 

1868 Baptist Church in Mooreville had the following officers: Clerk, W. W. Kelsey; 

Deacons, A. R. Wheeler, Othniel Gooding, Srl, J. U. Fuller and Henry Kelsey.  

Superintendent of Sunday School:  B. F. Gooding. 

1868 Charles Blackmer purchased land that had previously been a school house. The 

deed was signed April 21, 1868. Seller: Joshua Hanson and wife.  Apprently he 

built a brick home on E. Main, probably first brick residence in Milan.  Bricks 

were transported by oxen to Milan from Ann Arbor.  According to family lore, 

Charles calculated bricks so accurately, there was only 1 left over. Source: 

MAHS calendar 1992.  

1868 David Blackmer moved to Milan from Saline.  In the spring of 1868 Charles 

went into the merchandising business at Main and River. 

1869 Wyoming Territory passes legislation allowing women the right to vote.  

Women’s suffrage.  This was probably done by mistake, the legislature passing 

the law on the assumption that the governor would veto it. 

 

1870 
1870 Sayre Reeves left Oakville and arrived in Azalia sometime between 1860 and 

1870.  He had been operating a hotel in Oakville.  He was born in NY and his 

first home in Michigan was in Dexter, where he killed a man in 1845 over a 

mill dam.  His new neighbors in Azalia probably didn’t know about Reeve’s 

homicidal past. 

1870 The men who belonged to the East Milan M. E. Church pitched in to build it in 

the summer of 1870. Sayre Reeves was on the Board of Trustees. Source: “A 

Century of Methodism” by Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, in 1956, for the Azalia 

Church. 

1870 On July 4, 1870, the Detroit Hillsdale and Indiana Railroad was officially 

opened from Ypsilanti to Saline.  The citizens of Saline had to raise the money 

to pay the railroad before the railroad was persuaded to build a line between 

Ypsilanti and Hilldale, running through Saline.  Myron Webb was one of the 

promoters who helped make this happen in Saline.  

1870 Sometime around 1870, paper was mass produced for the first time.  Students 

in public schools no longer had to rely on erasable slates for their lessons. 

1870 In 1870 the 15th Amendment to the US Constitution was ratified.  It stated that 

the right to vote must not be denied because of race, color, or previous 

condition of servitude.  Before this, laws in many states did not allow blacks to 

vote.  NOTE: in 1870, women were not allowed to vote, so the 15th 

Amendment was only about black men.  Suffrage.   

1871 In the early 1870’s, David Blackmer purchased the Blackmer store on the 

southeast corner of Wabash and Main.   

1871 The great Chicago Fire occurred Oct. 8, 1871. 

1871 Between 1871 and 1885, Methodist preachers rode a circuit. East Milan 

(Azalia), London, Oakville, Milan, and Mooreville.  Source:  “A Century of 
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Methodism” by Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, 1956, for the Azalia Church. 

1872 On April 3, 1872, Thomas Braman sold the building and lot on SE corner of 

Milan downtown to Charles M. Blackmer.  Apparently the brick building was 

already there, and being used as a grocery store, when Braman sold this parcel.  

Size: 87 feet E-W and 83 feet N-S. Washtenaw Register of Deeds L. 79, p. 94. 

1872 Joseph Meadows became Postmaster of East Milan (Azalia). 

1873 In the summer of 1873, Gauntlett and Allen, who owned the building in Milan 

known as the “old Brown store,” made a proposition to the IOOF and the 

Masons, to lease them the right to add a third story to the building for a lodge 

room.  The building was completed in January 1874.  (Source: History of the 

Masonic Lodge as told in 1985 Milan Centennial essay.) [I believe the Old 

Brown Store was a wooden structure located on east side of Wabash; it was 

lost in a fire.) 

1874 A petition signed by Nathan Stuart, Stephen V. Hitchcock, Henry M. Burt, H. B. 

Bessac, C. H. Wilson, Richard Callis, Isham Hitchcock, Chilson Phillips, Alonzo 

Mead, Nathan Phillips, John Burnham, S. H. Gay, Edward Smith and L. D. Teall 

requested dispensation for a Milan Masonic Lodge, which was granted Jan. 29, 1874. 

1875 Arnot block of buildings erected on Tolan Street, basically made of wood. 

Note: Warren Hale once said, 1885. 

1876 It seems likely that the brick two-room school in Mooreville was built in 1876, 

since the school district purchased the property for it in Dec. 1875. 

1876 Charles Gauntlett, age 23, of Milan, married Jennie Bunce, 18, in London twp. 

His occupation: “Stave Maker.” 

1876 “C. H. Wilson, Manufacturer of and Dealer in Hard Wood Lumber. Also, 

connected with firm of T. Wilson & Son, in Manufacturing Flour, Feed, & c. 

Custom Grinding promptly done and satisfaction guaranteed.  Milan Village.”  

Advertisement found in directory for “Milan” (Milan township) business in the 

1876 Monroe County Atlas, published by F. W. Beers & Co. 

1876 March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell yelled “Mr. Watson, I want to see 

you.” (Beginning of telephone history.) 

1877 In 1877, the Bell Telephone Company was formed. 

1877 The Milan Township Hall was built in the fall of 1877 by Buckley F. Marble. 

1877 John M. Lewis became Postmaster of East Milan (Azalia). 

1877 Thomas Edison invented the phonograph in 1877. 

1878 On October 16, 1878 a group of Presbyterian ministers from the surrounding 

area met for a worship service in the Union Church, and organized the 

membership for the “First Presbyterian Church of Milan.” 

1878 The Toledo, Ann Arbor and Northern Railroad came to Milan.  “Toledo, Ann 

Arbor, and Grand Trunk” is another name for the train. 

1879 Peter Cook, station agent for the Toledo and Ann Arbor Railroad in York 

Township in 1878, became the first postmaster of Urania on Jan. 10, 1879.  

The post office operated at the Urania RR stop until Jan. 31, 1914.  [GSM 

1879; PO Archives]. NOTE: Urania was never a community, it was just a 

Railroad stop in the middle of some farmland. 

1879 Feb. 28, 1879, a fire destroys the courthouse in Monroe, resulting in the loss of 

many important records. 
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1879 On October 22, 1879, Thomas Edison invented the electric incandescent light 

bulb. 

 

 

1880 
1880 Charles Blackmer built his red brick home on East Main in 1880.  This had 

been the location of the first schoolhouse in Milan. 

1880 The Methodist Church in Milan was part of a circuit, which included Milan, 

East Milan (Azalia), West Milan (Cone), Oakville, London, Grape, Maybee, 

and Exiter. 

1880 The Wabash Railroad came to Milan with its “Cannonball” express.  Also 

called “Detroit and Butler Railroad” which later became part of the Wabash 

train system. 

1880 The name “Cone” was adopted in the community south of Milan.  The Wabash 

Railroad had just opened, and it was calling the place its “Cone” station. 

Numerous residents were of the Cone family, including the postmaster, John 

W. Cone.  So, the community followed the lead of the Railroad.  Before that, 

the place was called “West Milan.” 

1880 Thomas Edison produced his incandescent light bulb for home use in 1880, 

providing stiff competition to the gas lights already in existence.  Electricity 

became available in Milan in the late 1890’s thanks to Wila Lamkin and his 

generating plant. 

1880 The Universalist Church was organized in Mooreville in 1878. They built a 

brick church building at a cost of $3,000; it was dedicated in 1880. Source: 

History of Washtenaw County, 1881, page 1420. 

1880 Milan Flour Mill: Myron Wilson, a white male, 27, occupation: work in 

gristmill, listed in 1880 census in Milan Village, on Monroe county side. His 

wife “Elezobeth” was 27. Also in the home: Myron’s father, Thomas, 74, 

whose occupation was “Gristmill proprietor.” He was b. in England. Also in 

the home: Sarah, 39, “Daughter.”  (Note:  I think Sarah would have been 

daughter of Thomas Wilson, and sister of Myron Wilson.)  (Note: they were 

next door or across the street from Charles H. Wilson.) 

1880 Charles H. Wilson, 43, “Sawmill proprietor” was b. in Mich. according to 

census records taken in 1880 in Milan Village, on Monroe county side. He 

lived with his wife Alzena A. Wilson, 37, b. Mich., along with daughter 

Gracie, 11, and son Fred G. T. Wilson, 9. (Note: this home was close 

neighbors with Myron Wilson home.) 

1881 On Friday, Feb. 15, 1881, the Milan Leader newspaper was founded by Albert 

B. Smith, who had a print shop, and his partner (or moral support), Alfred 

Emory Putnam, age 14.  Alfred’s father, Nathan, was first village president. 

1881 In 1881, the Milan School Board decided to expand educational opportunities 

and offer grades 9-12.  Previously, the school district offered only through 8th 

grade. 

1881 Milan Baptist Church organized. 

1881 The first train depot was built.  The signal tower was made of wood. 

1881 By 1881, Mooreville contained two stores, a hotel, a cheese factory, a steam 
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sawmill, two blacksmith shops, one wagon shop, five churches, and a school. 

Source: History of Washtenaw County, published in 1881. See page 1418 of 

the book. 

1881 “As an illustration of the enterprising spirit of Milan’s inhabitants, we have but 

to point to the fine residence of C. D. Blackmar and the almost palatial 

residences of Dr. Bessac and Mr. Burt, now being built.” Source: Hist. of 

Washt. County 1881 Chapman. 

1882 Farmers and Merchants Bank established by Mell W. Barnes and Starr Joseph, 

who both came to Milan from Quincy, Michigan.  They started out in a 

building (13 E. Main) which became Bill’s Coffee Shop in 1976.  Then they 

moved to the building on the southwest corner of Main and Wabash, and 

finally to the IOOF building. 

1882 “Ayer’s Hotel. Milan, Mich. This hotel has been thoroughly repaired, 

improved and newly painted on the inside and outside. The location in the 

center of the business portion of Milan is everything that can be desired, and 

guests are made comfortable.”  The Milan Sun, Saturday, Feb. 18, 1882. [Note: 

it was also known as the Babcock Hotel] 

1882  Feb 11, 1882. The Milan Sun newspaper ran an ad for Charles Blackmer and 

his grocery store.  He is willing to take farm produce in exchange for his hats, 

caps, groceries, and many other items for sale. See photo [#2876]. 

1882 “The greatest want of Milan at the present time is dwellings to live in and 

rooms to do business in.”  The Milan Sun, Saturday, Feb. 18, 1882. 

1882 “The lodge of I. O. G. T. held an interesting meeting in East Milan, and all 

seemed determined to learn how to do the work of the order and spread a 

healthy temperance influence in this vicinity.”  The Milan Sun, Saturday, Feb. 

11, 1882.  [Note: “International Organisation of Good Templars” and “East 

Milan” refers to Azalia.] 

1883 On April 15, 1883, the first baptism was held by the Milan Baptist Church.  

The baptism took place in the Saline River just below the dam.  

1883 A new Presbyterian church building was dedicated on the west side of North 

Street on August 14, 1883.  It was just north of Hurd street.   

1883 On March 23,1883, The Milan Leader, Cone News column: 

“Since the organization of the G. T. Lodge in this place three or four persons 

have opposed it and have been doing everything to discourage it, but, seeing 

that did not work to advantage are trying to stop them holding meetings in the 

church.” 

1883 By 1883, Charles Gauntlett had built his brick two-shop structure, known as 

the “Gauntlett Block” on the NW corner of downtown.  

1883 In Ypsilanti, some bad-smelling water was found, sparking a mineral water 

boom. A huge, elaborate hotel was built to utilize the mineral water, attracting 

tourists from all over the country. The water cured cancer, arthritis, heart 

disease, or any illness. Interest in mineral water cures faded away after June 

1906 when the US Pure Food and Drug Act became law. 

1883 Dedication of the Brooklyn Bridge in New York 

1884 On Dec. 10, 1884, the Milan Baptist Church was dedicated at 31 Ferman St.  

1884 A. C. Reynolds became postmaster of East Milan (Azalia).  
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1884 Dr. Henry B. Bessac purchases the land right next to the Babcock Hotel in 

downtown Milan.  He probably built his two-story brick building immediately. 

1884 On Sept. 19, 1884, the Milan Leader published a short advertisement on the 

front page indicating that G. R. Williams, attorney, has his office in Room 7, 

“Blackmer’s new block,” in Milan, Mich.  This may be 29 E. Main, a 3-story 

brick building which was later occupied by Phillips Jewelry. 

1884 An announcement in the Milan Leader, published Sept. 19, 1884, stated that 

the GAR would have an organizational meeting in the Gauntlett Hall on 

Monday evening, which would be Sept. 22. Source: Way Back When (WBW) 

by Warren Hale, published Apr. 25, 1990. NOTE: GAR stands for Grand 

Army of the Republic, a fraternity for Civil War vets. NOTE: Hale says 

Gauntlett Hall was second floor of building on SW corner of downtown.  

Martha says Gauntlett Hall was second floor of building on NW corner. 

1884 C. W. Wilson apparently was building furniture before he established his 

sawmill. A fine example (dresser) survives to the present. It is signed C. H. 

Wilson on the back and dated 1884. 

1885 June of 1885, first high school graduating class in Milan.  The school district 

had added grades 9-12 only four years previously.  There were six students in 

that first graduating class.  Cora Hanson Kellogg; Cora Hitchcock Gump; Ona 

Andrews Meyers; Mattie Stever Harris; Warren Babcock; and Addie Van 

Wormer Gauntlett. 

1885 Milan chartered as a Village by the legislature March 26, 1885.  Soon 

afterwards, first elections were held, and Village trustees were elected.  

1885 On March 25, 1885, the first council meeting was held for the Village of 

Milan.  Place:  home of Buckley Marble on E. Main St. He was a justice of the 

peace; they held the meeting in his office.  President Nathan C. Putnam called 

the meeting to order.  Trustees were Dr. Emmett F. Pyle (1846 - 1918), Charles 

H. Wilson (1836-1927), David W. Hitchcock (1838 - 1905), Lorenzo O. 

Hitchcock (1834-1914), and Charles Gauntlett (1858 - 1933). 

Main issue addressed: type, size, and elevation of wooden sidewalks.  

1885 On Monday, April 13, 1885, the Milan village council held its second meeting. 

Location: the Main Street office of attorney Andrew Jackson of Milan. 

1885 The post office in Cone got a new postmaster, W. Curry, who succeeded John 

C. Cone for the job.  However, the town kept its name, “Cone.” 

1885 On Dec. 7, 1885, Milan Village council appointed a committee of two, to 

purchase a stove and some blankets for the Lock-up.  They bought 3 pairs of 

blankets for $6, 14 yards of ticking for $2.80, making ticks 50 cents.  One box 

stove $6. Lumber and nails for 3 benches, 55 cents, labor to make benches $1. 

1886 Milan Encampment No. 75 IOOF “Wolverine Chapter” bought insurance Feb. 

20, 1886 from Hartford for their books, regalia, and paraphernalia in the third 

story of the Blackmer Building on the South side of Main Street in the Village 

of Milan. 17 W. Main St.  The “Blackmer Building” later became home to 

Phillips Jewelry. 

1886 Four young women graduate from Milan High School, they are the second 

graduating class. 

1886 J. Henry Ford purchased the Babcock Hotel in downtown Milan. The seller: 
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Mary A. Burt (wife of local merchant). Sale date: April 19, 1886.  Price: 

$1,800, subject to mortgage. Source: Liber 114, p. 332. 

1886 On March 8, the Village of Milan held its second election, votes were cast at 

the Babcock Hotel on south side of Main Street and Tolan.  Pres.: Henry B. 

Bessic [M.D.].  Trustees: William Whitmarsh, Charles Gauntlett, and O. A. 

Kelly for two years. C. A. Moore elected as Clerk for one year. Mell Barnes 

elected Treasurer for one year. Buckley W. Marble elected assessor for one 

year. William Whaley streets commissioner for one year.  Asa Whitehead, 

constable for one year. 

1886 A photographer named Daniel Jewell takes pictures in Milan. 

1887 Hannah Marble transferred some land for the purpose of building a Methodist 

Church in Milan. 

1887 On Sept. 1, 1887, the postmaster general issued an order changing the name of 

the post office in East Milan to “Azalia” to correspond with the Railroad 

designation.  At the same time, Joseph Meadows was appointed postmaster. 

1887 Sept. 7, 1887.  Mr. G. Watson Sly of Detroit sold downtown property on this 

date to Dr. Henry B. Bessac of Milan for $2,200. . Buyer: Henry B. Bessac of 

Milan. Price: $2,200.  Bessac apparently built a narrow brick two-story 

building there, now “13 E. Main St.”  See Washtenaw Register Deeds, Liber 

120, page 125.   

1887 May 9, 1887 Milan Village Council decided to purchase four dozen leather 

buckets to be used for fire protection, provided cost is $19 per dozen. 

1888 In 1888, Marble Memorial Church was built on the south side of East Main 

street.  It was remodeled and enlarged in 1955.  Source:  calendar 1993 MAHS.  

In its early days, it was referred to as the M.E. Church, or Methodist Episcopal.   

1888 In the spring of 1888, there was a terrible snow storm in New York that killed 

many people.  There was no electricity, no food, and people just froze or 

starved.  Prof. Henry Friend, of Hack House fame, died in New York March 

10, 1888 just a day before the blizzard hit. 

1888 The Hack House in Milan was first occupied.  This was the home of Olive 

Friend.  Home was purchased and built with money from fraudulent stock sales 

of the New York Electric Sugar Company. 

1888 In 1888, the Eastman Company started selling cameras that could be used by 

anybody.  The camera came loaded with film, enough for 100 pictures.  When 

you were done taking the pictures, you sent it back to Eastman and they 

developed your pictures and returned your camera with another 100 picture roll 

in it.  This revolutionized the world of photography and destroyed the careers 

of some professional photographers. 

1888 Sept. 6, 1888 the pastor laid the cornerstone for the Marble Memorial 

Methodist Church. At that time it was “Methodist Episcopal.” Buckley Marble 

was no doubt present at the ceremony, but he did not lay the cornerstone. 

1889 On March 7, 1889, the following people were taken from the jail in Ann Arbor 

and escorted by train to a jail in New York City over the New York Electric 

Sugar Company scandal:  Olive Friend, William E. and Emily Howard, Orin 

“Gus” Halstead and George Halstead.  William E. Howard quickly raised the 

money for his bail, and was freed, but his wife Emily and step-daughter Olive 
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were left to rot behind bars for over a year, along with the Halstead boys. 

1889 May 1889, the Worlds Fair and Exposition opened in Paris, France.  It ran 

from May 6 to October 31, 1889. 

1889 June 21, 1889, William E. Howard sentenced to 9 years and 8 months at hard 

labor by a New York judge for his part in the Electric Sugar Refining 

Company scandal.  Other Milan residents remained in a New York jail, “The 

Tombs” until the following April. 

1889 The River Street bridge (now Wabash Street) was installed by the Massillon 

Bridge Co. of Ohio in Feb. 1889 at a cost of $275. Source: Way Back When 

column July 25, 1979. 

1889 A walkway was added to the River Street Bridge in Milan in 1889 at a cost of 

$275, according to a 1993 Calendar of the Milan Area Historical Society. 

1889 Church building dedicated, Marble Memorial United Methodist Church, 

located at 8 Park Street, Milan.   

1889 A big fire wiped out about 22 buildings along Ostrander Road in Azalia. 

Source: “A Century of Methodism” by Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, in 1956, for 

the Azalia Church 100 year celebration. 

1889 Small pox epidemic in Azalia caused schools to close for two weeks and three 

weeks of no church services. 

 

1890 
1890 The 1890 US Census showed Milan Village with a population of 950. 

1890 A photographer in Milan named Samuel C. Hunt takes pictures from 1890 to 

1892. 

1890 Summer of 1890 is probably when J. Henry Ford erected a 2-story brick store 

on north side of Main, corner of Ferman. This replaced his frame store building 

in the same place. Source: Home Insurance Co. ledger. 

1890 Village bought an old wagon shop from Lyman Burnham on Oct. 15, 1890, for 

$200, for use as a village hall, according to notes by Warren Hale: “Firebarn 

Facts.” Warren Hale told Martha Churchill that the wagon shop was located in 

a damp, swamp area because it was close to the river, so it was placed on stilts 

to keep it out of the water. 

1890 In approximately 1890, the Braman Hotel stopped being used as an inn.  The 

third floor was removed, it was divided into two apartments.  Later John and 

Barbara Gaines purchased it and used it as a single family residence.  WBW 1-

20-99. 

1891 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Whittaker was founded in 1891.  Sometime 

between 1947 and 1949, this congregation joined with St. Paul’s Lutheran of 

Milan.  

1891 Fire destroys part of downtown Milan on Oct. 27, 1891. That date comes from 

fire insurance records. The Masonic Temple had insurance on their belongings 

in a frame store on the east side of River Street, and the Insurance Co. of N. 

America had to make good on the policy. The fire is mentioned in Past and 

Present Washtenaw County, 1906, p 815, with the date Oct. 30, 1891. 

1891 “The ladies’ aid society of the Baptist church will hold a maple sugar social in 

the Babcock hotel on Wednesday evening of next week. Supper will be served 
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from 5:30 to 10:00 o’clock; tickets fifteen cents. A sweet time is anticipated, 

and everybody is invited to come.”  Milan Leader, Friday, March 20, 1891. 

1891 In 1891, a steam-powered Ypsi Ann interurban line connected Ann Arbor and 

Ypsilanti.  Later the steam powered street car was replaced by an electric 

model. 

1891 Excelsior Feather Renovation Company of Milan advertised in the Ypsilanti 

Commercial newspaper in Jan. and Feb. 1891. Apparently they later left Milan 

and went to Belleville to renovate feather beds there. 

1891 On Dec. 14, 1891, the Milan Village appointed a committee to look at 

purchasing a used Button fire engine from the Ann Arbor fire dept. It was a 

hand operated engine, hose cart, and 750 feet of hose for $425.  NOTE: they 

later had to build a platform on the river to obtain access to water for the fire 

truck. 

1892 A photographer named Solomon W. Phillipson takes pictures in Milan from 

1892 to 1894. 

1892 William C. Reeves built his mansion at 200 E. Main, Milan, between 1892 and 

1899.  It is an all brick house, including the interior walls. 

1892 Telegraph poles set in place along Milan streets.  This was done by the 

Commercial Telegraph Co. 

1892 According to a history student, 52 E. Main was built in 1892.  (Warren told me 

once it was built in 1906.) 

1892 Gay Building erected, including a third story created specifically for the 

Masonic Lodge.  It was built by Sarah Gay, according to 1996 calendar 

MAHS. 

1893 Fire bell purchased by Village of Milan for the wooden fire station building. 

1893 May 1, 1893, the Chicago World’s Fair was opened to the public. It included 

an elevated train to transport fair-goers around the White City, powered by 

electricity.  The Columbian Exposition ended October 30, 1893. 

1893 On Sept. 15, 1893, the Village of Milan spent $6 for a one-year fire insurance 

policy. They were insuring $200 on the two story frame shingle-roof building 

occupied by the village as an Engine House and Jail. The building was located 

at the junction of Main and County Streets in the Village of Milan, Mich. 

Policy 511, Home Insurance ledger. 

1893 Large fire damages Milan on Dec. 4, 1893, according to “Past and Present of 

Washtenaw County” 1906, page 815.  Note: this book is sometimes unreliable. 

Says this fire started in the saloon of Edward Doersam at 10:15 p.m.  It was 

confined to the 3 stores owned by O. A. Kelly, Jacob R. Verscelius and Mrs. 

Phoebe Kelly.  “The Ann Arbor Fire Dept. reached Milan before the flames 

were extinguished.” 

1893 According to WBW April 13, 1988, a fire on Dec. 5, 1893 on the (west?) side 

of the Odd Fellows Temple, was occupied by a 2-story wood frame building 

owned by P. A. Kelsey.  Two buildings to the east were also destroyed, they 

were owned by Mr. Vescelius and a hardware owned by O. A. Kelley.   

1893 Dec. 4, 1893 was a “loss” in the Whitmarsh Building, used as a bank and 

general store. Home Insurance Co. policy no. 510 says Whitmarsh had $2,000 

worth of insurance, and he suffered only $16.40 worth of damage. This store 
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still stands on the SW corner of downtown. 

  

1893 In 1893, telephone service started to spread to small towns and rural areas for 

the first time. Previously, phone service was available only in large cities. 

1893 Colorado grants women the right to vote.  Women’s suffrage.   

1894 Photographer Charles Casey in Milan from 1894-1895. 

1894 By 1894, Azalia no longer had lumber mills, but it had a tile and brick factory, 

an elevator (for grain) and charcoal kilns. Source: “A Century of Methodism” 

by Rev. Ronald A. Brunger, in 1956, for the Azalia Church. 

1894 June 13, 1894, Milan saloon keepers petitioned the village council to stay open 

until 10:00 p.m. except Saturday nights. Petition denied. 

  

1894 On June 1, 1894, IOOF bought land for their building, from Phebe A. Kelsey 

of Milan. Purchaser: Wolverine Lodge IOOF NO. 197 of Milan. Parcel is 22 

feet wide and goes back to the lane. That same date, IOOF purchased a strip of 

land along the west side of the Kelsey parcel, from Archie M. Gauntlett and his 

wife Emma. The strip of land was 3 1 /2 feet wide, so the building could be 

wider. Gauntlett made the IOOF promise never to sell liquor in the building. 

1894 Orin A. Kelly puts up a brick building on his property at 9 W. Main Street, and 

uses it as a hardware store. 

1894 On Sept. 15, 1894, the Village of Milan paid $6 for one year of insurance on a 

two story frame shingle roof building. It is occupied by the Village as an 

engine house and jail situated at the junction of Main and County Streets. 

Source: Home insurance Co. ledger kept by Mell Barnes, Milan. 

1895 William Howard was released from Sing Sing prison in New York in about 

1895.  That is probably the year when he had his photo taken in downtown 

Milan, on tintype.  He is shown seated in a carriage with two horses (not just 

one horse).   

1895 Water well created by Village of Milan directly behind the Babcock Hotel.  

This was done March 4, 1895.  A 4-inch pipe was dug 54 feet searching for 

clean water, but unfortunately it was contaminated. According to Warren Hale, 

the Babcock Hotel raised chickens behind their building, and so the chickens 

contaminated the water well there. 

1895 On Sept. 11, 1895, the Village council passed the bathing ordinance.  Between 

6 a.m. and 9 p.m. of each day, no person shall expose his body naked in any 

river, stream, pond or other waters in the village.  Any violation will be 

punished by a fine not exceeding $20 or imprisonment of 30 days. 

1895 Sarah Gay built an ornate Victorian home on the NE corner of East Main and 

Gay Street.  She also built the Gay Block in Downtown in 1892. Source: 

Calendar 1996 MAHS. 

1895 

 
Date of 

1895 

suggested 

by note 

from 

HEADLINE: Odd Fellows Temple Dedication 

On the 4th day of December, 1893, the present cite of the new Odd Fellows 

Temple was occupied by a two-story building owned by Mrs. P. A. Kelsey. On 

the morning of the 5 th, this building, together with its two neighbors to the 

east, was a mass of ruins. The big fire had swept them away in its fury, leaving 

desolation and loss in its track. Mr. Kelley began rebuilding his store at once, 
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Warren 

Hale in 

scrapbook. 

and purchased the Vescelius property between his and Mrs. Kelsley’s lot and 

built another store now occupied by Dr. Harper’s drug store. 

The Odd Fellows, whose term of lease in the Blackmer block would expire in a 

few months, now conceived the idea of purchasing Mrs. Kelsley’s lot and 

erecting thereon a home for themselves. A committee was appointed to solicit 

funds among its members and others to purchase Mrs. Kelsey’s lot and 

erecting thereon a home for themselves. A committee was appointed to solicit 

funds among its members and others to purchase the property, and success 

crowned their efforts. From that time on the project has been pushed on with 

indefatigable energy by every member of Wolverine Lodge, and there now 

stands before you the completed building, and as the illustration shows, it is a 

handsome one, a credit to the fraternity and the village. The cost of the entire 

building, furnishings, etc., will probably be close to $5,000. 

In addition to the lot purchased of Mrs. Kelsey, a strip of land 4 x 100 feet on 

the west was donated the Lodge by Archy Gauntlett, the deed conveying the 

same stipulating only that the property should never be used for saloon 

purposes. 

The building committee having charge of this enterprise is composed of 

Nelson Taylor, Aaron W. Sanford, George Sherman, H. L. Van Wormer, C. M. 

Blackmer, J. S. Bray, Asa Whitehead and Wm. Lee. 

The building is 27 x 90 feet on the ground. The lower story is fitted up for a 

store the entire size of the building, and is to be occupied about the 20th inst. 

By J. M. Putnam & Co., better known as the “Racket Store.” 

The second floor has a parlor 20 x 26 feet, banquet hall 20 x 51 feet, kitchen 12 

x 24 feet, and a closet, besides the hallway and will be used for all the social 

purposes of the various I. O. O. F. orders. 

The third floor is for lodge purposes only. The lodge room is 26 1/ 2 feet; ante-

room 11 x 27 feet; waiting room 11 x 18 feet; and three paraphanalia rooms 

about 8 x 15 feet each, besides a small closet. 

A new carpet occupies the floor of the lodge room and parlor. The anteroom 

and waiting room are also carpeted; and new chairs have been added. 

The dedication ceremony was conducted by Grand Master M. R. Salter, of 

Ithaca, assisted by others representing the Grand Lodge officers. 

A reception was also held in the parlor. 

After the dedication all were invited to the banquet halls, where the guests and 

entertainers absorbed the following; 

Menu: 

Roast turkey, current jelly 

Boiled ham, caper sauce, roast lamb 

Cabbage salad, celery 

Biscuit, Vienna rolls 

Cucumber pickles. Chile sauce. 

Assorted cakes. Coffee. Tea.  

Cheese. Fruit cake. Fig cake. Snow cake. Ice cream. 

The second floor  

NOTE: “Blackmer Block” is still standing, now referred to as 20 E. Main, 
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Phillips Jewelry, a three-story building. 

Source: Crude scrapbook page 19. 

1895 John Putnam immediately moved in on the main floor of IOOF building (Dec. 

1895 with his retail establishment selling dry goods. This seems odd since his 

cousin was already selling dry goods on Wabash. 

1896 On Sept. 11, 1896, the Village of Milan had plans made for a new village hall. 

The plans were made by William R. Smith. Source: Warren Hale’s “Firebarn 

Facts.”  

Sept. 29, 1896, Milan’s Common Council accepted a bid of Taylor & Davis 

(Detroit?) for $1,305.64 to construct a new building, the old building was sold 

to Wm. R. Smith for $30. Source: Warren Hale’s “Firebarn Facts.” 

1896 Frank M. Miller established a new drug store in Milan by building a new 

building in 1896. It remained a drug store for over a century. 

1896 The old Babcock Hotel was cut apart into two buildings and moved away after 

the property was purchased by George F. Minto.  Minto moved away the old 

wood building in 1896 to make way for his new two-story brick building, a 

men’s clothing store. 

1896 Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan moved from 13 E. Main to the SW 

corner of Main and Wabash. 

1896 Oct. 21, 1896, Emmet F. Pyle purchased fire insurance for his two-story frame 

home on the south side of Main Street.  He stated that his home was worth 

$1,000 which was a huge sum.  He stated the home was under construction. 

Source: Home Insurance Company records.  Note: 52 E. Main St. 

1896 Marble Park Cemetery Association was formed in the spring of 1896 by J. L. 

Marble. 

1896 Fred W. Elwood, photographer, in Milan from 1896 to 1897. 

1897 Marble Park Cemetery was established Feb. 1, 1897 according to the sign in 

front of the cemetery. The Marble Park Cemetery Association was organized 

by Joel L. Marble in the spring of 1896.          

1897 Charles Wilson elected Village President in 1897 and 1921.  At various times 

in his life he was a trustee of Union Church, Worshipful Master of Milan 

Masons, and VP of the Farmers and Merchants Bank. 

1897 Feb. 25, 1897, new brick fire station was dedicated at a cost of $1,314.89, 

which was $9.25 over bid.  Source: Warren Hale’s “Firebarn Facts.”  

Later that year the Village of Milan bought a 790 pound fire bell for $84 to put 

in the new fire station. 

1897 Store on the northeast corner of Wabash and Tolan was built in 1897 by 

contractor Dan Bell for George F. Minto.   

1897 March 4, 1897, William McKinley inaugurated as U.S. President. 

1898 Spanish American War 

 

1898 Wesley Robison, health officer for Village of Milan, reported that during the 

year, there were five contagious diseases: 3 scarlet fever, 1 typhoid fever and 1 

measles. All recovered. 

1898 Willard J. Sissen is photographer in Milan from 1898 to 1901. 

1898 Nov. 16, 1898, Village of Milan decided to install a railing around the bank of 
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the river below the dam, to reduce the risk of drownings. 

1898 Thomas Wilson died July 18, 1898 at the age of 92 years and 9 months, 

according to handwritten records by his son Charles Wilson, the coroner in 

Milan.  [That means Thomas was born in about Oct. 1805.]  

1898 July 1898 village council building was the first place in town lit up by electric 

lights.  Power came from Willa Lampkin’s generating plant. 

1898 Telephone company began installing lines in the village of Milan. 

1898 Milan Village Council investigates electric lights for the whole village. 

1899 First electric lights installed in Milan in 1899. Source: 1995 calendar MAHS. 

 

1900 
1900 Jan. 12, 1900 the brick school house on the corner of Hurd and North burned to 

the ground.  A new brick school building was erected immediately, just to the 

east of it on Hurd and Ferman. 

1900 Headline:  “Our public school building destroyed by fire.”   Wednesday about 

10:00 some of the scholars discovered the west hall of the public school 

building in this place to be on fire. It had probably caught from the north 

furnace and the hall was in flames before the alarm was sounded. All of the 

children were gotten out of the building, without many mishaps. One of the 

teachers, Miss C. Eayrs, was obliged to jump from a second story window and 

Edith Cavanaugh, of London, and Emma Bentley, of Azalia, were quite badly 

burned about the face and hands. Several of the scholars had their hair singed, 

and one or two had their hands cut by glass. The teachers acted nobly in 

getting the scholars out and worked like heroes to save what books and other 

school paraphernalia they could. As it was many scholars lost their wraps, hats 

and probably about 150 their books. The building was entirely consumed and 

by 12:00 nothing but the walls were left. The building was insured for $5,000 

and there was an insurance of $1,000 on contents.  The burning brands set fire 

to the Baptist church and the house occupied by W. H. Gay and family, but 

were put out with pails of water. During the excitement of getting out Ora 

Pepper was left in his seat, but Mr. Carrick saw him and carried him out. The 

building was a seven-room schoolhouse, and a $3,700 annex had only been 

added 3 years ago. With the building was consumed the Maynard library, 

probably containing the largest selection of books of any town the size of 

Milan in the state.  … During the fire Chief Dexter ran a nail almost through 

his thumb. The loss to the tax payers by the burning of the public school 

building is about $15,000.  Source: newspaper clipping, Milan Leader. Found 

at Genealogist Friend, book ?, page 15. 

1900 On January 10, 1900, the school on the north side of Second Street was a “total 

loss” according to note in Home Insurance company ledger.  The Baptist 

Church on Ferman street, and the Milan Village office, both provided space to 

students so they could continue their education while waiting for the new 

school to be built.   Source: Home Insurance Company ledger. 

1900 Mrs. Maria Hill is a photographer in Milan from 1900 to 1905. 

1900 June 16, 1900, the Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan vacated their former 

office on the southwest corner of downtown, and set up shop in their new 
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location, the three-story brick building on West Main with “IOOF” on the 

front.  

1900 On June 16, 1900, Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan moved into the 

building owned by IOOF and did business on the first floor. 

1901 George Arnot adds the second story to the Arnot Opera House. 

1901 April 8, 1901, residents of Milan petitioned the village council to pass an 

ordinance, requiring owners of chickens to “prohibit poultry running at large in 

the Village.” 

1901 On Friday, May 31, (probably 1901), Mooreville High School graduated two 

students: Lillian A. Olds and Mary W. McIntyre. The invocation was given by 

Rev. Beardsley. 

1901 Walter Stimpson bought the lot for the Stimpson Hotel in 1901.  He had it 

underway in the spring and it was occupied by summer 1901.  See Genealogist 

Friend, page 140. 

1901 President William McKinley was assassinated in 1901. 

1902 C. F. Needham is a photographer in Milan from 1902 to 1905. 

W. C. Schmitt is photographer from 1902 to 1903. 

1902 On July 28, 1902, the Village of Milan Board accepted the resignation of J. F. 

Dexter as Village Marshal. (Police.) They appointed B. F. Forbes to fill the 

position. Source: page 20, Arleigh Squires, Ancient and Modern Milan 

1903 Village of Milan passed an ordinance in April, 1903:  no dumping of garbage 

on the river banks on the west side of River Street. 

1903 Village of Milan requires “artificial stone” sidewalks downtown (concrete). 

1903 May 1903, Village appointed Thomas Redman as special police at the train 

depot, without pay. 

1903 Crayola crayons introduced.  They cost five cents for eight crayons. 

1904 Aug. 10, 1904, Milan’s Street Committee instructed to put in more hitching 

posts. 

1905 Fire destroys the wood-frame Mead School in Milan Township, on Sherman 

Road and Half Road.  New sandstone building takes its place. 

1905 The alley on the west side of the IOOF hall, on West Main, was filled in with a 

roof.  According to Warren Hale in an early WBW article, this happened in 

1905.  Martha says the first occupant of the “Alley” shop was the Post Office.  

Today Jones Insurance is in there. Note: Sanborn map of 1908 shows alley was 

still there. 

1905 An old Free Methodist Church in Mooreville was bought out by the Macabee 

organization in 1905, and used as a Maccabee Hall.  Then in the 1930’s it was 

used as a township hall.  It is about 100 x 40 feet, two stories high.  From: 

History of Mooreville 1952 by Donald R. Searfoss. 

1906 George K. Weller was a photographer in Milan from 1906 to 1911. 

1906 Independent Order of Odd Fellows built a three-story building at 19 W. Main. 

It was occupied first by John Putnam dry goods on the first floor, and soon 

afterwards by the Farmers and Merchants Bank.  

1906 HEADLINE: Odd Fellows Temple Dedication. [Date of newspaper: probably  

1906.] 

On the 4th day of December, 1893, the present cite of the new Odd Fellows 
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Temple was occupied by a two-story building owned by Mrs. P. A. Kelsey. On 

the morning of the 5 th, this building, together with its two neighbors to the 

east, was a mass of ruins. The big fire had swept them away in its fury, leaving 

desolation and loss in its track. Mr. Kelley began rebuilding his store at once, 

and purchased the Vescelius property between his and Mrs. Kelsley’s lot and 

built another store now occupied by Dr. Harper’s drug store. 

The Odd Fellows, whose term of lease in the Blackmer block would expire in a 

few months, now conceived the idea of purchasing Mrs. Kelsley’s lot and 

erecting thereon a home for themselves. A committee was appointed to solicit 

funds among its members and others to purchase Mrs. Kelsey’s lot and 

erecting thereon a home for themselves. A committee was appointed to solicit 

funds among its members and others to purchase the property, and success 

crowned their efforts. From that time on the project has been pushed on with 

indefatigable energy by every member of Wolverine Lodge, and there now 

stands before you the completed building, and as the illustration shows, it is a 

handsome one, a credit to the fraternity and the village. The cost of the entire 

building, furnishings, etc., will probably be close to $5,000. 

In addition to the lot purchased of Mrs. Kelsey, a strip of land 4 x 100 feet on 

the west was donated the Lodge by Archy Gauntlett, the deed conveying the 

same stipulating only that the property should never be used for saloon 

purposes. 

The building committee having charge of this enterprise is composed of 

Nelson Taylor, Aaron W. Sanford, George Sherman, H. L. Van Wormer, C. M. 

Blackmer, J. S. Bray, Asa Whitehead and Wm. Lee. 

The building is 27 x 90 feet on the ground. The lower story is fitted up for a 

store the entire size of the building, and is to be occupied about the 20th inst. 

By J. M. Putnam & Co., better known as the “Racket Store.” 

The second floor has a parlor 20 x 26 feet, banquet hall 20 x 51 feet, kitchen 12 

x 24 feet, and a closet, besides the hallway and will be used for all the social 

purposes of the various I. O. O. F. orders. 

The third floor is for lodge purposes only. The lodge room is 26 1/ 2 feet; ante-

room 11 x 27 feet; waiting room 11 x 18 feet; and three paraphanalia rooms 

about 8 x 15 feet each, besides a small closet. 

A new carpet occupies the floor of the lodge room and parlor. The anteroom 

and waiting room are also carpeted; and new chairs have been added. 

The dedication ceremony was conducted by Grand Master M. R. Salter, of 

Ithaca, assisted by others representing the Grand Lodge officers. 

A reception was also held in the parlor. 

After the dedication all were invited to the banquet halls, where the guests and 

entertainers absorbed the following; 

Menu: 

Roast turkey, current jelly 

Boiled ham, caper sauce, roast lamb 

Cabbage salad, celery 

Biscuit, Vienna rolls 

Cucumber pickles. Chile sauce. 
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Assorted cakes. Coffee. Tea.  

Cheese. Fruit cake. Fig cake. Snow cake. Ice cream. 

The second floor  

NOTE: “Blackmer Block” is still standing, now referred to as 20 E. Main, 

Phillips Jewelry, a three-story building. 

Source: Crude scrapbook page 19. 

1906 According to Warren Hale, Doc Emmet Pyle built his home, medical office, 

and hospital in 1906.  Location:  52 E. Main. 

1906 Paving bricks for the downtown street. 

 

1906 Fire station has a new hose drying tower added to the building. According to 

Warren Hale’s “Firebarn Facts,” this happened June 15, 1906. 

1906 Private water system established by Wila Lamkin in conjunction with his 

electric generating plant.  Note:  his first name was “Wila.”  In 1908, the 

village established a municipal water system. 

 

1906 Milan Leader purchased by Frank Gates. 

1906 A sewer line was entrenched on Main Street on August 10, 1906 with an eight-

inch sewer line. 

1906 On May 5, 1906, an earthquake shook San Francisco.  The city burned for 

three days afterwards. 

1907 Mr. Wila P. Lamkin starts providing electric service in Milan from his 

generating plant.  His plant was located where the American Legion is today. 

1907 Charles W. Gauntlett begins his term of service as village postmaster of Milan, 

and continues until 1915. 

1907 DJ&C stands for the Detroit, Jackson and Chicago Railway.  DJ&C formed 

July 19, 1907.  The electric trolley line went from Detroit to Dearborn, Inkster, 

Wayne, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, Lima (near Chelsea), Grass Lake, and then 

Jackson.  Saline was connected at Ypsilanti. 

1908 The first train depot was destroyed by fire in January of 1908.  It was 

immediately replaced. 

1908 Completion of the Milan sewer system on July 12, 1908, for Main Street.  Cost 

$6,500. 

1908 Milan’s new municipal water works was authorized and completed in 1908. 

Cost: $30,000. People had to pay a tap fee of $5.  Source: WBW (Way Back 

When) by Warren Hale, April 4, 1990.  See also June 1925. 

1908 April 21, 1908, brothers William and Charles Woolcott were returning home to 

Milan from Detroit in their new Ford automobile, and were killed by a train. 

They stopped for a train at a double train crossing near Wayne, and when that 

train was past, the driver assumed the intersection was clear.  Another 

passenger train was coming from the other direction on the other track.  

William owned a candy store and Charles owned a barber shop. 

1908 October 1, 1908, Henry Ford introduces the Model T to America. 

 

1908 Masonic Lodge realized it had made a mistake building it’s third floor area 

without the rear 12 feet of space.  So, they enlarged their building to create an 
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area for a kitchen, two bathrooms (“Sanitary Closets”) and larger dining room. 

 

1910 

1910 Boy Scouts of America organized by Chicago publisher William Boyce on 

Feb. 8, 1910. 

1910 Milan State Savings Bank organized December 2, 1910.  

1910 A deed was recorded in July 1910 for the Ceas School.  Edward Ceas and Lena 

E. Ceas sold 3/4 of an acre to the school district for $100.  L 170 p. 124. 

1910 “The first truly public high schools in the world were invented around 1910 in 

small towns in the Midwest, and within two decades this innovation spread to 

virtually every community in America.”  --Time Magazine 12-14-20. 

1910 The alley on the south side of West Main was filled in with a roof over the top, 

in 1910. Today that alley is occupied by Jones Insurance. 

1911 Feb. 2, 1911, Milan State Savings Bank opened for business.  They were 

located in the south half of the building on Wabash Street, where it is located 

today.  Maurine (?) Schultz, mother of Duane Schultz, was involved in the 

bank’s operations but not until the 1920s. 

1911 April 14, 1911, Thomas Goodridge appointed by the Milan Village Council to 

serve as Marshall at a salary of $20 per month. 

1911 Oct. 19, 1911, corner stone laid for Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in 

Milan, on North Street.  The pastor was Rev. L. H. Soest.  Many of the 

parishioners to St. Mary’s Church in Cone actually lived in Milan, and they 

didn’t like the commute.  Milan church was dedicated in July 1912. 

1911 According to a 1993 MAHS calendar, the drinking fountain in downtown 

Milan was installed in 1911 at a cost of $14.50.  The book by Arleigh Squires 

says it was installed 1908 (which is mistaken). Warren Hale’s timeline says “6-

9-1911: Labor and supplies for downtown drinking fountain: $14.50”  It was 

taken down in the summer of 1975. 

1912 Milan paved Main Street in 1912.  There were already concrete sidewalks 

(“Artificial Stone”).  A photo shows brick pavement on West Main Street.  

According to WBW Jan. 17, 1990, Dexter Street was also paved in 1912. 

1912 Wabash Railroad installed a second parallel set of track from Detroit to 

Chicago.   

1912 June 29, 1912, a car full of happy campers was photographed on W. Main just 

as they left Milan to go to Whomper’s Lake.  Behind them is the Farmers and 

Merchant’s Bank of Milan in the IOOF building. 

1912 April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank to the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 

1913 A news clipping in a Black Scrapbook says that the new Farmers and 

Merchants Bank building will hold an open house on Wednesday, Feb. 11, 

1913. The building has been under construction for several months. The 

officers and clerks of the bank will be pleased to meet visitors on the open 

house. Article says Wed. Feb. 11, and handwritten note says 1913.  

1913 Detroit Edison begins providing electric service in Milan.  This was resisted by 

Wila P. Lamkin.  Mr. Lamkin wanted to continue as the electric provider for 

Milan, and Milan residents preferred to keep Lamkin.  They held an election 
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and voted against Detroit Edison, 154 to 10.  Somehow D.E. began providing 

service anyhow, at least on a limited basis. 

1913 L. B. Johnson purchased the Milan Leader and edited it until he died.  His wife 

Etta Johnson carried on until she died in 1938. 

1913 Milan Woman’s Club founded. Organized April 21, 1913, with Etta Johnson as 

President. First regular meeting held Oct. 14, 1913 at Etta Johnson’s home. 

1913 George F. Minto formed a partnership with his brother in law, William R. 

Moore, and the new name of their store in downtown Milan was “Moore and 

Minto.”  The Mintos moved to Detroit and Moore operated the business. 

1913 Henry Ford introduces moving assembly belts in his factories to increase 

production. 

1913 Illinois passes legislation allowing women to vote in that state.  However, 

women in Michigan were still not able to vote.  Women’s suffrage. 

1914 On Jan. 9, 1914, Village of Milan passes resolution to withhold a large sum 

from Detroit Edison’s bill, for “insufficient lighting.”  This problem was later 

resolved and the village paid DTE’s full amount. 

1914 On August 15, 1914, the Panama Canal was completed across 50 miles of land 

between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

1914 War declared in Europe, the beginning of World War I. 

1915 Ideal Furnace Company starts operations in Milan where Dexter Street ends at 

East Main, alongside the Railroad tracks.  The building was first built for 

Stimpson Standard Scale Company in 1890.  Source: 1993 calendar MAHS. 

1916 Fairgrounds at W. Main and Platt cleared, destroyed, to make way for houses. 

Note: the fairgrounds was actually the horse racing track owned by Charles 

Gauntlette, and he also had baseball and other sports there. 

1916 The Milan Free Methodist Society moved into their newly erected sanctuary on 

Hurd Street.   

1917 America declares war against Germany on April 6, 1917, thus entering into 

World War I.  

1918 Michigan became a dry state; state-wide prohibition. 

1918 The Milan High School boys basketball team won the state championship 

against Grayling. See photo [#2981]. 

1918 Influenza pandemic 1918-1919 goes around the world twice, killing 20-40 

million people world wide.  Flu.  Soldiers were dying of influenza at a huge 

rate.  In the US, there was a shortage of coffins, and funerals were limited to 15 

minutes.  In some places, bodies piled up. 

1918 Marble Methodist Church closed its doors in Oct. and Nov. 1918 due to the 

influenza epidemic. All public meetings were banned. Source: 1988 history 

booklet of Marble Methodist Church, quoting the records of Ladies Aid 

Society for this information. 

1918 On June 17, 1918, Milan village council voted to change the names of certain 

streets:  Edwards St. to Ferman Ave; River St. to Wabash St; Richards St. to 

Hurd St; Lamkin St. to Ideal Ave. The portion of Lafayette St. extending from 

County St. to Second St. to be changed to Marvin St.  

1918 Nov. 11, 1918.  Armistice Day.  The official end to World War I. 

1918 In 1918, Milan residents had a Jordan Bakery calendar hanging on their walls, 
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courtesy of the Jordan Bakery on Main Street in Milan, Mich.  Phone: 17.  

1918 Oct. 24, 1918, all houses and business places in Milan must have (house) 

numbers. 

1919 Henry Ford purchases a weekly newspaper, the Dearborn Independent, so that 

he can spread his hatred of Jews with anti-Semitic articles.  

 

 

1920 
1920 The US Census of 1920 showed Milan village with a population of $1,450. 

1920 In 1920, American Foundry Co. was started by F. E. Ross, E. L. Watson, 

Charles Steidle, G. L. Laskey, N.S. Auten, Arleigh N. Squires, Mrs. Mertie 

Ranier, and Charles Denton.  

1920 Webster Dairy established south of Milan, at 13873 S. Wabash.  It existed 

from 1920-1943.  Called Sun Rise Dairy at first. 

1920 Women in the Milan area were allowed to vote for the first time, thanks to 

passage of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution.  Women’s suffrage. 

1920 Beginning of nation-wide Prohibition in the US. Note: prohibition began in 

Michigan in 1918. Some states went dry before the national prohibition began. 

1920 So-called Milan fairgrounds and race track, on north side of Main between 

Platt and the Argyle Crescent area, was cleared about 1920 to permit the 

construction of homes (apartments?).  Source: 1994 calendar MAHS.  

1920 On March 22, 1920, a tornado struck Milan especially along Ridge Road (now 

called Stony Creek Road). See photo [#3000] 

1921 On Sunday last Ann Arbor again adopted eastern time and all operations at that 

town are now running on this schedule., According to the county clerk, this 

continual changing of time is uncalled for and this is the last time he will 

consent to changing the town clock.  Source: Crude scrapbook, page 54. Hand 

written note says 1921. 

1921 Charles H. Wilson signed a deed July 1, 1921 in front of Joel L. Marble, 

Justice of the Peace.  Wilson’s signature was shaky and small, probably from 

arthritis.  The purchaser: Village of Milan for $1. Land shall be known as 

“Wilson’s Park.” Bounded by river on north, land of Alfred F. Van Worner on 

east, bounded on south by Republic Milling Co. and P. T. Johnston and Sons. 

Bounded on west by land of P. T. Johnston and Wabash St. Conditions: land to 

be used as public park and recreation ground only. No shoddy or temporary 

structure may be erected on it. No fences or hedges to obstruct the view from 

Wabash St. No liquor, gambling games, foreign circus or tent shows. (It’s 

interesting that this deed prohibits liquor but not beer.) Witness: D. J. Early or 

P. J. Early.  Wilson was a single man; his wife had already died.  Note; Village 

did not record the deed until 1936, when Henry Ford was offering to establish 

his engine coil plant in Milan. 

1922 On this day in 1922, Detroit’s last horse-drawn fire engine made a five-minute 

ceremonial run before being retired. 

1923 Michigan Highway Department was ordered by the legislature to set up a ferry 

service crossing the Straits of Mackinac, connecting Michigan’s lower 

peninsula with the upper peninsula.   
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1923 Pete Johnston built “The Garage” on Neckel Court as an auto repair facility in 

conjunction with his coal and lumber business, which was on the same 

property.  Source: WBW Feb. 24, 1988.   

1923 The “Jerome Map” was produced, looks a bit amateurish.  Contains a series of 

concentric circles.  It says “Copyright 1923 by Emery Jerome” with a drawing 

of an Indian.  Jerome Map Company is shown on Church Street near second, at 

bend in the street. It shows the Wilson Park area as a “City Park.”  Refers to 

the flour mill as the “Neckel Mill.”  Indicates a dance building on the “Park.”  

Shows the “Milan Coal Yard” on Division Street, connected to Johnston’s 

Lumber Yard by way of Johnston Street.  There is a swimming pool indicated 

just west of the flour mill! Looks like Mr. Jerome had a sense of humor. 

1924 Myron Wilson sold the flour mill and saw mill to Mike Neckel. 

1924 Michael Neckel and his family came to Milan sometime in the 1920’s when he 

bought the flour mill. They came from Ecorse.  He had been a miller 

previously in Ecorse.  Michael and Mary Neckel had 4 children, including 

Marie, the mother of Joyce Armitage.  Source: Joyce Armitage.  

1924 Tornado, called “cyclone,” hit Milan in the late spring or early Summer.  

Severe damage to buildings. 

1924 Detroit Edison served Azalia with electric lights in January 1924. 

1924 Detroit Edison purchased a building on West Main in Milan for its offices.  It 

was the former Braman Meat Market building, at 38 W. Main.  Detroit Edison 

stayed there for 50 years. 

1924 Village council purchased a Model T fire truck for $3050.  It arrived by rail.  It 

had no gasoline in it so at first, when the firemen tried to crank it up, nothing 

happened. 

1924 The fire bell cracked.  It was being rung for George Weller’s fire.  His studio 

and greenhouse were burning.  His buildings were located on Ferman Street 

where the Baptist Church parking lot is today. 

1925 Village of Milan passed an edict on June 16, 1925 requiring every property 

owner located along a sewer line, to remove their outhouses, or the Village 

would do it for them.  (Some residents were fond of their outdoor privies and 

didn’t want to give them up.) 

1925   Saturday, May 16th, 1925.  

1925 In July of 1925, the Staebler-Kemph Oil Company of Ann Arbor removed the 

old Doyle family home on West Main Street, to make way for a new gas 

station.  This building was located just east of the Detroit Edison Building, 38 

W. Main St.  The Doyle Home was between the Braman Meat Market and 

Hotel Stimpson. 

1925 Girls attending Milan schools were required to take Home Economics in 8th 

grade, for the first time, as a substitute for basic science.  Most students 

finished their schooling with the 8th grade.  What do girls need science for, 

anyway? 

1925 The last burial took place at the St. Mary’s Catholic Church cemetery in Cone 

in 1925.  After WW I the church was demolished.  Eventually the cemetery 

was destroyed, the ground disked, and tombstones removed. (double check 

facts here) 
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1925 On Feb. 1, 1925, buses replaced the electric streetcars in Ann Arbor for a one-

year experimental trial.  Streetcars never returned. 

1925 In 1925, Saline businesses were in favor of ending the Ypsilanti-Saline 

interurban commuter line.  However, this backfired.  Shoppers and 

businessmen went elsewhere. 

1925 The Ku Klux Klan was near its zenith in popularity in Michigan. The Klan 

started in Georgia in 1915 and came to Detroit in 1921, where it spread like 

wildfire through Michigan. On July 4, 1924, they held a huge rally at a 750-

acre farm in Jackson with entertainment, religious services, and a two-mile 

long parade. Klan members were afraid of blacks, Jews, and Catholics. They 

feared the influx of immigrants who were Catholic, and worried that white 

Protestant America was in jeopardy. The Klan was also in favor of prohibition. 

Support for the Klan diminished in Michigan in about 1924.  

1926 Grandma’s Pantry had a grand opening at the Milan Hotel (Formerly Stimpson 

Hotel) on Wednesday evening, March 31, 1926.  Menu: Smothered Chicken, 

mashed potatoes, creamed peas, perfection salad, hot biscuits, celery, coffee, 

ice cream, and cakes. Frank and Pearl Draper owned or operated it.  Source: 

Milan Booster Leader Dec. 20, 1978.  (Now known as Danube Inn.) 

1926 A brick high school building went up along Hurd Street. Cost: $135,000.  

Corner stone laid May 20, 1926. This building is on Hurd near North, next to 

the red brick building which was built in 1900 on Hurd at Ferman.   

1926 Michael Neckel continued milling until he died in 1926.  He was 53 years old. 

He was the last person to operate the flour mill to grind flour. Source: Joyce 

Armitage, talking about her grandfather, Michael Neckel. 

1927 On June 10, 1927, the new Milan High School was dedicated.  Keynote 

speaker at dedication: Fred W. Green, Governor of Michigan. The school 

contained a library, additional classrooms, and a gymnasium which could be 

converted to an auditorium. Superintendent: E. W. Mackey. Principal: Varn D. 

Paddock. Board of Education: F. M. Miller, Pres; G.A. Dennison, Secretary; 

W. R. Moore, Treasurer; E.W. Blackmer; and Chas. W. Steidle. 

1927 Milan Music Study Group is initiated. 

1927 Walter and Pearl Draper purchased Stimpson Hotel in 1927, says WBW July 

24, 2003.  “Grandma Pearl” Draper baked delicious pumpkin pie at the Milan 

Hotel from 1927 to 1941.  She was “Grandma’s Pantry.”   

1927 George Bassitt opens his new store, Bassitt’s, with just a little merchandise.  

He bought the building in 1924, according to Shumla Bassitt. 

1927 December 1927, Henry Ford introduces the Model A. 

1927 Mid to late 1920’s, radio became easily available. 

1927 May 21, 1927 Charles Lindbergh flew solo, non-stop across the Atlantic, a 

“first.” He flew from New York to Paris. 

1928 In Jan. 1928, Arthur C. Stevens and Leroy Bush purchase the Blackmer funeral 

parlor which had been located at 112 E. Main St.  In 1938 they sold the 

building at 112 E. Main, and moved to the present location -- 219 E. Main. 

1928 On June 29, 1928, the Mooreville Road bridge over the Saline River, on the 

west side of Mooreville, was destroyed by a pickup truck. A letter to the editor 

dated Feb. 23, 1983 by Donald A. Drew of Chelsea explains. He worked at the 



29 

 

Timeline of Milan, Michigan.  By Martha Churchill. 

Fred Lewis farm nearby. His letter says three black men were returning to Ann 

Arbor from Monroe and missed a turn toward Saline. They went down the hill 

on Mooreville Road and slammed into the east end of the bridge, north side, 

knocking it off its abutment into the river. One of the men was riding in the 

back, and was thrown over the cab into the river. The river wasn’t very deep 

and none of the men was hurt aside from bumps and bruises. Drew was in 

Mooreville talking to his girlfriend, Ruth Moorhead, whom he married the next 

day. Ruth’s father, Harvey Moorehead, supervised construction of a new 

bridge in that location. Before the new bridge could be built, Myrl Murray had 

to get his cans of milk to the dairy. He parked on the east side of the river and 

hand-carried his milk across the ruins of the demolished bridge to get his milk 

across. 

1929 Stevens & Bush to open new home-- headline in Milan Leader, published April 

18, 1929. The firm has announced the opening of a new funeral home at 115 

Ballard St. in Ypsilanti. Source: black scrapbook. 

1929 The Detroit-Jackson interurban ended Nov. 7, 1929 when the railroad 

equipment was sold to Woodmere Scrap and Iron Metal Company. 

1929 October 29, 1929, stock market crash, “Black Tuesday.”  It took about a year 

for the Great Depression to hit the citizens, as they rushed to withdraw their 

funds deposited in savings or checking accounts.  Chaos in the banking system 

throughout the country.  Depression lasted through most of the 1930’s. 

 

1930 
1920 On October 16, 1930, twenty acres adjoining the Wilson Park was purchased 

of Alf Van Wormer. Source: Ann Delaforce essay, noting that the Village of 

Milan purchased that land from “Alf” Van Wormer. 

1931 May 23, 1931, Farmers and Merchants Bank of Milan merged with Milan State 

Savings Bank on Wabash Street.  New name:  Peoples State Bank of Milan. 

1931 In October 1931, work was begun to construct a prison north of Milan. 

1931 Construction started in 1931 on Ypsilanti State Hospital in York Township just 

north of Milan. 

1931 In 1931, the Empire State Building was constructed on 5th Avenue in New 

York.  It was at that time the tallest building in the world. 

1931 “The American Legion and its Auxiliary extend a cordial invitation to the 

public at large and their many friends to inspect the new hall, furnishings and 

equipment on Friday, Dec. 11. The hall will be open for inspection and the 

public is invited.” News clipping found in scrap book. 

1933 March 5, 1933, President Roosevelt declared a “Bank Holiday” which lasted 3 

days. 

1933 April 6, 1933, Federal Correctional Institution opened in Milan.  Federal 

prison.  Construction costs: $440,000, or $700 per bed.  Almost 500 acres. 

1933  December 1933, Prohibition was repealed. This was a good thing because 

prohibition had encouraged the growth of organized crime.  With prohibition 

ended, it became possible for the federal government to tax alcohol sales. 

1934 Peoples State Bank of Milan re-opened in 1934 after the “Bank Holiday” 

1934 The rear half of the train depot was demolished in 1934 by a train wreck, and 
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all of the signal tower.  An eastbound Wabash freight train jumped the tracks at 

the junction and about 20 freight cars smashed into the depot and the tower. 

1934 In 1934, Charles G. Murray moved the “crooked tree house” from the corner of 

Dexter and County, to a new location at 1061 County Street.  This allowed the 

Moreland Gas and Oil Co. to build a gas station next to the Crooked Tree. 

Source: 1996 Calendar MAHS. 

1934 Sept. 1934. Milan’s railroad depot was demolished when a string of 21 freight 

cars derailed. “Frank Heinzmann, an employee at the depot, was standing on 

the platform when the train went off its tracks. He ran through the station to 

jump out a window, the only possible escape, when the cars hit. The clothes 

were torn from him, a desk typewriter fell on him and he suffered shock, but 

after treatment by Dr. J. S. DeTar he was sent home in condition not 

considered serious.” [Note: the date and facts need to be verified.] 

1934 In October 1934, the railroad switch tower from Britton was moved to Milan to 

replace Milan’s tower.  Milan’s former tower was demolished in a train 

derailment.  Source: Milan Newspaper 6-3-1992, Helen Polaski, writer. [Note: 

not sure of the facts or the date.] 

1935 According to one source, Henry Ford first approached the Village of Milan in 

1935 about possibly establishing a Ford industry.  An agent “Mr. Newton” 

came to Milan Jan. 11, 1935 to discuss the possibility of Ford purchasing 

certain properties for a village industry. 

1935 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Milan holds its first service in March 1935, in 

the lower level of the Danube Inn, in an area known as “Grandma’s Pantry.” 

1935 March 14, 1935, Milan Free Library formally opened.  It was located on the 

second floor of the Milan Fire Station. 

1935 In August 1935, the US legislature passed the Social Security Act. 

1936 Deed signed by Charles Wilson, gifting certain land to the Village for use as a 

park, was finally delivered to the Monroe Register of Deeds office. 

1936 Henry Ford was in Milan and noticed the Model T fire truck.  He wanted it, 

and offered to give the village a brand new truck in exchange.  The village said 

yes.  The new truck came in 1938. 

1936 In October 1936, the Milan Village Council approved the Ford plan to 

purchase the property, change the course of the Saline River, and construct the 

power house. 

1937 On June 17, 1937, five acres was purchased from Dr. M. Ray Hannum to give 

more space for recreational purposes, making a total of about 63 acres. Source: 

Ann Delaforce essay, discussing Wilson Park’s expansion. See also 1930. 

 

1937 In Jan. 1937, construction began for a new dam, river moved, lake dredged, 

power house built, old flour mill restored, all done by Henry Ford.  Dedication 

took place in Milan on November 1, 1937. 

1937 Henry Ford’s representative, Harry Bennett, uses violence against labor 

organizers in an effort to prevent a labor union from taking hold in Ford 

factories. 

1937 Hindenberg airship disaster, explosion upon landing at Lakehurst, NJ. 

Happened May 6, 1937.    
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1937 On July 2, 1937, Amelia Earhart and a navigator took off in a plane to fly 

around the world.  The plane disappeared and she was never seen again. 

1937 Sometime around 1937, a train station the Ann Arbor Railroad near Milan was 

destroyed by fire. It was on the north side of Willis Road and was referred to as 

the “Urania” station. Source: reminiscences of Mary Ellen Saunders. 

1938 Etta Johnson dies, so her daughter Lucille Johnson De Ryke takes over the 

Milan Leader along with her husband Everett. 

1938 At 5:08 a.m. on July 8, 1938, Anthony Chebatoris was hanged at the federal 

prison in Milan.  He was convicted of murdering a bank employee during the 

robbery of a Midland bank.  He was buried at Marble Park Cemetery.  This 

was the one and only time anyone has been executed by hanging in Michigan. 

1938 Henry Ford was awarded, and accepted, the Grand Cross of the German Eagle 

which was the highest honor given to foreigners by the Nazi party in Germany.  

He earned this award because of his anti-Semitic publications.  Henry Ford 

knew that Hitler wanted to rid the world of the Jews.  Ford really admired 

Hitler, and the feeling was mutual.  Hitler displayed a portrait of Henry Ford in 

his office. 

1938 The newly built power house with smokestack is operating in Milan, using 

partly water power from the dam, and partly coal-engine generated power.  

The former flour mill is operating as a soybean storage facility.  Next to it is a 

building Ford brought over from Highland Park, manufacturing the soybeans 

into car paint and plastics.  Henry Ford loved soybeans, he actually wore suits 

made from soybeans. 

1938 Milan Firemen receive their brand new 1938 Ford Fire Truck, which came 

from Henry Ford as a trade for our Model T.  Perhaps the 1938 truck was 

referred to as “Truck No. 1” although I am not sure. 

1938 Village council purchases a new Ford V-8 truck cab and chassis.  Some of the 

firemen were mechanics.  The truck had to be outfitted to fight fires.  This was 

“Fire Truck No. 2” and was outfitted with scrap metal from the dump.  It was 

used until 1970 when it was sold to a collector. 

1938 E. G. Wiedman moved his Ford dealership from West Main to his newly-built 

dealership on the east side of Wabash around 1938 or 1939. His building had 

gleaming white porcelain tiles on the outside, a curved area for the Gulf gas 

station, and a “sky scraper” sign on the roof for Goodrich Tires. See photo 

[3501] His real name was “Emanuel” and his wife was Cora; he also had 

dealerships in Ypsilanti and Saline. Wiedman sold his dealership to Schultz 

Chrysler dealership; the building later became Milan Area Fire Department. 

1938 Lincoln School District unveils a statute of Abraham Lincoln.  It was created 

by sculptor Samuel Cashwan.  The statute still stands, larger than life, at Willis 

Road and Whittaker Road, by the Brick School. 

1938 In 1938, Orson Wells produced a radio broadcast the night before Halloween. 

It sounded like a news broadcast about Martians landing in a New Jersey town 

and taking over the world, triggering some mass hysteria. 

1939 Milan Village purchases a second fire truck making it possible to fight 

“country” fires. Village enters contract with York, Milan, and London 

townships to create a fire fund. Source: Warren Hale’s timeline. 



32 

 

Timeline of Milan, Michigan.  By Martha Churchill. 

1939 Movie theater built on W. Main by the William Storl.  It was later a furniture 

store, and now a hardware store. 

1939 In 1939, the blockbuster movie appeared, “Gone with the Wind.” 

1939 On April 10, 1939, Bill Wilson published the “Big Book” which became the 

mainstay of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

1939 On May 9, 1939, Ann Delaforce gave her famous essay to the Milan Woman’s 

Club, on the history of Milan.  Her essay was comprehensive, from the time of 

the glaciers to the present. 

1939 On the property recently occupied by the Johnson Lumber Co. and now owned 

by Henry Ford, stood Charles W. Wilson’s sawmill which was an upright saw, 

run by water power, capable of cutting about 3,000 feet of lumber per day.  

Source:  Ann Delaforce essay presented to Woman’s Club of Milan in 1939. 

 

1940 
1941 Arnot Opera House burns on Feb. 16, 1941. Harold Wanty told me in 2015 

that he was a boy when the family spotted smoke. Harold’s father, Claire, was 

dressed in a suit but drove immediately to the fire. He grabbed a fire hose and 

went inside the pool hall on the first floor, but there was no water in the hose. 

He felt he could have put out the small fire in the coal bin, but without water 

he almost got killed. The other firemen pulled him out by pulling the fire hose. 

Harold says he was there and watched; and his father told him what happened. 

Harold points out that his father’s name is painted on the fire truck at the 

Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn. 

1941 June 1941, Henry Ford signs a labor contract with a union, ending Ford’s bitter 

and violent fight against the union. 

1941 Dec. 7, 1941, Japan attacks Pearl Harbor, causing the US to enter WW II. 

1941 Ford manufacturing plants in Germany stop producing passenger cars and 

concentrate on military vehicles to help the German Army. 

1941 According to a 1941 map, the Milan township hall was located on SW corner 

of Welch and Petersrburg Roads.  There was a school, called Ceas School, 

located at Cone and Wabash, between the present-day townhall and Wabash.  

The school was moved elsewhere. 

1941 A 1941 map of Milan Township shows the township hall was on the south east 

corner of Welch Road and Petersburg Road.  A map of 1876 says the same 

thing.  When did the township hall move to Cone Road and Wabash?  The 

1941 map shows Ceas School where the present-day Milan township hall is 

located, however the school was just west of where the township hall is today. 

1942 Sometime in the early 1940s, Phillips Jewelers was remodeled so that the front 

was covered by a black art deco façade. It is a three-story building. 

1943 George Trebilcox joined the Moore and Minto company as a clerk in 1941, and 

became a partner in 1943 after Minto died in May 1943. Note: George F. 

Minto died May 9, 1934. 

1943 Police phone installed at the home of Tom Goodridge, 269 First St.  This was a 

special phone to be used for police and fire calls only. 

1945 The Milan Leader, around April 1945, published a story about the Milan Wall 

of Honor, listing the names of Milan men who served in the military. This may 



33 

 

Timeline of Milan, Michigan.  By Martha Churchill. 

have been just WWII. Story says there are “gleaming white walls” and 

“tasteful” shrubbery. Some kind of wood structures in Wilson Park. (Note: by 

about the early 1950s the structures were gone, never seen again.) 

1945 August 1945, peace.  End of World War II.  People in all the towns across 

America, including Milan, have a wild crazy celebration in the streets. 

1945 On Aug. 2, 1945, the Milan Leader published a story about the Chevrolet 

dealership groundbreaking on County Street adjoining the Sinclair oil station. 

This is “Doc” LaDouceur who owns the upcoming dealership. The property 

was formerly owned by Harvey Young. The Gotts brothers are contractors. 

1945 Leland Schultz bought the former Wiedman Ford dealership on the east side of 

Wabash, and set up his Chrysler dealership there. He continued selling Gulf 

gasoline. 

1945 August 21, 1945 (Tuesday) the Ideal Furnace Company was hit by fire again. 

Source: Milan Leader, Aug. 23, 1945 (Thursday). 

1945 Phone service improved, includes dial tone.  The answering service for police 

calls was moved to the Stevens and Bush Funeral Home on E. Main St.  A fire 

whistle was set off at the funeral home and stopped at the fire barn. 

1946 According to one source, Henry Ford’s operations in Milan discontinued. 

1946 “Milan Hotel” (aka Hotel Stimpson, Danube Inn) loses it’s portico sometime in 

late 1945 or early 1946.  The porch going out over the sidewalk, gone forever. 

1947 Henry Ford dies at the age of 83, at Fair Lane, his estate in Dearborn. 

1947  “The Garage” ceases to be a coil factory for Henry Ford.  It becomes a bowling 

alley.  (WBW Feb. 24, 1988) 

1947 Village of Milan purchased the Henry Ford property for $45,000 according to 

one source. The Power House had been briefly used as the police station. 

1948 Basketball team from Milan High School makes the big time in Lansing, wins 

state championship in March.  At Jenison Field House.  Coach Fred Sukup was 

in Beyer Hospital in Ypsilanti, having had an appendectomy two days before.  

However, Dr. Jack DeTar arranged for an ambulance to bring Sukup to the 

game as a spectator. 

1948 Nov. 7, 1948 dedication of the Catholic School, part of Immaculate 

Conception on North Street. 

1948 American Foundry fire 

1948 Rev. Leroy Cabbage becomes the pastor of The People’s Church.  (In 1951 the 

congregation changed the name to People’s Presbyterian Church.) 

1948 Antibiotics become generally available as a treatment for infection.   

1948 In about 1948 or between 48 and 52, US 23 between Milan and Dundee was 

paved.  Source: Sherman Collins, who was a high school senior that year, and 

he recalls working on the paving crew when he was a senior in high school or a 

freshman in college (1949).  Sherman worked alongside David “Sparrow” 

Royal.  

1948 Milan Free Fair was started by Milan Rotary Club. 

1948 Direct dial phone service introduced for Milan area residents.  No more calling 

the operator and asking that a call be put through for every single phone call.  

Two ladies who worked as phone operators were given the choice: severance 

payment or a job transfer to a nearby town.   
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1948 American Legion moves to its new home on Wabash St. along Ford Lake. 

1949 Milan Free Library was given the east half of the power house on Wabash to 

use for their library.  Its former location on the second floor of the fire station 

was too small. (Note: see also 1950) 

1949 Groundbreaking for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church took place at SW corner of 

Dexter and County Streets on April 21, 1949. Church was dedicated December 

11, 1949.  This church combined the Milan and Whittaker congregations. 

1949 Arthur J. Cox and Eleanor Cox, his wife, deeded all of Ford Lake to the 

Village of Milan in November 1949.  He was a local dentist and a member of 

the Rotary Club.  The deed was the result of community fundraising activity, it 

was not a private donation by Dr. Cox, according to Millard Phillips.   

1949 Kiwanis Club got started in Milan 

 

1950 
1950 Marble Memorial United Methodist Church purchases land for a parking lot. 

1950 Census says Milan has 2,765 inhabitants. 

1950 In 1950, a volunteer fireman in Milan was paid $2 for each call he went on, 

and $1.50 per hour for each additional hour. Source: P. 68, Arleigh Squires, 

Ancient and Modern Milan. 

1950 Jan. 9, 1950, Milan Village trustees decided to move the Milan Library from 

the second floor of the fire station, to the Ford Powerhouse. Source: p. 68, 

Arleigh Squires, Ancient and Modern Milan. (Note: Squires may have been 

estimating the date based on his memory. Another source says 1949.) 

1950 At their Jan. 9, 1950 meeting, the Milan Village Board approved the purchase 

of a two-door sedan from Doc’s Chevrolet, for police use, at a price of 

$1,272.54. Source: Arleigh Squires, Ancient and Modern Milan. 

1950 In 1950, Arthur Stevens, the funeral director, asked the Village of Milan to 

relieve him of taking fire calls at the funeral home during the day. Source: 

Ancient and Modern Milan, page 68. Note: it was once common for under-

takers to take police calls. 

1950 On Aug. 28, 1950, the Board of the Village of Milan was discussing the 

relocated US-23. Source: pp 68-69 Arleigh Squires, Ancient Modern Milan. 

1951 In the early hours of January 11, 1951, a fire completely destroyed the 

Presbyterian Church on North Street.  A new church was built in 1952 on 

Smith and Marvin Streets. 

1951 Marble Memorial United Methodist Church purchases the home of Irma and 

Larry Ward, which was just east of the church property.  That home was 

moved southeast to make room for the church addition. 

1952 People’s Presbyterian Church holds its first worship service at the new 

location, on Smith Street and Marvin in 1952. 

1952 According to a column by Warren Hale, the People’s State Bank changed its 

name in 1952 and started calling itself Milan State Bank. 

 

1952 Sept. 9, 1952, the Peoples State Bank reverted back to the name Milan State 

Bank, according to Arleigh Squires’ book. 

1953 Bank on Wabash is remodeled.  The 50th anniversary was observed in Dec. 
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1953. 

1953 Milan Baptist Church purchases two lots south of the church. 

1953 Sept. 17, 1953 ground breaking for an addition on Marble Memorial Methodist 

Church. Source: e-mail from church employee 

1953 Village was planning from 1945 to 1953 for a sewage treatment plant.  Until 

1953, all sewage from Milan emptied directly into Saline River, untreated.  It 

was disgusting and smelly, so no one would swim or boat in it. 

1953 Kiwanis Club holds Wading pool dedication at Wilson Park May 30, 1953. 

Photo [#3108]. Paul Holcomb, a member of Kiwanis, took photos of the pool. 

1954 In about 1954, the Milan library moved from the Old Fire Barn to the Old Ford 

Generator Plant.  Source: WBW column about 1988 

1954 Bassitt’s store on East Main is enlarged, takes over the former Garrick movie 

theater at 45 E. Main. 

1954 Mass inoculations begin in 1954 for school children, with the Salk vaccine 

against Polio.  Starting immediately, the number of children stricken with 

Polio drops dramatically. 

1954 Milan Area School District formed, by reorganizing 18 surrounding school 

districts in three counties.  Consolidated. 

1954 Ideal Furnace Company goes out of business.  Ideal started its Milan 

operations at Plank Road/East Main Street and Dexter, along the Railroad 

tracks. Source: 1993 MAHS calendar 

1954 Riverside Subdivision was dedicated to the Village of Milan Oct. 24, 1954. 

Included Everett Street, St. Louis St., Bodley Crescent, Argyle Crescent, etc. 

1955 The Community House was the place to be during the 50s on a weekend. 

Record players on second floor played 45’s while we teenagers danced and 

hung out. The third floor had a pool table and ping pong table. The first floor 

had a kitchen and tables could be set up. The building was available for private 

parties and receptions. Even if we went to Ann Arbor for a movie, we stopped 

in at the Community House to see who was there and what was happening. 

Source: Gerald R. Smith of Chelsea, on Facebook, in Dec. 2013. 

1955 New building addition dedicated, Marble Memorial United Methodist Church, 

on March 20, 1955. This addition approximately doubled the size of the 

church. (The mortgage was burned in 1958.) 

1955 In the mid-1950s, a stop sign was erected on West Main at Iva Court, for west-

bound traffic. This was done solely as a speed control device. The sign was 

removed about 1978. Source: Way Back When, Aug. 31, 1992. 

1955 Photo shows the pool in Wilson Park, taken in 1953. Note on back of photo 

says it was paved over about 1955.  

1955 Sometime in the 1950’s, there was a fire in the York Township Clerk’s home. 

All the records for Judd Cemetery and York Cemetery were destroyed. 

1956 Natural Gas was introduced in Milan in 1956.  A photo dated Nov. 15, 1956 

shows the local dignitaries symbolically turning on the gas.  

1956 Nick Miller ended his career spanning 16 years of continuous management at 

Miller’s Drug Store, on March 1, 1956. That is when he sold the drug store to 

Ed Shirey. Source: Milan Leader picture w/ caption. 

1956 In the summer of 1956, Cook Amusements made its debut as the amusements, 
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rides, games, popcorn, lemonade, and stuffed animal provider for the Milan 

Fair.  Source: Iris Shaner. 

1957 Nov. 1, 1957, the Mackinac Bridge was opened to motorists for the first time, 

making it possible for people to drive back and forth from the upper peninsula 

of Michigan to the lower peninsula.  

1958 High school on North Street dedicated, May 18, 1958.  Cost: $882,212. 

1958 On Feb. 9, 1958, the Milan Free Methodist Church moved into a more modern 

brick sanctuary at the same address as their previous church (on Hurd Street). 

1959 Dedication of new post office on East Main at the corner of Gay Street. 

1959 On March 9, 1959, the Barbie doll was introduced at a toy fair in NY.  It was 

the first doll to be mass produced in the US, with adult features. 

1959 John Stommen and his wife purchase the Milan Booster, then in 1959 they also 

purchase the Milan Leader. 

1959 Harold and Flossie Brown came to the Milan area from Plymouth, Mich. April 

9, 1959 purchasing the Mooreville general store from Robert Towner. On Jan. 

23, 1978 Brown’s Market was sold to Jerry and Marcella Brohman. Source: 

Feb. 13, 1978 Milan Leader newspaper. 

 

 

1960 
1960 Census says 3,600 people live in Milan. 

1960 Diamond Jubilee celebrated in Milan, in honor of 75 years.  Men were 

encouraged to grow beards to commemorate the occasion, and they were 

referred to as “Brothers of the brush.” 

1960 Crooked Tree removed by Village of Milan DPW.  This was done matter-of-

factly because the tree was dead anyway.  It was removed early in the year, in 

the winter, probably February or March.  The tree ended up in the Gump 

Dump. 

1960 Howard Burr Smith bought the IOOF Building on West Main in about 1960. 

The sellers included the Odd Fellows and the owner of the post office. The 

Odd Fellows transferred the upper two floors to Smith. 

1960 The bowling alley was sold in 1960.  Source: Linda Gilson.  That building 

started out as Pete Johnston’s lumber garage, then Henry Ford turned it into an 

ignition coil factory.  It was also used as the Milan Police Station at one time. 

Note: we may have a photo of a police car, apparently parked outside that 

building, in the 1970s. 

1960 Dr. Robert Hartman came to Milan, joining Dr. Richard A. Farrington’s 

medical practice on W. Main. Source: The Milan weekly newspaper article in 

July 1960. 

1961 The post office issued a four-cent stamp in 1961 commemorating the 100 year 

anniversary of Fort Sumpter, a Civil War battle. 

1961 Milan State Bank was acquired by National Bank and Trust Co. of Ann Arbor 

on Dec. 4, 1961.  NBT’s Milan “Advisory Board” included Donald Conklin, 

John D. Lawson, Arleigh N. Squires, Arthur C. Stevens. G. C. VanOrman and 

Dan Vass.  Shareholders of the Milan bank received stock in National Bank 

and Trust.  The book value of Milan State Bank (acquired for 7,500 shares) 



37 

 

Timeline of Milan, Michigan.  By Martha Churchill. 

was $403,309.  

1961 April 1961, Bay of Pigs invasion.  Cuba.  Fear of atomic bombs being used. 

1962 Arborland shopping center constructed in Ann Arbor, changing forever the 

way people in Milan shop for clothing and other consumer goods. 

1962 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church purchases property at 12544 Carpenter Road.  This 

purchase took place sometime between 1960 and 1964. 

1962 The first person to orbit the Earth was John Jesus Glenn Jr., who circled the 

globe from outer space aboard the Friendship 7 on Feb. 20, 1962.  The mission 

lasted almost 5 hours. 

1962 New Dodge dealership opened on Wabash Nov. 16, 1962 according to Sallie 

Bancroft. Apparently this was the Schultz family business. 

1962 Heath Lake (Heath Beach) was opened to the public for the first time on June 

23, 1962. On the south side of Cone Road close to Wabash. Source: Kimberly 

Heath Honan, on Facebook.  It was formed when US 23 was constructed, and 

sand was rearranged to access an underground spring.  

1963 US-23 as a limited access highway, is completed, and it bypasses Milan. [Note: 

it was done in two stages. First, there was a swerve of the old US23 going 

southbound off Dexter Street into the new highway south to Toledo.  Later, the 

second stage was completed, meaning the interchange just north of Milan at 

Carpenter Road. I believe 1963 is the completion of the second stage.] 

1962 On May 9, 1962, James Pickett was called out to do a welding job for Jack Butler’s Sunoco 

Oil business at the Milan Farmers Coop, on north side of W. Main east of the Ann Arbor RR 

tracks.  Jack had been selling coal, but his coal sales were diminishing as his furnace fuel sales 

increased. Jack had a 1,000 gallon gas tank which was filled with water. Then they noticed a 

repair needed on the other side, so they turned it over and didn’t realize there was a baffle in 

the tank. The baffle caused an air pocket inside the tank, so when Jim tried to weld, it 

exploded. He was thrown high into the air and died immediately. Jack Thompson was standing 

on the tank with Jim when it happened, and Jack was severely injured, especially his head and 

his left eye.  Jane remembers finding out about it. She was at her home with the three children: 

Girl, age 6; boy, age 4; and girl age 3. Jane says her father-in-law and mother-in-law came to 

her home to tell her. “It was the hardest thing he ever had to do in his life,” Jane says. This 

death occurred just one week before Jane’s 9th wedding anniversary.  Source: Jack Butler and 

Jane Pickett Bomia. 

1963 In about 1963, Milan school children were affected by histoplasmosis. This is a 

rare disease normally found on chicken farms. Trees near the entrance to the 

school apparently were spreading this disease. In response, the trees were cut 

down, and the children were all injected with a vaccination. 

1963 Milan Dragway built in London Township. 

1964 Death of Milan Patrolman Milton”Sy” Tooman on Feb. 2, 1964. Happened 

while Myrlan “Tom” Goodridge was police chief. Tooman was making an 

arrest when he collapsed on the street and died. 

1964 The Beetles appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show for the first time in February 

1964. 

1964 Milan Free Methodist Church purchases a small factory located at 120 Hack 

Street, which they remodeled for high school and junior high Sunday School. 

1964 Henry Koback and Alan Herrick, class of 1964, were killed on July 15, 1965 at 

the East Main Street [RR] crossing. Source: Ron Morey, Facebook. 

1965 In Feb. 18, 1965, Arleigh Squires watched his manufacturing building burn.  
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This building was at 609 County Street, the land was purchased from James 

Hack. See photo [#3187]. Less than 2 months after the fire, a tornado damaged 

more of the plant.  In about six months, Arleigh was back in business. 

1965 Two tornadoes struck Milan on the evening of April 11, 1965, which was Palm 

Sunday. 

1965 Myrlan “Tom” Goodridge retired as Milan’s police chief, ending a dynasty of 

54 years.  He had served Milan’s law enforcement since 1935, and his father 

had served as the village marshal starting in 1911. 

1965 On Aug. 6, 1965, a voting rights act was signed into law by President Lyndon 

B. Johnson.  The law enforces the rights of people of color who wish to vote.  

President Johnson played a large part in passage of this law.  The law was 

necessary because some states were doing everything in their power to prevent 

blacks from voting. 

1965 July 26, 1989, Milan News reports that the Milan Library was built in Oct. 

1965, that is when the “new library” was built to connect with village offices, 

paid for (all or part) by a federal grant. Dedication held Dec. 4, 1966. 

1965 Milan’s William (Bill Laskey) went to the Rose Bowl playing football in 1965. 

1966 Milan Baptist Church purchases and remodels a building on Tolan Street 

directly behind the church. 

1966 Corner stone laid in July 1966 for the new church building, 420 North Street, 

to serve the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. 

1966 Dec. 4, 1966, the new building for the Milan Public Library was dedicated, 

adjacent to the Village Offices in the “Power Building.”  The new library was 

to be supported by tax millage, State aid and penal fines. 

1967 Detroit police tried to arrest over 80 people at a “blind pig” in a predominantly 

black neighborhood.  The result: 5 days of rioting.  There were 43 people left 

dead. 

1967 City of Milan approved by voters in an election held Nov. 6, 

1967.  The city charter was approved 412 to 191.  Mayor: Millard Frank 

Phillips. Charles Maupin, Ethel Richards, and James Cullip elected to 4-year 

terms. Duane Schultz, Le Roy Cabbage, and Fredrick Smith elected to 2-year 

terms.  John P. Stommen elected Justice of the Peace. 

1967 In 1967, the Oakville Methodist Church was no longer having services in 

Oakville, and merged with Marble Memorial United Methodist Church in 

Milan. 

1967 Nov. 13, 1967, first meeting of the Milan City Council held.  Millard Phillips 

sworn in as first mayor. 

1967 On April 27, 1967, Ray Frisbie opened his barbershop in a new downtown spot 

next door to [in?] the corner building, formerly housing Niga’s Shoe Repair. 

The previous Frisbie location for 36 years will become an addition to Phillips 

Jewelers. Ray has a 3-chair shop with Lowell Dennison full time and Art 

Goodhall part time. Source: Milan newspaper. 

1968 In 1968, the Wabash Railroad made its last passenger run, and closed the 

Milan railroad station ticket counter. 

1968 Bassitt’s store undergoes a second major expansion, adding 39 E. Main to its 

original building. 
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1968 Milan Police Department was housed in the former “Coil Factory” located 

west of City Hall.  (The “Coil Factory” had originally been the Johnston 

Lumber Company main building.)  Police were there from the late 60’s to the 

early 70’s, then they moved to a building on West Main which had just been 

vacated by Detroit Edison. 

1968  Cone United Methodist Church will hold a special service this Sunday, Dec. 

29, 1969 in honor of 100 years of continual service to the community. Corner 

of Cone and Farr Rd.  Rev. Thomas Dupton was first pastor, holding services 

in the schoolhouse until the church was dedicated in 1868. 

1968 Police dispatcher started taking calls for police or fire business.  No longer 

using Stevens and Bush Funeral Home to take such calls. 

1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. killed April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tenn.  Born Jan. 15, 

1929, Rev. King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his Civil Rights work. 

1968 Steve Cuny died on Memorial Day in 1968. He and Phil Sutton had taken a 

canoe along the Saline River into Ford Lake in Milan. They took their canoe 

out of the water, walked across Wabash, and placed the canoe back in the river 

east of the dam. For some reason they decided to paddle towards the dam; the 

canoe capsized. Phil made it to shore, but Steve drowned. Source: Milan 

Booster shortly after the death. Steve’s sister Karen stated on FB that the 

drowning occurred at the top of the dam. See also June 1, 1992 Way Back 

When column by Warren Hale. 

1968 Saline photo 103 shows dam trouble at the Saline dam. Flood. Perhaps this was 

the year the Saline dam was compromised causing water to go to Milan. 

1969 Pool opens at Milan High School (on North Street) 

1969 Sandy and John Collins open a TV repair business Oct. 4, 1979 at SW corner 

of downtown.  In 1994, they expanded to musical instruments and cement 

geese.  

1969 In June 1969, police in riot gear assembled on East University at Church street, 

and at other locations, to quell a civil disturbance in Ann Arbor.  Police used 

night sticks, riot helmets, and gas masks.  Milan police assisted. 

1969 City of Milan decides to let the firemen build a new fire station.  Located 

across E. Main St. from the old fire barn. East of Marble Methodist Church. 

Cement block construction. Today it is a preschool. 

1969 According to one source, Milan expanded and converted the old Henry Ford 

power house for use as the Milan Library. 

1969 Announcement in Sept. or Oct. 2019, says that Collins Shop was established 

50 years ago. 

 

1970 
1970 Nick Schenk opened the Danube Inn at the former Stimpson Hotel, on Sept. 6, 

1970. Source: Milan News, Aug. 23, 1995. 

1971 In June 1970, the Catholic school closed in Milan.  Located near Immaculate 

Conception Church. 

1971 Nick and Ingrid Schenk purchase the Hotel Stimpson in 1971. They called it 

“Danube Inn.”  According to WBW July 24, 2003, Nick bought it from his 

brother Joe Schenk and Joe’s wife Lottie, both of Detroit. 
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1972 Milan Area Historical Society formed as a nonprofit organization to accept a 

1938 fire truck as a gift from the Milan City Council. 

1972 The Ann Arbor News wrote on Wed. Feb. 2, 1972: “The fledgling Milan Area 

Historical Society will hold an organizational meeting at 7:30 pm Tuesday at 

the Milan Community House. Frank Wilhelme from the Mich. Historical 

Society will be the featured speaker. Milan Police Chief Warren Hale and 

Patrolman James Burger will chair the meeting. Hale said the highlight of the 

meeting will be the opening of a sealed copper box. The box has been in the 

cornerstone of the old junior high school, which was built in 1926. The school 

was torn down last month.” 

1972 York Township has a new township hall built on Stony Creek Road, while 

Charles Hayes was supervisor. 

1972 In May 1972, the Milan Booster Leader ran a front page story: the landfill 

located off Allen Road in Milan Twp is now closed. [The dump.] This action 

was taken by the property owner and Monroe County Health Dept. It was 

known as the Milan, York and London Township Sanitary Landfill. 

1972 According to notes with a photo, the Milan high school of 1926 was torn down 

in Feb 1972.  See Way Back When column.  

1973 Briarwood Mall opens for business in Ann Arbor, putting the last nail in the 

coffin for dry goods stores and clothing shops in small towns like Milan. 

1973 Aug. 2, 1973 fire at American Foundries in Milan.  Fire started in welding 

room, perhaps from a torch.  The workers were away for lunch so no one was 

injured.  Source: Arleigh Squires, p. 266. 

1973 Arab oil embargo starts in October 1973, causing long lines at the gas pumps. 

1973 Roe v. Wade was passed down by the US Supreme Court, concerning abortion. 

1974 Detroit Edison sold its building at 38 W. Main Street to the City of Milan in 

August 1974 for $20,000.  It was then used as a police station. City of Milan 

then removed the old police station (former Ford Industry building). 

1974 Fire department gets a new truck, (“No. 3?”)  New truck is a 1975 International 

1500 gallon tanker-pumper and it cost $28,000. 

1974 In Sept. 1974, Squires Manufacturing at 609 County had a huge pile of scrap 

wood to give away. Morton Leonard, President of Squires, was giving it away. 

It was left over from making picnic tables and cutting lumber for the furniture 

industry. Source: Ann Arbor News story Sept. 18, 1974 by “Marti Churchill.” 

1975 The “Garage” built by Pete Johnston and used by Henry Ford as a coil factory, 

was demolished in 1975.  It ceased being a coil factory in 1947, and became a 

bowling alley, then a police station. Source: WBW, Feb. 24, 1988.   

1975 Moore and Minto went out of business, after having a change of ownership a 

number of times, and near the end, introducing women’s clothing. 

1975 Vern Campbell says sometime in the 1970s, Prison Warden Paul Sartwell 

wanted to get rid of the prison farm since it cost more to grow food than to just 

buy it. Also, the inmates did not come from farms and didn’t leave the prison 

intending to work in agriculture. Vern says to check the date on this. [I head it 

was about 1972.] 

1975 On June 24, 1975, the Ypsilanti Press ran a feature story showing Erik 

McGovern, 8, taking a last sip from the Milan drinking fountain.  
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“MILAN-- for more than a century it has quenched the thirst of youngsters and 

stood as a gentle remembrance of the city’s past, but the old Main Street 

Fountain will also be a thing of the past soon. 

“Nobody is quite sure how old the fountain is, but when the city begins its 

street improvement project on Main Street in a few weeks, the fountain will 

come down and it’s unlikely it will go back up.” SEE: Newspaper collection 

1975 In approximately 1975, the drinking fountain was removed from the corner of 

Main Street and Tolan.  The Milan Historical Society took the fountain, with 

the idea of placing it in a museum.  Erik McGovern was photographed taking 

the “last sip” from the fountain and he was 8 years old on that occasion. He 

was born May 1967.  Source:  LS 

1976 Jan. 26, 1976, Milan Area Historical Society incorporation papers were filed 

with the State of Michigan. Signed by James M. Burger, Warren R. Hale and 

James’ wife Nancy Burger. Hale was listed as President and Resident Agent. 

1976 The old Bassitt’s store taken over by the Breedveld’s. 

1976 Aid in Milan organized on June 26, 1976 by the St. Paul Lutheran Church 

brotherhood. 

1976 New sidewalks installed in downtown Milan. 

1976 September 1976, Ford Motor Company issued a press release to the Milan 

newspaper indicating it “returns” to Milan. This refers to the plant on the east 

side of Milan along County Street. Apparently Ford bought that plant from 

Inland Scholtz Corp. Source: Norma Smith of Milan Area Chamber of 

Commerce found a news clipping. 

1976 December 23, 1976, the Moose Lodge burned down.  In was on the north side 

of West Main in a building that used to be a car dealership.  That location is a 

parking lot today.  Someone called in the fire at 10:45 p.m. due to smoke from 

the roof.  The entire building was destroyed, despite 30 firemen from 3 fire 

departments battling the blaze throughout the night.  The police station next 

door (to the east) was saved.  The Moose later rebuilt on Sanford Road south 

of Milan-Oakville Rd.  Moose administrator Al Kohler’s wife died in the fire. 

1977 St. Joseph Hospital opens new building in Ypsilanti along Huron River Dr. 

1977 Monroe Bank and Trust opens a Milan Branch at County Street and Sanford 

Road. 

1977 Nick Arhangelos bought the Milan Campfire restaurant from Evelyn Johnson 

in 1977. He bought it with a silent partner, George Koukoumtzi. After a couple 

years, Nick sold his interest to George. Source: Nick Arhangelos of Kollosos 

Copy Center in Ann Arbor, personal conversation, Feb. 5, 2014. 

1977 In 1977, a recreation facility was proposed as indoor facilities in a restored 

three-story structure built in the 1840s. (This was the old flour mill) 

1978 On Jan. 23, 1978, Brown’s Market in Mooreville was sold. Harold and Flossie 

Brown sold their grocery-general store to Jerry and Marcella Brohman. Source: 

Milan Booster Leader Feb. 13, 1978.  

1978 There will be a Moose Dance at the new Moose Lodge building on Sanford 

Road.  Source: advertisement in Milan News Feb. 13, 1978. 

1978 The June 21, 1978 edition of Saline Reporter, page 10, says the York 

Township Board has unanimously decided to be a Charter Township, so that 
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the cities of Milan and Saline will never be able to annex land without the 

township’s approval. Pittsfield is already a Charter Township. 

1978 In the fall of 1978, Police Chief Warren Hale first started jotting down some 

notes to go with historical pictures, the beginning of his career as a weekly 

historical columnist. 

1978 Milan DPW digs down between the “Power House” (City hall) and the old 

flour mill (Community Center).  DPW installs water pipes so that the mill 

stream goes underground.  This allows a road on the surface. 

1978 In May 1978, McDonalds started the process of asking the City of Milan if 

they would allow them to build a restaurant on land along Dexter Street, if it 

could be annexed or attached to the City from York Township. 

1978 Milan’s Ford Plastics Plant dedicated in June 1978. Source: Milan Booster 

1978 Milan Civitan Club chartered in June 1978. The charter ceremony took place at 

the Moose, and the first meeting was held at Woodley’s Restaurant. 

1978 In July 1978, Miller Drugs was sold to Mark A. (Tony) Simmons. It had been 

owned and operated by Ed Shirey since 1956. Source: Booster Leader 

newspaper article. 

1978 Monroe Bank and Trust builds a branch in Milan Township on Sanford Road 

near County Street. Source: Carrie Ritchie. 

1978 Big Boy opens for the first time in July 1978. Source: Milan Booster. 

1978 Gasoline was accidentally poured into the Milan sewer system at the end of 

July, 1978, resulting in several house fires. Quite a few people had to be 

evacuated to the Milan Middle School under the care of the Red Cross because 

of the danger posed by gasoline. This happened because a gasoline delivery 

truck was supposed to pour gasoline into an underground gas tank and 

accidentally poured it into a sewer line.  Source: special Milan Booster 

publication. 

1978 Duane Schultz moved his Chrysler dealership from the Wabash Street location 

to the former Bruckner Olds dealership on County Street in 1978. 

1979 The City of Milan moved the fire department from the Old Fire Barn at the 

junction of County St. and E. Main, and set up the fire department in the 

former Schultz car dealership on Wabash.  Source: Milan Booster.  

1979 New Secretary of State office opened in Milan at 38 E. Main. 

1979 Dr. Richard Haldenwanger is selling his Milan chiropractic clinic to Dr. 

William Riley. Riley is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Riley, owners of the 

Milan Dragway. Source: Milan Booster Leader Feb. 14, 1979 

1979 Dr. Clarence K. Tsai, M.D. has joined Ching S. Wang, M.D. at his medical 

practice at 55 W. Main. Tsai is a 1971 grad of National Taiwan Univ. School 

of Medicine. In Oct. they expect to move into a new clinic under construction 

behind the present office. Dr. Wang practiced medicine in Milan area since 

1973, when he took over the office of J. S. DeTar, who retired. Source: Milan 

Booster Leader Oct. 3, 1979. 

 

1980 
1980 June 11, 1980 Owens Illinois donates the Hack House to the Milan Area 
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Historical Society.  [#3023] 

1980 In approximately 1980, the City of Milan purchased the old American Foundry 

building and tore it down.  Source:  WBW 

1981 Sesquecentenial celebrated in Milan, for 150 years. 

1981 NBD acquired National Bank and Trust of Ann Arbor, including the Milan 

branch bank on Wabash Street. 

1981 Milan Fire Department moved from the old fire hall at County Street and East 

Main in 1981, and took its place on Wabash Street.  (1979 or 81) 

1982 A new bridge erected across Saline River on Mooreville Road just west of 

“downtown” Mooreville. The modern bridge replaces a metal one. See also 

“1928.” 

1982 Hand-painted mural discovered in Hack House. It had been covered over with 

wallpaper. Arleigh Squires, president of Milan Historical Society, was 

delighted by the discovery.  Reported in the Milan Leader April 21, 1982.  

1982 On May 16, 1982 a softball park was dedicated at Wilson Park. 

1982 On Oct. 10, 1982, Ford Motor Co. held an open house to celebrate their 

addition on the plant on the east side of Milan along County Street.  Ford 

originally had purchased a building from Inland Scholz to get started, then 

built this addition. 

1983 City of Milan donated the old Fire barn to the Milan Area Historical Society.  

The building needed restoration. 

1983 On May 15, 1983, the City of Milan dedicated its new “Sanford Park” located 

along Sanford Road near the prison. 

1984 In 1984, the Milan Public Library was enlarged.  Source: WBW  

1984 McDonald’s restaurant goes up on Dexter near US-23.  

1984 Steve Jobs introduced the Macintosh computer September 24, 1984. 

1985 Centennial Celebration in Milan, 100 years since the town became a village. 

1986 Aug. 10, 1986, Milan Wastewater Treatment Plant Open House and 

Dedication.  Introduction by Patrick McShane, public works director.  Song 

“Prayer for the Earth” by Milan Community Choir. Ribbon cutting by Mayor 

Thomas J. King and council members Craig M. Adams, Jerome Chanda, Stuart 

T. Hostettler, Louis LeBeau, Millard F. Phillips, and Thomas Preston. Ice 

Cream Social by Milan Historical Society. 

1988 According to one source, an addition was built to the old Ford power house, to 

use for Milan City Offices. 

1989 Dr. Robert T. Hartman sold his practice at 519 W. Main to Glaucio Bechara, 

DO of Belleville, a native of Brazil. Source: Milan News, Aug. 9, 1989. 

1989 Construction in progress for the Dexter Plaza retail development, according to 

the Milan newspaper on Oct. 4, 1989. 

1989 Richard Zavala was voted onto the Milan City Council. He owns and operates 

Roy’s Barbeque. Source: Milan newspaper at the time. 

1989 Dr. Douglas Devens commenced a medical practice on E. Main St. in Sept. 

1989. (Might be 108 E. Main). 

1989 In November 1989, Milan newspaper reports that the bridge over Saline River 

on Petersburg Road is in the process of being replaced. 
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1990 
1991 Free Methodist Church building constructed on Arkona Rd. 

1991 The “Christmas Shop” store is in operation on West Main Street, owned by 

Barbara Gaines. 

1991 On Feb. 4, 1991, Police officer Steven Joseph Reuther was shot to death by a 

mentally ill individual as Reuther was reporting for duty at the police station. 

The mentally ill person arranged it as an ambush, and used an AK-47 rifle to 

shoot Reuther in the head four times. The shooter was committed to a state 

mental hospital. 

1992 On May 26, 1992, the switch tower was demolished.  It had stood in the tiny 

space between the two railroads.  It was removed for safety reasons.  Having a 

person in the tower switching the railroad could lead to an accident due to 

human error.  It was a double-bricked structure and could not be saved by 

moving it elsewhere. 

1993 There was a fire at the FCI (Federal Correctional Institution) Jan. 20, 1993. 

1993 Senior Citizen building is constructed on Neckel Court. 

1993 Millard Phillips closes the family jewelry store on Main Street in July 1993. 

That same month, Barbara Gaines established Café Milano on Main St, next 

door to her previous business, the Christmas Shop. 

1994 They decided to rebuild the Wabash Street bridge over the dam.  This was 

done in 1994. 

1995 Aug. 20, 1995, at 10 p.m. kitchen fire at Danube Inn. Note: on Wed., Aug. 23, 

1995, Milan News ran a story about this same fire. It says Nick Schenk was 

about to celebrate his 68th birthday and then retire after almost 25 years 

running Danube Inn.  Then he suffered a kitchen fire from a deep fryer. He had 

no insurance.  

1995 NBD merged with First National Bank of Chicago, to form First Chicago 

NBD, with a Milan branch on Wabash. 

1998 First Chicago NBD merged with Bankone. 

1998 Dec. 19, 1998 Ivan’s gas station burns. Located on west side of Dexter Street 

near Lewis. Thieves had gotten into the station at night, and attempting to 

cover their tracks, set the building on fire. 

1998 Milan Music Study Club goes out of existence, 

 

2000 
2000 June 2000 work begins to give the Old Fire Barn a facelift. Work continued as 

community groups held fund raisers. 

2001 Michael Stuck promoted within the police department, becomes Milan Police 

Chief. 

2002 On October 26, 2002, dedication of the restored Fire Barn.   

2002 Fire at the SE corner of Church St. and Michigan Ave. resulted in loss of a 

home and loss of life for three brothers in Benson family Nov. 15, 2002. 

David, 13, and Dustin Sprague, 11, and Anthony “Austin” Benson, 7, died in 

the early morning fire. Firefighters fought the blaze until almost 1:30 a.m. The 

fire originated on the second floor of the home, where their bedrooms were 
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located. The children were found together in one of the bedrooms. The parents, 

Russell and Debra Benson, managed to get out of the house but watched 

helplessly as flames shot out of the upstairs windows. Two firefighters, Sean 

Jenkins and Dave Early, suffered first and second degree burns to their feet and 

lower legs. Both firefighters were treated and later released. 

2002 On Nov. 16, one day after three boys died in a fire, Milan residents suffered 

another fire loss. Kirby Wilson, 65, was found on his kitchen floor as his house 

on Darling Road burned. He was pulled out and sent to St. Joe Hospital where 

he soon died from injuries sustained in the fire. This brought the total up to 

four fatalities from fire; the Milan Fire Department had not had a fire fatality 

since 1974. Source: Brian Cox, reporter, Milan News Leader, Nov. 21, 2002. 

2002 In 2002, cut the ribbon on the new Milan High School on Redman Road. 

2004 Bankone merged with J. P. Morgan Chase, creating a Milan branch bank for 

“Chase.” 

2005 June 15, 2005, City of Milan dedicates the newly-built bus garage for the 

transit system. 

2008 In July 2008, Carole Smith as Treasurer signed a check for $20 to renew the 

corporate status of the Milan Area Historical Society. 

2011 June 1, 2011, the old Danube Inn was destroyed by fire. Several upstairs 

apartments were occupied, but no one was injured. 

2012 September 2012, Bank of America closes the doors to its Milan branch. 

2005 Nov. 11, 2005, (Veterans Day), Mayor Owen Diaz secretly fired Police Chief 

Michael Stuck and City Administrator Michael Czymbor. Diaz had the locks 

changed on Stuck’s office door early on a Saturday when the Chief wasn’t 

there. A ceremony was going on that morning in Wilson Park for the new Blue 

Star Flag. On Monday Nov. 14, 2005, at Milan city council meeting, council 

ratified severance agreements giving Czymbor $77,452 and Stuck $66,362 

(total $143,814) plus three months of health insurance. Those costs to the city 

do not include the cost of hiring new department heads, and the loss of 

reputation to the city among potential candidates for department head 

positions, who probably viewed Milan as an unstable and chaotic work place.  

2006 Feb. 2006, Mayor Owen Diaz was faced with another vacancy in department 

heads, his transit director resigned. (Already has vacancies for City 

Administrator, Police Chief, and City Attorney.) Diaz getting a reputation for 

not keeping department heads due to his management style. In a news article, 

Diaz defends his style, he is willing to meet privately with employees to hear 

their complaints. He does not require employees to go through union 

procedures or to go to their immediate supervisors with complaints. 

2013 Just before Christmas, the Lighthouse Coffee Shop had their last live 

entertainment show, and then closed their doors. The place was packed. People 

were enjoying coffee, pastries, sandwiches, and ice cream. Complementary 

cake was served. The audience was emotional and various people gave short 

speeches expressing their gratitude to the Gibelyou family for providing the 

coffee shop for so many years. 

2014 Jan. 16, 2014, Mason Farmer died of cancer. He was two and a half years old. 

His passing resulted in an outpouring of public support for his family, largely a 
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result of social media. Prior to his funeral, banners were placed around town in 

his honor. A shuttle bus was necessary to carry people to and from the parking 

lot to Immaculate Conception Church. 

2014 On Saturday, March 22, the Milan Big Reds boys’ basketball team won the 

Class B Championship 78-59 against Benton Harbor. This resulted in banners 

downtown, a parade, and an assembly for the public at the high school. 

2015 On June 25, 2015 Washtenaw Now weekly newspaper, which includes the 

Milan Leader, published its last issue. 

2015 On June 26, 2015 the US Supreme Court ruled that marriage is a Constitutional 

right for gay couples. 

2015 Big Boy restaurant closes in Milan in August 2015. It had opened in 1978. 

2016 May 23, 2016, Patrick Shannon opened his first Hungry Howies in Milan. He 

later opened additional ones in Monroe, Ypsi, AA, Adrian, etc. 

2021 Jan. 6, 2021, a mob attacked the US Capital in Washington, D.C., demanding 

that President Trump be declared winner of the presidential election. 

 

 


